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Jennifer Gariety, a graduate of Russia Local High School, is the
new curator of the Shelby County Historical Society! She joined our staff
this past November and has been busy cataloguing new accessions and
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preparing for our February immigration program.

; In addition to her curatorial position,

B Jennifer is working as an AmeriCorp member
% preparing architectural surveys for the Ohio
Historic Preservation Office in Columbus. The
focus of this survey is Mid-Century Modern
architecture, 1940-1970. Her AmeriCorp

& program is titled the Ohio History Service

M [nitiative and is the first-ever history-related
AmeriCorp program in the country.

Gariety earned her B.F.A. from Wright State
University in Dayton, Ohio and completed her
education at the Savannah College of Art &

Jennifer, making angels at Design where she obtained her M.A. in Historic
our Christmas Open House. Preservation.

Please take time to stop in to the Ross
Historical Center on a Monday or Tuesday and welcome Jennifer to our
Shelby County Historical Society family.

Does you sweet heart haunt your I | Lbasnge )
dreams and warm your heart? Then you may
want to consider purchasing the society’s latest y _‘—%L
publication “History Cloaked in Mystery” for
your sweetheart for Valentine’s Day. Tell us
you are a member and receive “History
Cloaked in Mystery.” for the special price of
$10 from now till the end of February .
Maybe you are more of a Romantic at
heart. Take you spouse or loved one on a
imaginary romantic walk using Mike Behr’s prints of downtown
Sidney in the 60s. Remember
y your first chocolate malt you
%J‘_ shared at the Spot or feeling you
fim ﬁl’ shared as you sat listening to the
" music at the Teen Center.
Purchase the set of three prints
before the end of February for
the low cost of $25.
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The 2011 exhibit schedule:

Coming to America Feb 1, 2011 to March
31, 2011-We have every fifth grader in the county
registered to take a “ship ride” from Europe to
America. They will learn why immigrants chose to
leave their beloved homeland for an adventure in
a strange new world. Why don't you join them and
learn about immigration from the 1700s to the
present.

Lets Remember why the Civil War began 150
Years Ago April 14, 2011 to June 15, 2011-You
will be given the opportunity to explore the
contributions Ohio made to the Civil War, the
causes and effects of the war and how the Civil
War changed Ohio.

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the
Shelby County Coin Club  June 2011-Come
learn how money use to be printed by individual .
banks. If you traveled to a different community, P
your money may not have been accepted or
devalued if the issuing bank was the not in good
standing.

The 10th Anniversary of 9/11/01 September
8, 2011 - October 15, 2011- In an instant our
lives were changed forever. A tribute and look
back at the brave, the innocent, and the lost.

Angels in the Attic Craft Sale November 10,
11, and 12, 2011

Christmas of Yesteryear November 18,

2011 - December 16, 2011 Mark you calendars an k o
for our Christmas open house on December 3, ,

2011.

VYOLUNTEERS
. 9—% @ ] December Volunteer Info:
34 Volunteers
Anne Morrow’s “Out of the Past” 235 Hours
hlddfn clue this moqth was. Volunteer gift certificate winners
Governor Kasich” )
for December:
The clue was found by Frank Gleason, Margaret Cook
Pat Francisn, Mark and Joyce Deam, Sandy Reck
Betsy Salm, Gary Fletcher, Laura Van .
Fossen, Clara Wingfield, Carolyn Haney, Congratulations! Thank you to all
: and Susie Valentine, our volunteers! We depend on you!
} Can you find this month’s In December, 998 people
1 misplaced information? participated in SCHS programs.




SHELBY COUNTY AT WAR IN 1943
Albert B. Dickas, Ph.D.

he history of the United States can easily be

segmented into time periods by its involvement
in war. Since my birth America has sent its young
men and women olTto conflict in one foreign land ot
another on five serious occasions, and that doesn’t
count an additional handful of so-termed “rescue
operations” or minor “police actions.”

