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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve and
promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
No new members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Moving Right Along
With Plans for the Annex

We are so excited to share the newest developments in the
Annex across the street (formerly the Lochard Building). Under the
leadership of this Board of Trustees, our director Tilda Phlipot, and
the steady guidance of our long-time president Julie Gilardi, we are
finally getting started on the renovations that will make this
building useful to the Shelby County Historical Society and to our
community as a whole. We have contracted with Ferguson
Construction for demolition of the interior that will begin in
February. Prior to that, of course, all of the accumulated displays
and stored items had to be removed from the first floor. We are so
fortunate that Nick Bensman of Bensar Corporation was willing to
“loan” us storage space for the very large items, such as a weaving
loom and our treasured Bimel buggy among other items.

The moving van arrived on Wednesday, g
January 13 to expedite the process. This is going
to be a very expensive project, and while we have [
the levy money, it does not begin to cover all that
we will need to spend on this building. However,
we feel that the location of this building in the | "
downtown historic area and DORA will permit |-
your Shelby County Historical Society to make a
huge contribution to the revitalization of our
beautiful and historic downtown. Please =
stay connected to us and contact us if you
are interested in helping with this giant S L
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project that will pay dividends for our > | eyt

mission and vision as well as for the future &= L e
of our community. Stay tuned for progress! [ &¥r [
3 g .




"Historic Barns

of Ohio"

Author and Artist to Visit Sidney

Robert F. Kroeger will be visiting Sidney in late April
to do a palette knife barn painting demonstration as well as
"Barns represent the heart of tell stories of historic barns throughout Ohio. Kroeger is an
America, and the old ones are avid artist and recent author of the book “Historic Barns of
bleeding. So many barns, so Ohio” which will be available for sale at this event. At the

little time." - RF Kroeger end of his program, the painting will be raffled off and he

will stay to sign copies of his book.

Raffle tickets will be available 1 for $5, or 3 for $10.

When: Saturday, April 24th, 2021
10AM - Noon - Start Painting
Noon - 1PM - Tell Barn Stories
1 - 2PM - Book Signing and Painting Raffle

Where: Sidney Senior Center - 304 S. West Ave.
“Historic Barns of Ohio” book price - $25

HISTORIC BARNS

OHIO

*Guidelines for events and social distancing will be upheld.*

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” om'
hidden clues for January: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 7th - Henry’s Hard Orange Soda December Volunteer Info:
Sidney 26th - Tuba Skinny is a YouTube 52 Volunteers
personality. 429 Hours
Who found the clues: Volunteer gift certificate winners for
December:
No one... Better luck next month! Craig Pence
Mark Schlagetter
~ Congratulations!
> The clue will be found ONLY in the Thank you to all our volunteers!
“Out of the Past” section. We depend on you! In December, 2,131 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Introducing 2021's Ip
Exhibit Theme...

Starting soon, volunteers ‘-. - '
at the Ross Historical Center ' . |

will begin to piece together our ‘ . F

exhibit for 2021: the Flourishing \ |
Fifties! We will focus on what life \eg
was like during the 1950’s, which ‘ l k

was a crucial turning point in . .‘
development not just in Sidney, but \ll_ll 3
across the United States. From the All \o-
Boy Band at the Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington D.C. to the
progression in development of Sidney’s schools, parks and
neighborhoods, Sidney and Shelby County made a lot of progress
during this era. This exhibit will highlight several events from the
1950°s as well as showcase the music, dances, games, and clothing
reminiscent of a time gone by.

As part of the exhibit, we would like

to create a wall displaying past and

current citizens of Sidney’s favorite
memories from the 1950’s!

Please either write us a
letter or send an email to
shelbyhistory3@embarqmail.com.
Thank you!




“This is Your Shelby County” excerpt from the

Ity

June 24, 1963 edition of the Sianey Daily News—

This article was copied from the Sidney Daily News in 1963.
Please keep in mind names of several locations listed as “today”
have changed over the years.

Among the rugged industries for which Sidney
became noted, it is something like turning the page of
a plain book to find a gay picture on the other side, as
one switches from machine tools and steel scrapers to
the manufacture of dainty confections to tempt the
palate.

Yet this is what happened near the turn of the
century, as Sidney became one of the leading
manufacturing centers in this section of the country in
the confectionary field.

In 1895, C. F. Hickok was

The production of the Hickok factory was not
confined to one variety or line of confections, but the
company carried on a general manufacturing business
covering everything in the confectionery category. The
signal success of the plant brought out the sincerest of
compliments, that of following its example and doing
likewise.

The Cherry Cheer company began its career in
the basement of the Wilson Carothers home on Walnut
avenue, when the two older sons, W. R. and J. C.,
began the manufacture in 1907 of the syrup that was
later to bear that name, although it was originally
known as Cherry-ola.

It was a syrup for soda

in the retail confectionery
business at the northwest corner
of the public square - a corner that
for nearly 70 years was to be
devoted to this type of operation.
It was about this time that he
began some experiments in the
confectionery field in a small
way.

