ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

CONTACT UsS:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

[

FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com
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Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”
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Welcome New Members:
No new members this month.
How about sending a new
membership to a loved one!
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300

Thank You Volunteers!

We would like to invite every Shelby County Historical
Society volunteer to our Volunteer Open House on December 13,
2018, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Ross Historical Center. Volunteer
of the Year will be announced at 6:00 p.m.

Volunteers are the backbone of our organization. We are
honored to say this year there were over 350 volunteers putting in
over 4500 volunteer hours!!!! We are incredibly blessed by the
generosity of these community leaders!

This coming year will be a great volunteer opportunity as we
prepare to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of Shelby County.
Starting in April 2019, there will be events throughout the county
until the end of the year. If you would be interested in
volunteering, please give us a call, 937-498-1653.

If you plan to join us for the Open House, please RSVP (937-
498-1653) by December 7, 2018, we want to make sure we have
enough delicious food and treats for everyone!

| Saturday, December 1st, 11:00 - 4:00 p.m. |
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OPEN HOUSE

Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical Society and open to
the public. Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of
YesterYear! All ages are welcome.

Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each

Build your own gingerbread house! Ross HISTORICAL CENTER

201 N. Main Ave., downtown Sidney

Pottery Demonstrations 937-498-1653

Christmas Trees decorated by local schools

‘Woodcarving demonstrations /_4!,\

Special Merchandise Discounts P ae ae e e Like us on
Cookies & Refreshments m H m m Facebook
Popcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open fire

Toy train display wisroRear sociery

Ornament Making
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| Exciting News!

The Shelby County Historical Society and the Shelby County
|Genealogical Society have acquired more newspaper microfilms to
|be used with the microfilm machine located at the Ross Center!

We now have 462 rolls of newspaper microfilm dating back to
|1863! We have the following newspapers:

Fort Loramie Progress (weekly) 1915-1917
| Jackson Center News 1897-1944
| Journal (daily) 1914-1916

Journal Gazette (weekly) 1909
Republican (weekly) 1909-1913
Shelby County Democrat (weekly) 1896-1873
Times Series (weekly) 1978-1981
Times (weekly) 1981-1985
Valley Sentinel (weekly) 1881-1886
Sidney Daily News 1891-2002
Sidney Journal 1863-1909
The microfilm is available to the public any time the office is
open!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” r | y u!

hidden clues: VOLUNTEERS
Jackson Center 10th - “The Rest of the October Volunteer Info:
Story” first aired May 10, 1976 192 Volunteers
Anna 29th - Annie Proulx and Robert 1450 Hours

Mitchium

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
The clues were found by: 8if ifi J

October:
Diane Milanese, Ellen Freytag, Janice Farrel Kaplan
Workman, and Carolyn Haney Janet Fischbach

“Out of the Past” section. 2006 people participated in SCHS programs.

| v . . Congratulations! Thank you to all our vol-
\__/ [hecluewill be found ONLY in the unteers! We depend on you! In October,
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Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.

Fond Christmas Memories

As the Christmas holiday draws near, it brings to mind fond memories
of our own childhoods spent eagerly waiting for family to arrive from out of
town, delicious meals prepared from scratch, and opening presents underneath
the tree. In the display cases at the Ross Historical Center, there are many items
which we might have received, or given, as a Christmas present at some point
in our lives. One such item dressed in a red coat with matching fur hat and
boots was a toy that many young girls may have wanted to receive over the
course of their lifetimes. This object is a beautiful example of a Terri Lee doll
dating from the 1950’s, given to us by a lady who had received it for Christmas
when she was 8 years old. According to a written history of this doll, many fond
memories were made pushing her in a doll stroller beside her mother and baby |
sister from the south end of Sidney to downtown around the court square. What 2
makes this doll extra special, however, is the fact that all of her clothes were
handmade by her mother, Elly Young, who was an accomplished local
seamstress. They reflect the styles worn by young girls in the 1950’s, and all of §
the handwork on the clothes is quite detailed, featuring lace-edged collars and
sleeves, sashes that tie at the back, hand smocking, and tucks to make the
clothes fit just right.

