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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
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shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome New Members:
William Shoffner, Sidney, OH
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Individual - $25
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Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

Open letter to members of
SCGS and SCHS

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. I went to the Ross
Historical Center Sunday afternoon recently to do some research for the
Out of the Past column of the Sidney Daily News. What a pleasure it
was to sit down in front of our new ProScan imaging device and look at
articles from the past in living digital images.

It was a new project and the first time the two groups jointly
pursued an objective. The Historical Society committed the funds from
the Barbara Adams Genealogical Research Center gift made by Dick J.
Adams to purchase the state of the art ProScan microfilm reader. The
real challenge was purchasing the newspaper film. The leaders of SCHS
and SCGS did not know what the response from their members would
be.

The campaign was very successful. Our original objective was to
raise funds for the purchase of the Sidney Daily News film from 1891-
2002 and an additional 44 reels of film for nine county newspapers from
the Jackson Center, Fort Loramie, Anna and Botkins areas. Mid-way
through the process we decided to also buy the available reels for the
Sidney Journal, a weekly newspaper penned by the inimitable William
Binkley. One donor, who has contributed wonderful material to the
SCHS newsletter over the years, covered this cost.

We have raised $32,000 so far. We are about $1,500 short of
covering all the costs, including storage cabinets for the film. The
campaign has been a great success. Special recognition should go to the
officers and members of SCGS. They donated $1,000 of their limited
funds to purchase the county newspapers.

One remaining goal we would like to accomplish is to complete
our research inventory by purchasing reels of the Shelby County
Democrat and the Western Herald. The Democrat was a weekly paper
presenting the Democratic point of view in opposition to William
Binkley over at the Sidney Journal. The Western Herald was printed
here in the 1830s. They offer a rich trove of material. If sufficient
additional funds can be raised, these papers will be great additions to the
library.

The Society Board of Trustees has adopted a strategy to develop
centers of excellence for all of its key activities. The acquisition of the
film and ProScan equipment represents a major step in making the
Barbara Adams Genealogical Research Center a center of excellence.

All of us at SCGS and SCHS are very grateful. Thanks so much!




“«“-epid WOMQ,'
of Shelby COunty

This year the Shelby County Historical Society will be focusing on “Intrepid Women of
Shelby Countg.” our hope is to highlight the lives and accomplishments of women who have
been the barrier breakers and achievers from time of pioneer women to today s leaders. We need
your help! Do you know of some courageous, 8round})reaking women from S]ael})g Countg? We
would love you to help us tell their stories. We are also looking for artifacts to go along with the
stories. Items from their lives such as articles of clothing, photos, documents, personal belongings
of any sort that could be loaned to us for exhibit purposes would be appreciated and cherished.

4<hank yo

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VYOLUNTEERS I
hidden clues:
Sidney (2nd)-Lou Bega is a contemporary
German mambo musician
Ft. Loramie (14th)-Super Mario Brothers
of Geyer, Ohio

December Volunteer Info:
50 Volunteers
434 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners

The clues were found by: for December:
Patricia Francis Ruth Harmon
Sandy Reck

_ Congratulations! Thank you to all

The C}Pe Wﬂ} lf founﬂ ONIfY in the our volunteers! We depend on you!
/L Out of the Past” section. In December, 1952 people

participated in SCHS programs.
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Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.

Recently the Society received a donation from Joe Kingseed of a Fire Chief’s Helmet from the
Sidney Fire Department. The helmet dates back to the 1940s and was probably worn by Fire Chief Neal
Waggoner who was Chief from 1930 to 1945.

Upon doing
additional research
we discovered a
photo of
“Ladies Day” dated
October 9, 1940,
where the helmet sits
prominently on
Mrs. E. F.
Hawvermale’s
head!

