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Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

February 2019 Edition 

 The Shelby County Historical Society’s board of directors made a 

decision late in 2018 to start preparation of the Shelby County Annex for 

the future.  A & E Construction was hired to inspect the roof and repair it, 

to replace and paint the damaged ceiling tiles, power wash and prime the 

outside of the building, replace the roof overhang, repair light fixtures and 

replace blubs, and service the HVAC, which included cleaning burners and 

replacing filters. 

 A & E Construction only had a few days before the weather turned 

cold and wet, so some of the work has to wait until after the first of the 

year, but the building was properly sealed before the large snow began.  

 Jim Hall, Chairman of the Building Maintenance Committee, 

reported on progress during the Shelby County Historical Society 

membership meeting help on Tuesday, January 15, 2019. All the repairs 

that we asked A & E Construction to make have been completed.  It sure 

makes a difference to have all the lights working and the building heat is 

set at 70 degrees.  It is now warm enough that a person can take a coat off 

while working in the building. 

 Hall is working with the SCHS Board to develop a plan for the next 

stage of repairs that will need to be made before the building can be open 

to the public.  This will include installing handicap accessible restrooms, 

replacing the glass at the front of the building, replacing the flooring, 

updating the electrical system, completing the façade repairs, installing 

light fixtures in the basement, and installing a fire and security alarm 

system. 

 The final stage of repairs will include a state of the art humidity 

controlled storage area for textiles which includes military uniforms, 

antique clothing, quilts, undergarments and artifacts that have unique 

storage requirements, along with  installing a freight lift to make moving 

heavier artifacts easier. 

Update on the Annex 
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Volunteers 

December Volunteer Info: 

47 Volunteers 

410 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

December: 
Jane Jones 

Elaine Fitchpatrick 
 

Congratulations!   

Thank you to all our volunteers!  

We depend on you! In December, 1709 

people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Sidney 21st - Forever Stamps 

Sidney - Lawrence Welk on PBS 
 

Who found the clues: 
Phil Abbott, John and Edna Laws, Ellen Frytag,  

Paul Workman, Richard and Susie Martin,  

John and Sue Enders, Doug Benson, Janet Born, 

Phyllis Piper, Judy Harp, Carolyn Haney,  

Julia Young, Carole Leffler, and Roger Lentz 
 

 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

Shelby County Historical Society Records 

Presented by Tilda Philpot 

February 12, 2019 7:00 p.m. 
Tilda Philpot, SCHS Director, will discuss how the Shelby 

County Historical Society staff partners with the Shelby County 

Genealogical Society by sharing genealogical information with 

the visitors of the Ross Historical Center. Visitors are invited to 

visit the Barbara Adams room while the society's staff helps 

them use the research materials such as Ancestry.com, local 

newspapers on microfilm, and the many books written by the 

Shelby County Genealogical Society members, along with 

Shelby County history books to find information on their 

ancestors who once lived in Shelby County. 
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Henry Howe 
Shelby County’s First Historian 

By Terry Lee 
This is a reprinted article from July 2010 

 In Rich Wallace’s Voices of the Past 

Volume II: History of Shelby County, a sketch is 

used from Henry Howe’s 1848 publication.  Jim 

Sayre’s Farm Tales of Agriculture in Shelby 

County quotes from Howe’s works four times.  In 

A.B.C. Hitchcock’s 1913 book History of Shelby 

County, the quote of “Howe, in his early history 

says…” is used on several occasions.  Sutton’s 

1883 History of Shelby County, as well as 

numerous articles written about Shelby County 

quote from Henry Howe’s publications.  Therefore, 

this leads to the following question:  Who is Henry 

Howe?  What was Howe’s 

background?  How did Howe’s 

book come about? 

 Hezekiah Howe, the 

father of Henry, was an early 

1800s bookseller and publisher in 

New Haven, Connecticut.  The 

bookstore was near Yale College.  

Henry’s mother was Sarah, the 

daughter of Ebenezer 

Townshend, a shop owner and 

merchant.  Howe was the 

youngest of seven children and 

attended the schools of New 

Haven.  During vacations, he assisted in his father’s 

bookstore. 

 Howe always referred with great pride to 

the fact that his earliest occupation in life, when 

eleven years old, had been to carry the proofs of the 

first edition (1828) of Webster’s dictionary from his 

father’s office to the doctor’s home, three blocks 

away.  The first edition of 2,500 copies, printed and 

bound, bore the imprint of Hezekiah Howe on the 

title page. 

 Howe left his father’s printing office at 18 

and worked for a surveying company and later for a 

“banking house.”  But his thoughts were constantly 

recurring to what Howe calls his “life directing 

incident” of 1838.  “Although born in an 

atmosphere of books,” a book entitled Historical 

Collections of Connecticut was brought to his 

particular attention.  This book motivated him to do 

a similar book on Ohio, “the bright young state.”  

