
 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

  Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educateour community to preserve and  
promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members 

Jay and Carol Meyers, Sidney, OH 

 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

February 2020 Edition 

Dear Members: 

 It seems just yesterday that the Ross Historical Center opened its doors 

to the public on Wednesday, January 19, 2000.  Though the ground was 

covered with snow, the Ross Historical Center was filled with a glow of 

excitement. The program included proclamations given by Representative Jim 

Jordan, Senator Jim Buchy, County Commissioner Larry Kleinhans and 

Mayor Frank Mariano. The ribbon cutting ceremony included a student from 

each school system in Shelby County highlighting the dedication the Shelby 

County Historical Society had to preserving, educating, and promoting Shelby 

County’s rich heritage.  For the first several months, the door hardly opened, 

and the phone seldom rang. 

 That is no longer true. The Ross Historical Center opens its doors to 

thousands of visitors of all ages throughout the year.  The Ross Historical 

Center will celebrate its 20th Anniversary during the same year that Sidney 

celebrates its Bicentennial.  The Shelby County Board of Directors has 

selected the theme for this year as “2020: Refocusing Our Vision.”  As 

always, we have a very busy schedule, which includes hosting the Traveling 

Vietnam Wall and Field of Crosses in May and the Third Civil War Living 

History weekend in September. The rest of the year is full of activities opened 

to the public including the Graceland Cemetery Tour, Downtown Ghost Tour, 

A Walk Around the Clock: Historical Tour of Downtown Sidney, A Living 

History of Women Fighting for the Right To Vote, and our trademark event 

Christmas of Yesteryear.  

 Our “Just for Kids” programs focus on the students of Shelby County 

and this year will include Pioneer Day; Civil War Educational Day; and 

Manufacturing Day to will be held at Fairlawn Elementary School; Coming to 

America; and Col. David Taylor speaking at the Vietnam Wall. 

 In between all these events we will be “Refocusing” our efforts on 

how to preserve Shelby County history for the future.  We are looking to 

partner with conservators in Cleveland to clean and conserve some of the art 

work that has been entrusted to the Society’s care along with working on 

creating a state of the art storage area for cloth artifacts in the SCHS 

collection. 

 If we are going to successfully complete all these events, we need your 

help as a volunteer.  Please contact the Ross Center at 937-498-1653 if you are 

willing to install or take down the Field of Crosses and/or the Traveling 

Vietnam Wall.  If you are willing to be a security guard at the Civil War 

Living History weekend or at the Traveling Vietnam Wall.   Could you assist 

in parking cars, driving golf carts for the disabled, or participating in a 

children’s program?  As you can see the work load is heavy, and many hands 

will help lighten the load.  Please consider volunteering your time and talents! 

 Thank you all for the last twenty years, and here is a toast to the next 

20 years! 

   Sincerely,   

   Tilda Phlipot  
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Volunteers 

December Volunteer Info: 

  69 Volunteers 

623 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

December: 
Elaine Fitchpatrick 

Mark Schlagetter 
 

Congratulations!   

Thank you to all our volunteers!  

We depend on you! In December, 1426 

people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Sidney 11th: Fit Bit 

Sidney: C. Heston - Chariot 

 

Who found the clues: 
 

Phil Abbott, Carolyn Haney, and Carol  Leffler 

 

 

 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

Mr. Gaffney will focus on Sidney’s brewing 

history. He will have two books available 

to purchase, Dayton Beer: A History of 

Brewing in the Miami Valley and The Dayton 

Flight Factory: The Wright Brothers and the 

Birth of Aviation for $20 each.  

Date: February 11, 2020 @ 7:00 PM 

Location: Ross Historical Center 

      201 N. Main Ave. 

      Sidney, OH 45365 
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 In the tradition of the Olympic torch, the Bicentennial committee decided to 

relay the Shelby County Flag to each community during the year.  The flag was run 

during each of the  community’s local festivals or events.  The communities were 

tasked to make each run their own.   

