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Welcome
New Members:

Dennis and Ellen Donnelly, Conover, OH
Andy Gump, Sidney, OH
Pamela Wagner, Sidney, OH
Julia Geuy Young, Black Lick, OH
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society

Legacy Partners
Individual & Business $300
Business 101+ Employees $500

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
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Closed Sundays and Holidays

Journey Stories: Where We’ve Been
Makes Us Who We Are

Through a partnership with the Smithsonian Institute - Museum
on Main Street program and the Ohio Humanities Council, the
Society is excited to be hosting an exhibit entitled Journey
Stories. The exhibit will run from February 12, 2014 to March 6,
2014. It studies the reasons why people immigrated from place to
place. For the next five years the Society will present
programming that will help the community understand how the
journeys of past generations have shaped the present generations
and our county.

2014: The Journey Begins

When: February 18, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m.

Where: Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave, Sidney
For members only: Docent guided group tours of the
Smithsonian exhibit Journey Stories are available by
appointment only. To register please contact the office
(937) 498-1653 or shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com

Laurie Loewenstein Book Signing

When: March 4, 2014 @7:00 p.m.

Where: Amos Library, 230 E. North St, Sidney
Laurie Loewenstein’s debut novel, Unmentionables, is a
story of insiders, outsiders and the true nature of community
set on the Chautauqua Circuit in 1917.




PASSAGES

Members: $20

Non-Members: $30

Shipping and Handling: $5

By: Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

This book is a compilation of
a dozen years and 50 stories
done for the Shelby County
Historical Society’s newsletter
Historical Highlights. Each of

these relates to the years
Dickas spent growing up in
Shelby County, and at the
same time captures his other
interests as a professional
geophysicist, an enthusiastic
historian, an admirer of
community leaders, and a
natural story teller.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” YOLUNTEERS
Anna 16t q'gf:" cluest: I December Volunteer Info:
nna - was not a leap year
Sidney 13th -There are actually 9 boys 53} 5\9/011{11 nteers
listed not 8 ours
The clues were found by:
Chuck Hewitt, Carolyn Haney,

Volunteer gift certificate winners

and Mark Deam for December:
Josh Reck
The clue will be found ONLY in Amelia McCarthy

our volunteers! We depend on you!
In December, 3151 people
participated in SCHS programs.

%) the "Out of the Past” section. Congratulations! Thank you to all




As we kick off our Journey Stories series this year we would like to begin with
our own Journey Story. It is a tribute to the time and energy community leaders
put into making the Shelby County Historical Society what it is today.

History of the
Shelby County Historical Society

There is an innate sense of history and
legacy in every culture. A mixture of curiosity and
the sense of obligation causes people to record the
accomplishments of their age and those before
them. So it was in Shelby County.

Before there was an organized group with
the stated purpose of preserving history, individuals
wrote down their family history and those whom
they knew. The 1927 ‘Homecoming’ celebration
held in Sidney resulted in many such articles.

The earliest recorded effort to preserve a
collective history of Shelby County was from the
members of the Writer’s Project. Paul Sherman
was the key participant in the Writers Project of the
late 1930s. He was ably assisted by Minor Dow of
Sidney as editor. This project was apparently
funded by the WPA. Mr. Dow sought “Indian
relics, old documents, old books, flags, maps, etc.”
It is unknown what became of these early efforts.

First Historical Society Meeting

An interesting news item hit the local papers
on June 25, 1946. It announced that a new
organization was being formed to “compile and
preserve authentic historical material relating to
Shelby County and its people.” A meeting held in
the city council chambers resulted in the formation
of the Shelby County Historical Society on July
24, 1946. W. R. Minton was elected as the first
president. Assisting him was John Whitney as vice
-president, Mrs. W. H. Emmons as treasurer, and
Mrs. Marion Russell as secretary. Other members
of the first board of directors included: W. R.
Joslin, Jr., Rev. R. Wobus, Mrs. Maude Carey, E.J.
Griffis, and Mrs. Cable Wagner.