Terri Lee Doll (ca. 1953)

In the 1940’s, Violet Lee Gradwohl fell in love with
# a doll her niece, Maxine Sunderman, had created for her
" young daughter. Violet offered to create clothing and help
market the doll, and the two took her to New York City to
the annual Toy Fair where it was an instant success. She
returned home to Lincoln, Nebraska and began to enlist the
help of groups of women to create clothing and wigs, thus
starting the first Terri Lee doll factory out of her home. The
first dolls made in 1946 had bodies made out of a
composite material; however, starting in 1948, they were
manufactured out of plastic. The first doll was named after
Violet’s daughter, Harriett Wilma Gradwohl, and several
successive dolls were named after members of the
Gradwohl family as well. Despite the problem that the
/ 2 stability of different plastics caused in its early years, the
Terri Lee surrounded by all of her beautiful manufacture of Terri Lee dolls continued until the

handmade dresses and coats. company’s demise in the 1960’s.
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“This scene is an authentic recreation of the Shelby
County Court House Square in Sidney, Ohio as it
appeared in 1879. The original ink drawing was done
by John H. Gusching in 1947, and later used in 1979 by
Monarch for their annual Christmas card. It was
coloved in 2018 by Maureen O’Keefe for the Shelby
County Historical Society.”

Add $5 for shipping and handling

Shelby County Court House Print

by Maureen O’ Keefe

Created by local artist
Maureen O’Keefe, this
10x12 print would make
a great Christmas Gift!

Available ONLY at Ag,é\

The Ross Historical Center s3es s ss
S ] ]
Sidney, OH 45365 Il Il 11 Il

Add $8 for shipping and handling 937-498-1653

Limited
Quantity!

HISTORICAL SOCIETY




CREATIVE WAYS TO SUPPORT THE
SHELBY COHNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY!
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Shelby County Shelby County
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Do you have a
Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card?
Did you know you can help support
the Historical Society with your
Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card?

o Register your card at the website
www.krogercommunityrewards.com

e Choose the Shelby County Historical Society
as the organization you would like to support
(organization number UP849)

o Every time you use your Plus Card, Kroger
will donate a portion of your purchases to our
organization

e *You must reregister your card every April to
continue supporting our organization.
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Did you know your purchases can make a difference? AmazonSmile donates to
Shelby County Historical Society when you do your year-round shopping at
smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1317780
If you already shop Amazon, it's a WIN WIN!

Make sure you use the link to direct you to the proper site.

This holiday, make a
difference while you shop

Shop for holiday gifts and
supplies at smile.amazon.com
and Amazon donates =

You shop. Amazon donates.
amazonsmile
S



http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com

Happenings around the Ross Center
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On November 16, 2018, the Bicentennial Float made
its debut at the Winter Wonderland Parade in
downtown Sidney. Look for this float in every
parade being held in Shelby County in 2019.
Follow the Bicentennial events on Facebook-Shelby
County Ohio Bicentennial Celebration.

Thank you to our “Gingerbread House Builders”

getting ready for Christmas of Yesteryear. Many

hands make for short work! In one day we were
able to assemble 300 gingerbread houses.

Our award winning Christmas of Yesteryear float was again
: entered into the Winter Wonderland Parade held in November. We
The Ross Center transformed into a had volunteers helping pass out candy along the parade route!

Christmas shop for the Fair Trade
Christmas Boutique sponsored by the
Holy Angels Outreach Committee.
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THE SIDNEEY DAILY NEWS
DEC-1943-75 YEARS AGO
COMPILED by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2)-A delightful evening of contact was enjoyed
in the home of Mrs. L. E. Canter on South street
Wednesday evening when she welcomed her club and
guests with them Mrs. William Boller and Mrs. Richard
Salm. The awards for high scores went to Mrs. Frank
Amann, Mrs. Wayne Blake for first and second in rounds
with Mrs. Thomas Studevant being consoled. Following
the conclusion of the games a delectable salad course was
served. Arrangements were made for the Christmas party
to be with Mrs. Frank Amann.

SIDNEY (17)-Wing Flutters-Who are the four seniors
who like to ride the escalators at Elder’s? Why did Jaynie
Kinninger’s heart flutter last Thursday? Was it because
Frankie Sinatra is 4F again? You boys better stay away
from Barbara Meyer for she has a powerful right arm. Why
should Ann Raterman blush so when certain names ate
mentioned? Ask Tom Kerrigan why Murphy lingered so
long in the New System Bakery last Friday night. Do you
want us to get you a road map, Lefty? The freshmen
would like to know where Mary Beth Hibner gets all her
excuses for being absent. A certain junior Irishman can’t
get the senior Ruths straightened out. The TRUMPET
salutes: Coach Palmisano and the Titans on their four
straight wins-Mrs. R. J. Schaub, Mrs. C. Dress, Mrs. R.
Custenborder, and Mrs. D. Runkle on their efficient
handling of weekly sale of war bonds and stamps-Mary E.
Klipstine freshman, for scoring 13 points in last week’s
volley ball game with the sophomores-The freshmen for
leading the whole school in the purchase of bonds and
stamps on Pearl harbor day. The library club on the
completion of three beautiful lap robes for the Red Cross.