The book would include points of historic interest,  

birth places, monuments, churches, businesses, and 

details of population of various communities.

 Following the footsteps of the founders of 

Ohio, Howe commenced his tour of the state from 

the point where they first landed.  He intended to 

walk over the state and started in Marietta in 

January 1846.  Howe walked more than one 

hundred miles, but at Delaware, bought a horse 

(pomp) and rode over most of the state.  Many 

roads were muddy, making travel difficult and 

laborious.  Note that Sidney’s first street was not 

paved until over 50 years after Howe started his 

journey.  Although he did 

not speak directly about 

Sidney, he remarked on his 

first tour that hotels, called 

“taverns” were mostly crude 

log cabins, often infested 

with vermin.  Consequently, 

he frequently slept on the 

floor, rolled up in his 

blanket.  It is reported that 

Howe sketched the original 

Shelby County courthouse 

while sitting on a chair in the 

middle of the street.  

Roseboom’s 1953 History of Ohio stated Howe’s 

methods were uniquely his own. 

 Howe’s Collections of Ohio was published 

in 1848 and more than 18,000 copies were sold.  

The book was a financial success.  This book today 

sells for around $150 and is not too difficult to find.  

Howe made a second trip to Shelby County in 1887 

at over 70 years old.  With local photographers, he 

had photos taken of the old places he had first 

sketched with pencil.  The second edition of his 

book was printed in 1889. 

 While visiting the Candy Kitchen in 

Columbus for lunch, Howe leaned forward with his 

head in his hands and in that position was stricken 

with paralysis, never to really move or speak again.  

After being transported home, he died eleven hours 

later.  His internment was in Green Lawn 

Cemetery, located in South Columbus.  Howe’s 

tombstone reads: “Henry Howe, Ohio Historian.  

Born October 11, 1816, died October 14, 1893.  
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Cottage Industry in Dingmansburg 
From the book Passages 

By: Dr. Albert Binkley Dickas  

One Auction Among Many 

 As these events go, this particular auction 

was not especially notable.  The estate had been 

appraised as having a value of $153.90, which 

turned out to be a conservative figure.  When all 

was said and done, the sale of 74 individual lots of 

household items totaled $218.27.  Still, if one were 

to subtract the $162.00 that William Shank paid 

for “2 coverlet looms and gearing and 1 common 

loom,” it becomes apparent that these funds were 

pitiful proceeds for a lifetime of labor by the 

deceased weaver, George Granold. 

 Very little is known of the life of this 

individual, but his demise must have been sudden 

and unexpected, for exactly 40 days before, on 

September 19, 1853, he had purchased Lot 5 in the 

community of Dingmansburg from Henry 

Schanck, for the princely sum of $400, one-half of 

which was obtained through a loan from Joseph 

Cummings.  Apparently George had only recently 

arrived in Shelby County, for resident records of 

1850 and 1851 do not list this family name.   

 My interest in this individual lies in my 

possession of a well-worn bedspread into which 

was woven “Coverlet J. George Granold Weaver 

Sidney Shelby Co. Ohio 1853.”  For years, I have 

wondered about this “J. George” and the who, the 

what, and the where of him. 

 Based on these auction details, I knew that 

the loom that supposedly was employed to make 

my coverlet exchanged ownership on October 29, 

1853, the date of the auction.  Such trivia breathes 

life into the annals of history - and I was more 

knowledgeable regarding the man, his tools and 

his product.  

  Since the auction proceeds were 

insufficient to pay estate debts totaling some $558, 

it became necessary to liquidate the recently 

purchased Lot 5.  In preparation for this act, the 

estate attorney ran a newspaper ad seeking any and 

all members of the Granold family and as a result 

discovered one “John George Granold,” of Darke 

County, residing exactly “15 miles northeast of the 

courthouse”--according to the expense records of  

Darke County Sheriff Thomas Van Tilburg-- 

probably on the 40-acre Wayne Township 

farmstead operated by “S.M. Granold.”

 Approval being duly received from the 

family, Lot 5 was appraised at $300 in February 

1854, and sold soon after for $201.  One can easily 

imagine Henry Schanck heartily congratulating 

himself on the sale of the same property for double 

the auction price just six months prior.  Since the 

sale price still failed to cover the total 

indebtedness, the estate was declared insolvent in 

May 1858 and the estate records were closed.  

Interesting, yes, but for me the bright beam of 

knowledge dimmed, for now there were two 

possible weavers of my coverlet, both of whom 

used the name “George.” 

 

Which Granold? 

 Was the deceased “George,” or the living 

“John George” of Darke County, the maker of my 

coverlet?  Because the facts of association are 

unknown, a degree of conjecture is necessary, by 

means of which the following scenario is 

presented. 

