
 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Closed Sat, Sun, and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

Instagram 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 
 and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Jennifer Geise, Dayton, OH 

Kathleen Boykin, Zelienople, PA 

 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

December 2021 Edition 

Christmas of Yesteryear 
It’s Free! 

Saturday, December 4th, 11:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

 This is truly the season of blessings for our Shelby County Historical 

Society.  We are fortunate in those who have shown themselves believers in the 

way we contribute value to our community with our various youth and adult 

programs as well as exhibits, but we also are truly thankful for the many volunteers 

who time after time step up to help us.  A case in point is our traditional Christmas 

of Yesteryear program here at the Ross Center where we have close to 800 people 

come through during the first Saturday in December to enjoy making Christmas 

crafts, especially our trademark gingerbread houses, and to visit with Santa.  

Because of the large number of people in such tight quarters with the epidemic still 

striking portions of our population so hard, we decided reluctantly to host an  

occasion similar to what we did last year.  Giving out goody bags to at least 300 

children required its own labor as all of the items had to be bought then assembled.  

Once again, the goodhearted people of our town stepped up to help with Steve and 

Peggy Baker underwriting the extra expense of  special bags while a host of 

volunteers (some of whom have never helped before) worked diligently to conquer 

the job.  Additionally, we will have a giant display of trains and a Rainbow 

Gardeners flower show across the street at the Wallace Family Learning Center for 

all to enjoy.  And of course we could not have our event without Santa, who will 

be at the Ross Center to greet the children. 

 We are also thankful for the generosity of our supporters far and wide, who 

realize that the amazing opportunity of Match Day makes their gift double in its 

significance due to the benevolence of our long-time friend Dave Ross.  This year 

will be no exception as we look to accomplish the financial goals we established 

this last year.  Our new funding will permit updating (long overdue) of the 

communication technology with the Ross Center.  Who would ever have thought 

25 years ago, that a faster internet could be so important to a “History House”?  

Now we are seeing that connecting our two facilities will be possible through the 

generosity of people like you.  We appreciate all donations regardless of size 

because we are so much stronger with your continued support.  Yes, indeed, we are 

blessed in this season of blessings.  And so, with all of our collective hearts, those 

of us most responsible for making this organization function on a day-to-day basis 

say a very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and a health-filled New Year.  Stay 

with us for the excitement this new year will bring.  It is going to be great thanks to 

all of our wonderful donors, members, and volunteers. 

O P E N  H O U S E 

Happy Holidays! 
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Volunteers 

October Volunteer Info: 

178 Volunteers 

1230 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for  

October: 
Tracy Hall 

Jim Perry 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In October,  

1950 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for November: 

 

Sidney 3rd-Forrest Gump 
Sidney 11th-Weed eaters 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

 

 

Mark Deam,  Nancy Abels, Glen Philips,  

Beth Bailey, Carole Leffler,   

Judy Harp, and Ellen Freytag   

 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 Our volunteers have been hard at 
work helping the Society come to life for 
the holidays! Many thanks to (L to R) 
Mike Jones, Richard Bailey, Keith McLain, 
Mark Schlagetter and (not pictured) Bob 
Shoffner for putting up the outside 
Christmas display. We know that the 
community will enjoy your efforts! 
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“MIA, an Untold Story,” Heads South 
By Jen Martz 

 

 Who would have ever thought that a tiny little book such as this could touch 

so many lives and awaken others to its existence?  How does the saying go;  “Good 

things come in small packages”?  I hesitated to jump right back into the pot and write 

another book, but it appears it could happen.  For now, just this light little intro to 

this next little adventure of mine will have to suffice and could end up as my next 

book. 

 After the publication of “MIA, an Untold Story,” many books were distributed 

and sold thanks to the Shelby County Historical Society.  Let’s not forget local 

family and friends who just happened to see me or stop by for their copy of the book.  

It’s fun to interact with everyone and get their own ideas for my next book.  