Asthisreport is being penned, two of the five conflicts
mentioned above are underway simultaneously:

* The Afghanistan War. Begun in October 2001
under the code name Operation Enduring
Freedom, this invasion was the result ol the
September 11, 2001, attack on the World Trade
towers in Manhattan and the Pentagon building
by 19 Taliban terrorists. Today, 62,000 U. S.
soldiers arce scrving side-by-side with United
Nation troops in a continuing attempt to root out
the religious-political system that organized and
catried out the “9-11" attacks.

+ The Iraq Conflict. Begun on March 30, 2003,
under the code name Operation New Dawn, after
“intelligence” had supposedly discovered caches
of “weapons of mass destruction.” 50,000 U, S.
troops are still stationed in this desert country.

These conflicts are often reported today by the
American news mecdia as a subject equal in
importance to the vagaries of the weather and the
shenanigans of professional sports. Life continues
on a “guns and butter” basis -- a description adopted
during the Lyndon B. Johnson administration for
conducting war without home front perks being
affected one iota.

In contrast, daily news reports concerning the
events of World War IT were the stuff of bold-type
headlines. For six years the front page of the Sidney
Daily News heralded the news, from bath the front
lines and the home front. By 1943, America had
been on a wartime footing for a little more than a
year and activities in support of the war effort were
approaching a high-water mark in cities and towns

across the land. Shelby County and Sidney were no
exception. This was no guns and butter conflict.
Community support included a varicty of activities,
some organized locally, but many directed from the
national level. Amonth-by-month tally is illustrative
of that support as practiced in Shelby County.

January

* The first operational mobilization of the
Civilian Defense Corps is held with “gratifying
results,” in anticipation of a citywide “dim-out™
demonstration planned for late in the month as
an excrcisc on how the community would be
prepared in the event of a possible enemy air
raid, the eventuality of which has not been ruled
out by Air Corps officials.

* A new 2nd Lieutenant is named to the 3-man
officer corps of Company K, Ohio State Guard.
This group of 50 enlisted men has been organized
to take the place of the local contingent of Ohio
National Guard personnel called to active duty
in the U, S. Army. Its mission is directed toward
the control and solution of any local disturbance
that may be deemed to be detrimental to the
safety of the community.

*  TheGirl Scouttroops successfully complete their
first citywide collection of household animal
fats to be used in the production of glycerin for
the manufacture of military munitions. Five
hundred pounds are collected and sold through
authorized channels. The scouts use the raised
monics to give “a nice send ofT” at the two local
railroad stations to men leaving the city for duty
in the Armed Forces.

+ The war effort is brought to the very edge
of the kitchen table when the “nations food
czar” announces that “no bread or rolls sold
to individual consumers may be sliced and
consignment selling of bread and fancy baking
methods are out.”

* Over 5,250 persons are employed in all types
of manufacturing in Shelby County, the largest
number in the county’s history. Factories are



now looking toward older men and even women
to take on the manufacture of war malerials.

* The second local woman to join the Women’s
Army Auxiliary Corps is preparing to leave scon
for basic training at Fort Des Moines in Towa.

Although the possibility of invasion or attack by
an enemy many miles away was remote, America
took no chances. *“I'he war will come right to our
cities and residential districts, never underestimate
the strength or the cruelty of the enemy,” one Army
General warncd,  Gun cmplacements sprouted
overnight on rooftops in the major cities and along
the scashore of both coasts. Scarchlights danced
in the night skies, seeking enemy warplanes. No
hamlet was too isolated and no city too sophisticated
to completely escape the war jitters. Americans
fretted, tacked black cloth on their windows and
waited, half-expecting their homeland to be tested
by the fires of war.

February

* Americans are informed they stand a good
chance of having an average of 11 cans of fruit
and vegetables available per person next month
under the point-rationing system.

