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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

Ri

FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If your are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome
New Members:
Merrill and Ann Asher, Sidney
Chad Ritter, Sidney
Stephen and Lynne Springer, Sidney
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$20 Individual
$25 Family

Life
$500 Individual
$1,000 Family

Historical Highlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

Membership Meeting Update
The Shelby County Historical Society membership meeting was held at
the Ross Historical Center on Tuesday, January 17, 2012. Tilda
Phlipot, Society Director, reviewed the past year stating that we have
had another successful year and are in the process of making plans for
2012.

Board President Richard Wallace presented the slate of Board
Trustees: Faye Spangler, Julie Gilardi, and Richard Wallace for the
memberships approval. Jim Hall made a motion to accept the slated
trustees and Herb Van Tilburgh seconded the motion.

Wallace then presented the following slate of officers: Co-
Presidents Julie Gilardi and Linda DeVelvis, Vice President Jim Hall,
Treasurer Tom Seving, and Secretary Richard Wallace. The board
thanked Perry Long for his service as a board member these past three
years.

This year the Shelby County Historical Society in
partnership with Anna, Botkins, Jackson Center, and Fort
Loramie Historical Societies will be hosting programs and
writing articles on the history of each village in Shelby
county. This month we will highlight the village of Anna.

Anna
Dinsmore-Franklin Township
By: Jon Hulsmeyer and Betty Fridley

In 1856, the village of Anna was named Carey Station by
John W. Carey, who instigated the building of the Dayton and
Michigan Railroad station there. Later the name was changed to
Anna, for Carey’s daughter. In 1833, Mr. Carey, Josiah Greene,
and John Munch came here from Dayton and bought land along
the Sidney-Wapakoneta Toll Road, now County Road 25A, Pike
Street. Carey platted sixteen lots in Anna and had them
recorded in 1868. The town was incorporated in 1878.

Munch built the first log house in Anna in 1833. Carey
and Greene built the second and third houses, all along the toll
road. By 1861, numerous businesses started to flourish: a
general store with a bakery, a sawmill, two elevators, blacksmith
shops, a spoke and bentwood factory (for barrels), hardware
stores, a tin shop, a furniture and undertaking establishment, a
drug store, five physicians, a tile factory, a lumber yard, butcher
shops, a millinery and notions store (hats and accessories), a
boots and shoe store, a shoe repair shop, agriculture implement




Anna Continued...

dealer, banks, two newspapers, a creamery, five saloons, a textile factory, a town hall (now on
the national registry of historic buildings), and a hotel. The first post office was established in
1858 with Fletcher S. Thirkield as postmaster.

The electric interurban train ran through the middle of Pike Street by 1903. In 1832, the
German Lutherans built a log church a mile south of Anna, and the next year the Methodists
started meeting in John Munch’s house. Both congregations build brick churches in Anna. The
Methodists build in 1887 and the Lutherans build in 1906.

The first log school was built around 1836. In 1883, the first brick school was built on the
site of the present high school. In 1876, a larger brick school was built and in 1915, in the same
building, the Shelby County Normal School started offering post-graduate education. The
Normal School lasted twelve years and graduated 202 students. In March 1937, a farm shop,
music room, and kitchen were being added to the schoolhouse when two earthquakes rocked
Anna. The school was condemned as well as two churches. The students finished their classes
in the parlors of residents of Anna. The next year, school was conducted in Civilian
Conservation Corp (CCC) barracks moved into the school grounds. The Anna School Board
President Doctor D.R. Milliette had urged the
board to purchase earthquake insurance which
helped finance the construction of the new
school. The school was finished in time for the
school year 1938 to commence.

The first volunteer fire department was
formed in 1889. The village water system wasf .
installed in 1946 with a 100,000 gallon tank. In|
2003, the tank was replaced by a 300,000 sgif
gallon tank. The first water treatment system|
was put into use in 1972. Today, Anna has an{;
industrial park and a recreational park. |
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“Out of the Past”

hidden clues this month: YOLUNTEERS
Berlin (14th) - Flick is a character in the movie A December Volunteer Info:
Christmas Story (released in 1983). 41 Volunteers
Twin Oak (21st) - Happy Birthday Juanita 344Hours

Hemmert Salm (born January 21, 1914)
Volunteer gift certificate winners

for December:
Sue Howell
Richard Bailey

The clues were found by: Carolyn Haney

. The clue will be found ONLY .
/' in the “Out of the Past” section. Congratulations! Thank you to all

our volunteers! We depend on you!
In December, 1077 people
participated in SCHS programs.