Actually, I did not know what to write about until I was invited by the 416th 

Bombardment Squadron to attend their annual convention which was held late 

October 2021, in Windsor Locks, Connecticut, just north of Hartford.  After doing a 

little research, my husband Mike and I decided to attend.  I was personally asked to 

bring copies of my book as other members of the 416th might want a copy.  One 

member, Rick Procha, from Spring, Texas, asked me to be sure and personally sign 

his copy.  As you can see, many new friendships have emerged in my life; for that 

I’m truly thankful. 

 I have made many new friends in many new places including: Amiens, 

France; Wethersfield Air Base, England; Sidney, Ohio; Anna, Ohio; Spring, Texas; 

Charleston, South Carolina; Oakton, Virginia; Gainesville, Arkansas; Sun City, 

Arizona; Huber Heights, Ohio; Evansville, Indian; Arizona City, Arizona; Harrod, 

Ohio; Casa Grande, Arizona; Toledo, Ohio, and many more. 

     Best Wishes, 

    Jen Martz 
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 While walking around downtown 

Sidney, it is easy to spot this six story 

building towering above its neighbors on 

West Poplar St. across from the Historic 

Sidney Theatre. Most all residents of 

Sidney recognize it right away as the 

Kaufman Building due to the popularity of 

Kaufman’s Department Store 

during the middle of the 

twentieth century. While this 

name is most commonly used 

for this building, it was 

actually first known as the 

Oldham Building. 

 

 After the disastrous 

fire at Thedieck’s Dept. Store 

on the north side of the court 

square on March 19, 1914, 

the rest of 1914 proved to be 

a fruitful year of construction 

in Sidney, especially on 

Poplar St. The Methodist 

Church, freshly remodeled in 

the Spanish Mission style, 

held its rededication service 

on Easter Sunday in April 

that year. Plans for the reconstruction of both the 

Thedieck and DeWeese buildings as well as the First 

National Bank were also underway. Meanwhile, a 

little farther west on Poplar St. a new six story 

commercial building was in its final 

stages of development. 

 

 David Oldham, a prominent 

Sidney lawyer who was also 

responsible for nearly 700 rental 

properties throughout Sidney, had 

this building constructed to house 

his real estate and law offices. If you 

 peer up at the northeast corner 

of the building you will spy 

the cornerstone not on ground 

level, as was common practice 

at that time, but near the top of 

the building at the roofline 

instead. It reads “Oldham 

1914.” In this picture, you can 

see the cornerstone located 

high above the buildings on either side 

along with two daring gentlemen sitting 

near its eastern dormer. The façade was 

completed with pressed brown brick and 

featured two storefronts, 117 and 119 W. 

Poplar St. The main entrance was to the 

right with a hallway leading back to an 

up-to-date elevator. The upstairs levels 

were then used as offices for David 

Oldham’s enterprises among other 

things, including “light manufacturing” 

according to the Sidney Journal. 

 

 O. B. Taylor and Son opened a 

furniture store in the 117 W. Poplar St. 

storefront in connection with their 

undertaking business in Sidney. In July 

of 1914, the father and son duo set off on 

a ten day trip to Grand Rapids and Chicago where 

they viewed furniture exhibits featuring the latest 

designs and patterns of fabric available on the market. 

At the time of its opening in November, it was 

considered to have one of the most complete and up 

to date furniture stocks in Western Ohio with “not a 

piece of old furniture in the house,” according to the 

Sidney Daily News. 

 

 A newly organized clothing store was to be 

opened in the second storefront at 119 W. Poplar St. 

under the name of the Arnett Clothing Company. A 

few years later it was known as The Bargain Store 

Photograph of the Oldham Building from 

the early 1920’s. You can see the 

cornerstone at the top of the roofline. 

David Oldham 
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and was run by Louis Kaufman 

and his son Morris. Louis Kaufman 

was originally born in Germany 

and immigrated to the United 

States. Their store changed names 

in the early 1920’s to Kaufman & 

Son. In 1930, Morris Kaufman and 

his wife Rose had a son named Lee 

that would grow up to take over 

the family business. 