On Front: Irene Andre, Lois Kennedy

On Running Board: Mrs. William Milligan, Mrs. E. F. Hawvermale, Mrs. Rexford Price, Mrs.
W. R. France, Mrs. Merle Dovell, Mrs. George Brell, Mrs. John Sexauer

Standing by Back Tire: Mrs. T. J. Emley, Miss Dorothy Morrison

Leaning on Ladder: Mrs. Voress Loudenback, (?)

Standing at Hose Reel: Mrs. Paul Emley, Miss Ann Carey



SIDNEY'S FIRE PROTECTION, 1857-1906

FIRE DANGER MOUNTED AS MFG. BASE GREW
By Stan Crosley, Chief Sidney Fire Dept., December 1998

Sidney’s Fire Department, informally
organized as a fire brigade in 1857, has an
exciting past full of tradition and hometown
pride. Rapidly growing with a number of

manufacturing firms starting up then, Sidney
began to anticipate fire.

When an alarm of fire sounded, brigade
members would run quickly to the scene,
Once there, they

grabbing the nearest bucket.
located a water source and
then formed two lines, one i
passing full buckets and
the other returning the

empties. This method
continued until 1869, [§
when city council ¢

authorized purchase of an
Anderson Fire Engine,
pulled by hand to the fire |

each side. The pumper was |

After the Monumental Building was completed
and outfitted for the fire department, a fire alarm
system was developed. A succession of rapid
taps of the fire bell atop the building signaled a
fire. These taps would be followed by location
taps: First Ward, one tap; Second Ward, two taps;
and Third Ward, three taps, a system greatly

expediting response.
Sidney voters in 1872 approved a water
system complete with a

waterworks, underground
pipe, fire plugs, and
reservoirs, a significant

factor in improving fire
protection. Sidney was one
of the first small cities to
have a waterworks. Use of
underground cast iron pipe,
instead of hollowed out
—~|wooden logs, greatly

|improved reliability of the

stored on the east side of

water system. More than

Main near Court Street,
although the exact location
is unknown.

Kritzer, Hook and Ladder L.A. McKinnon
Firemen:
W.A. Spraul, H.G. Voress, William Rensch

four miles of main pipe in
the ground, 42 fire plugs,
and 147 hydrants for

Sidney’s approach
to fire protection changed dramatically in 1872,
when the city council authorized purchase of a
hook and ladder wagon and buckets for $588.
The wagon was pulled by hand and featured
several ground ladders. In an era of black fire
buckets, Sidney distinguished itself with red ones.
The council also authorized a small hose house
for $185, built on the southeast corner of Main
and Court, later site of the county jail. The next
year city council bought a hose reel for $411 and
moved the hose house to the court square across
the street.

With new equipment and house came the
expansion of local "fire companies," common in
larger eastern cities. By 1876, activities of these
fire companies were frequently reported in the
Shelby County Democrat: Tawawa Hose Co. # 1,
the Valley City Hose Co. # 2, the Niagara Hose
Co. # 3, and the Pioneer Hook & Ladder Co.

private use were in place by
1883.

Arriving at the scene, hose companies
hooked their hose to the fire plug or sometimes
dropped their suction hoses into small, open
reservoirs. Water pressure from the water main,
usually quite strong, traveled through the hose to
the nozzle to be directed on the fire. Firemen
could also use the Anderson Fire Engine to pump
water by hand from a reservoir.

Local fire companies were also social
clubs, with prominent citizens as members.
Monthly meetings were announced in the local
newspapers and the election of officers was
always well publicized. Fund-raisers were
common. The Tawawa Hose Company
sponsored a masquerade ball at Singe Hall on
Easter Monday of 1877, with the local
newspapers asking the public to "give them a
goodly number... proceeds for benefit of the fire



company and make our fire department more
efficient." Sidney’s firemen celebrated
Independence Day, including a parade around the
court square.

Sidney’s Monumental Building was
completed by 1876. The Tawawa Hose Company
and the Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company
moved in, while city offices were established on
the second floor.