*  Under a new plan, the local rationing board can
now distribute renewed applications to B, C, E
and R gasoline ration holders by mail. Formerly,
such renewals had to be made in person.

» Twenty-six Shelby County men leave town from
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad station, bound
for Fort Hayes, Columbus.

» Sidney residents are reminded by civilian
defense officials to have their used tin cans in
front of their homes by Monday AM. All cans
should be cleaned, (lattened and all paper labels
removed. Last month “about half a railroad car
of cans was collected for the war effort.”

The civilian labor force that was ultimately
responsible for the wartime triumph of American
technology was the most productive in the nation’s
history — and the most unusual. Operating at full
blast, industry had to rely heavily on the skills
of those who had been largely excluded from the
factories in prewar days: women, blacks, Southern
white migrants, teenagers, convicts and ex-convicts,
the aged and the physically handicapped. At San

Quentin prison in California, inmates turned out
material ranging from antisubmarine nets to night
sticks for the National Guard. In Maine a builder
of wooden minesweepers lured 100 ships carpenters
out of retirement, including one man aged 84, after
discovering that no onc clse knew how to use an
old-fashioned tool called an adz. Aircraft plants
hired midgets to inspect the cramped insides of
planc wings and blind workers to sort out rivets
from the floor sweepings. Other factories hired the
deaf for jobs in plant areas where noise levels were
intolerable to people with normal hearing,

March

+  Community-wide dollar and cent price ceilings
in pork and beef are in the offing, so as to halt
black market operations on these foods. The
rules are expected to be in effect “within a few
days,” so that of every three pounds of available
meat supply, two will go to the Armed Forces
and onc will be left for civilian consumption.

+ Plans are underway for carrying out the Second
War Loan Drive and for the 2nd annual Scrap
Drive. The latter will involve the countywide
collection of scrap metal, rubber, rags, paper, tin
cans, fats and grease, and silk and nylon hose. A
local quota of $1.8 million has been set.

With a growing shortage of manpower. an intensive
recruitment of women had begun. Posters showing
Lockheed Aircraft’s mythical “Rosie the Riveter” —
a buxom, long-lashed heroine in coveralls — began
appearing everywhere, along with feature stories
about her real-life counterparts. “If you can drive
a car, you can run a machine,” was the slogan of
a Connecticut ordnance plant’s campaign to hire
5.000 women,

April

« Bomb disposal instruction begins in the Sidney
High School auditorium,  Those granted
certification as bomb reconnaissance agents will
be responsible for locating unexploded bombs
dropped by cnemy aircraft and directing the
evacuation of persons from the danger zones.

* America’s war-time economy moves toward
complete regimentation as directions are received
from the War Labor Board in Washington, D. C.



to authorize “no further increases in wages and
salaries” for the duration of the war.

* Price ceilings on wheat, cotton, fresh fish, apples
and other “fruits in scason™ are announced.

Breakfast was no longer the hearty repast with which
Americans traditionally fortified themselves against
thedayahead. Eggs wereplentiful, butastrip of bacon
on the plate now represented a dubious expenditure
of treasured meat-ration stamps. Rationing also
dictated a smaller slathering of butter on the toast,
a more judiciously measured teaspoonful of sugar
in the coffee and second thoughts about the need
for another cup. Since kitchen appliances could not
be replaced, even the slamming of the refrigerator
door or overtaxing the toaster or electric percolator
became a risky matter.

May

» The Ohio Legislature approves “for the duration™
a maximum 10-hour workday and a 50-hour
warkweek for women.

* A public demonstration of various types of
gases “that might be dropped should an encmy
see fit to send bombers over the area™ is given
at the high school athletic field. Four types of
gas are exploded: leivisile, phosgene, mustard
and choloropicrin. Individuals are given the
opportunity to smell each type so they might
recognize them in an actual attack.

» A U. 8. Navy recruiting cruiser arrives in town
to interview local young women for enlistment
in the WAVES and the SPARS.