 

 In 1908, years before the 

construction of the Oldham 

building, David Oldham purchased 

the Sidney Journal-Gazette. It was 

renamed the Sidney Daily Journal, 

printed by the Republican Publishing Company and 

edited by Harry McGill. Several years later, around 

1915, Harry Oldham, one of David’s three sons, took 

over the Sidney Daily Journal and became its 

publisher and editor. The offices for the Journal were 

eventually moved to 121 W. Poplar St. (the Oldham 

Building). In 1928, the Sidney Journal was bought 

out by the Sidney Daily News; however, their offices 

for the Journal remained in the Oldham building and 

managed by the Oldham family until the early 1940s. 

Offices for the Shelby County Anzeiger, a weekly 

newspaper written in German, were also moved into 

the Oldham Building after its completion in 1914. 

They remained there until the Anzeiger’s dissolution. 

The photograph featured 

above shows the Oldham 

building in 1927 with a plaque 

on the west side of the 

building advertising that the 

Sidney Daily Journal offices 

were located there. 

 

 Harry Oldham, son of 

David Oldham, was also a 

practicing attorney and made 

the Oldham building the home 

for his law office from its 

construction until the 1950s. 

Not only was Harry engaged 

in both law and matters of the 

press, but he was also Sidney’s 

postmaster for a number of years in the 1920s and 

30s. Harry, along with his brother Robert and later his 

niece Virginia, also helped manage the Oldham Real 

Estate offices, which handled a large number of 

rentals within Sidney.  

 Around the mid to late 

1940s, Sonya Rozanne Watson had 

her music and speaking studio in 

the upper levels of the Oldham 

Building, calling it the “Little 

Theater.” Other businesses with 

offices at this time period included 

the United Electrical Radio 

Machine Workers of America 

(Local 776), the Mint Sheet 

Brokerage Co., Red Man’s Hall 

Tawawa Tribe 67 (IORM), and 

Daughters of America. Several 

citizens of Sidney also made this 

building their semi-permanent 

residence by living in apartments 

that were created in the upper 

stories after WWI. 

 

 By 1948, the Oldham 

building had been bought out by 

Jerome Shine and within ten years 

housed the Shine Real Estate 

offices in place of the Oldham family’s. The Shine 

Building, as it was then called, was still home to 

Kaufman’s Department Store as well as several 

different upstairs apartments. Under the ownership of 

Lee Kaufman, Morris’s son, the department store 

thrived and became a popular shopping center for 

both teens and adults. The store was famous for its 

oversized shirt and bib overalls that hung on the wall, 

showing its customers that they were able to 

accommodate persons of all size. By the 1960s, the 

building was given a new owner and name as it 

transferred into the hands of Wright Watkins of 

Watkins Realty. At this point in time it was known as 

the Watkins Six Story Rental Building Apartments 

with the Kaufman family store still on street level. 

 

 For over ten years, the building remained a 

department store and apartment building combo until 

1972 when Kaufman’s unfortunately went out of 

business. Several years later, 121 W. Poplar St. was 

completely converted into apartments. In 1994, low 

income tax credits were awarded to it by the Ohio 

Housing Finance Agency to convert the rest of the 

building into a senior apartment complex. It has 

remained an apartment building for the last quarter of 

a century and is currently home to Canal Place 

Apartments for seniors within the community. 

 

Written by Jane Bailey 

Harry Oldham (r) 

standing with who we 

believe to be Ernest 

Amos (l) at the Sidney 

Post Office in the 1950s. 

The Oldham Building in 1927. To the right 

of the building is a plaque with the Sidney 

Journal office information. 



 

6 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
DECEMBER 1950 - 71 YEARS AGO 

ANNE MOROW 
 

SIDNEY (12th)-Sidney had the pleasure of having the 
Community Concert artists of Monday night’s concert 
guests in the city for the past week-end and the members 
of the board of local association enjoyed informal visits 
with them on several occasions.  John Tyers, the renowned 
baritone, who was singing his second concert in Sidney was 
the vocal artist with Edward Harris, artist at the piano his 
accompanist.  They are pictured here, Tyers to the left, 
Harris to the right of Mrs. A. N. Hemmert, campaign 
chairman for the concert series as they received guests in 
the Hemmert home on McKinley avenue following the 
concert.  The board members, their wives and husbands, 
with the present concert group president, Russell Milem; 
past President M. B. McKee, Oskar Buschmann, with their 
wives, was guests for the informal hours. 
 