 Perhaps George and John George - 

possibly brothers - moved into Shelby County 

after 1851 and were living together following 

George’s purchase of Lot 5 in Dingmansburg in 

September of 1853.  Both were practicing the 

weaving trade (remember, two coverlets and one 

common loom were sold by auction).  Following 

the untimely death of George and the pending sale 

of Lot 5, John George moved to the farmstead of 

relatives in Darke County. 

 By evidence of the woven name, this John 

George, late of Darke County, is therefore the 

weaver of my “J. George Granold” coverlet.  It is 

perhaps the final one he made considering the 

woven date of 1853 is the same year as the sale of 

both main looms.  Thus, with the death of one 

Granold and the departure from Shelby County of 

the remaining Granold, it would appear that the 

fledging hand-made coverlet industry in 

Dingmansburg had become a fait accompli.  
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Agape Distribution is currently occupying the location where Enders Weaving once stood. 

Another Weaver Comes to Town 

 The same month that George Granold died 

-- the exact date of this death is unknown, but is 

believed to have occurred between October 4 and 

October 10, 1853 -- one Henry Enders arrived in  

Shelby County.  Born in Lengsfeld, Thuringia, 

Germany, January 12, 1828, he was one of eight 

children -- four daughters and four sons -- of 

Christoph and Elizabeth Klotzbach Enders.  All 

four brothers were taught the family trade, and 

thus became the fourth Enders generation to make 

their living by cloth weaving.  The family practice 

dated back to Conrad Enders, born 1739. 

 Immigrating to the United States in his 

early twenties, Henry became a naturalized citizen 

in 1852 and shortly thereafter married Emma 

Cleckner, a widow 13 years his senior, in 

Allentown, Pennsylvania.  Within a year, after a 

brief visit in Springfield, Ohio, the newlyweds 

moved to Shelby County and settled in 

Dingmansburg in October 1853.  Whether or not 

he was present during the Granold auction that 

same month is not known, but if so it is entirely 

possible that he may have purchased at least one of 

the Granold looms from the new owner, William 

Shank. 

 Henry did pursue his trade in 

Dingmansburg, and three years later his brother, 

Christian, joined him.  Together they conducted a 

successful weaving business that grew in 

reputation and function until 1864, when Christian, 

following military service with the First Ohio 

Light Artillery and contemplating marriage, left 

the partnership and began a wagon-making 

apprenticeship in the North Ohio Avenue shop of 

Jacob Piper, who later became his brother-in-law.   

Reputation as a Weaver Spread 

 The reputation of Henry Enders as a 

weaver of unusually fine fabrics and patterns was 

eventually established regionally and following his 

death merited the following inclusion in the 

History of Shelby County, Ohio (A.B.C. 

Hitchcock, 1913, page 457): 

In Dingmansburg, at the first corner 

across the Court Street bridge, H. 

Enders long maintained an 

establishment where he wove 

coverlets from the native wool, many 

of these decided beauty of color and 

design.  Mr. Enders was an expert in 

dyeing, and his workmanship is still to 

be seen in many Sidney homes, 

sometimes carefully packed away 

from moths in cedar chests, and 

sometimes boldly defying moth and 

time while doing duty as portieres. 

 

 Success, however earned and proven, 

cannot escape the vicissitudes of time, and with 

the passing years the popularity of hand-loomed 

coverlets declined, forcing Henry to take up the 

potter’s wheel.  Moving immediately to the south 

of his weaving shop on Brooklyn Avenue, Henry 

began in 1876, in addition to the occasional 

coverlet, to make crocks, pitchers, jugs and other 

items of stoneware employed by housewives of 

Shelby County to keep cheeses and milk fresh and 

cool. 

 By 1882, in failing health, he decided to 

retire.  Emma died November 13, 1887, and 

suffering with continuing poor health, insomnia 

and melancholy, Henry passed away April 9, 1902, 
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Enders Coverlets Remain in County 

 These are the facts, meager as they may be, of a cottage industry of weaving which 

transpired in Dingmansburg from around 1851 to sometime after 1876, more than a quarter of a 

century.  In addition to the fine product of the Granold loom that I own, two beautifully 

preserved coverlets handmade by Henry Enders, one dated 1856 and the other 1858, remain in 

possession of the Adams family of Perry Township, Shelby County. 

This Enders coverlet is owned by the Shelby County Historical Society.   

The Enders wove their name into each coverlet along with the date. 

This one is marked “H.E. Enders, Coverlet Weaver - Sidney, Ohio. 1872.” 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
FEB-1949-70 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (8th)-Uhlman’s to remain-A lease on the 
Thedieck building, north side of square, has been signed by 
Uhlman’s department store with Montgomery Wards, 
holders of a long term lease on the building.  It was 
originally planned to have the local Ward store move into 
this building after extensive remodeling but these plans 
have been shelved.  Uhlman’s has secured a lease and 
announce a complete program of modernization and 
expansion. 
 

