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| Saturday, December 5th, 11:00 - 2:00 p.m. |

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER 21st Annual PF
P.O. Box 376 . e
201 N. Main Ave. Christmas of Yesterwypear
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653 This year will look a little different than in the past.
shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com will get to take home a goody bag full of Christmas fun!
All ages are welcome. This event is open to the public.
HOURS: : Take Home Christmas Goody Bags Ross HISTORICAL CENTER
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday Gingerbread House Kits 201 N. Main Ave., downtown Sidney
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays Wreath Ornament Kit 937-498-1653
Closed Sundays and Holidays Wooden Ornament Kit www. Shelbvcountyhistory org
On the Web: A visit from Santa 4"»
G Train Display at 115 E. North St.
ey o | — mR__
Popcorn and Chestnuts roasted on an open fire  ETIIEI

SO, S, Culte Goody bags for the first 300 children. "

If you are interested in receiving ‘ ‘
your newsletter electronically, please A
submit your email address to g \ \

shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and

educate our community to preserve The Shelby County HlStOI‘lcal

and promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of SOClety WOUld llke to WlSh a,ll Of

excellence where we build for tomorrow

st . our members a Merry Christmas
Welcome New Members: and a Happy NeW Yea]:‘T

No New Members

Ross Historical Center Holiday Hours:
We will close on December 18 and reopen on January 4, 2021.

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25 Re mlnd‘e T...

Family - $35

Friends of the Society - $150 Community Foundation of Shelby County
Legacy Partner - $300

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 Match Day 2020
. 4GI¥ING

December 1st — Double YOUR Impact! TUESDAY




| We get Mail: |

Dear Julie and all, |

I enjoyed the article on the Burkhart Building and Mrs. Weaver. I knew
her in the late 1970s and early 1980s when Holy Angels Church maintained a
clothing center downtown. She was a regular customer, always looking for al
little help, and especially for white anklet socks that she always wore!

I was drawn to her somehow, she was so alone! I remember going to herl
funeral, there were only three young women there for her, nieces perhaps.

Thanks for remembering her in the history of our downtown! She w

|quite a gal! |
Farrel Kaplan |

Mﬁm;n;m;m;m;mmm
i Looking for the Right Gift?

¥ A gift membership in the Shelby County Historical Society will remind
£, & others of your good cheer each month as the Society’s newsletter, Historical

This may be the perfect gift for children who have moved away and
1 parents and friends who have retired to warmer climes. Help them keep in
touch with their history.
One-year memberships are available at $25 for individuals and $35 for
families. Please send full names and addresses to:
Shelby County Historical Society
P.O. Box 376
Sidney OH 45365-0376
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for November:

Ohio 12th - Snipe
Gifts for Christmas - The Famous was on the
East side of the square

S

VOLUNTEERS !
October Volunteer Info:

45 Volunteers
The clues were found by: 529 Hours

Glen Philips, John Laws, Mark Deam, Phyllis
Piper, and Suzie Martin

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
October:
Deb Kaufman
Carol Meyer
Congratulations! Thank you to all our
The clue will be found ONLY in the | | volunteers! We depend on you! In October,
“Out of the Past” section. 691 people participated in SCHS programs.




Women throughout Sidney’s History
Have Caused Many Ripples

Mother Theresa once said, “I alone cannot
change the world, but I can cast a stone across the
waters to create many ripples.” These ripples in turn
affect the world around us, inspiring others to create
more ripples, sparking change after change. We all
are born with the capability to cast our own stones
through the waters of time, and the effects are felt
throughout history. One does not need to be world-
renowned in order for his/her efforts to make a
difference, and this is often the case with many
unsung heroes, especially throughout Shelby
County’s history. As we celebrate Sidney’s
Bicentennial this year, we reflect on many of the
strong and courageous men and women whose
stories have contributed to its success throughout
the last two centuries. For this article, we will focus
on the many extraordinary women from Sidney who
followed their dreams and passions, and in the end
caused many ripples to change the world around
them.