+ A maximum of 25 pounds of sugar per person
for home canning this summer is approved.

= Aclarification statement on tire inspection states
A book holders must have their tires inspected
every 6 months, B every 4 months and C every
3 months.

+  Vacation travel is curtailed because the extra use
of rubber and gasoline cannot be justified.

* Seventcen women from the county are now
serving in the Armed Forces.

» The Mills Brothers Circus is in town and will
give a free ticket to each individual who has
purchased a war bond.

»  Helmets, armbands and whistles are issued to all
members of the Civilian Defense Corps.

*  Over 500 members of the city and county

defense corps respond to the recent countywide
“blackout.” The mobilization is conducted for a
full 53 minutes and was declared a “success.”

A series of mammoth bond rallies featured film and
radio stars. Betty Grable’s stockings and Man o’
War’s horseshoes were auctioned off in return for
pledges to buy bonds. Hedy Lamarr kissed anyone
who bought $25,000 worth of bonds — a prospect so
overwhelming to one buyer that he fainted before
he could collect. The champion seller was the
singer Kate Smith, who in one 16-hour marathon
on network radio sold neatly $40 million worth of
bonds to listeners who called in their pledges.

June

« An “Honor Roll” recognizing the more than
2,000 men and women from the city and the
county who are serving in the Armed Forces
is to be erected on the northwest comer of the
public square.

« Coal en route to the yards of Sidney has been
“frozen” by the U. S. Government, the result of
a national bituminous coal miner strike that has
been declared detrimental to the war effort.

¢ The National Guard firing range east of Sidney
is being improved for rifle practice by groups of
airmen from Patterson Army Air Corps base in
Dayton.

Shortages existed in thousands of different items
that were never rationed, and consumers everywhere
were confronted with signs “Use it up — Wear it out
— Make it do — Or do without.” Among the things
shoppers could not get were lawn mowers, brushes
made of hair and bristle, boxed candy, beer mugs,
glass eyes, lobster forks and ice skates From time
to time, cigarettes virtually disappeared and e¢ven
when they were available, smokers often had trouble
finding a book of matches.

July

+  Secretary of War Stimson has reported the enemy
may stage “suicide air raids on the United States
in an attempt to force back planes already sent to
Europe for use in strategic air warfare.”

« The U. S. Employment Service reports that
2,311 workers have been replaced in war-time



manufacturing jobs in Shelby County during
the month of June, an action necessitated by
selective service withdrawals. Fifty percent of
these replacements are women.

» A search party has found a propeller that broke
loose from a “heavy bomber” engaged in an
experimental altitude test at 27,000 feet over
Sidney deeply embedded in the ground near
Tawawa Lake. The bomber is safely returned to
Wright Field, Dayton, its home base.

* A surprise air raid alert held throughout the
greater Dayton area is declared “only partially
successful” in Shelby County due to confusion
generated by an “odd sequence of signals.”

+ The Ohio State Council of Defense warns of the
possibility “the Nazis may employ long-range
bombers, fully capable of flying to the United
States with ‘pay loads’ to halt the flow of vital
war material to Allied nations.” It states these
planes could “fly as far west as Kansas City and
will still have enough fuel to make the return trip
across the Atlantic Ocean.”

* Tuition-free War Training classes sponsored by
the U. S. Government through Ohio Northern
University are open for enrollment with
instruction to be given at Sidney High School.

And so it went — seemingly on and on. For America,
the conflict wasn’t yet at the halfway point and much
had to be accomplished before victory could be
proclaimed. Tomorrow’s and next month’s headlines
were unconceivable: the invasion of Italy and the
fall of the Mussolini reign, the horror of D-Day on
the beaches of Normandy, the disappointment of
Operation Market-Garden and the death-quagmire
of the Bulge. Each of these military operations had
to be endured, and even then the long and frightful
road to Tokyo had to be trod, onc island at a time,
from Tarawa to the Philippines, to Okinawa and to
Iwo Jima.