It is believed that the first members of the
Society concentrated on identifying important
historical landmarks. The list of summer projects
for 1948 included repair of the covered bridge,
marking the first home sites in Shelby County,
establishment of a state park around the canal locks
in Lockington, and excavation of “mystery rock” in
Fort Loramie. Additional local historians such as
noted author Leonard Hill of Piqua, Ft. Loramie

native Paul Sherman, Judge Robert Eshman and
Ernest Amos joined as volunteers. John Whitney
was president of the Society during this time.

Probably the first major project for the
Society was the construction of a monument at the
site of the county’s first resident, James Thatcher.
He settled here in 1805. A ceremony dedicating the
permanent marker on that location was held on
September 23, 1951.

Subsequent historians owe a special debt of
gratitude to another early Society volunteer, Paul
Sherman. He has been recognized as “the foremost
recorder of Shelby County history.” Sherman kept
voluminous files documenting almost every aspect
of our early history. “Sherman’s Chronology” listed
every key event and date in the county from 1860 to
1936. His untimely death in 1951 at a relatively
young age was a great loss to county residents.

The Society took an important part in the
Sesquicentennial celebration in 1953.  Society
president E.J. Griffis sought public help in writing
articles on virtually every aspect of county history.
These invaluable articles routinely appeared in the
Sidney Daily News throughout the celebration from
June 7-13, 1953, and still serve as an important
resource today.

A period of inactivity followed. This was to
be an unfortunate trend that plagued the Society
from time to time as older members retired or
passed away.

Society Reactivated

A January 15, 1965, Sidney Daily News
article announced the reactivation of the Shelby
County Historical Society. Attorney William F.
Milligan chaired the meeting. He led a committee
that included Russell Bunker, Forrest Griffis, Foster
Moon, and Cecil Ginn. They drafted a new
constitution and planned a series of activities that
centered on the development of the Lockington
locks area. The group also revised the Code of
Regulations of the Society.

The group remained active throughout the
1960s. John Minton took over as president in 1966,



following the early efforts of his father. Minton
began a series of programs for members that
included one by Coin World representative
Courtney Coffing on early U.S. coins. William
Milligan became the president in the late 1960s.

One of the group’s major accomplishments
was the reprinting of Sutton’s History of Shelby
County. This important 1883 publication was
indexed and reprinted by Society volunteers in
1968 and still serves as a valuable research tool
today.

An important early research pamphlet,
Wilderness to Prosperity, was published by the
group in 1970, immediately after the
sesquicentennial celebration. John Minton was the
editor. Historical Society members acquired and
restored the City Waterworks Building on Brooklyn
Avenue as a home for the Society. The Shelby
County Historical Society then entered a period of
decline. The society still owned the Waterworks
Building, but there were no active members.

William A. Ross, Jr

However, history in the county was alive in
the heart of a key community leader. William A.
Ross, Jr. developed a passion for local history and
shared it with anyone who would stop to listen. He
researched the history of Shelby County
newspapers and countless other institutions. His
work with sculptor Robert Koepknik resulted in
aluminum sculptures adorning US Bank, Wilson
Memorial Hospital, Ross Aluminum, and other
buildings. He (anonymously at the time) paid for
the construction of the covered bridge in Tawawa
Park. His death in 1990 was a great loss for all of
Shelby County.

1993- Reactivation for Good

Bill Ross’s son, Dr. Bill Ross III and local
attorney Rich Wallace decided in January 1993,
that it was time to revive the Shelby County
Historical Society. Plans were made for a history
program. Indiana historian Mike Klinger traveled
to Sidney to speak on January 12, 1993. A large
crowd responded, and plans were made to re-launch
the Society.

The first Board of Trustees consisted of
Rich Wallace as president, vice-president Linda
DeVelvis, Sherrie Casad-Lodge as secretary-
treasurer and trustees John Minton, Bill Ross, and
Cassie Wilson.

The key decision made by the volunteers in

1993, was a promise to each other that this time, the

Society would not go through the typical cycle of

success then decline as the key members aged. The

key leaders agreed that the emphasis this time

would be on young people. It was a strategy not

followed by any other historical society at the time.
Youth Programs Begin

A September 16, 1997, article in the Sidney
Daily News announced the beginning of the
Society’s “History Just for Kids” program. School
Superintendant David Dolph called it a “very
ambitious and exciting program,” and it was.

Society volunteers Sherrie Casad Lodge,
David Lodge, and Rich Wallace proposed to write
eight teachers guides on local history for use by
teachers in the classroom. It was the first of a kind
project in Ohio. Over the next year, the authors
produced guides (with local history, maps, teachers
notes, handouts, and related materials on the Civil
War, Immigration, local industry, canal history,
Sidney’s downtown, Indians, pioneer, and black
history.

The teacher’s guides were followed by
interactive cd-rom’s on Pioneer life and the Civil
War and what Society volunteers named ‘Museums
in a Suitcase.” Suitcases were created to supplement
the teachers guides on the following subjects;
Pioneer, Indian, Industry, Immigration, Civil War,
and Downtown Sidney. These suitcases contain
artifacts and reproductions that can be used by
teachers to demonstrate local history in their
classroom.

Teachers responded enthusiastically as did
state history officials. = The Society received
numerous awards for the “History Just For Kids”
project. A long-term relationship between the
Society and educators was established that has
existed to this day.

Volunteer Sherrie Lodge became the first
newsletter editor in January 1995. It quickly
became an outstanding publication, earning an
award of merit from the OAHSM. The newsletter
has been printed monthly since then.

Building a Team
With the public beginning to sense that the Society
was here to stay, people began to donate artifacts
for preservation. Volunteer Tom Homan, who got
involved when the Society was reformed in 1993,
headed up the collection efforts of the group. He



donated hundreds of hours of time in creating and
managing the Society’s collection policy and
activities. Tom also shepherded the Society’s
merchandising efforts. A popular plaque series,
coverlets, and many other items were created and
supervised by him.

Tom’s lasting legacy to date was his
leadership in the acquisition of the Josephine Royan
Feth collection. The family donated hundreds of
important artifacts dating from the earliest
beginnings of Shelby County.

The funding of the Society in the beginning

was shored up by grants from the Emerson and
Alcoa foundations. The Society board, still without
a permanent home, decided to hire a paid part time
director. Society volunteer Jim Sayre took over
those duties on January 26, 1998. He became the
newsletter editor in 1998, and continued in that
capacity until August 1, 2005.
The Society benefited in the 1990s from an
outstanding series of volunteers, representing every
segment of the community. Local businessman
Dan Francis, engineer Larry Roettger, high school
student Wade Krempel, teacher Linda DeVelvis,
farmer Eric Ditmer, and others helped shape the
direction of the Society.

Communication was important in the
Society’s rebirth. Our first website was launched in
1996. It was primarily created and then
administered by Sherrie Casad Lodge. It now
maintained by Dave DeVelvis and remains an
important research tool for people across the world
to this day.

In addition to an ongoing program schedule,
Society volunteers decided to host an annual dinner
at the GreatStone Castle to honor its Victorian past.
The “Victorian Evening” was born in 1996.

The  Society developed  partnership
opportunities in the 1990s, working with the
library, Gateway Arts Council, veterans groups,
City of Sidney, the county commissioners, and
others. An example of such activities was the 1998
Memorial Day Civil War reenactment event on the
court square, during which a plaque honoring those
whose names were left off the original Monumental
Building tablet was dedicated.

“Give Your History a Home”

Because of these early successes and artifact
accumulations, it was time for the Society to find a
home. The board had debated the topic for some

months, evaluating the old county jail and the
children’s home as potential sites. It was decided
eventually that a location downtown, within
walking distance at the time for elementary and
middle school students, the Society’s most
important customers, was the goal. In April 1998,
the society sold the Water Works building and
entered into a purchase agreement to buy the
William Haslup home

A 1998 fundraising drive chaired by Dan
Francis and Rich Wallace resulted in the purchase
and renovation of 1902 William Haslup home (used
for many years as a funeral home), in 1999. The
theme was “Give Your History a Home.” Over 200
supporters helped the campaign sweep past the
$250,000 goal, raising over $330,000 in the
process. A ribbon cutting and open house were
held on January 19, 2000. The Haslup home, now
officially known as the Ross Historical Center, was
alive and back in the history business.

Membership in the Society climbed more
than 200% during the building fund drive for the
Ross Historical Center. That necessitated the
employment of an administrative assistant. Matilda
(“Tilda”) Phlipot was hired in January 1999.