This article is from a recently donated newspaper of the Botkins Herald dated
February 3, 1922 the article is about the terrible accident that took the life of Mrs.
Winifred Haslup Gearhart. The article contains information not previously known
by the Shelby County Historical Society. The Haslups are the original builders of
what is now the Ross Historical Center.

Winifred Haslup Gearhart Killed

in Theatre Crash

The Sunday morning papers had scarcely

told of the terrible disaster of the Knickerbocker

Theatre in Washington, D.C., when Mrs. Jennie

Haslup, of this city, received a message that her

daughter, Mrs. Clyde M. Gearhart, was one of the
victims.

Dr. Clyde M. Gearhart and wife lived at

1868 Columbia Road, Washington, D.C. and the

Knickerbocker Theatre is only a few blocks away. It

is one of the finest theatres in the city,

that the worst might not have happened.

But all later messages confirmed the first
report that her daughter was dead and Dr. Gearhart
in a serious condition.

The Haslup home was filled with grief, and
many friends hastened to extend their sympathy to
Mrs. Haslup and her daughter, Miss Maud Haslup
and gave every comfort in the time of their great
bereavement.

Mrs. Clyde M. Gearhart, formerly Miss
Emma Winifred Haslup, the daughter of William

and Jennie Haslup was born just north

with a seating capacity of 2,000 |WIMIFRED HASLUP GEARHART
KILLED IN THEATRE CRASH

DR, GEARHART HAS
BOTH LIMBS CRUSH

people.

Washington was in the grip of
a terrific snow storm, and Dr.
Gearhart and wife went to this nearby
theatre for an hour’s amusement on
this stormy Saturday night.

There was no warning, the
roof, heavy laden with snow, caved in
on the heads of the audience with a
crashing noise.

A dispatch to the Sidney
Daily Journal, from the Washington
correspondent of the United Press
gives the following account as to Dr.
Clyde M. Gearhart and wife.

After arriving at the hospital,
Dr. Gearhart told the physicians and
attendants to wire his brother-in-law,
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of Sidney in what is known as the old
Doehring Homestead.

Her father built the house now
occupied by J.E. Wells at Main and
i North Streets, and it was here that

Winifred was united in marriage to Dr.
""" Clyde M. Gearhart about 12 years ago.

Miss Haslup attended the
Sidney Schools and was graduated
from the Sidney High School in the
class of 1900.

She was always popular with
the young people, having charming
personality. She was an active
member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

After her marriage they made
J their home in Greenville for three
years and then moved to Washington,

FER

Mr. Lee Haslup of Troy, Ohio. e

When Mr. Haslup received the message he
immediately wired his mother Mrs. Jennie Haslup
on North Street of this city, and the news spread
rapidly.  He also left Sunday afternoon for
Washington, D.C. to take charge of the body of his
sister. He arrived in Washington at 7 o’clock this
morning.

As soon as Mrs. Haslup received the
message, every means, both telegraph and telephone,
was used to get a message from Washington as to
the welfare of her daughter and Dr. Gearhart, hoping

D.C., and spent four years in the office
with Dr. Bowles.

Four years ago he opened an office of his
own in Washington and now occupies the entire
third floor of the old Army and Navy Building.

He is President of the American Academy of
Periodonita, he is a member of the executive
committee of the National Dental Association, and
holds a chair of Professor of Oral Surgery at
Georgetown University.

Two weeks ago he was in Chicago



formulating plans for the National Dental
meeting in Los Angeles next July.

While on this trip, his wife visited with
her mother and sister in this city.

On returning from Chicago, Dr. Gearhart
came to Sidney and after a short visit with
friends and relatives, they left one week ago
today for their home in Washington. Mrs.
Gearhart wanted her mother to go with them, but
it was impossible for her to leave.

Many other Sidney people who have
relatives in Washington were sending messages
Sunday, inquiring as to their welfare, but no
reports have been received of any other Sidney
people among the list of dead and injured.

