February 2022 Edition

EXPERIENCE

SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve and
promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
No new members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

PROGRESS STARTS
WITH YOuU!

As progress continues with the Wallace Family Learning and
Innovation Center, we want to extend the opportunity to our members to be
part of this huge undertaking. Therefore, we are including pledge cards in
this edition of our newsletter. We sincerely hope that you will want to be a
part of this adventure combining our unique history with modern
technology to create a Learning Center that will draw visitors from a
distance as well as locally again and again.

Each of the five donation levels will be represented on a plaque
displayed prominently within the exhibit. While we have received
sponsors for two of the galleries, we will appreciate those who want to
sponsor the remaining galleries. But the important part is that no pledge
amount is too small or insignificant. You may pledge an amount over one,
two, or three years. Since we are a 501(c3), donations from retirement
accounts can go directly from such accounts to the Shelby County
Historical Society without tax implications.

At the beginning of this month, we will meet with the design team
from Eleven/57 to go over the proposed layout for the panels in the “Our
Legacy Begins” and “Onward and Upward” galleries. The panels in the
first gallery will feature an animated Cephas Carey communicating with
visitors the founding of Shelby County as well as giving insight into
foundational characters and events from our early history. Cephas will
continue to help the visitor explore the entire Center. Upon entering the
next gallery, guests will view overhead a large model of the Korn brothers
Benoist XII airplane and will get a close-up view of our prized Bimel
buggy while learning about transportation and its effect on Shelby County.

Once the first two galleries are completed, work will begin on
“Industrial Ingenuity,” “Growing Stronger” (Agriculture), “Persons of
Impact, “Opportunity Awaits,” and an “Exit Gallery.” While this may
seem like a slow process, we are making every effort to collaborate with
multiple researchers as well as other historical organizations within the
state of Ohio to ensure that the information included on the panels is as
accurate as possible.

We look forward throughout the entire process to providing our
valued members with updates in each of our newsletters as well as on our
Facebook page. Thank you in advance considering your support in this
endeavor. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to be a part of something
totally unique in our community that will leave a lasting legacy for our
future generations. Come along with us! For more information on this
topic, please contact Director Tilda Phlipot or Rich Wallace.



Last November we
received a request from
Lehman Catholic High
School for the use of several
of our military uniforms to
be used in a display for a
Veteran’s Day program at
the school.

Because of generous
donations from the public
we were able to provide
uniforms for the Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marine
Corps.

One of the uniforms
lent to Lehman.
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for January:

Shelby CT 11th-Miami at 1 am
Fort Loramie-South Street doesn’t meet Oak Street

Who found the clues:
Glen Phillips, Beth Bailey, and Judy Harp

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.
Email your guess to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

VOLUNTEERS
December Volunteer Info:
74 Volunteers
424 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
December:
Duane Mullen
Katie Lentz
Congratulations!
Thank you to all our volunteers!
We depend on you! In December, 4331 people
participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org
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Mysteries at the it
Ross Historical Center! 77
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Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.
Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey

New Home for an Old Sign

When driving through any agricultural-based community, it is not uncommon to see a grain elevator or two
such as the Ginn Grain Co. dominating the skyline. Elevators such as this were a primary hub for the grain storage
and shipping industry throughout much of the late 19th and early to mid 20th century, often being located near
railroad tracks for easy loading/unloading and transportation. Recently, these buildings are being razed across the
country for multiple reasons, one of which being that they simply cannot keep up with the growing needs and
progress of the agricultural 1ndustry and the sheer amount of grain being produced by our farmers. This past January,

: Sidney said goodbye to an era as its last remaining elevator was demolished.
What had taken months to construct was a pile of rubble in mere hours. As
the building came down, one could see the beauty of how each piece of wood
fit tightly together in the grain storage area to keep grain in and pests out.
While the building is now forever lost to time, a small piece of its history will
be preserved by the Shelby County Historical Society. A rusty, metal sign
that appears to have once been painted blue with the words “Ginn Grain Co.”
in white was dropped off to the Society by Luke Snider of First Choice
Excavation and Demolition LLC whose business was in charge of the
elevator’s swift demise. While it is no mystery where this item came from, it
will forever be a reminder of a time gone by. The sign is now hanging in the
rear of the Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center
where it can be viewed by generations to come.

Photograph Taken by Luke Gronneburg of SDN

GINN GRAIN CO.

Ginn Grain Co.