CIRCLES&CLUBS of 1943: Octette; Red Circle; Whist;
Susannah Wesley Aux; Panhellenic; Aglet Society; Unique;
Priscilla; Cosmo; Laurel Circle; Sempe Fidelis; OBX Gang;
Our Club; Kings Daughters Circle’ Mary Martha Circle;
W.S.C.S; Dorcas Circle; Eightsome Club; Coterie Club;
and Martina Society.

SHELBY CT (28)-No Hunting, Trapping or Trespassing
will not be allowed on our farms day or night: Milton
Haker, O. D. Wilkinson, Ben. Katterthenry, W. M.
Dormire, Sim Howell, Lowell E. Eicher, Wallace Godey, B.
F. Steenrod, Avon Lake Farm, William Ross, C. N.
Duckworth, Alfred Gigandet, Cynthian Twp., Mr. Ruth
Klipstine, Raymond Fogt, E. D. Jelly, L. V. War, Old
McDonald, M. J. Ditmer, Arthur Ditmer, Arthur L. Fogt,
Barnes farm, W. L. Barnes, J. C. Mann

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
100 YEARS AGO-DEC.-1918
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (6)-The Mentges Folder Company of this city,
was incorporated this week with a capital stock of $50,000.
The incorporators are: George Mentges, John Mentges,
Fred Mentges, Jacob Mentges and William Blake...The
following resolution was passed at the meeting of the
Merchants’ and Grocers” association Monday night:
“Resolved that the Grocers’ and Merchants’ association
favor the erection of a Victory Building as a memorial to
the soldiers, sailors and aviators of Shelby County.”.

OHIO-The Dixie Highway between Covington, Kentucky,
and Lima, Ohio, is now marked in its entirety. During the
latter part of September a painter armed with black, white
and red paint finished his job marking the poles, putting
the “D. H.” in red and the directions about turning at
corners in black.

FT. LORAMIE-The canal was in fine condition for
skating Tuesday morning and the boys tried out their
skates with plain strokes and made the figure
cight..William Dep’t Store for good rubbers and heavy
shoes...The War Saving Stamps are a good investment for
the monthly savings...The Sherman Grain Co. are having
the firm name painted on the building...St. Vincent De
Paul society had a meeting with Mrs. John Boerger
Thursday. Ten members were present and the usual
amount of work accomplished.

SIDNEY (13%)-Information is wanted concerning Mrs.
Caroline Hardesty, formerly the wife of Conrad Lucas
Hardesty, former residents of this city years ago. Any
information concerning her will be gladly received by P. L.
Fraizer.

SIDNEY (27th) - Mrs. Sarah Van Fossen was as present
with a large 2 %2 pound fruit cake and a large box of Esther
Price candy by one of her lady friends Tuesday, as a
Christmas present. The cake and candy is also considered
as an anniversary present as Mrs. Van Fossen was united in
marriage to W. M. Van Fossen on Christmas eve, fifty-
eight years ago. Her husband has been dead for about 18
years. Mrs. Van Fossen greatly appreciated the gift.

VAN BUREN TWSP. Arthur Opperman and Otto
Wierwille, of Van Buren Township, were fined $25 and
cost each by Justice of the Peace. They were charged with
stealing a lot of muskrat hides.

HAPPY NEW YEAR- Wishing you-12 months of
success, 52 weeks of laughter, 365 days of fun, 8760 hours
of joy, 525600 minutes of good luck and 31536000 seconds
of happiness.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our
Historical Society. Please consider a gitt from your will or estate
plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Moving? Please let us know
your new address.
The Post Oftice will not forward
your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi
Treasurer: Dave Russell

Vice-President: Faye Spangler
Director: Tilda Phlipot

Secretary: Rich Wallace

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC.
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Tom and Betsy Salm

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
David and Nancy Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn




