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CONTACT US: The 2013 Membership Meeting

937-498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society hosted its Annual

shelbyhistgpyt(gzr‘rlmv::rﬁmail.com Membership meeting on January 15, 2013. Co-president Linda DeVelvis
www.shelbycountyhistory.org welcomed members to the Ross Historical Center. DeVelvis opened the
meeting promptly at 7 p.m. DeVelvis presented the nominations of Doug
Ki Allinger, Allinger & Co. Inc. and Robert Dobras, Emerson Technologies.
F , She then asked if there were any nominations from the floor. With no

aceBook: . .
Shelby County Historical nominations presented from the floor she requested that the membership
Society, Sidney, Ohio vote on the slate of nominations that was presented. The membership

voted positively to add the nominees to the board.

If you are interested in receiving DeVelvis then presented the following list of officers for the year: Linda
your newsletter electronically, please = DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi will remain as co-presidents, with Jim Hall as
submit your email address to Vice-president, Thomas Seving as Treasurer, and Richard Wallace as

shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com Secretary.

A The membership in attendance were asked to consider playing a more
oY= active role by joining a committee. Several committees are looking for
* additional help. The Newsletter Committee is in need of people who
would like to research and write articles for the newsletter. If you don't
Welcome want to commit to several articles a year please consider writing your
New Members: memories, writing about artifacts in your family, or sharing family stories.
Kelli Bergheimer , Powell, OH The Youth Committee is always looking for people to help
Joel Michael, Portland, OR assemble hands on activities throughout the year. The Exhibits Committee

needs people who are willing to help research, build and tear down
exhibits throughout the year. This committee is in need of 1913 flood
pictures at this time.

Coming Home for the Holidays Committee is new this year. The
committee will be selecting menus and entertainment for the

Ted Michael, Sidney, OH
Gordon and Vicki Altstaetter, Botkins, OH
Robert and Rhonda Anderson, Anna, OH
Sue Britton, Sidney, OH

Joseph Hammann, Tipp City, OH event. Another new committee will plan social events that will preview
Theresa Manteuffel, Sidney, OH programs, exhibits and events for our Legacy Partners.  The  Building
Woody and Kathleen Sturm, Sidney, OH  and Grounds Committee is always looking for people who are good with
Robert and Shirley Eck, Sidney, OH their hands. This year Lee Woodruff saved us

Ken and Judy New, Sidney, OH from having to purchase a new refrigerator by
knowing how to repair our old one. It now works
better than it did when it arrived. We are always
looking for people who would like to become a
living history character during our ghost or
cemetery tours.

If you would like to become a more active

member, we invite you to contact Sharon at 498-

e«fra
ot
SCHS Memberships

Yearly 11653 or send an email
$25 Individual 4 to shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com.
$30 Family . DeVelvis then thanked the members for
$150 Friends of the Society New board member | attending and closed the meeting.
Doug Allinger




This is a post card of the 1913 flood.
This house is located south of downtown.
Join us on Facebook for more photos!

<nhank yo,,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
_ hidden clue: December Volunteer Info:
Sidney (20th)- Sir James Dewar invented he 27 Volunteers
Dewar Flask in 1889
Ft. Loramie (24th)- A Purple Silver Pied is 173 Hours
not a chicken but a Peacock.

Volunteer gift certificate winners

The clues were found by: Phillip Salm for December:
Amelia McCarthy
Doug Gaier
™ The clue will be found ONLY in :
) the “Out of the Past” section. Congratulations! Thank you to all
- our volunteers! We depend on you!
In December, 1888 people

participated in SCHS programs.




The Randolph Slaves of Shelby County
This story was taken from the Shelby County Historical Society’s
Teacher’s Guide to the Black History of Shelby County
Researched and Written by David Lodge

Ohio as a Non-Slave State

In 1803 Ohio became the first state carved
out of the Northwest Territory where the
ownership of a slave was not permitted. Although
officially a non-slave state, Ohioans were divided
on slavery and racist attitudes were not
uncommon, as shown by the Ohio legislature of
1804 in the passage of laws that prohibited blacks
from serving on juries and testifying against
whites in court cases. It also mandated that no
Negro or mulatto will be allowed to settle in the
state without a certificate of freedom, and that
blacks already living here must register and pay a

they reached Shelby County. As a paid employee
and worker he helped Roberts to clear trees and
undergrowth from four acres of land so that the
family could begin the process of cultivating
Crops.