One of the earliest and possibly most well-
known women was Julia Lamb. She founded the
first Christian Ladies Aid Commission in Shelby
County and during the Civil War helped put
together care packages and hosted benefits to raise
money for aid for the county’s many soldiers. She
was also an extremely generous philanthropist
throughout her later life, donating to many
organizations such as the Presbyterian Church. One
of her most memorable contributions, however, was
the land for the creation of a playground along the
Great Miami River. As per her instructions, this
land is still in use to this day as Julia Lamb Field
where many schoolchildren gather to play and
practice football.

Although there have been several female
missionaries from the area, three women stand out
in particular. First, we have Ella Schenck, the
daughter of a traveling preacher at Lockington. She
dedicated eight years of her life to the education of
people living in West Africa before she was brutally

murdered at the age of 32 in a massacre at Rotufunk
in Sierra Leone during the Hut Tax War of 1898.
The United Brethren Church in Sidney
dedicated their newly constructed building to her in
1902, and it still stands at the corner of West Ave.
and Beech St. Second, would be Ida Haslup Goode.
After graduating from Sidney High School in 1875,
she obtained her teaching certificate from Indiana
Wesleyan University and became the first female
principal at Sidney High School. Ida Haslup then
took a job in Pueblo, Colorado until the death of her
friend Fannie Goode after which she returned and
married widower, W.H.C. Goode. After her
husband’s death in 1923, she took operational
control of the American Steel Scraper Company and
managed it for a number of years. Ida Haslup Goode
was highly involved with the Methodist Church in
Sidney and the Women’s Home Missionary Society.
She helped sponsor the growth of Bennett College
in North Carolina for African American women as
well as the Geo. O. Robinson School in Puerto Rico.
She passed away in 1958, just a few months shy of
her hundredth birthday after a life dedicated to
education and serving in her faith.
Third, would be Laura Richards, who graduated
from Sidney High School with Lois Lenski in 1911.
She served as a nurse for the Red Cross in France
during WWI, but felt called to join the Presbyterian
missionary. Through the church, she traveled to
China first as a nurse, then felt the call to establish
an orphanage for children who were cast away.
During the time Laura ran the Canaan Home
orphanage in a remote region of northern China, she
faced extreme poverty and famine a country in
political chaos. She kept her faith despite the odds
and was able to save the lives of over 250 children
in the years she lived there. Even after her return to
the United States, she continued to feel the call to
evangelize children and made several ventures to
the Philippines as well.



Many women throughout Sidney and Shelby
County have also made strides in multiple job fields
besides education and missionary work across the
past two decades. Delia Amos, later married to a
Holbrook and a Smith, became the first female
newspaper editor in Ohio when she took charge of
the Sidney Daily News in 1891. She was also
president of the Ohio Women’s Press Association
and a world traveler. After she married her first
husband, Delia moved to Los Angeles, California
where she became the joint owner and
manager of the Western Reservel
Democrat.

Another woman from Sidney who
made many ripples in the media industry |
was Margaret (Margo) Russell. After
getting her start first as a journalist, |
Margo quickly became editor of the}
pioneer publication “Coin World” |
published by Amos Press. She was|
known by many in coin collecting circle
as the “First Lady of Numismatics.”
Margo was an adviser to Congress on |
several matters that concerned the coin |
club community and was even appointed
by Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964 to serve
as a member of the United States Assay
Committee, which was a panel created
for the confirmation that certain coins &8
met their statutory requirements. She was [=

Farida Wiley

considered a pioneer for mental health advocacy in
Ohio.

Along with the many women who have
inspired changes in the world around them, there
have also been many women in Sidney’s history who
have gone out into the world to pursue their dreams
and passions. Farida Wiley is an excellent example
of how pursuing your passion can lead to a career of
your dreams. She traveled from Sidney to New York
City as a self taught naturalist, teaching botany to

=1 blind students at the American
'.': ‘| Museum of Natural History where she
maintained a career for 60 years. Her
favorite pastime was to lead tours
hrough Central Park to view the wide
variety of birds that flocked there at
different times of the year, which was
] an activity she maintained even into
| her early 90°s.
| From birds that fly in the sky to fish
‘| that swim in the sea, Sidney had a
| woman passionate about both
| extremes. From an early age, Aunalee
| Crusey Kerns and her twin brother,
Elmer Jr., were avid fishermen and
{participated in several juvenile
competitions. Aunalee had a natural
knack for the sport and went on to
|become a famous trick fly-
fisherwoman. She became a national

a recipient of multiple awards through
the American Numismatic Association and received
their highest honor, the Farran Zerbe award, as well
as being inducted into the ANA Hall of Fame in
Colorado.

Several women have also made strides in
recognizing the need for better accommodations for
people, most especially children, with physical and
mental illnesses. Helen Coffield was instrumental in
creating a summer camp for developmentally
disabled children in 1969, and later helped establish
the Shelby County School for the Mentally Retarded
in 1975. She was recognized as an “Outstanding
Citizen” by the Sidney City Council as well as listed
as one of the top ten people in the Miami Valley in
1986. Marianne Helmlinger was also an advocate for
those that had a mental illness within the
community. Aside from being a teacher for 38 years,
she also sat on the Ohio National Alliance for
Mental Illness (NAMI) board for 28 years and was

women’s fly and bait casting
champion and once toured around the United States
and Canada to perform tricks with her rod and reel,
such as flicking a cigarette butt out of a person’s
mouth from across the length of a swimming pool.
An article in LIFE magazine titled “Teach Me to
Cast” featured Aunalee as well as did many sporting
ads in the 1950’s and 60’s.

Currently there are still many extraordinary
women making a positive impact on the world
around them, from Dr. Lisa Alvetro who founded the
Smiles of Hope charity in Tanzania, to Libby Van
Treese who is the holder of 11 national trick titles in
water skiing, to Julie Ehemann who became not only
the first female mayor of Anna but the first female
county commissioner in Shelby County. These
women have all taught us that any woman can be
extraordinary so long as she strives towards her
goals and continue to achieve them!

Written by Jane Bailey for the Shelby County Bicentennial



EARL LEE WHISKY

By: Jack Sullivan
http://pre-prowhiskeymen.blogspot.com/2012/04/

Earl Lee Sold Drinks Both
to Cheer and Cure

Earl Lee of Sidney, Ohio, had a dual
approach to selling spirits. On one account, he
claimed to make the “world’s best” liquor to
provide drinks of cheer. On another account, he
produced highly alcoholic proprietary medicines as
drinks to cure all manner of ailments. He also
issued beverage glasses to deliver both.

Lee was a self-made man in the American
tradition. He was born in 1879 in Wiley Station,
Darke County, Ohio. His father was a timber
merchant who moved his family frequently from
place to place throughout the Buckeye State,
limiting educational opportunities for his children.

In 1891 the elder Lee
retired to Sidney in Shelby
County. The town was named
after Sir Philip Sidney, a well-
known poet and member of
British Parliament, and formed
from a parcel of land located
along the west side of the Great
Miami River. The construction of
the Miami and Erie Canal
between 1825 and 1837 had
connected Sidney in a north-south

Earl Lee: born 1879,
died 1960 at the age of 81.

considered specifics for many diseases.”

When the Tax Act of 1898 was passed to
help finance the Spanish American War, the
revenue burden fell, in part, on proprietary
medicines. Until 1902, each bottle of a remedy had
to bear a stamp attesting that a tax had been paid to
the Federal government. Lee was very careful to
keep on the right side of the law and all his potions
bore the necessary U.S. Government tax stamps.
Unfortunately my research has not turned up any
pictures of Lee-Cur-U bottles or labels.

By contrast several varieties of Lee’s
beverage containers are known. Some declared that
Lee’s products were “America’s best.” Others
raised the ante, claiming his were the “world’s

best” liquors. Others make no
@ claims but list both his Sidney and
Wapakoneta outlets. In addition
to his shots, Lee also issued larger
drinking glasses. Another
giveaway to saloons carrying his
liquor were corkscrews bearing
his name.