The exact number in the theatre when the
steel and concrete span of the roof buckled and
fell under its three-foot load of snow probably
never will be known.

The stories of perhaps a hundred who got
out uninjured have been reported, these account
for a few more than 300 in the audience that was
roaring in laughter at a film comedy when the
roof fell on them like a blanket, carrying down
the front of the wide balcony in its crash.

Normally the theatre has had every seat
filled at that hour, and nearly 2,000 persons was
its capacity. The same unprecedented snow fall
which brought death to the venturesome few,
kept the many at home. Street car traffic had
been abandoned and streets and sidewalks were
all but impassable with drifts.

There has been no time as yet for official
inquiry as to the cause of the disaster. The ruins
themselves disclose however that the entire mass
of steel held concrete that formed the auditorium

proper also about 200 feet in length.

The whole space stood roofless to the sky
a moment after the first hissing sound of
breaking roof gave warning above the music of
the orchestra.

There is only one survivor this far who
has told of having heard that warning and seen
the first powdery handful of snow sift down over
the head of the orchestra leader in time to make
his escape. From his seat well forward on the
main floor, he raced for the doors at the back.

A great blast of air expelled as the roof
came down, hurled him out through the doorway
to safety.

Most of the bodies were recovered from
the floor of the pit beneath the wreckage of the
balcony or from the front of the balcony itself.

Following the rule of motion picture
audiences and with almost an empty house to
pick from, those on the floor had grouped
themselves in the rows of seats just below the
front of the balcony. They were back far enough
to see well and the front and back rows were
almost empty.

At the point they had chosen, the danger
proved to be just double. Few of those seated
there could have escaped. Even if the falling
concrete slabs and steel work of the roof missed
them, the solid mass of the balcony front came
down on the first wreckage with crushing
weight.

The crash swept the supporters out from
under the balcony apparently, and this hinged
down at an angle of 45 degrees, adding to the
tangled mass of wreckage on the floor below.




Frantic calls for aid went out as soon as those in
the double walled structures, which form the
Eighteenth Street and back wall of the
auditorium, realized what had happened.

Firemen fought their way through
snowdrifts in an answer to a general alarm.
Patrols filled with men churned and skidded
through the white muck in answer to a summons.
Marines from the barracks clear across the city
came at double time, panting through the heavy
going.

At Fort Myer across the river the cavalry
was turned out by the truck loads to the rescue
only to find roads blocked with snow. The men
shoveled their way

wall towered menacingly above their heads
stripped almost bare except for the high exit
signs marking the way out of the balcony now a
crumbled mass below, not a window in the long
wall was broken.

With infinite care the rescuers began
working. Every beam they touched might let
another mass of concrete down if it was moved
too swiftly.

There were some groans in the darkness
below, and no one knew how many men,
women, and children had been crushed or
trapped there.

The huge slabs of concrete from the roof, torn
from their steel supporting

frantically, but}
finally four mule BSK
teams from the fort [* ¥
and from thel
engineer
were called on. y
At the scene M
of the disaster there [
was wild confusion

for a time. Those
who first made their
way to the[%
auditorium  doors [®

saw before them af|
dim mysterious heap §
of wreckage faintly f

colored electrics on
the stage that still stood intact and by the
reflected glow from the leaded skies above the
void where the roof had been.

Minute by minute the crowds about the
door thickened. The crash of the falling roof had
drawn many, some who had relatives in that
mass of ruins and melting snow. The clang of
fire apparatus brought other hundreds and until
the marines came panting up the police were
powerless to fight off the crowd.

Firemen clanged into the wreckage with
lanterns. Men with electric torches came from
all sides to aid and it was a daunting task they
faced. They stood on the debris they must lift to
reach those dead or dying below.

On the Columbia road side, the single

girders, stood in crazy
attitudes. A touch might
send them toppling.

But against every
difficulty the soldiers and
*™= | sailors and firemen and
|policemen and citizens
toiled desperately, and a
slow stream of dead and
injured began to trickle
.| out through the doorways.

Nearly every
house and store in the
vicinity became a rescue
station. Housewives made
up pots of coffee for the
rescued as the night wore
on.

As daylight came, the task became easier.
Engineer officers from the army could see what
must be done. They traced each twisted beam
and saw where it would be safe to cut and where
steel girder might be dragged out of the pile with
safety to those below.