Tilda Phlipot’s strong ties with the school
systems and her love for children took the Society’s
partnering relationships with the education system
to a new level beginning in December 1999. The
Society offered a sneak preview of the Ross Center
by participating in the Christmas Historical home
tour sponsored by the Gateway Arts Council.
Though renovations were not complete, aided by
students in the Sidney City Schools and Holy
Angels, the house was dressed for the holiday
season. This event created Christmas of
Yesteryear, which has become a family tradition
that carries on through the present on the first
Saturday of December.

Planning for Our Future

Attention was given to organizational issues
along the way. A new Society logo was adopted in
2000. The mission of the Society was updated as
part of a community-wide strategic assessment
activity in 2004. Specific long-term goals and
objectives were established.

In 2000, the society made one of its focuses
to look for partnership opportunities to share
Shelby County’s rich history. The Society joined
with the Gateway Arts Council in the spring of



2001 to present the first Spring Fling Fine Art
Show and Sale. The Society continued to form
partnerships in 2001 by working with Main Street
Sidney. The Society created Vintage Day, which
was held on the third Saturday in September.
Participants were given opportunities to watch
demonstrations and make pioneer crafts. By 2003,
this event had evolved into the Shelby County
Applefest.

In mid 2002 the Ohio Humanities Council
selected the Society as one of eight sites in Ohio to
display the Smithsonian traveling Exhibit,
“Yesterday’s Tomorrows: Past Visions of the
American Future.” This exhibit was hosted by the
Society from September 1-28, 2003. One of the
responsibilities of the community that hosts a
Smithsonian Exhibit is to hold community activities
that tie directly in to the main idea of the exhibit,
and so the Shelby County Applefest was born.

The information from this exhibit was so
significant that the Society along with leaders from
the Shelby County Schools and the Shelby County
Soil and Water Conservation office agreed that this
information was too important to the youth of
Shelby County to be abandoned. These groups
formed a partnership, which created “Pioneer Day”
in 2004. Pioneer Day allows students to participate
in some activities that an average resident in Shelby
County might have engaged in during the early to
mid 1800’s. Since 2004 Pioneer Day has become
an annual event.

The partnership with the schools has
continued to grow and is stronger than ever today
as a group of retired teachers functioning s a Youth
Advisory Committee have worked with Tilda and
Lynda Adams of the Soil and Water Conservation
to sustain the educational experiences that align
with the state social studies curriculum. In 2005,
the Society hosted “200 years of Shelby County
History.” The exhibit highlighted major events in
the history of Shelby County in the last 200 years.
In 2006, the Society presented “Coming to
America.” This exhibit allowed the visitor the
chance to learn about the Immigration procedure.
The Society hosted a Civil War Educational Day in
April 2007. This program was not only to help
prepare students for state testing but more
importantly to bring to life important elements of
that tragic conflict. As a result students throughout

all the schools in our county can experience
amazing SCHS programs as 4th, 5th, and 5th
graders that reinforce and/or introduce what they
read about in their textbooks.

The Society continues to imagine new and
creative ways to bring history to the public. We are
embarking on our third Smithsonian exhibit
“Journey Stories” in February 2014. Our current
board of directors: Julie Gilardi co-president, Linda
DeVelvis co-president, Jim Hall vice-president,
Tom Seving treasurer, Rich Wallace secretary, and
trustees Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Faye
Spangler, Carleen Pettit, Bill Ragon, and Tom
Miller are working hard to build the Society’s
membership and to keep the Society a viable and
relevant part of our community. It is important that
we continue to uphold our mission: The Shelby
County Historical Society is an educational
organization whose main purposes
are to preserve historical resources, provide
educational opportunities, and promote awareness
of Shelby County History.
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
75 Years Ago — 1939 — February
Compiled by Anne Morrow

CLUB MEETINGS: R. A. CLUB-The R.A. club will
meet with Mrs. G. E. Woodruff, 232 Pike street, Friday
afternoon. EUCHRE PARTY-There will be a euchre party
at the 1.O.O.F. hall in Kirkwood, Friday evening, February
tenth. The public is invited. QUEST CLUB-The Quest
club will meet this evening at 8 P.M. with Mrs. Robert
Dunn, north Miami ave. BIRTHDAY CLUB: Christa
Williams, Gary Collman, Ted Koppel, Hoot Evers and the
Morrow boys, Joshua, Boyce, Buddy and James Dean will
meet for their February meeting at the Alcove.
PRISCILLA CLUB-The Priscilla club will meet Friday
afternoon at 2 P.M. in the home of Mrs. William
Sanderson, south Miami ave.