The presence of the Miami
-Erie Canal meant that Lee could
send his products from Sidney to
a wider market on a canal boat.

direction with major trade centers
in Ohio. In addition to opening the first significant
"outside" trade for Sidney, the construction of the
canal also attracted an influx of settlers to the area.
In Sidney, Earl was able to get just a bit of
public schooling. Recognized early as a smart
youngster, Lee was only 19 years-old when he
started a liquor business in Wapakoneta, Ohio, up
the road in Auglaize County. Three years later,
without closing this outlet, he returned to Sidney.
At age 22 he joined with an older brother,
Valentine, to establish the Earl Lee Company.
That business not only sold whiskey, it
made and merchandised a line of patent medicines.
Despite having no medical education of any kind,
Earl Lee turned out a series of nostrums under the
intriguing brand name “Lee-Cur-U.” Highly
alcoholic, they proved very popular. A
contemporary account asserted about the Lee-Cur-
U remedies: “They have a wide sale and are

They transported his liquor and
proprietary medicines north to Toledo and the Great
Lakes area, and south to Cincinnati, the Ohio River
and eventually to markets down the Mississippi
River. Every indication is that he took full
advantage of this good transport system to expand
his customer base for both whiskey and cures.

Lee married a local girl named Flora Heil,
the daughter of Henry and Minnie Heil of Sidney.
They had two children, Forest and Esther. He
housed his family in a mansion on South Main
Avenue. From his liquor and Lee-Cur-U sales, he
had grown wealthy and had invested heavily in
buying and selling properties in Sidney and the
surrounding area. It was recorded that: “In handling
real estate, Mr. Lee makes auction and private lot
sales a specialty and offers reliable realty, home
owning and business investment propositions.”

He also was active as an elected Democratic
politician, representing the First Ward in Sidney.
His adherence as a Democrat probably had a lot to



do with his profession, as that party generally was considered “wet,” that is, opposed to
prohibition. Many Republicans, on the other hand, were in league with anti-drinking forces.

The Sidney Daily News of March 17, 1910, recorded that Lee and two colleagues
serving on the town council made a study of the feasibility of a municipally-owned light plant
in Sidney. The teams had visited two nearby towns with such an arrangement, but apparently
were not impressed. Lee and the others returned to recommend that bids be sought from private
corporations. He was re-elected in 1912, serving a total of three terms.

When a “History of Shelby County” was published in Sidney in 1913, Earl Lee was one
of the local businessmen the author featured. The book called Lee a “leading citizen” and
commended him for “his intense public spirit and the business acumen which is needful in
public matters as well as personal enterprises.” That same year Lee shut down his liquor
enterprise, perhaps as the result of the “local option” prohibition that was then sweeping the
State of Ohio. The fate of his alcohol-heavy medicines is not recorded.

With the demise of his liquor business, Earl, with wife Flora, moved to Southern
California where he died and was buried. His life had epitomized the ability of young
Americans of his time with sparse education to rise in the world through their inventiveness,
hard work and sense of civic obligation. As the History of Shelby County indicated, Earl Lee's
life epitomized one of success "in public matters as well as personal enterprise.”

The top row is a collection of premium shot glass souvenirs.
Bottom photo is a cork screw that was given to saloons.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
DEC. 1960 - 60 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY 5%-Nearly two hundred employees, wives,
husbands and guests of Le Roi Division, Westinghouse Air
Brake Company, enjoyed their second social of the year
Thursday evening. It was planned by the company to be a
Christmas dancing party, the affair held at the Sidney
Armory on West avenue. Music was played by Swartz’s
Orchestra with dancing hours from nine to one o’clock. A
buffet supper was served at intermission. For-five
attendance prizes were awarded though out the evening to
the women. At the close of the affair, Rudy Smole of the
purchasing department was featured on his accordion and
accompanied by Father Time on the Pizzelle. Decorations
throughout the hall were in keeping with the holiday

season.