A winter-time fire in 1879 set the stage for
a big change in the operation of Sidney’s fire
protection. A midnight fire in the Yinger dwelling
at the southwest corner of Main and Court sent the
fire companies scrambling to the scene. "...hose
reels soon arrived and in the intense cold the
firemen worked like beavers," the Shelby County
Democrat reported. "...let

the fire; if danger seemed greater, a second alarm
could be sounded. "Too many hose reels and too
much help are found to be almost no help," the
department declared.

The department called the hose supply in
each ward insufficient, also asking for a horse for
each hose house. "A fireman who runs 6, 8, or 12
squares with a reel is unfit for quick work when
fire is reached." Within a week, a serious fire
broke out in H. Hume’s spoke and bentwood
factory near the Main Street crossing of the Bee
Line Railroad. That fire signaled problems with
city fire protection and changed the course of
some of the city’s services. Although the
department responded quickly, no water came out
of the hoses pointed at the fire.

The telegraph alarm

us say it was demonstrated
beyond a doubt that the
services of a chief is
wanted as every person at
the fire was boss and for
this reason considerable
damage...was through the
lack of proper
management."

City council

signal to the waterworks was
sounded immediately after the
fire alarm was received.
Henry Heineman occupied the
waterworks  building  and
operated the machinery. He
was "to be alert at all times for
the alarm of fire." Neither his
bedside alarm nor  the
telephone in the next room

responded by establishing
a Fire Department with an

Sidney Fire Department. Date unknown.

awakened Heineman. By the
time the waterworks trustees

overseeing chief engineer.

Each hose company could continue to choose their
membership and elect officers, but they would be
under the chief engineer’s control during
emergencies.  Although his title was chief
engineer, Michael Smith was really Sidney’s first
fire chief.

Sidney’s population continued to grow as
did its manufacturing base, increasing the risk of
fire. Part of this growth was due to the canal
feeder and the ability it gave the city to ship
manufactured products all over the country.

The Fire Department in 1884, attempting
to communicate with the public and to get city
council off the dime, published a list of "wants,"
noting that the hose house in the Third Ward
would soon be completed, giving them coverage
in all four wards. The department wanted 1,000
feet of hose in each ward. Firemen also felt that
when an alarm sounded in the ward that only that
company should respond and attempt to control

arrived to wake him up so that
he could produce more water pressure and direct
water to the area needed, fire had consumed
Hume’s factory. Investigation revealed that the
alarm gong did not work, with blame devolving

on the waterworks management, not the
slumbering Henry Heineman.

The Fire Department’s "wish list"
prompted council to consider a "paid" fire

department, with a special committee studying
Troy’s system. Troy had two engines, a reel for
each, three horses, and five regular firemen. Total
salaries were $235 per month, with three "call"
men paid $3 per year and 40 cents an hour for
work at fires. Equipment was kept in one place
and still managed to get to fires in adequate time,
the committee reported.

But, the committee felt that Sidney could
change to a paid department at less expense than
the Troy operation. One engineer, one fireman,
two drivers, and three horses, kept in one central



point, would make up the regular force. Not
everyone agreed. Many liked having the hose reels
in their neighborhood. They were proud of the
volunteer firefighters. But, the volunteer force also
had costs. The four lots and hose houses
constructed on them would have cost $9,000.

Hard working, courageous volunteers were
not always efficient. "While the vollies usually
reach the fire in good time, in the excitement of the
scene, nervous fingers and generally rattled
condition loses the building," noted the Shelby
County Democrat. "If anyone ever felt that more
might have been done, consider the fact that doing
a great deal for nothing and not even winning a
card of thanks for it, is poor pay. Prompt pay
makes prompt work. If the latter is really needed
in the Sidney Fire Department it can be had a fair
price."

John Edgar was appointed to the chief’s
position for $200 a year, giving bond of $1,000 for
faithful performance. Also appointed were an
assistant chief, an engineer, and a driver. The
driver was Henry Yost who met a tragic death
years later while serving as chief. First year
payroll was $2,500.