John Randolph

Leonard U. Hill, the late Piqua historian, in
his article published in the Cincinnati Historical
Society newsletter of July 1965, describes the
venerable John Randolph as being among the
“First Gentlemen” of colonial Virginia. Randolph
(1773-1833), boasting the Indian princess
Pocahontas as one of his ancestors, was elected to

registration fee of 12 ‘2 cents.
Whites were forbidden to employ a
Negro unless he had a certificate of
freedom.

Further evidence of racial
prejudice came in 1807, when the
state, choosing economic interests
with neighboring slave states to be
more important than humanitarian
considerations, passed a law
requiring all Negroes coming into
Ohio to post a $500 bond, severely
limiting black migration to the new
state, although very few attempts
were made to enforce it. The last of
the Ohio black laws were repealed in
1849.

John Randolph

Congress in 1799, where he soon
became the Democratic Party Leader.
He disagreed with Thomas Jefferson
frequently, opposed the declaration of
war in 1812 against Great Britain, and
vigorously  argued  against  the
expansion of slavery into the new state
of Missouri. He also opposed
President Andrew Jackson on the
nullification question (Randolph was in
favor of nullification), a political theory
based on states’ rights that allows
individual states to suspend Federal
laws within their boundaries. Although
there are proponents of nullification
today, the last time Federal law was
nullified was at the outset of the Civil

The black population in Ohio in 1800 was
337: in 1810, 1,890; in 1820, 4,723; in 1830,
9,586; in 1840, 17,342; and in 1850, 25,279.

One of Shelby County’s First Blacks
Although blacks may have been in Shelby
County at an earlier date, the first documented
arrival was in the early 1820s when William
Roberts moved to Salem Township from Virginia.
An avowed emancipationist and owner of slaves, it
is said that he moved to Ohio in order to grant his
slaves their freedom.  Upon reaching Ohio
territory, he freed his slaves ; however, one black

man chose to stay with the Roberts family until

War when South Carolina, followed by other
southern states, seceded from the Union.
Randolph served in the U.S. Senate from 1825 to
1827, and in 1830 he was appointed minister to
Russia.

John Randolph, politician, statesman and
owner of a 6,000 acre plantation and hundreds of
slaves, was an emancipationist who died in 1833
leaving three wills, two of which manumitted
(freed) his slaves. The earliest will, dated 1819,
specified, “I give and bequeath to all my slaves
their freedom, heartily regretting that I have ever
been the owner of one.”

Other provisions set aside $8,000 for



transporting and settling his freed slaves in another
state or territory of the United States. Each former
slave above the age of 40 was to receive no less
than 10 acres of land in this new place. Codicils of
1826, 1828, and 1831 were added, with the 1828
supplement reading, “Being in great extremity, but
in my perfect senses, I write this codicil to my will
in the possession of my friend, Wm. Leigh (Leigh
was Randolph’s cousin), of Halifax, esquire to
declare that will is my sole last will and testament,
and that if any other be found of subsequent date
whether will or codicil, I do hereby revoke the
same.”

His final will written in 1832 upon his
return from Russia, in Europe, directed that the
bulk of his slaves be sold. Upon his death bed it is
reputed that his final thoughts, having never been
married, were about his slaves, their welfare, and
that they should be manumitted.

Claiming that John was insane, his brother
contested the will and kept the slaves. It would be
thirteen years before the courts would reach their
decision to accept the “instrument of writing...the
codicil whereto bears date the 5" day of December
1821 ...the codicil... 1821 ...the codicil...of January
1826 the four codicils bearing date the 6" date of
May 1828...and the codicil bearing date the 26"
day of August 1831...Therefore it is ordered that
the said several instruments of writing be recorded
as the true last will and testament of said John
Randolph of Roanoke deceased.”

William Leigh began the process of
carrying out the will’s dictates by traveling to
Mercer County in western Ohio to arrange for the
settlement of the newly freed slaves. According to
Leonard Hill and Helen Gilmore, (a Rossville,
Ohio, historian), William Leigh, on behalf of the
Randolph will dictates, had bought about 3,200
acres of fertile land in Mercer County for over
$6,000. It is possible that Leigh was aware of the
black settlement of Carthagena, Mercer County,
which had been established by a Quaker, Augustus
Wattles, in the 1830s.

Some of the land purchased was close to
Carthagena; however, the bulk of it was in the
Celina vicinity. Before returning to Virginia,
Leigh contracted with Joseph Plunkett of Mercer
County, to attend to the interests of the new
arrivals and to ensure their settlement.

It was June 10, 1846, when 383 former
slaves urged their horses, four to a wagon, pulling

sixteen wagons loaded with everything they owned
to head west toward the free state of Ohio. Their
ages ranged from a little baby less than 12months
to Granny Hannah who was reputed to have been
over 100 years old.

