
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 

CONTACT US: 

937-498-1653 

 

On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

 

  Facebook:  

Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  

promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members: 

Gary Schwaiger, Sidney, OH 

Tim and Julia Wolfe, Sidney, OH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

December 2019 Edition 

THE FUTURE IS NOW 
 You might recall we kept you, our members, updated over the 

course of the last several months about the progress of our efforts to pass 

an operating funds levy for your Society and museums located in Anna, 

Botkins, Jackson Center and Fort Loramie.  We ended each of the articles 

with the encouraging word, “We can do this!” 

 We did it!  The levy passed.  Your Society has a much brighter 

financial future. 

 How do we begin to thank you for all the support you have given 

us?  The county voters have given us a tremendous opportunity to 

continue sharing our rich history.  We pledge to be responsible stewards 

of the funds with which voters have entrusted us.  The future of your 

Shelby County Historical Society is exciting and full of promises and 

opportunities which will advance our mission and vision. 

 The Shelby County Historical Society, since its rebirth in 1993, 

has dared to dream big dreams.  It has worked to achieve goals that 

provide enrichment to our community.   

 The levy money will supplement our operational budget.  It will 

not be an end to all fundraising, however.  In previous issues of this 

newsletter, we outlined our vision to use the annex across the street to 

create an educational facility and artifact preservation area which will 

keep our heritage safe for the future. 

     We look forward to partnering with other community agencies to 

create a better community.   
 

Thank You. 

 Julie Gilardi, Board President 

 Tilda Phlipot, Director 

 Rich Wallace, Levy Coordinator 
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Volunteers 

October Volunteer Info: 

 187 Volunteers 

1239 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for  

October: 
 

Pam Allen 

Kathie Woodruff 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In October,  

2692 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Anna - Peter Pan 
Sidney 28th - Anne Shirley 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

Doug Benson, Nancy Abels, Dan Doll,  

Ellen Freytag, Carolyn Haney, Judy Harp,  

Roger Lentz, and Phyllis Piper 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

 

Christmas 
of 

Yesteryear 
Brought to you by the Shelby County Historical Society and open to 

the public.  Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of Christmas of 

YesterYear!   All ages are welcome. 

It’s Free! 

Professional Photo with Santa only $5 each 

Decorate your own gingerbread house! 

Make pottery ornaments   

Toy train display 

Ornament Making 

Christmas Trees decorated by local children  

Woodcarving demonstrations    

Special Merchandise Discounts  

Popcorn & Chestnuts roasted on an open fire 

 

Saturday, December 7th, 11:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Ross Historical Center 

201 N. Main Ave., downtown Sidney 
937-498-1653 

O P E N  H O U S E 

SAVE 10% 
ON BOOKS 

& GIFTS 



 

began producing blacksmith tools and 

wood lathes and later made high technical 

large steel lathes.  These high tech steel 

precision lathes wouldn’t fit in an 

ordinary person’s living room.  Other 

manufactured items were 

drills, blacksmith’s forges, 

woodworking machines, 

engine driven lathes, gauges, 

vises, level and mortising 

machines, planes, and borers. 

 The company, under 

the direct ownership of Mr. 

Getz, had been built into a 

lucrative business.  Later in 

the 1930s, through the 

depression years, the 

company conducted business 

worldwide.  This was 

substantiated during a 

telephone interview with 

Scott Snapp, grandson of A.C. Getz. 

 During the depression, Mr. Getz 

wanted to keep the company up and 

running.  He actually supplemented 

employee hours to retain all of his 

employees to prevent lay-offs.  He wrote 

I.O.U.s to himself in order to keep his 

payroll and production up for his 

stockholders.  His dedication has not been 

surpassed by any other businessman of 

Shelby County. 

 Years later, the 

company closed its 

doors after years of 

production.  Eventually 

Mr. Ralph Stolle 

purchased the building, 

with the exception of 

the machines and 

equipment that was  
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The Sidney Machine and  

Tool Company 
 By Dave Martin 

 The Sidney Machine and Tool 

Company stood on the southwest corner 

of Highland and North Streets for over 

100 hundred years.  Like a friendly old 

ghost, the company has come and gone 

like so many other industries in 

Sidney, Ohio. 