Hour by hour through the day the death
toll rose. Less than half the total had been
recovered when full daylight come despite hours
of labor. Gradually the work was organized.

After the center of the main floor had
been cleared of victims dug out of the wreckage
by main strength a more systematic search
began, and it was still going on tonight without
halt.

Check out our Facebook page for a hand-cranked
newsreel of this event. Facebook.com/Shelby
County Historical Society, Sidney, OH 5
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VOLUNTEERS

Have you ever considered volunteering? The Society depends on hundreds
of volunteers throughout the year. Some projects are small, such as helping fold
newsletters, some are a little more involved like putting together exhibits.
Sometimes we need help with dusting and sweeping floors or weeding the flower
beds or just answering the phone during the busy season.

Some of our more fun projects are working with kids during the Kids on the
Square in June, during Applefest in September, Pioneer Day in October, or our
Christmas of YesterYear Open House held in December. Your talents and time are
important to us and more valuable than money!

We are calling on our membership for more volunteers as we take on new
and exciting projects this year. If you would be interested in joining in on the fun
please contact us if there is a special time you would like to help out or if there is
a project that would be interesting to you. We are making special efforts to
maintain an update list of potential volunteers.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the following volunteers.
These are our regular volunteers that usually give a couple of hours, or more, a
month all year long:

Drew Barber Jane Jones Jodi Prater

Tim Bickel Don Lochard Ray Prater
Marjorie Brackney Perry Long Jeanne Schlagetter
Linda DeVelvis Cheryl Michael =~ Tom Seving
Albert Dickas Anne Morrow Faye Spangler
Elaine Fitchpatrick Dean Morrow Patti Speelman
Julie Gilardi Maryann Olding  Rich Wallace

Jim Hall Carleen Pettit Joyce Wells

A special thank you to Faye Spangler
who put in 232 hours during 2011

Do you have time or talent you would like to share with us?
Give us a call: (937) 498-1653
Drop us a line: Shelby County Historical Society
P.O. Box. 376
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Shoot us an email: shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com

We look forward to hearing from you!
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRATE
125 YEARS AGO - FEBRUARY - 1887
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (4T™) — The ladies of the Baptist church are preparing
for a fair to be held the week before Easter...A bill has passed
the Ohio Senate which provides for the establishing of Medical
board of Examiners & Licensers to regulate the practice of
medicine & surgery in Ohio. In order to pass an examination a
man must be a graduate of some medical college, or a practioner
for at least 10 years.

MCCARTYVILLE - Murrie Brown was made happy on
Sunday by a 10 pound baby girl.

BOTKINS — Phil Sheets has bought the restaurant formerly
owned by Wm. Keuthan and is now running it, with his brother
Joseph in charge... Parties hailing from Port Jefferson, Sidney &
Piqua came here on Tuesday evening of last week with the
seeming intention of painting the town red. It was not long
before Marshal Irvin Hillbrant had 8 of the crowd arrested &
arraigned before Mayor Sullivan. Two of them are matried men
living in Port Jefferson, two young men from Sidney, the other 4
were women, and soiled doves from Piqua. They were, on the
plea of guilty, fined $5 and costs, with the exception of one of the
PJ men who stood trial; he getting a dose of $15 and costs.

SIDNEY (11) — FOR SALE — Seventeen choice building lots,
nicely located in Roman’s addition. Will be sold cheap and on
terms to suit purchasers. Also a new 1 %2 story frame house
cheap and on easy terms. W. M. Shine... Dissolution Notice —
The co-partnership heretofore existing and doing business under
the firm name of the Miami Oil Company, composed of R. M.
Shanley, W. A. Ginn and B. G. Green is this day dissolved by
mutual consent. W. A. Ginn withdraws from the firm and R. M.
Shanley succeeds to his interest. The firm name remains the
same and all accounts due or against said firm will be adjusted by
R. M. Shanley & Co. Sidney, January 28, 1887. Dissolution
Notice is hereby given that the firm of McCullough & Barnes,
insurance agents, has this day been dissolved by mutual consent,
J. H. Barnes retiring. All accounts due the late firm will be
collected by J. H. Barns. S. McCullough & Son, J. H. Barns.
Sidney O. February 3, 1887. Notice to Stockraisers - During the
season I will attend to gelding horses for any person who may
desire my services. I use no clamps and guarantee satisfaction.
Residence on St. Mary pike, two miles north of Sidney. W. E.
Robbins, Veterinary Surgeon

FEB 14 — Cubs sell Mike King Kelly to Boston for record
$10,000.