They were led by Mr. Cardwell, wagon
master, whom Leigh had retained to assist the
former slaves in their long journey, and to oversee
their successful settlement in Ohio. Cardwell
probably had in his possession the extremely
valuable certificate of their freedom, which stated,
“...A true list and description of the Negroes and
mulatto emancipation by the will of John
Randolph of Roanoke, dec’d, recorded in the
General Court of Virginia, made out from the
general book of registers of free Negroes and
Mulatoes (sic)... approved by the said court the 4™
day of May 1846.

The document listed all their given names
(a few had surnames listed; most took them at a
later date), and their complexion, height and age.
According to Gilmore, “They examined them from
head to toe and wrote down any marks you had on
you...make you feel like you was cattle or pigs.
Every slave had a number.” Written on the 12
page list of former slaves, number 215 to 96, was
number 514-Shadrach, who would take White as a
surname (later known as Buddie Shang) and make
Sidney his home, and number 421-Carter who
would choose Lee as his surname, settle in New
Bern, located outside of Sidney on Hardin-Wapak
Road and Schenk Road, and produce an offspring
that would lead to the birth of James P. Humphrey,
Sidney’s first black mayor. NOTE: A slave did
not have a last name until free. When freed, he/
she often took the name of his/her master,
residence or of some famous person of that
time.

Randolph Slaves Come to Ohio

After a journey of nearly 500 miles, the
slaves arrived in Charleston on June 18. They had
traveled through Virginia, crossing the Greenbrier
River through Lewisburg, and the Sewel Mountain
over Hawks Nest, around the Kanawha Fall, down
the east bank of that river and into Charleston.
They boarded a steamer on the Kanawha River and
sailed on to the Ohio River and the city of
Cincinnati. They entered the city on July 1, 1846,
with accounts of their arrival appearing in the July
2 edition of the local newspapers. “The Gazette”



account berates their benefactor John Randolph,
perhaps unjustly, for his presumed hypocrisy, and
provides an insight into the humanitarian
contradictions of whites in non-slave states.
[Editor’s note: sources indicate that Randolph took
great interest in the educating and care of his
slaves.]

After boarding Miami & Erie Canal barges

where the promised land, detailed in Randolph’s
will, was waiting for them. Upon their arrival in
New Bremen, they disembarked, made camp, and
wagon-master Cardwell contacted the local
residents who, by now, had, in a mass meeting,
determined a course of action unfavorable to the
Randolph group. Cardwell’s humanitarian plea for
the blacks, their rights, and the various resolutions

on Main Street in
Cincinnati, they began
their journey north to
Mercer County. Arriving
in  Dayton, the local
newspaper reported some
of the former slaves’
apprehension about their
destination and the mood
prevalent in  Mercer
County with these words.
“They are a fine looking
company of blacks. Some
of them regretted being
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he proposed to resolve the
problem were rejected.

That same evening, a
mob of whites, fully armed
with guns and bayonets,
surrounded the camp; reading
three resolutions that included
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R Cardwell into custody, they

anticipated an unfavorable reception in Mercer
County. Since the arrangements for settling the
Randolph blacks in that county have been in
progress, a great deal of opposition has been
manifested by the citizens, and meetings have been
held in the various parts, at which resolutions
were passed to take measures to prevent these
Negroes from coming into the area. We have no
idea that they will be permitted to remain in
Mercer County.”

Signs of racism followed them north
through Tippecanoe (Tipp City) and Troy before
their arrival in Piqua, where the Town Marshal
refused to allow them to disembark to quench their
thirsts, ostensibly, because of a water shortage, and
insisted that they move on. It is believed that
compassionate individuals in the Johnston Farm
area of the canal allowed the party to drink from a
spring on the property.

Continuing north on the canal, the barges
moved into Shelby County, passing through the
locks at Lockington on to Berlin (Fort Loramie)
where they were not allowed to land, and their
final destination New Bremen, Mercer County
(Auglaize County was not created until 1848),

forced him, on the next
morning, to charter two canal boats to remove the
blacks from their county. With an armed citizen
escort, the boats—with their occupant’s dreams
and aspirations shattered, replaced by uncertain
futures—Ileft Mercer County.

They eventually disembarked close to
Piqua (an area that became Rossville, a Randolph
slave community) in Miami County where
charitable whites brought them food. They also
later located in Sidney, Troy and West Milton and
in other small communities like Hanktown and
Marshalltown. An editorial in the Sidney
newspaper, “Aurora,” condemned the Mercer
County residents for selling land to the Negros,
receiving wages for constructing buildings and
pocketing “a large amount of money for provisions
not two weeks before the arrival of the poor
creatures whom they so unjustly treated.”