 During the mid 1890s, 

possibly 1895, Sebastian and 

May Company operated what 

became the Sidney Machine 

and Tool Company.  The 

Sidney based company 

occupied the city lots 952 

through 976 (a 1.7 acre tract) 

which has, in its day, stood the 

test of time.  In 1905, records 

indicate that Alfred C. Getz 

purchased the Sidney Machine 

and Tool Company.  Mr. Getz 

also held a board seat with the 

Monarch Machine Company. 

 The resourceful Mr. Getz had his 

hands in industry most of his life.  The 

Sidney Machine and Tool Company 

constructed lathes for woodworking 

much like their counterparts at Monarch 

Machine.  Mr. Getz had patented and 

supplied the invention of the lathe that 

Monarch Machine Company produced.  

The Sidney Machine and Tool Company  

The Sidney Machine Tool Company. Year taken is unknown. 

A. C. Getz 
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auctioned off separately.  It was said, “The machinery and equipment, even though very old, was 

the very best of its type anywhere in the world.”  Buyers came from as far as Tokyo, Japan.  

Most of the inventory was purchased used at the Genet Machine Company in Westmoreland, PA.  

 The building was purchased from the Stolle estate by Wilbur Ray Lindsey II.  When 

Wilbur, or Ray, and I toured the building I walked into the old Sidney Machine and Tool 

Company.  I stood and looked about in amazement.  There was a quite stunning ghost-like 

environment.  I spent a moment and tried to imagine the once-busy, noisy effect of men working 

and machines running and I felt sad to think that everything had changed drastically. A once 

bustling multi-million dollar industry had crumbled and became just a neighborhood eyesore.  

The structure loomed over State Route 47 West that signified the changes of era, 47 now running 

with traffic and passerby who ignored the old structure.  Remember that years ago Rt. 47 was 

part of Michigan Avenue.  Like Michigan Avenue and Rt. 47, the Sidney Machine and Tool 

Company had surrendered to great changes from yesteryear.  Imagine over 10,000 lathes and or 

coil winders were built on this site. 

Editor’s Note: 

 The date of this article is unknown.  On December 13, 2004, the original building for 

the Sidney Machine and Tool Company burned to the ground after an accidental fire.  These 

photos were taken by Dave Fleming. 

New this year! 

Brass O
rnament 

Celebrating 20 years of  

Christm
as of Yesteryear! 
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New this year! 

Brass O
rnament 

Celebrating 20 years of  

Christm
as of Yesteryear! 

“This scene is an authentic recreation of the Shelby County 

Court House Square in Sidney, Ohio as it appeared in 1879. 

The original ink drawing was done by John H. Gusching in 

1947, and later used in 1979 by Monarch for their annual 

Christmas card. It was colored in 2018 by Maureen O’Keefe 

for the Shelby County Historical Society.” 

MEMBERS ONLY SALE 

For the month of November until December 7 

A set of 10 Christmas Cards and our new Christmas of 

Yesteryear ornament will be discounted 25% each! 

10 
Shipping and Handling 

 Charges $5.00 

Shipping and Handling Charges $5.00 

Available Early December 

Discount does not include S&H charges Ornament Available Early December 
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Ala Mysteries 
at the Museum, 
a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey 

A Dazzling Insight to a Bygone Era 
 

 When walking into a building, often one of the first things noticed 

is the brightness level of the room, and what the source of that light might 

be. In medieval times, chandeliers were used to provide an effective way 

to illuminate large areas. However, due to their materials and ornate 

craftsmanship, they were often a symbol of how much wealth a person 

had. This symbol of stature has been carried over the years until more 

modern times, when the material used became more lightweight and the 

means to make them more cost effective. Chandeliers can be seen in 

homes of prominent people throughout the world; our own building boasts 

several, three of which are in the Maria-Theresa style. Recently, another 

chandelier waltzed through our doors giving insight into an often forgotten 

aspect of Shelby County’s history. At first glance, this donation didn’t 

look like much since it had been in storage for several years. But, like 

most things in life, with a little elbow grease and some brass cleaner it 

polished up to become a beautiful centerpiece and was installed in an 

upstairs room after getting rewired. The biggest mystery behind this 

fixture, however, was its history and from whence it came. This 1930’s 

era, four tiered wedding cake style chandelier once hung in the main lodge 

of the Mid State tourist camp along Co. Rd. 25A owned by Napoleon and 

Genie (Frazier) Bernardi, and is a wonderful addition to our collection! 