BIRTHS:  Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Clark of route one 
Maplewood are the parents of a son, the baby arriving this 
morning, February 8, in Wilson Memorial hospital at 6:26 
a.m...It’s a girl for Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vogelsang, of Fort 
Loramie born at Piqua Memorial hospital at 7:23 a.m. 
Sunday...Mr. and Mrs. Chester Morrow of Hilltop, 
Kentucky, are the parents of a son, Boyce Dean arriving 
this morning at 7:11 a.m...Diana Susan Gump was born 
January 26 with two teeth.  Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Russell Gump (Neva Welbaum) of Bronson, Mich., 
formerly of Sidney and she has a little brother, Russell Jr.  
She weighed six pounds, 12 ounces. 
 

LOCKINGTON (19th)-Vert Agenbroad hasn’t built a 
better mousetrap...but people from every section of the 
Miami valley are beating a path to his doorstep in the quiet, 
historic village of Lockington.  Not that Vert couldn’t build 
a mousetrap!  He’s a cook, musician, electrician, gossamer, 
plumber, carpenter, machinist, teacher, woodworker, radio 
technician, coil collector, a good husband, father, son and 
sentimentalist. It’s this sentimentality that has paid off for 
the human dynamo-self termed a Jack of all trades and 
master of none.  “Si” Agenbroad, who is in his mid-forties 
but looks 10 years younger, restored the century old 
Lockington schoolhouse for sentimental reasons, idly 
opened it as a restaurant, preserving everything including 
the black boards.  Now it’s one of the most popular eating 
places in this section of the state. 
 

SIDNEY (24th)-This being National Sew and Save week, it 
brought an interesting relic into Sidney.  A sewing machine, 
born just about 70 years ago, has been in use since the time 
of its christening up until now.  It is a number 1 model, 
fiddle base Singer machine running in excellent condition.  
The top is solid walnut and the stand contains enough iron 
to build two modern sewing machines.  The machine came 
out on the market in 1879-the first practical Singer machine 
was made in 1850-99 years ago.  However the patent 
number of this machine is dated 1860.  On Saturday 
afternoon at the Singer Sewing center the machine will be 
on display.  

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT 
FEB-1919-100 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

HILLTOP (7th)-There will be a Valentine social and 
Community sing at the Staley school house Friday night, 
February 14th.  Refreshments served.  Everybody welcome. 
 

FRIEDENS GEMEINDE-August Kuck attended Dr. 
Smith’s sale at New Bremen Tuesday.  He said the cattle 
sold at a very high price.  The sale consisted of 43 cattle 
selling at $10014.90, averaging $232.00 each.  Dr. Smith 
hired a special auctioneer from Columbus.  The attendance 
was so great that the grand stand gave way but luckily no 
one was injured. 
 

SHELBY COUNTY-E. P. Ailes received a letter this 
week from his son, Robert Ailes, now in France in which 
he told of meeting his brother Clem in that country.  Clem 
enlisted in the service and Robert was sent by the draft 
board from Shelby county.  Each knew the other was 
somewhere in France and it was a happy reunion when 
they met. 
 

PORT JEFFERSON-Henry Duckworth, of near Port 
Jefferson, reported to the police Tuesday evening that his 
automobile had been stolen.  He had driven to the city 
early in the evening leaving his car stand near the Henizer 
garage.  When he went to get the machine was gone.  After 
an investigation it was learned that the car was not stolen 
but that Cherry Cheer Clark in driving all the machines in 
the garage for the night included Duckworth’s machine 
among the numbers. 
 

SIDNEY-About thirty couple enjoyed the Phi Delta 
Kappa dance at Red Men’s hall last evening.  The hall was 
gay in red and black.  Punch was served throughout the 
evening.  The Universal Orchestra rendered their best 
dance tunes.  A five pound box of candy offered by M. L. 
Ruwin, of Chicago, as a waltz prize was won by Miss Ruth 
Kiser, of Sidney and Mr. Delbert Tousseaux.  Dick 
Brandewie, John Dunlap, Miss Ruth Kiser, Farrel Kaplan, 
Marie Stepp and Helen Crusey, of Sidney attended the 
dance. 
 

SIDNEY (14th)-Tawawa Tribe No. 67 Improved Order of 
Redmen adopted six pale-faces into the tripe last night.  
The degree was put on with splendid success.  Next 
Wednesday night the Warrior’s Degree will be exemplified 
and there will be a pow-wow to practice the new blood 
curdling war cry on next Tuesday night at 7PM sharp. 
 

WELCOME HOME-At the instigation of Cherry Cheer 
Clark, the business men and clerks of west Poplar street 
has erected a large banner across the street at the corner of 
West avenue and Poplar street.  Upon the banner are the 
words “welcome Home, our Soldiers and Sailors.” 
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