Within a few days of stopping near
Rossville, the contingent headed for Sidney and
Shelby County, as reported in the Piqua
newspaper, “As we noticed last week (July 18) an
effort, which it was thought would be successful,
was made to settle them in Shelby County, but like
the previous attempt in Mercer it failed. They



were driven away by threatened violence. About
one-third of them, we understand, remained in
Sidney, intending to scatter and to find homes
wherever they can.” Leonard Hill’s Randolph
article adds that Shelby County did eventually
become the final resting place for “Old Quasha,”
90 years of age, who once had been Randolph’s
head Wagoner.

In subsequent trial involving the former
slaves’ land in Mercer County, testimony by Clem
Clay (former slave) indicated that the group went
first to Cary’s Plantation, believed to have been in
the Berlin (Ft. Loramie) area. A piece in the July
14, 1893, edition of The Sidney Journal, recounts
their reception in Berlin and states, “In July of
1846 quite a commotion was caused in the village
by the arrival of a boat carrying as passengers...
about 100 Randolph slaves, just set free. The boat
passed up to the vicinity of Berlin but was not
allowed to land. A mob received them with sticks
and stones...it was the exclamation of one of the
old Negroes that he guessed his master [referring
to Randolph] was his best friend, after all.”

Clay goes on to tell about their visit to
Sidney, the mob that gathered, and as reported in
the Piqua Register, threatened violence. To avert a
confrontation, Guy Kelsey, local businessman
(grocer and wholesale liquors) who was also
Clinton Township treasurer in 1864, and Joseph
Cummins, a co-partner in the platting of Pulaski (a
settlement in Van Buren Township close to
Rumley), and the later Clinton Township overseer/
trustee, and other citizens, met in a

Sidney hotel to discuss the issue. It was decided to
allow a number of the former slaves to stay in
Sidney, and that, in Clay’s words, “Well, a good
class of white people took some on the farm and
some around the dwelling houses...some settled
around Sidney...and the rest came to Piqua.”

A number of the freed slaves settled in
Rumley, a black community (whites also lived
there), that had been platted in 1837 northeast of
McCartyville in the Van Buren Township of
Shelby County. The rest of the Randolph slave
family left for Piqua, and then Troy, and villages
in western Miami County where they were
employed by Quakers sympathetic to their plight.
Piqua and Troy, at the time already had a few
black residents, and Troy had a separate black
school. The slaves hired themselves out as hands
on neighboring farms, doing odd job and picking
up work as it came along. The freed slaves with
construction skills helped build a variety of
structures, including several homes still standing
in Piqua.

Beginning on December 16, 1846, Joseph
Plunkett, the man William Leigh trusted to
represent the freed slaves’ interests, began to sell
the unclaimed land. Helen Gilmore has found
evidence that when the former slaves inquired
about the land that was rightfully theirs, it had
been flooded by water temporarily released from
Grand Lake St. Marys. Over a seven year period,
Plunkett sold all the land for a total of over $7,700.
Gilmore also states that the treacherous Plunkett,
in selling the land, forged the name of William
Leigh.

5

Poor old Jake always had his color for an excuse

He couldn’t do this or that and would burst out in abuse
Of the other fellow, who had a chance

Because he happened to be

Of the other race, he would say

What a lucky man is he.

By: Florence Reed Brown
African-American poet from Anna, Ohio

Most of us are not like Jake

Most of us say we can

If given a chance,

We can compete with almost any man.
And I pray the time will not be long
When we can work, or go any place

If we’re capable and worthy
Regardless of our race.
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
¥ FEBRUARY — 1888 -125 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

HOUSTON (3) — We still have the whooping cough with us...
Friday afternoon of last week the one story residence of William
Dey, at Houston, was discovered to be on fire. By the exertions
of the citizens of the place most of the household goods were
saved. The house was burned to the ground. The loss was about
$200, with no insurance. The people in the neighborhood are
assisting Mr. Dey in building a new house, and it is expected it
will be completed by the last of next week.

KETTERVILLE — Wm. Kettler received a nice lot of saw logs
at the mill while the snow lasted... If there is any young lady in
the neighborhood that has had no sleigh ride yet, please raise
your hand, as Fred Bordewisch and ]. Lucas are prepared to fill
all such requirements... Did you hear of the young men that run
a race to get to the same house for the same girl? For first was
best...As Levi Border’s mustache has sprouted to a pretty good
length, he is now ready for any smiling, sweet faced, good
looking girl...We learned that Fred Quebe will withdraw from
driving the huckster wagon and that Fred Bordewish will handle
the eggs and butter hereafter. Mr. Quebe was a good huckster
and no doubt many will miss his familiar smile.