Dixie Highway & Tourist Camps 
 

 After the advent of the automobile became a widespread success, many travelers began to notice the need for 

better roads instead of the many miles of dirt and gravel roads that were already in existence. “Good Roads, Progress, 

and Prosperity” became the slogan of the Good Roads Movement that occurred in the United States at the turn of the 

twentieth century. After his development of the east-west Lincoln Highway in 1912, Carl Fisher decided that another 

road was needed to connect the Midwest with the south. Thus, on April 3, 1915 the concept of the Dixie Highway was 

born. With its completion, it allowed motorists the ability to travel quickly from Michigan all the way south to Miami, 

Florida. The influx of vehicles spawned an economic boom in the many towns along the way and is a great example 

of the impact of early highway construction. 

 While some travelers along the Dixie Highway were able to afford 

staying in a hotel, many could not and instead resorted to packing everything 

they needed to make camp along their way. These little “tin can tourist camps” 

gave several entrepreneurs the idea to create tourist camps along the highway 

where families could set up their tent for as little as a quarter and have access 

to running water and a bathroom. Eventually, some camp owners began adding 

cabins and as their development increased it led to gas stations, auto repair 

shops, restaurants, and souvenir shops popping up along the way. The log 

cabin tourist camp and filling station owned by the Bernardi family is one such 

example of the impact the Dixie Highway had within Shelby County. 

Unfortunately, since the development of a more complex highway system, 

Interstate-75, many of these once popular tourist stops along the Dixie 

Highway have disappeared. However, they remain alive in our memories and 

through artifacts such as this beautiful chandelier! 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
DEC-75 Years Ago-1944 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY-When Mrs. Charles Watkins, 21, English war-bride of 
Corporal Charles Watkins, stepped from the train at a Sidney 
station a few days ago, she was greeted by a group of the 
members of her husband’s family who had been notified of her 
time of arrival by the American Red Cross.  Those in the 
welcome party were: Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Bonnoront, their 
youngest daughter, Linda Sue, who smiles her welcome; Mrs. 
Francis Rouck; and Mrs. P. L. Glick, Miss Miriam Miller, Mrs. 
Orville Watkins and her small daughter Rebecca; Mrs. Sam 
Watkins; Mrs. John Nettleship and Mrs. Roy Miller. 
 

SIDNEY (14TH)-Holy Angels Titans will be up against stiff 
opposition when they journey to Anna Friday night to play that 
team in their second league game of the season.  With both teams 
having one league game to their credit, and both trying to get 
another, the game tomorrow night should be one of those nip 
and tuck affairs in which the stronger team shall be victor.  The 
Titan quintet has been striving hard during practice session this 
week to build up a good defense which they hope will stop the 
Rockets.  With the regular starting line-up of Kinsella, Kerrigan, 
Purnell, Bowman and Jordan they will be ready to battle the 
Anna team in a game that promises to be a good one. 
 

SIDNEY (19th)-A group of 44 couples will gather at the annual 
Hi-Y Christmas formal dance which will be held tonight, 
December 19, in the girl’s gymnasium at Sidney High.  The 
theme is Christmas.  It is a program dance with a girls’ choice, 
Christmas tree dance and a blackout dance as highlights of the 
evening.  Music will be furnished by all the foremost bands and 
orchestras of the county who will appear on a Victrola.  
Refreshments will be served between the seventh and eighth 
dance consisting of chocolate sundaes, capers, cakes and candies.  
The club wishes to thank members of the committees who have 
worked to make the dance a success.  Decorations: George 
Uffner, Bob Bulle, Dick Beck and Bud Schief; Programs: Eugene 
Runyon, Sam Jackson, Roland Swonger and Louis Warbington.  
Refreshments:  Gus Kookoosedes, Dan Young, George Long, 
and Joe Anderson. 
 