Far removed from the direct effects of war, my
family stepped up and did what they could for the
effort. In spite of warnings, Sidney was never
bombed or infiltrated by enemy spies, although the
FBI round up a half dozen or so in the Dayton area,
searched their living quarters seand removed several
containers of “Nazi material.”

In preparedness for a real attack, however, my father
did join the Civilian Defense Corps — as I recall
either as an Air Raid Warden or a member of the
First Aid contingent. Mother fought the battle of the
ration-coupons in the kitchen and at the market, and
of course, saved animal fat.

Although T was but ten years of age at the time, I,
too, did my part. As a newsboy I delivered the war
news although I don’t remember any of the headlines
[ distributed on a 7-day basis. On several occasions,
as a member of Boy Scout Troop 95, I helped collect
tied-up bundles of newspapers and magazines -- a
scrap-drive program that we were told was part of
a nationwide “Zap the Jap” movement. I guess
those Saturday afternoon exercises were successfiul,
because I was one of many boys awarded the
Eisenhower Waste Paper “War Service 1945” medal
-- for valiant effort.

And then there was the family Victory Garden.,
Remember, fresh vegetables and fruits were on the
ration list, but seeds for such foods could be readily
obtained at the neighborhood grocery, and sweat
equity was not rationed. My task, along with that
of my sister, was to keep the weeds under control
from around the bean, carrot, tomato, rhubarb and
radish plants. In spite of the hot, humid and bug-
ridden conditions of that garden, we were happy to
do our part, for in so doing we were informed we
were helping to “Ax the Axis.”

Dad bicycled to work, Mom walked to town and
throughout the county individuals continued to
share the difficulties of a wartime home front. In
retrospect, such hardships were not overly difficult,
but bundled together into a single package they did
necessitate a change in lifestyle.

Sometimes, before dropping off to sleep, the home-
front American would count up the disruptions
and inconveniences of the day and feel a tingle of
annoyance. Bul that would be fleeting: afier all,
everybody else was enduring them. More often, there
was a sense that coping represented a contribution to
the war effort, and lead to an awarcness that life, as
never before, had a direction and a purpose.
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
125 Years Ago — 1886 — February
Compiled by Anne Morrow

BERLIN (5TH) — Ground hog month...Saw mills are
harvesting now...There will be a show and dance in the
Enterprise Hall, February 15%... A young man from Minster has
opened a batber shop in the room formerly occupied by
Teeklenberg as a billiard room.

Sidney (12%") — Marriages — On Saturday, by the Rev. D. F.
Helms, R. D. Curtner and Miss Myrta Young On Sunday, Feb. 7,
1886, by the Rev. W. H. Boggs, John A. Helman and Miss Alice
M. Cromer.. At Osgood, Indiana, on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 1886, D.
A. Goodin, of Sidney, and Miss Frank Gould... At the
Presbyterian parsonage Sunday Feb 7, 1886, by the Rev. R.
McCaslin, Mr. Nelson A. Ague and Miss Clara A. Kohler...In
celebration of Washington’s birthday the young ladies of Sidney
high school will give an entertainment in Monumental Hall on
the evening of the 22d. A flag brigade, consisting of seventeen
young ladies, will appear in uniform, carrying flags, and give an
exhibition in military tactics. The young ladies of the brigade are
Agnes Thomas, Captain, Wilda Wilson, Maud Ford, Lillie Mann,
Mary Robertson, Susie Steere, Nellie Daun, Sarah Winnemucca,
Nellie Robertson, Rena Zimfer, Minnie Hostetter, Ollie Line,
Eva Ailes, Lula Applegate, Effie Goodin, Maud DeWeese, Gertie
Birch, Jessie Wilson. They are at present under the instruction of
J. S. Lauhlin, and have attained a high degree of proficiency in
drill. There will be readings and recitations suitable to the event,
with songs and tableaux. The price of admission will be 25 and
35 cents.