Hardin  

Shelby County, Ohio 

Bicentennial Flag Run 

Steve Knouff and Cassidy 

Mayse passing off to Doug 

Allinger and Kathy Pinson 

Doug Allinger and Kathy 

Pinson passing off to 

Richard and Linda Boyer 

Richard and Linda 

Boyer passing off to 

Joseph Renner 

Joseph Renner passing 

off to Robert Wise 

Robert Wise passing 

off to Roy Morelock 
Roy Morelock 

passing off to 

Bruce Michael 

Bruce Michael 

passing off 

 to Tyler Rauth 

Tyler Rauth passing off 

to Sheriff John Lenhart 

Sheriff Lenhart 

placing the flag on the 

Bicentennial 

Traveling Museum 
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Jackson Center 
May 31, 2019 

Jackson Center took to the skies to honor  

the Korn brothers for their flag run. 

Michael Canary skydived with  

a 10’ x 15’ Shelby County Flag in tow.  

This flag traveled with the Bicentennial 

Traveling museum and was hung on the 

outside of county buildings. 

Botkins 
June 7, 2019 

The Botkins High School track team relayed the flag 

over 9 miles.  Some team members ran the full length.  

Anna 
June 14, 2019 

The  County flag was driven in 

an antique Model-T by Gary 

Bertsch and Sandy Pence.  

Accompanying the flag were 

Bruce Ailes and Jim Nolte. 

Kettlersville 
July 20, 2019 

Chuck Axe and other volunteer firefighters from 

Van Buren Township ride an antique fire truck 

and pass the flag to Mayor Eric Kaminsky.  
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McCartyville/

Rumley 
August 9, 2019 

Ralph Bornhorst, a 

WWII veteran rode in a 

Van Buren Township 

fire truck to deliver the 

flag to the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus Parish Picnic in 

McCartyville. 

Russia 
August 31, 2019 

 The flag started in McCartyville and 

traveled to Russia, for its Homecoming 

celebration. 

 Runners were Craig Fiessinger-Founder of 

Russia’s online news source Fish Report, Amber 

Cordonnier-Russia Local School Athletic 

Director, Tommy Phlipot-Village of Russia Fire 

Chief, Emily Borchers-Russia State Champion and 

University of Dayton 5k record holder, Katie 

Barga-Russia state champion and Ohio State All-

American runner, Terry Daugherty-Village 

Mayor, and Charles Grogean-age 94, oldest WWII 

Vet in Russia. 

Fort Loramie 
September 21, 2019 

The flag was paraded  

in on a horse-drawn wagon.  

Pictured is Fort Loramie 

Mayor Randy Ahlers and 

Lynn Gushing who placed 

the flag at Fort Loramie’s 

Heritage Days. 
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Ala Mysteries 
at the Museum, 
a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey 

Minton’s Asthma Cure 
 

 Nestled within our display case of various products manufactured in 

Sidney, Ohio is a wooden box placed among other containers that once held 

medicinal properties. Underneath the glass surface, one can view a rather large, 16 

oz. glass bottle with a near fully intact paper label that reads “Minton’s Asthma 

and Hay Fever Cure!” The description on this bottle states that the liquid:  

 “Is a positive cure for ASTHMA, HAY FEVER, CATARRH and all 

BRONCHIAL Trouble. A scientific combination of remedies producing a 

specific in all diseases arising from impure blood and weak nerves. This 

compound is a powerful tonic invigorator and blood purifier. Contains no 

opiates or poisons and is perfectly harmless.”  

 David L. Minton, a proprietor of medicine, was the inventor of this 

remedy. Minton was born in 1858 and married Mary Ziegler on Dec. 29, 1892. He 

is listed in directories from 1902 through the 1930’s as being a purveyor of 

medicine here in Sidney. The real mystery behind this specific bottle, however, is 

when it may have been produced due to the lack of records surrounding Minton’s 

medicinal business. We were able to confirm that Minton’s Asthma Cure was 

definitely being produced from 1931 to 1942, although in 1942, it was 

manufactured by the Sarco Remedy Co. in Sidney. This bottle appears to be from 

much earlier, however. Whatever year this bottle was produced, it could have been 

yours for only $2.00! 