Department headquarters were in the
Monumental Building’s west end, with the stable
for the horses in the room formerly occupied by the
Tawawa Hose Co. Stalls faced the hose reel and
engine. The stable doors opened by touching a wire
to throw open the door bolt.

Big, strong horses of proper temperament
were needed. A French Norman horse, a fine gray
weighing 1,341 pounds, was purchased from J.E.
Huffman of Green Township for $200. Frank
Marrs of Perry Township furnished another gray
for the same price. A bay for $190 came from
Turtle Creek Township farmer John Scott. Well-
known to the public and quite popular, the grays,
Frank and Snyder, teamed to pull the steam engine
while Charles the bay occupied the hose reel
harness.

Alarmed by criticism of the alarm system,
city council in 1886 authorized a Gamewell fire
and police alarm system, also used in New York
and Cincinnati. A box placed in the Fire
Department registered the alarm from the street
box and would sound the number of the street box
three times. Each box had a key. After the key
was inserted and the alarm sounded, it became .

fastened, impossible to remove until the chief
released it with another key. The system cost
$1,300, including poles and 4 miles of copper wire

The department’s most disastrous fire until
then started on Jan. 26, 1888, in the Anderson,
Frazier & Co. wheel works. The company, with
orders for 20,000 sets of wheels and a workforce
of 86 people, sustained $25,000 damage despite
the department’s gallant effort with the steam
engine operating from the canal and pumping
three hose lines on the fire.

Sidney’s famous school desk factory, the
Smith and Kaser houses, and Kaser and Blake
stables were damaged by an even bigger fire two
years later, with factory damage amounting to
$80,000. Two firemen suffered burns.

Chiefs, nominated and approved by city
council, changed frequently in that partisan
position. Chief H.C. Jones, holding the title in
1898, procured a phaeton or four-wheel carriage
dubbed "Chief’s Buggy," allowing quick,
prestigious fire responses.

By 1903, Sidney realized the need for a
full-time paid department. Effectively eliminating
the minutemen organized from each ward, the city
established six positions: chief, hook and ladder
driver, hose wagon driver, hose man, ladder man,
and minuteman. George Rickert became the hose
man and Henry Yost was elevated to the chief’s
position. The two were on their way to tragedy.

Tragedy struck on May 12, 1906, after a
call was received from Box 45. The department
responded to a roof fire at the Johns residence on
Wilkinson.  Chimney sparks had ignited the
shingles. Chief Yost was first to climb the ladder,
followed by fireman George Rickert with a hose.
Yost called to fireman George Hume to bring a
hook ladder so that they climb up further. The
ladder was handed up and just as Chief Yost
stepped onto the roof, the extension ladder that
Rickert was standing on broke about 5 feet from
the bottom. Yost and Rickert fell about 30 feet.

Rickert eventually recovered from serious
injuries, but Yost had suffered grave internal
damage. Loaded on a cot, placed on the back of
Bingham’s Furniture wagon, and taken to his
house, Yost died that afternoon, a hero to the
gallant men who have proudly served the Sidney
Fire Department.



SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
FEB-1941-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (24t)-Commemorating the birthday of George
Washington, as is their annual custom, the members of the
Lewis Boyer chapter, Daughters of American Revolution,
arranged a charming tea for Saturday afternoon,
entertaining in the attractive home of the chapter’s first
regent, Mrs. George N. Whipp, in Bon Air. Eighty guests
were welcomed by Mrs. Whipp and the hostess committee
of Mrs. Harold Sharp, chairman; Mrs. A. W. Davis of
Jackson Center; Mrs. F. D. Christian, Mrs. William T.
Amos Sr., Mrs. Milton Bennett. This patriotic party has an
important place on the chaptet’s calendar and its program
proclaimed the grand heritage which is each American’s
because of the courage and foresight of Washington, first
president of the United States; other early statesmen, and
those who followed them into the leadership of the
country’s march onward through the years to become the
land it is today-the land of the fee people. The thought
“cherish the memory of Washington, Lincoln, and the
many other names on American’s history page who
brought it out of darkness”. In opening she spoke
especially of the three outstanding Americans who
birthdays are in February, Washington, Roosevelt, Lincoln
and Edison.