JACKSON CENTER (10) — Measles are about town... Prof.
Hill will have a grand time about the middle of March at the close
of his school. There will be about ten students graduated. The
names of the class is Forest Hall, Kenton McCalley, Henry
Littlejohn, B. D. Higgins, Elmer Meranda, Harry Robertosn,
Grant Rose, Glendora Buitley, Patricia Francis, Lou Cargill and
Msts. Ella Hill. The exercises will be held in the M. E. Church.
Prof. Hill is a good teacher and the board should retain him
another year...Ed Maxwell and sister Minnie and Miss Hall, of
this place, went to church at Mount Tabor last Thursday evening.
Their horse either broke loose or someone untied him and the
result was a fine new buggy was broken to pieces and the young
folks badly frightened.

new caboose as a boy with his first boots.

SIDNEY (24) — The Sidney Wheel Works, the property of
Anderson, Grazer & Co., which was damaged by fire on the 26
of last montbh, is clearing away the debris and preparing to rebuild
on a large scale. This is the most gratifying news of the week, as
it disposes of a question in which Sidney was interested. A short
time after the fire the firm received propositions from various
towns, and one from a pool of wheel makers. Strong
inducements were made to take the works from here, but a
proposition to remain, the raising of $10,000, put Sidney to work.
Several meetings were held after soliciting committees had
canvassed the town, and on Tuesday evening, at the final
meeting, the sum of nearly $5,000 in money, sixty-six weeks’
work by shop hands and 105 days’ by carpenters, masons and
others was reported. This effort on the part of Sidney was highly
appreciated by the firm, and although the difference between the
proposition and results was considerable, there was no patleying.
The firm accepted the offer, and on Wednesday 40/50 men
began clearing up the wreck and arranging for a great
improvement.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 YEARS AGO - FEB. - 1913
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (7) A. & C. Streit, who recently purchased the stock
of goods of C. A. Hetzler on the south east corner of the square,
re-opened their store for business Saturday after having been
closed all week while completely remodeling the store room.
The appearance of the store is entirely changed, with new shelves
and cases, and the large show windows have been arranged
differently for the display of the goods. The counters have been
so arranged as to leave large aisles making it very convenient for
customers. Mr. Streit expects to make a specialty of 5 and 10
cent goods and will handle a good line of granite and hardware.
He will also keep on hand a fine line of fresh candies. The stock
is not yet complete but new goods are arriving every day and will
make this store one of the fine up-to-date notion stores of
Sidney...STS is now open for business.

PASCO (14) The W.C.T.U. will hold their regular monthly
meeting at the church Sunday evening. The society will observe
Frances Williard day.

RHINE - Last week while buzzing wood at Herman Greve’s
farm the belt came off and caught John Greve and injured him
somewhat severely. He is getting along real well at this writing.

LEATHERWOOD - The Ladies’ Aid Society of Chatity
Chapel met at the home of Arthur Benham and wife Wednesday
afternoon. Twenty-five were present. The next meeting will be
held at Wm. Caven’s the second Wednesday of March.

SIDNEY (21) Dewey Briggs, who works at the Gerard broom
factory, had his thumb badly hurt Wednesday evening. Raymond
Packer had his thumb badly cut at the Monarch Machine
company Thursday morning...There was a sportsmen’s meeting
at the grand jury room of the court house Wednesday night for
the purpose of organizing a sportsmen’s and game preserve
association for Shelby county. About 15 persons were in
attendance. James Stuber gave an extended talk upon the game
conditions in the state and was followed by considerable
discussion...We desire to announce to the farmers and truck
growers of Shelby county that we will open and run a tomato
canning factory as an annex to the Bimel Buggy Co.s plant if they
will give us their cooperation in the acreage of tomatoes. The
tomato crop will pay the farmer much better than wheat, oats
and corn and we shall confine our efforts to tomatoes only. We
shall be glad to have those interested call at the Bimel offices and
secure a contract seed and booklets on the tomato industry.

FI. LORAMIE (28) Gerhard Tecklenburg went to
Wapakoneta with the intention of buying an auto. After
inspecting the various makes he bought a “Brush” but it proved
to be only a hair brush...Is Fort Loramie in need of a town hall
and fire department? The unfortunate Behrns fire and the
frozen condition of both fire wagons at that time should be a
sufficient warning. A better building is needed. Furthermore to
be seriously considered is the great danger of fire with the
present frame fir house and continual heating required to keep
the engine from freezing.
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