Being satisfied with the
results he obtained, Mr. Hickok

Manufacturer of

High Grade Candies, and Originator of MAPLE CHEWS.

fountain use, employed not only
in soda water, but as “dopes” for
ice cream and sundaes, and also
for use in punches. The success
was immediate, and the name
“Cherry Cheer” was adopted as a
trade mark, to cover not only
other soda fountain syrups, but
the manufacture of various lines
of confectionery.

After one year the infant

leased the entire third floor and
half of the second floor of the building and installed
some special machinery to begin the manufacture of
fine confections.

The excellence of his product created an
immediate market and the business grew so rapidly
that by 1900 he found it necessary to erect a new
building on West Poplar street in order to supply the
demand.

Even this was not sufficient to meet the
growing market for the various confection made
available for the public and more floor space was
added with the erection of additional buildings at the
Poplar street and Franklin avenue intersection - a
location now occupied by one division of Sidney
Aluminum Products, Inc.

4

business was obliged to find
larger quarters, and the original building of the Sidney
Elevator Co., near the Given Tannery, was rented.

The same year saw the incorporation of the
business into a stock company, in which the father,
Wilson Carothers, and the two remaining brothers,
with a few preferred stockholders, became interested.

With the demand requiring still further
additional space, a new building was erected in the fall
of 1908 on Wilkinson avenue, with the manufacture of
the syrups being carried on there until September
1916. It was then the vacant Underwood Whip Co.
Buildings on West North street at Highland avenue
became available and were purchased. There new
equipment was installed for the wholesale
manufacture of fine chocolates.



The Venus
= | Chocolate Co. had
| lits inception as an
outgrowth of then
4 Olympia Candy
Kitchen, first
opened in 1910 on
the east side of the

PLANT OF CHERRY CHEER CO., SIDNEY, O,

public square. The
original factory building of the Venus company was
erected in 1913 on North Main avenue near the tracks
of the New York Central railroad. The building today
is occupied by the Shelby Hardware, Inc.

As was so true in the case of the other
confectionery manufacturers, the popularity of the
product soon created a demand beyond production
facilities with the result that more space became
necessary. The result was the company, in April 1918,
acquired the building directly across the street, from
the receiver of the Given and Son Tannery.

With new equipment of double the former
productive capacity, the business was transferred to
that site, where even further expansion was carried out
in the succeeding years. At its peak, the company had
an output of two tons of chocolate daily, with a market
extending over four states.

Still another firm in the field of candy
manufacturing, the name of which has carried down to
the present day, although the type of retail operation
has materially changed in recent years, was the Purity
Candy Kitchen.

This fourth operation had its original retail
outlet on the first floor of the building at the corner of
Ohio avenue and Poplar street, where the Hickok
company made an auspicious start.

The proprietor, Evans Johnson, came to Sidney
as salesman and remained to expand a confectionery

operation that was in time to serve similar stores in
other communities.

Again demand ran ahead of manufacturing
facilities and it was not long before operations were
set up on the sixth floor of the Oldham building on
Poplar street, a relatively new structure at the time.

These facilities also soon proved inadequate
and Mr. Johnson erected a factory at the rear of his
residence on Crescent drive. Some time later, with the
demise of the Venus Chocolate Co. operations in
Sidney, the company again relocated in that building ,
and continued to operate at the North Main avenue
location for several years after the death of Mr.
Johnson.

His son is still actively associated with the
business life of Sidney, although not in the candy
making field, operating a restaurant and bowling alley.

Associated early with Mr. Johnson in the retail
operations of the Purity, both in Sidney and the other
communities was John Kookootsedes, who came to
the United States from his native Greece in 1916 and
located here permanently in 1919.

For 48 years the Purity remained in its original
location at the corner of Ohio avenue and Poplar
street, with its first change coming in the summer of
1962, when it relocated a few doors to the north on
Ohio avenue.

Although it has [
ceased to be a|e=
confectioner operation - |
now serving the
community as al
restaurant - it still
retains its original name
and the ownership| .
remains in thel
Kookootsedes family.

Inside of the Purity

2021 Events... Please
follow Facebook for details!

Due to the current guidelines in place for Covid-19, we will

100D D AN AAA

NOT be releasing our calendar of events for 2021. Please
follow the Historical Society’s Facebook page as well as the
newsletter for detailed information on any events we may host

throughout the year!




While our doors were closed to the public the week
between Christmas and New Years, Richard Bailey and
Jane Bailey were busy patching holes and painting two
rooms upstairs! The Mustard Room is now “Gardenia,”

a cream color, while the Board Room was repainted

“Townhouse Tan” to match more with the fireplace. The
trim in both rooms was given a fresh coat of white paint.