SIDNEY (27%)-A 16 year old vague dreams of someday
“running off” to sunny Florida was the single flimsy clue
police officials and the frantic family of Gladys Matie
Watters, junior of Sidney high school, had today to the
disappearance of the girl who has been missing since
Thursday February 201, Mr. & Mrs. George Watters, her
parents, notified Sidney police on Saturday, and officials of
many cities over the state have been enlisted in the search
to locate her. Thursday morning she had dressed as usual,
and started for school, the last time she was seen by her
parents, She did not walk to school with her brother,
George Watters Jr., a student in the 8 grade at junior high
school, but this was not unusual her mother said. She was
wearing a dark green dress and a black coat trimmed in
Persian lamb. She is five feet, five inches tall, with brown
hair, blue eyes and a small scar below her right eye.

SIDNEY (26t%)-Harry Faulkner, of South Ohio avenue, is
receiving congratulations on the arrival of two grandsons
last Saturday, March 22, the baby boys arriving to his two
sons and daughters-in-law, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Faulkner,
of Port Huron, Mich., and to Mr. & Mrs. Walter Faulkner,
of Richmond, Virginia. The babies arrived three hours
apart, and the son to Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Faulkner has
been named Thomas Patrick. The son of Mr. & Mrs.
Walter Faulkner has not yet been named.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
FEB-1916-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

SIDNEY (4t%) The heavy rains of the last few days caused
the Miami river to rise very rapidly since Sunday morning.
The gauge at North street river bridge was closely watched
since Sunday evening. About midnight the water had
reached the eight foot mark and kept rising rapidly. The
rise continued until about noon Monday when the ten foot
and five inches was reached, where it stood for a couple of
hours. During the afternoon the water began to fall slowly
and it is believed that the worst is over. The water did not
quite reach the high mark made on New Year’s night.
Many telephone messages were received during the day
from Piqua, Troy and Dayton as to the condition of the
river, and those cities were kept informed all day as to
conditions as considerable alarm was felt. It was reported
Monday afternoon that the water in the Mosquito Creek,
which empties into the river some distance above the Big
Four bridge, was falling...Dr. T. J. Emley, Osteopath, Suite
23 and 24, new Oldham building, third floor.

SIDNEY-A Valentine party was enjoyed by the little
members of the Pansy class of the M. E. church
Wednesday evening at the pretty home of their teacher,
Miss Clara Warner on N. Main avenue. The house was
beautifully decorated in keeping with the affair. The little
guests greatly enjoyed a Valentine box. A short program
was given. The hostess served a lunch. The guests of the
class were: Elizabeth Bush, Inez Esherington, Edward
Flinn, Howard Green, Dick Pfefferle and Louis Warner.

BUNKER FLAT-A very interesting meeting of the Beech
Farmers club was held at Bunker Flat school house
Tuesday evening, January 25. There was a good attendance
and many subjects pertaining to farming and farm life were
discussed. The next meeting will be held on the evening of
February 10 at the same place. Quite a lengthy program
has been prepared to which all are welcome to join in the
discussion. Come out and get acquainted with your next
door neighbor.

JACKSON CENTER-A meeting of the citizens of
Jackson Center was held at the town hall Tuesday evening
to consider the prospective canning factory for this place.
There was a good attendance and much enthusiasm was
shown by representative of the canning company was
present and explained the plan. The company wants the
farmer’s in the vicinity of Jackson Center to plant from 150
to 300 acres of tomatoes, 100 acres of cucumbers, 11
onion tree’s, and 100 acres of cabbage. Many have already
agreed to plant so many acres and there is yet about 100
acres to be secured to insure the plant coming to Jackson
Center.
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