SIDNEY (25TH) _—The season of Lent commenced on
Wednesday and will end on Saturday April 9...The third annual
groundhog day was observed in Punxsutawney Pa., on Feb 2...
Nutt Brothers have sold their warehouse to the Griffis Brothers,
of Dawson. Possession will be given July 1.

SIDNEY (MARRIAGES) —Wednesday Feb. 9t Ludwig
Kramer & Miss Mary B. Stang. Friday Feb. 18t Frazer Horr &
Miss Gertrude Robbins. Tuesday Feb 22nd William J. Davidson
& Miss A. Battie...W. J. Kinstle of Wapakoneta and Miss Lou
Alfele of Sidney...Lawrence Alfele & Miss Emma Dunnebacke.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 YEARS AGO-FEBRUARY-1912
Compiled by Dean Morrow

HARDIN (FEB 9%) — The Junior & Senior classes of the Holy
Angels high school and a few invited guests enjoyed a bobsled
ride to Hardin Tuesday evening. After the delightful ride the
members of the party went to the home of Miss Nellie Corbin,
where the remainder of the evening was spent in a most pleasant
manner. All did justice to an elegant luncheon during the
evening. Those who composed the jolly party were: Mary
Sherman, Margaret Dillon, Ruth Ladden, Nellie Corbin, Marie
Amann, Mary Trimple, Marie Ovenden, Julia Sherman, Alma
Schneider, Margaret Quinlisk, Messrs: Fred Dickas, Steve
Holcomb, Rauth Bush, Oliver Gutman, Paul Tynan, Louis
Weingartner, Harry Ratermann, Otto Bohrer, Joseph Eilers and
Francis Bustetter.

SIDNEY - Notices have been received from the State Fire
Marshal’s office by various persons in Sidney, ordering changes
to be made in the electric wiring of certain buildings in this city.
The changes are ordered made at once or as soon as possible
under the penalty of the enforcement of the law. An inspection
of the various buildings in Sidney in which electric light is used
was made last month by the Ohio Inspection Bureau of
Columbus.

JACKSON CENTER - A. W. Knauer has received the
following Western Union night letter from St. Louis relative to
the great success of Aviator Edward Korn, formerly of Jackson
Center: “Aviator Korn made a spectacular flight Sunday in
rough wind. After a beautiful landing I said “quite an exciting
flight Eddie,” Korn replied: ‘Nothing exciting about that Chatley,
sort of roller coaster flying though wasn’t it?”

FRIEDENS GEMEINDE (16™) — John May took his beef
cattle home which he purchased at public sale recently...Henry
Hirshfeld is buying and selling hotses. It might be advisable for
parties who want to buy to see him first before buying
elsewhere... The Bambauer Bros., were busily engaged hauling
saw logs.

SIDNEY - Patrick Mulligan, of Shelby county, has removed to
the Ed Morrow farm on the Washington pike, opposite the
home of Wm. Free, near Piqua. The former tenant on the place,
William Smith, has rented a place near Fletcher. Mr. Mulligan
has purchased the Morrow farm & will remain a resident of
Miami county.

SIDNEY (23RD) — At a meeting of the Buffalo Tribe, composed
of a number of boys, Wednesday the following officers were
elected: Wilfred Zimpfer, president; Louis Steinle, vice president;
Carl Barker, secretary; and Arthur Nutt, treasurer. Other
members are Paul Kerns and Michael Smith. The next meeting
will be held at the home of Michael Smith, when new members
will be taken in...Rolla Simpson & John Davidson have started a
family washing laundry business in the Goode building on north
Ohio avenue & will be ready for business next week. They will
do all kinds of washing & ironing, clean carpets, rugs, mattresses,
upholster furniture, etc. Both are well known & hustling young
men & will do a thriving business.
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County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please
consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby %
We appreciate your generosity. b .

Moving? Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.
The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return.
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