Work on re-hanging cabinets,
removing the old vinyl floor, and
painting the kitchen started on
January 18 and will hopefully be
finished towards the beginning
of this month!
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
FEB-1951-70 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY ANNE MORROW

SIDNEY (8%)-A $1,660 money judgment asked in Shelby
county common pleas court by Joseph Monnier, 421 South
Main avenue, as the result of damages to his automobile in
a collision was lost Thursday morning when Monnier’s
testimony caused a declaration of mistrial. Monnier was
the second witness being examined by E. ]J. Garmhausen,
attorney for the plaintiff, and was given his interpretation
of the accident, which occurred at 1 a.m. on December 31,
1949, when his car, parked at the post office, was struck by
a southbound auto operated by John A. Warrington, of
Fostoria, defendant. The plaintiff testified that following
the collision, he had contacted the defendant’s insurance
adjustor.  Frank Marshall, counsel for the defense,
immediately entered an objection, which was sustained by
Judge Huber A. Berry. Judge Beery declared a mistrial, and
dismissed the jurors at the plaintiff’s cost. Evidence
concerning casualty insurance introduced during a damage
suit is considered prejudicial. Trial of the case last less than
an hour. HBB

SIDNEY (14%) - The Shelby county Homemakers choir
will rehearse on Friday afternoon, February 106, at the
Business Gitls association home. This will be the last
opportunity given homemakers to enroll in the choir for
the present...Mrs. Lawrence Niswonger has accepted a
position with the Roark Fur shop at Laura, and in her
association with the concern will have her headquarters at
her home, 119 South Oak avenue....ARE U.E. National
and State Leaders Communists? Are Their Organizers
Communists? Authentic Records State and Prove It. They
have not, they will not, they dare not deny it. Citizens of
Sidney! Workers of Copeland! THINK! Vote for I.U.E.-
C.L.O. Tomotrow.

JACKSON CENTER (14%)-The regular monthly
promenade of Shelby county Voiture No. 984 will be held
Thursday evening, February 15 at the Legion home of Post
No. 493 at Jackson Center starting at 8 p.m. Roast chicken,
tator tots, and dressing will be served after the promenade
by Perry Heintz and other voyageurs of Jackson Center.
The voiture during the Christmas holidays present several
needy families with baskets.

SHELBY COUNTY (28%)-Auto licenses for 1951 goes
on sale Thursday throughout Ohio, with six deputy
registrars selling the plates in Shelby County. M. M.
Hemmert at the Shelby county Motor club, court house,
Sidney: Arthur Wilt, Anna; Kathleen Brown, Botkins;
Esther Danzig, Fort Loramie; Elmer Mann, Jackson
Center; and Carolyn Jess, Lockington.

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
FEB. 1921-100 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW

SIDNEY (4%)-Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schlagetter, Jr.,
entertained with a delightful family party Saturday evening
at the Schlagetter home on Elm street in honor of their
fourth wedding anniversary. There were 25 guests
welcomed and the leading pleasure was progressive rook,
with the favors being won by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schaefer,
Mrs. John Schlagetter and Mr. Howard Schlagetter.

BOTKINS - At last the wanted industry for Botkins is
now a certainty. For the past few years many have been
more or less interested in starting a lumber yard in the
village. This week plans were completed and a stock
company will be formed immediately. Botkins business
men will subscribe and lend an interest in the welfare of
the newly organized company. In the very near future
buildings will be erected and in all probability orders for
lumber will arrive where the buildings are constructed.
Jacob Gehrlich and Bob Vila who are well versed in
lumber will act in the capacity as manager.

HARDIN-The Missionary society of the Presbyterian
church met with Mrs. L. C. Rees on Thursday afternoon.
Mrs. Sloan let the Devotional after which the president
Mrs. Barger took charge of meeting, the time was mostly
spent in making wash rags to be sent to a hospital in the

foreign field. Dainty refreshments were served by Mrs.
Rees and Mrs. Rodahafer.

ANNA-A double header basket ball game was played at
Anna Thursday evening with both of the Anna teams
being victorious. The Jackson Center girl’s team played the
Anna girls” team and their score was seven to two. The
boys’ team playing was from Jackson Center and the Anna
boys’ team defeated them with the score of 25 to 22.

SIDNEY (18)-The fire department was called to the
home of Dr. Arthur Silver Wednesday afternoon on
account of a chimney burning out. There was no damage.
The fire department was called out about 7PM Thursday
morning on account of a roof fire at the home of Louis
Slonkosky at the corner of Wilkinson avenue and Culvert
street. A large hole was burned in the roof. The blaze was
put out shortly after the fire department arrived. HBS

JACKSON CENTER-C. J. and Henry Lenhart will move
about March 1, from the Brunner farm on the Muchinippi
Pike to the Wm. Korn farm south of Jackson Center
known as the Rusk farm. Last Thursday their neighbors
came over with teams and helped move a part of their
fodder. Ten big loads, all in one caravan passed through
Jackson Center and it was a novel sight. The Lenhart boys
are considered among the best farmers in the county.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS
Newsletter of the
Shelby County Historical Society

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
SIDNEY, OH 45365

PERMIT #31
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep

history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot
Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, David

Potts, and Becki Wood

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Doug Allinger

John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones
Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long
Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Betty Richards

Ron & Nita’s

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