The Food and Drug Act of 1906 
 

 Before the Food and Drug Act of 1906, thousands of questionable remedies for almost any disease you 

could think of were being sold on the market. The majority of these products were not required to place the 

ingredients on the label, and often their properties were only known to pharmacists and physicians with any other 

information coming from experience upon use. The installation of the Food and Drug Act of 1906 primarily came 

about as a result of public outcry over the unsanitary conditions of many of the country’s manufacturing plants, 

especially after the release of The Jungle (by Upton Sinclair) which gave great insight. As a result, Congress passed 

legislation to prevent “the manufacture, sale, or transportation of adulterated or misbranded or poisonous or 

deleterious foods, drugs or medicines, and liquors.” In 1912, the Sherley Amendment forebode the “false and 

fraudulent” labeling of a product, making it illegal to have false therapeutic claims as well as forbidding the 

presence of certain dangerous ingredients such as morphine, heroin, and cocaine.  

 According to a report by Secretary of Agriculture Arthur M. Hyde, two dozen unopened bottles of Minton’s 

Asthma Cure that had been shipped by D. L. Minton from Sidney, Ohio to Indianapolis, Indiana, were seized by the 

United States government on July 7, 1931. The remedy was charged with “misbranding in violation of the food and 

drugs act as amended.” It was found in a sample of the remedy that it was composed of potassium iodide, plant 

extractives, and water with none of these ingredients known at that time to be capable of producing the effects 

labeled on the bottle. On October 10, 1931, after no one claimed the seized property, the bottles were all destroyed 

by a United States marshal.  

 Despite this occurrence, Minton’s Ashtma Cure continued to be produced until a similar situation occurred 

in 1942 while it was being produced by the Sarco Remedy Co. in Sidney. E. L. Bachman and V. E. Chambers were 

asked to cease and desist their representation of the product as a remedy or cure and to instead create a label that 

would give the user a better representation of the product, its directions, and proper cautionary measures. 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
FEB-1950-70 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (3rd)-Mr. & Mrs. George W. Linn, 333 Bon Air 
drive, entertained with a birthday dinner in honor of Mr. 
Linn’s daughter, Mrs. Hazel Linn Morgan, on Tuesday 
evening.  A television part was held later in the 
evening...Mrs. A. F. Moon will be hostess to the Rural 
Gardeners Tuesday afternoon, February 7, with Mrs. B. H. 
Campbell assistant.  Answer to roll call will be one 
particular plan the members wish to carry out to improve 
their home gardens this year.  Every member is urged to 
attend. 
 

SIDNEY-HBD-(8th)-There weren’t many doubters among 
the local sports clientele today as to who held class in the 
Shelby County Amateur basketball association.  The door 
of the league throne room was ajar and the imposing tire 
tread of Buck’s Taxi was plainly visible on the threshold 
following the front runners impressive 63-38 vault past 
Snavley Brothers in resumption of the tug of war at Sidney 
High school’s gym, Tuesday evening.  League Standing-
Buck’s Taxi (7 won-0 lost) American Legion (4-3) Spot (4-
3) Snavley Bros. (3-4) Botkins (3-4) K. of C. (0-7). 
 

SIDNEY (16th)-Sidney’s newest merchant, Seibert Kastan, 
is announcing the formal opening Friday and Saturday of 
his jewelry store at the corner of South Main avenue and 
East Poplar street.  A large variety of nationally advertised 
diamonds, watches, china and crystal and silverware will be 
on display in the enlarged and completely remodeled and 
redecorated store.  Kastan purchased the former Shaw 
jewelry store after being engaged in the jewelry business 16 
years at Ashland where he was associated with his mother 
and brother.  Wide selection of Orange Blossom and J. R. 
Woods art carved diamonds, Haviland and Vera Wang 
china,  Bulova, Gruen, Elgin, Hamilton, Longine and 
Omega watches.  His wife, Natina, and two children, Jay 
and Barbara Sue, will join him here after he locates a home. 
 