Christmas came to the Shelby County courthouse
Thursday in the annual Christmas party for the entire
official staff for each of the county offices. There was
feasting with baked ham and all the accompaniments of a
covered dish menu during the noon hour when the offices
are closed. It was made a farewell feature for four of those
who have served past terms: Cletk of Courts Orville
Eisenhut; Probate Judge Millard E. Hussey, County
Recorder Clarence Harp and County Commissioner Harold
Miller. This party for the courthouse staff has been an
annual event since it was started 20 years ago by Mr. and
Mrs. Eisenhut, first planned for the personnel of the clerk’s
office, then it spread to other third floor offices and finally
to the entire courthouse and outlaying county departments.

Ad Section: Christmas in an Envelope-Wonderful, isn’t it
that we can tuck into an envelope all the warmth and
beauty of Christmas we feel in our hearts and send them to
the far corners of the earth-or to folks, next door. For
Christmas, more than any other occasion during the year, is
a time of sharing, a time of caring...and the world becomes
an exciting place. It takes only moments to send a
Christmas card, yet the good wish lives forever. And with
every card you write, another friendship has been
strengthened. People who select their friends with care
know the importance of selecting their Christmas cards in
the same manner-cards that will serve as worthy
representatives to bear their holiday good wishes across the
miles or across the street. When you choose Hallmark
cards at our store, you may be sure that among the many
Christmas greetings your friends will receive, yours will
make a lasting impression. What else costs so little...yet
means so much! Carey Card Store-W. Poplar, Sidney Oh.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
DEC. 1920-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

Sidney-3rd-The dangerous Highland avenue Big Four
crossing at the west end of the city took the toll of three
young lives about 11PM Tuesday night when the fast east
bound passenger train No. 18 struck and automobile
occupied by Fred Smith 19 year old, of East Sidney,
Richard Thompson, aged 16, of Elm street and Carl
Daniels, aged 18, of Court street. Smith and Thompson
were instantly killed and Daniels died a few minutes after
being taken to the hospital without regaining
consciousness. They were lying beside the track and one
was under the back end of what remained of the
automobile. Coroner Pepper was notified and the bodies
of the three boys wee turned over to undertakers
Princehouse and Salm. The train No. 18 does not stop in
Sidney and the Engineer did not know that he had struck
anything until he had arrived in Bellefontaine when he
found a part of the machine upon the pilot of the engine.
Thus, three of the best known young men of this city were
sent into eternity at the twinkling of an eye and the true
story of the accident will probably never be known.

10t-Multiplied millions of gifts will be purchased within
the next few weeks in the beautiful effort of millions of
people to make others happy. But the holiday shopping
carries with it a weight of toil not only for the buyers of
gifts, but for merchants and their help, for the street car
folk, indeed, for everybody. A glance at the accumulating
mountains of packages at the Cincinnati post office should
move those who contemplate sending their remembrances
to a distance to do it as soon as possible. Early shopping is
the prudent and sensible thing to do.

FT. LORAMIE-21s-Harry Lombard who with Lela
Fairchild Lombard will be heard on the Third Lyceum
course Thursday evening Dec. 30, is a baritone singer also
noted for his ability as a comedian. He has had long
experience on the concert and operatic stage. For eight
years she was with the English Opera Co. Lela Fairchild
Lembard a former member of the Fairchild Quartet, with a
likable contralto a talented reader and humorous
impersonator.

SIDNEY-31st-Seventeen American legion men, members
of the Ohio State university football team, instilled the
fighting spirit which enabled the Ohio team to defeat the
University of Illinois and win the championship of the
Western conference. The team which is coached by a
legionnaire also won over Wisconsin, Gonzaga, Michigan
and Chicago. It scored 58 points in conference games,
against 20 for its opponents.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
Newsletter of the
Shelby County Historical Society

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
SIDNEY, OH 45365

PERMIT #31
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep

history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot
Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, David

Potts, and Becki Wood

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Doug Allinger

John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given

Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company
Michael & Jane Jones
Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Betty Richards

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