Around 1895, a local grain business tycoon named
Emory C. Nutt constructed a grain elevator at the corner of
West Ave. and North St. along the former Big Four Railroad route. This frame elevator was capable of holding up to
35,000 bushels of grain, which was fairly average for most elevators constructed in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century. Nutt operated the elevator until his retirement roughly ten years later when he sold the business to
Robert Jones and Herbert Sheets. Not long after, Jones became the sole proprietor, managing the elevator as the

Jones Grain Company as well as conducting his duties as Sidney’s
Postmaster. After Jones’s death in 1914, his old partner H. E. Sheets took
control of the business and renamed it the Sidney Grain Company. Cecil H.
Ginn bought into the business in 1927 and became its sole owner in 1945,
calling the elevator the Ginn Grain Company. In the 1930’s, the elevator was
one of the first in Ohio to start mixing molasses with their feed. After his
health began to fail, Cecil’s daughter, Vera Ginn, managed the
Ginn Grain Co. and continued for several years after his death.
In 1980, Kurt Kuck purchased the business and kept the
elevator in operation under the same name. In 1991, the
business transferred to Kurt’s cousin, Bruce Kuck, and
remained in operation until it closed this past December.
Many citizens from Sidney and the surrounding area
remember going to the Ginn Grain Co. to purchase not only
feed and farming necessities, but also pet food, vegetable and : : e
flower seeds, as well as bulk candy. e Y Gaaln Company Blevator at the corner of West ave




We recently upgraded our phone system and internet. This
change has required us to change our email addresses.

Starting now you may reach us at the following emails:

Tilda Phlipot - director@shelbycountyhistory.org
Sharon Mohrbacher - info@shelbycountyhistory.org
Jane Bailey - curator@shelbycountyhistory.org

The old email addresses will no longer be in service
starting in February 2022.

Progressr

We are excited about having
an industrial lift in the Wallace
Family Learning and Innovation
Center. This lift has a 3000-pound
capacity that came in handy when
we recently moved in two Philip
Smith Lathes that weigh over 1000
pounds each.

We have taken advantage of
placing our Pioneer Day equipment
on a pallet for storage in the
basement. The lift allows us to
move the large amount of material
in one trip!




2022 Event Schedule
Shelby County Historical Society

March 19, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving
slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to
Russell Rd, to Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump
in at any place along the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your
driving pleasure! 937-498-1055

April 16, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving
slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to
Russell Rd, to Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump
in at any place along the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your
driving pleasure! 937-498-1055

April 27, 2022 - Time TBD
Robert Kroeger-Author and Painter
Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center, 115 E. North St., Sidney

Robert returns to Sidney to promote our new 2023 Shelby County Barn Calendar sponsored by
the County Wide Historical Alliance. The calendar will feature 15 barns located in Shelby County.
Robert went to each farm and photographed each barn then went home and painted them. Each
painting will be featured in the calendar and will be auctioned off at this event.

May 21, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving
slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to
Russell Rd, to Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump
in at any place along the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your
driving pleasure! 937-498-1055

June 16, 2022 8:00 pm

23" Annual Graceland Cemetery Tour
All are welcome to experience this free event and learn about historical figures from
Shelby County’s past!

June 18, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving
slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to
Russell Rd, to Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump
in at any place along the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your
driving pleasure! 937-498-1055

June 25, 2022 Noon to 4:00 pm
Tawawa Park’s 75" Anniversary Cruise-In

This is our 5™ anniversary of the Cruise-In. Cars and Motorcycles welcome, Tawawa Park, 12
Tawawa Dr., Sidney. Registration opens at 10 am. Free and open to the public.




July 16, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving slowly,
hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to Russell Rd, to
Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump in at any place along
the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your driving pleasure!
937-498-1055

July 21,2022 - 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
6th Annual Afternoon Tea
Ticket Required - $20.00 Members - $22.00 Non-Members
Please join us for an afternoon tea with special historical guest!

August 21, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving slowly,
hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to Russell Rd, to
Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump in at any place along
the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your driving pleasure!
937-498-1055

September 17-18, 2022
3" Bi-Annual Civil War Living History Weekend
Tawawa Park, 12 Tawawa Dr., Sidney
Join us for a weekend featuring multiple presentations on the Civil War, several reenactments battles,
and period suttlers selling their wares. Free and open to the public.

September 17, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving slowly,
hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to Russell Rd, to
Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump in at any place along
the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your driving pleasure!
937-498-1055

October 12 & 13, 2022 6:00-6:20-6:40-7:00

15" Annual Down Town Ghost Tour
Tickets Required - $10 Members - $12 Non-Members - Students K-12 $8.00
Don’t be surprised as we walk the streets of downtown Sidney if we are joined by past residents
waiting to share their stories.

October 15, 2022 - 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, driving slowly,
hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. The Route: Main Ave, to Russell Rd, to
Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave, down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. Jump in at any place along
the route, there is no starting point. TAM 105.5 will be taking requests for your driving pleasure!
937-498-1055

December 3, 2022 - 11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Christmas of Yesteryear

Join us for our 23" Christmas of Yesteryear!
Santa will be available for photos
Decorate a gingerbread house, make a wreath ornament and a clay ornament, but most exciting will be
popcorn and chestnuts roasted on an open fire!

Train Display at 115 E. North St.