SIDNEY (25th)-The inhumane act of an unknown person 
who fed a dog spoiled sausage mixed with broken glass was 
reported today by a Sidney family who owns the canine.  
The dog, named Fritzie, ate a sizable amount of the deadly 
concoction and is in serious condition.  Owners of Fritzie 
are at a loss to explain why anyone would want to kill him, 
particularly since he is the special pet of a rheumatic fever 
victim.  The youngster is unable to play as other boys do 
and Fritize brightened his life immeasurably.  The incident 
was report to the police who revealed that a dog hater 
recently fed strychnine to a dog in another part of town.  
“How low can people stoop?” asked Fritzie’s owners? 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT 
FEB-1920-100 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY-The Literary Soiree members were the guests of 
Mrs. Ernest Young at her home on Tuesday. A Valentine 
contest and several February Aries birthdays were among 
the amusements and for it Mrs. John Troester won the 
pretty prize.  The guests were invited to dining room and a 
delicious two course lunch was served.  The club guests 
were Mrs. Ted Hueter of Lansing Mich., Mrs. Howard 
Hopkins and Mrs. Roger Butcher.   
 

SIDNEY-Sidney’s 100th Anniversary-What are the Sidney 
citizens going to do to celebrate the event of the birth year 
of this century old city.  Have we forgotten or did we know 
that just 100 years ago Charles Starrett, an enterprising 
farmer of this beautiful Miami valley began the selling of 
lots to make the beginning of Sidney.  In the year of 1819, 
Charles Starrett, laid out these lots on land that was worth 
$8.00 an acre.  Just think of our beautiful Court Square 
being worth only $8.00 an acre, but that was a century ago-
it’s worth more now; Sidney was a very small village of just 
a few square, but wide streets.  Mr. Starrett was foresighted 
in as much as making wide streets thus providing for the 
traffic of this modern day. A few of the landmarks standing 
as monuments to Starrett’s wise selection of this site for 
the county seat of Shelby county, are land where Sidney’s 
beautiful high school stands, which was given to Sidney for 
a cemetery, afterwards converted into a school ground.  
Starrett’s Park which at the time of Sidney’s birth was a 
half mile south of the village was also given to the public as 
a cemetery and a few years ago were made into a beautiful 
park where the Chautauqua now holds its annual sessions.  
One hundred years ago Sidney began as a small village and 
from the very beginning has enjoyed a steady and healthy 
growth.  Several times during the century the city has 
deemed it necessary to expand to grow larger in area in 
order to accommodate its increasing population.  In recent 
years, for reasons unknown to the writer, the city has not 
expanded its territory with the result that about 1/3 of 
Sidney’s citizenship outside the veil of Sidney.  One cannot 
understand why Sidney keeps herself so small in legal area 
as to the number inhabitants.  Should the city council act 
and the citizens instructed and approved the making of 
Sidney larger by extending her corporation boundaries 
taking in the whole of Sidney-and making this year the 
100th Anniversary, the most eventful year of Sidney’s 
growth.  Twelve thousand people claim Sidney as their 
home town and only eight thousands of these people live 
in Sidney proper.  Why not give the other four thousand 
people the right that they deserve in calling Sidney their 
city and give good old Sidney credit for what she really is.  
Let us get together and boost for a greater Sidney. 
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Sidney, OH  45365 

(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know 

your new address.   

The Post Office will not forward 

your newsletter to you. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot   

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, 

Eric Jones, David Potts, and Becki Wood    Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Doug Allinger 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Marty Dale 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Betty Richards  
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 
David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
George and Janice Snowden 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community 
Foundation of Shelby County was created for the long term support of 
our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan 
to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