MAPLEWOOD - Some of the boys are husking corn for
Uncle Jake Epler...A very strange looking man passed through
here Tuesday morning. He was smoking a pipe and carrying an
ax in a sack. When last seen he was on the road passing the Rum
Creek church, going east...Some of the boys are selecting their
valentines for the 14t. Look out, boys that you don’t get some in
return.

WYNANT — Mud is plenty...no more sleighing...B. E.
Blackmer can manufacture as good and firm a lot of cigars as you
can wish for...Joe Blackmer, while on his way to Sunday school
last Sunday, was on the ice in the canal and broke in, but was
taken out by someone in good time. He escaped with only a
scare and a suit of wet cloths. Boys should be more careful...Do
not forget Valentine day next Sunday, especially for the ladies.

SIDNEY (17) — Wanted — A situation by a middle aged woman
as cook or to do general house work. Enquire for E. W.,
Florentine Hotel...For Sale — The one half interests in the tile
factory at Swanders. Everything in good order. Property offered
at a bargain. Good reasons assigned for selling. Enquire of H.
Killian, Swanders Oh...All persons indebted to me by note or
otherwise will call at the German American Bank and settle at
once ot their accounts will be sent out for collection. N. D.
LeFevre.

Shelby County Democrat
100 Years Ago — 1911 - February
Compiled by Dean Motrow

Dayton (3td) — The second annual Automobile show of the
Dayton Automobile Dealers” Association will open Monday,
February 13®, in the new Memorial building, and the entire floor
space will be devoted to the display of automobiles, aeroplane,
motor cycles and accessories. On of the main attractions will be
a Wright acroplane, which will be placed on display for the first
time and that the people will have the advantage of a close view
of this wonderful mechanism.

RUSSIA — An election of a trustee for St. Remy’s church took
place Sunday. The two candidates being John Guillozet and
August Voisard, the latter being elected...Died — Another aged
pioneer, Justin Dapore, Monday, Jan. 30, from an attack of
lagrippe. This is the third pioneer this community loses during
the month of January. Funeral services were held Wednesday
morning from St. Denis Catholic church at 9 a.m., Versailles, O.

BLOOM CENTER (10TH) — They talk about the backbone of
winter being broken but still spring is not here yet if the old
ground hog signs come true for he saw his shadow...The other
day when John Morris went to set his traps along the river he
saw some hogs which he supposed had strayed from some farm
near by; but upon disturbing them he found to his surprise that
they were the wild hogs that had been seen by different ones
along the river. John made lively steps toward the house with the
hogs after him. The Bloom Center boys with A. L. Briggs as
captain have completed plans for a round up. Any one in need
of meat had better write to A. L. Briggs, of Bloom Center or
attend the combination sale.

TAWAWA — There will be a valentine supper at Plattsville,
Saturday evening, Feb. 11, given by North Star Rebekah Lodge.
Everybody cordially invited to attend.

FT LORAMIE - The new statuary for the St. Michael’s church
at I't. Loramie has arrived and will be place in position at once.
The statues are of St. John, St. Luke, St. Mark and St. Matthew
and they are to be located in front of the church. Rev Moeller
went to Cincinnati this week to see Rev. Adelman, a former
pastor, and arranged for him to be in Loramie for the dedication
of the statues.

SIDNEY - The southwest corner of North street and Ohio
avenue, now owned by David Oldham, has been selected by the
Treasury Department as the site for the new government
building in Sidney. The price is $20,000...There are at present
14,618,761 Roman Catholics in the United States, according to
the 1911 official Catholic directory. The figure given does not
include the Catholics in the Philippines, Porto Rico or Hawaiian
Islands, for if these were added the number of Roman Catholics
under the stars and stripes would be nearly 23,000,000.
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