SHELBY COUNTY-Joe Crusey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clem 
Crusey, is home from Sheep head Bay, N.Y. to spend 
Christmas... Mr. and Mrs. John Mentges, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. John 
Mentges Jr., will spend Christmas in Springfield, going there for a 
family dinner with relatives...  Mrs. Marie Palmisano will visit in 
Troy over Christmas with her brother, Joseph Attenweiler and 
family... Corporal and Mrs. James E. Woodell, stationed at 
Childress Air Field Childress, Texas are spending a furlough with 
relatives and friends in this city...  Miss Kathleen McGrath is 
home from Mt. St. Joseph college, Cincinnati, for the holidays 
with her parents Mr. and Mrs. McGrath... Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Griffis, Jr. and daughter, Gail, and son, Gary is arriving here 
from Glen Ridge, N. J., to visit with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Philber Abe, Bon Air, and Mr. and Mrs. Fred L. Griffis, South 
Main avenue. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

DEC-100 Years Ago-1919 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

HOUSTON-During the winds of Saturday p.m. last a portion 
of the High School building roof was lifted and lain quite a 
distance upon the beautiful lawn east of the building.  A stable 
on the Geo. G. Wick property was almost put out of usefulness 
and at the same time damaged a buggy for G. G.  Then we 
learned a barn or stable on Uncle Mike Wick farm was made 
useless by the antics of the same “bunch of wind” we had with 
us.  A number of other suffered from this and in various ways, 
yet no serious loss and fortunately no accidents or loss to life or 
human limb. 
 

WASH. D. C. (12th)-The coal strike costs over a hundred 
million dollars according to National coal associations officials.  
Strikers lost wages estimated at sixty million.  Operators’ loss 
estimated at twenty million.  Loss to the United States in 
increased costs for coal for railroads and ships estimated at about 
thirty-eight million. 
 

SIDNEY-A Piggly Wiggly grocery will be open in Sidney about 
the first of the year by Leo Louis, of Piqua, who for many years 
was associated with his father in a leading grocery in Piqua.  Fred 
Shultz, of Piqua, will move from the Piqua and will be immediate 
charge of the Sidney store.  The location of the Piggly Wiggly 
store will be in the Monumental Building, Kelley’s old stand, 
which store was sold to Mr. Louis.  It is a self-serve store in 
which each customer goes through and pick out the goods 
desired.  The customers are provided with baskets and go thru 
the store by circuitous aisles and pick out what they want, as they 
would in their home pantry.  Each package is marked as to the 
contents and price and the customer finally is “checked out” by 
the cashier at the end of the aisle.  It is the cafeteria system 
adapted to retail stores. 
 

SIDNEY (19th)-Ben Levine, of the Enterprise Dry Cleaning 
establishment, and E. C. Gasaway, the south side dry cleaner, got 
into a lively scrap at Gasaway’s place about noon Wednesday.  
The quarrel arose concerning a pair of pants.  After a few words 
between the two men was passed and they began butting each 
other.  Gasaway was knocked against the front window which 
was broken into a hundred pieces.  After pummeling each other 
for a few minutes they separated and Levine returned to his place 
of business.  Neither combatant suffered much injury as result of 
the melee.  Both pressed charges and will go to court next 
Thursday morning. 
 

SIDNEY-A very pleasant evening was spent by the members of 
the Presbyterian church choir Thursday evening when they were 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Max Carey on Tawawa Heights.  The 
Christmas music was practiced and during the social hour Ms. 
Tilda Phlipot gave a program on the Shelby County Historical 
Society and what the Society does for the communities in Shelby 
County. A most appetizing lunch was served.  The guests were 
Mrs. Nina Wright, Misses Wiles, Jessie Ayres Wilson, Margaret 
Hess, Jane Bailey, Sharon Mohrbacher and Tilda Phlipot. 
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Moving?  Please let us know 

your new address.   

The Post Office will not forward 

your newsletter to you. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot   

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, 

Eric Jones, Becki Wood, and David Potts 

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our 
Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate 
plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Betty Richards 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
George and Janice Snowden 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 