SIDNEY (11th) The marriage vows of Miss Anna Gilardi,
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Matthias Gilardi, of Wilkinson
avenue, and John Barnadi, son of Mr. & Mrs. Napoleon
Barnadi, of north Dixie highway, were spoken at 9 A.M.
Saturday morning at Holy Angels church. Rev. E. C.
Lehman officiated. Miss Mary Gilardi, sister of the bride,
was maid-of-honor, with Miss Mantala, of Dayton, and
Charles Gilardi, brother of the bride, the attendants. The
bridegroom has a position with the Wagner Manufacturing
company.

ANNA (16%) The Annual father and son banquet, held at
St. Jacob’s Lutheran church, Thursday evening was well
attended and a very interesting program enjoyed. There
were 182 men and boys to enjoy the fine repast served by
the members of the Dorcas club.

ANNA (23%d) Mr. & Mrs. Charles Krebs Jr., announce the
arrival of a son born Saturday...The Anna Hardware
company has purchased a new delivery truck through
Wentz brothers...Our Anna girls basketball team has made
quite a record this year winning every game they have
played thus adding one more trophy to the fine group now
on display in the school building corridor.

SIDNEY (27%) W. R. Minton and Urban Doorley, both
of Sidney, were elected to membership on the executive
board of the Dayton Miami Valley council of the Boy
Scouts of America at the annual meeting held in Dayton
last Saturday...Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wendel and daughters,
Misses Dorothy, Helen and Virginia Lou, Miss Dorothy
Gast, Myron Pierce, of Coldwater; Miss Margaret Ann
Salm, May Dunham, of Dayton; Robert Moran, of Marion,
students in the University of Dayton, were guests Sunday in
the home of Mr. & Mrs. John Salm

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years Ago — February — 1914
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

SIDNEY (6%) - the rain of Friday night which turned to
sleet and snow during the morning hours, has resulted in
considerable damage being done about the city. The
frozen ice on the telephone and electric wires caused many
of them to break and fall in many parts of the city and part
of the electric lights and telephone systems were out of
commission during the day. Branches from hundreds of
trees about the city were broken off by the weight of the
ice. The spire of the court house upon which is fastened
the police light signal is pulled away to one side on account
of the weight of the wires.

SIDNEY (13%) - The operating table with all the
accessories for the city emergency hospital has arrived and
will be installed under the supervision of the managers of
the hospital, Dr. Hugh Beebe, Dr. Greg House, Dr. Arthur
Silver, and Dr. A. W. Hobby.

SIDNEY (20%) - Today marked the end of one of
Sidney’s oldest partnerships, when by mutual consent, the
undertaking firm of Salm & Taylor was dissolved. Mr.
Taylor purchasing the interest formerly held by Mr. Salm.
Mr. Salm and Taylor have been business partners for the
past 20 years and were probably the best known
undertakers in this section of the state. About five years
ago they moved their business to the corner of Main
avenue and North street. Mr. Taylor has had charge of the
business during that time and will continue the business at
the present location. His son Robert, who is a graduated
embalmer, will be associated with his father in the business.
Mr. Salm contemplates going into the undertaking
business, which will be run in connection with his furniture
business.

FT. LORAMIE - Wm. Shine appointed Wm. H.
Niederkorn tax assessor for McLean township. Good luck
Wm. In your new field of work...Wm. H. Niederkon’s
new office necessitated his resigning the offices of
township clerk and board of health for the township of
McLean. The trustees for said township selected Joseph A.
Kloeker to supersede Mr. Niederkorn. A good official, my
dear trustees. We feel satisfied you will never regret the
appointment made.

HARDIN (27t) - We have been having more severe
weather in February than we have had all winter. Monday
the snow was drifted in places high as the fences along the
pike. Lawrence Gahm and Ed Penrod took their horse
and snow shovel and went all over Hardin and made good
wide paths from your door straight to the church so people
could go to church without any inconvenience. Thanks to
the boys.
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