This event is free and open to the public!
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THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1947-75 YEARS AGO
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SHELBY CT: (8TH)-The Church is a greatest factor on
earth for the building of character and good citizenship. It
is a storehouse of spiritual values. Without a strong
Church, neither democracy no civilization can survive.
There are four sound reasons why every person should
attend and support the church of his choice. They are: (1)
For his own sake. (2) For his children’s sake. (3) For the
sake of his community and nation. (4) For the sake of the
Church itself, which needs his moral and material support?
Plan to go to church on Sunday and read your Bible daily.

CINCINNATI (13th)-As far as baseball is concerned,
World War II will end Saturday night.  Baseball
Commissioner A. B. Chandler notified all major and minor
league clubs today that “for the purpose of rules of
baseball, the emergency known as World War II is declared
at an end as of midnight, Feb. 15, 1947. Chandler said that
rules giving returning servicemen special rights will remain
in effect.

CLASSIFIED-Wanted-Painting inside or outside; also
plastering. Raymond Taylor, Phone 1784-8 or 414 Fifth
avenue...Situation Wanted-Married man wants wotk on
farm. James Woodruff, Sidney, route 1. Isaac Bollinger
farm, one mile south of Tawawa...Wanted-Ex-service man
desires part time work on Saturday and after 4 p.m. Can
give best of references. Call J. M. Spurlock, 619 N. Miami.
Phone 1128-2...For Sale-1941 Chevrolet truck, 1 V2 ton,
heavy duty, long wheel base, cab chassis. Good condition.
Minster Implement Co. Minster Ohio...For Sale. 1935
Tesla Roadster. Mile range 620. Bt, Br. Call Glen Phillips
at 7117-7...For Sale-1938 Nash four-door sedan, radio,
heater, driving lights, good tires, in good condition. Ora
Stewart, one mile west of Quincy school house...
WANTED-Goat’s milk needed urgently for infant’s diet.
Please contact manager A&P.

WASHINGTON (20t%)-The post office department has
asked congress to increase rates on parcel post, second
class mail and money orders, and to retain the wartime 3-
cent rate on local mail. Faced with a $325,000,000 deficit
for the 1948 fiscal year, the department also asked
legislation requiring federal agencies to pay for mail service

now provided free. The post office, said this service cost it
$98,000 a year.

PORT JEFFERSON-The grocery store in Port Jefferson,
which has been owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs.
Blaine Roberts for the past 16 years, has been sold to Ray
Burke and Fred McCrary of Port Jefferson, and they are
taking over the ownership and operation of the business
immediately.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1922-100 YEARS AGO
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (3t9)-The A. Beesch Company, of Toledo, tea
and coffee specialist have rented the store room in the Fry
building on the east side of the public square recently
vacated by Thoma’s Jewelry store and will open a store
there about March 1. The appearance of the store room
will undergo a great change before the stock of goods is
received. A new front will be put in, a new floor and new
fixtures installed and many other improvements. Mr.
Beesch, the head of the company, has been in business for
fifty years and is well known as an expert in the coffee line.
The company has two stores in Toledo where general
offices are located and a chair stores at Fremont, Findlay,
Bucyrus, and Tiffin. Other items will also be carried
including stiffel items, house furniture, cut glass, silverware,
glass ware, china ware in the store.

SHELBY CT.-The home of W. W. Masteller, who resides
northeast of Sidney, was threatened with destruction by
fire Sunday afternoon. The roof had caught fire from the
chimney and had gotten considerable headway before it
was discovered. Neighbors, by the use of fire extinguishers
and buckets of water soon got the blaze under control.
The Sidney fire department also sent out fire extinguishers.

SIDNEY-Ed Collins, thirteen year old son of Carl Collins,
of Brooklyn avenue, superintendent of the Sidney Packing
company, had a narrow escape Friday evening. He jumped
into the river at Court street bridge to rescue his dog that
had accidentally slipped in. Collins and a few other boys
were skating on the river and his dog, a valued Fox Terrier
named “Dempsey” got too near the edge and fell in. The
boy immediately jumped in after him and was unable to get
Others ran and got Elmer Marrs and one of the
employees of the Liberty Folder Company to come and
help pull boy and dog out. Both are doing well today.

ANNA-Coming on Feb. 9 and 10, to Anna, under the
auspices of the Anna Community Club for the benefit of
the schools and every one within the Anna community, the
wonderful photo play, :Inside the Cup” based on Winston
Churchill’s Masterpiece of that name. The play is to be
given at popular prices of 10 and 25 cents. Seats sold in
advance now on sale by any member of the Anna
Community Club or of the Anna High school. Secure your
tickets at once for every body will want to see this great
movie play which is said to preach a most powerful
sermon.

MONTRA (10%)-The young ladies of Montra will give a
play on Wednesday evening, Feb. 22, entitled “Aaron Slick
from Pumkin Crick,” a clean rural comedy in three acts
showing how the old farmer got ahead of the city slickers.

out.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Vice-President: David Potts, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz,

Scott Smith, and Teresa Ditmer

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Steve and Peg Baker

Bent Finger Foundation

Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David and Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.
Thomas Faulkner

William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones

Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Robert Sargeant

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