SIDNEY (15TH) - New small industry will be established 
in Sidney shortly with the signing of a lease for the second 
floor of the Evans Johnson building, North Main avenue at 
the railroad. The contract includes an option to take over 
the entire building by July 1, 1952.  To be known as 
Process Leather, Inc, the firm is a subsidiary of the Gro-
Cord Rubber company, of Lima, and will make leather 
products by a new process involving reclamation of waste 
leather and other new products for use by the shoe 
industry.   
 

The SPOT restaurant personnel was entertained to a 
Christmas dinner party Sunday in the attractive home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Hepler, at Stony Brook farm, on 
south River road.  The host, owner-manager of The Spot, 
announced the affair was to be an annual party of each 
holiday season. Covers were laid for 21 quests for the 
serving of the tempting dinner menu for which Hepler was 
chef.  Spot Christmas gifts were presented as were salary 
bonus gifts to the personnel from the host, beginning with 
July when he assumed charge.  An exchange of Christmas 
gifts was also a feature.  The hours were spent informally 
by the staff, and the managers, Glen Gibson and Charles 
Cheney.  Mr. and Mrs. Hepler, son, John, student in Sidney 
high school and daughter, Barbara, Orange township 
school pupil and grandsons Rob and Chad Lowe, moved to 
Sidney in the late summer and have been residing at 
attractive Stony Brook. 
 

“My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned  
or modern, is very simple: loving others. Come  

to think of it, why do we have to wait for  
Christmas to do that?” — Bob Hope 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT 

DECEMBER 1921 - 100 YEARS AGO 
DEAN MORROW 

 

JACKSON CENTER (9th)-Columbus, Dec. 5-Secretary 
of State authorizes incorporation of the Jackson Center 
grain company at Jackson Center with $25,000 
capitalization.  Incorporators are Frank Baughman, James 
M. Pence, Daisy B. Pence, Stella Wright and W. C. 
Meranda. 
 

SIDNEY-The Shelby county Farm Bureau moved its 
office Wednesday from the third floor of the court house 
to the room in the south west corner, on the first floor.  
This room was formerly occupied by the janitor and its 
entrance is on the south side. 
 

SIDNEY (16TH)-During the progress of the basketball 
game at the armory Saturday evening between the Phi 
Delts team of this city and the Urbana team the cloths of 
the players were frisked and a lot of money and valuables 
taken.  The theft has been reported to police officials for 
investigation.  The following losses have been reported but 
it is believed that the thefts will run up to much great 
amount.  Jay Brown, a gold watch and chain and $10 in 
money.  Harold Knauer $6 in money and his membership 
card to the Shelby County Historical Society.  Ralph 
Tennery about $2.55 in money.  A stolen overcoat was 
found Sunday morning poked under the steps at Holy 
Angels school house. 
 

SIDNEY (23rd)-The Charles and Harriett Stephenson 
Memorial Emergency Hospital for Sidney and Shelby 
County is now an assured fact.  This is the announcement 
made by the members of the Shelby County hospital board 
selected by a meeting of the subscribers to the hospital 
held at the Common Pleas court room several months ago.  
According to the will of Mrs. Harriett Stephenson who 
died at Bellefontaine a few years ago she bequeathed 
$10,000 out of her estate for the establishment of a 
Memorial hospital in Sidney, the same to be paid when the 
hospital had a like sum of $10,000 raised and set aside as 
an endowment for the institution. 
 

SIDNEY (23rd)-For the first time in history of the Holy 
Angels congregation midnight mass will be celebrated at 
Holy Angels church Christmas Eve.  The mass will begin 
immediately at the stroke of 12 Sunday morning and it is 
expected that many members of the congregation and 
visitors will be present.  Six masses will be celebrated at 
HA church Christmas morning.  The second mass will be 
celebrated at 7AM.  At 8AM there will be a children’s mass 
at which service the children will sing Christmas carols. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 

PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 

(937) 498-1653 

Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 

forward your newsletter to you. 

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi, and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretary: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  

Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Debra Geuy, Scott 

Smith, David Potts, and Becki Wood  Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Marty Dale 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


