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promote local history.”
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by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
(see to the right)

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

SCHS Director
Celebrates 25 Years

Written by Jane Bailey

February of 2024 marks the silver anniversary of the Shelby
County Historical Society’s fearless leader Matilda Phlipot. For 25 years,
Tilda has been working at the Society, first as administrative assistant and
then as director. According to the Historical Highlights, the Society’s
newsletter, Tilda was originally hired to “support volunteer activities of
the fast-growing organization” under the direction of Jim Sayre. At this
time, the Society’s membership had jumped from less than 200 members
to more than 500 within a year’s time after the successful “Give Your
History a Home” campaign in 1998 to establish the William A. Ross, Jr.
Historical Center at 201 N. Main Ave. in downtown Sidney. She began
working part time, focusing on accounting and member services. As we
all know, however, no job is as simple as its brief description. With the
aid of multiple volunteers and even her own children, Tilda and the rest
of the society’s team began remodeling their new home.

By December of 1999, Jim Sayre retired, still agreeing to
volunteer his time and services, and Phlipot was named the new acting
director. By this point, the society had more than reached its goal of
acquiring $250,000 to restore and equip its new home. On January 19,
2000, a ribbon- cutting ceremony and open house was held to officially
open the Ross Historical Center, home of the Shelby County Historical
Society.

Over the next several years, the SCHS continued its award-
winning children’s programs under the direction of Matilda Phlipot. As
the Ohio Bicentennial approached in 2003, Tilda took the initiative in
forming multiple local committees for programs and events to celebrate
the historic landmark, one of which resulted in the Applefest held every
fall in downtown Sidney for over a decade. She also managed to bring a
temporary exhibit from the Smithsonian Institute to the Ross Historical

Center in Downtown Sidney. Another memorable event was the painting
Continued on page 3
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Kroger Community Rewards Program

Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card? The Shelby County Historical Society is
excited to announce that we are still participating in the Kroger Community Rewards
Program!

Here is what you need to do:

Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society. Our organization number is
91880. Choose our name and “Enroll.”

What this does:

Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your
eligible purchases will be donated to the Society! It’s that easy!

Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the
Community Rewards Program.

\LW Don’t forget to tell your

family and friends how

easy it is to support the @WT",
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” ow
hidden clues for January: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 20th - “Paint Your Wagon” December Volunteer Info:

Sidney 20th (125 yrs.) - Jim Gaffign 78 Volunteers

Who found the clues: 555 Hours
Doug Benson Volunteer gift certificate winners for

Glen and Vanis Philips December:

Nate Epperson
Katie Lentz

Congratulations!

Thank you to all our volunteers!
We depend on you! In December, 2,191 people
participated in SCHS programs.

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Continued from page |

of a barn on St. Rt. 29 with the Ohio Bicentennial
logo. The barn remained standing until just a few
years ago.

As the years progressed, Tilda focused on
carrying out the Shelby County Historical Society’s
mission: “To actively engage our
community to preserve and promote local
history.” One such way was with a project
in the early 2000s in collaboration with
her daughter Sarah, the Jackson Center
Historical Society, The Sidney Daily
News, and Amos Press. Together, they

Jackson Center News Weekly and preserve
them on 11 reels of microfilm. This
project led the initiative for the “Bring
Our History Home” project to catalog and
microfilm other small, local
publications that would then be given to
both the Amos Memorial Library and the
Shelby County Historical Society to be
used for research.

Programs geared to impact the

Tilda’s priority list. She worked with the
Just for Kids Committee to create the
Civil War Educational Day at the Shelby

Gibbs from the Ohio
History Connection
receiving the
children of Shelby County were high on|Excellence Award from | multiple awards at the state level, with the

the Civil War 150"
Anniversary
Committee.

Shelby County. This event wasn’t just a
replica of the monument in Washington, D. C., but a
testament to members of our own community who
gave their all fighting for the freedoms we celebrate
today. Thousands of veterans, school children, and

visitors gathered to view the impressive
‘ sight of the black monument with 1000
American flags spanning the length of
Custenborder Field in Sidney. Later that
year, Tilda was named Grand Marshall for
the Winter Wonderland parade due to her
efforts in not only creating a magnificent
= event, but for her overall contributions to

4 bettering our community and preserving
| its history.

\ County Historical Society has undergone
| many changes. Employees have come and
I moved on, but Tilda has remained faithful
to the organization. More educational
programs have been implemented, such as
Manufacturing Day, Pioneer Day, and
Fishing Day. The Society has received

most recent for the creation of our newest
building and permanent exhibit: The
Wallace Family Learning and Innovation

County Fairgrounds. This educational
program invites every 8" grade student in Shelby
County, offering them insight into both sides of the
war and how it affected our country. This program
later received an award of excellence from both the
Ohio History Connection as well as the Civil War
150™ Anniversary Committee. To this day, this is one
of our best-attended children’s educational events.

Another project to preserve Shelby County’s
history was the Veteran’s History Project, which the
Shelby County Historical Society ran in conjunction
with the schools in Shelby County. Together, they
interviewed dozens of veterans from every recent
US conflict. These interviews would be archived in
Washington D.C. as well as at the historical society.
This was only the first of many veterans’ projects
with which the Society would soon be involved.
From 2009 to 2016, the historical society aided the
Shelby County Vets to D.C. program, with Tilda
Phlipot making the trip herself on several occasions.
However, in 2010, Tilda and the Shelby County
Historical Society would undertake one of the
biggest projects they’ve ever accomplished, with lots
of help of course!

Late summer of 2010 marked the arrival of
the Traveling Vietnam Wall and Field of Flags. This
memorable event was chaired by Tilda Phlipot of the
Shelby County Historical Society and involved
multiple organizations throughout Sidney and

Center. Other new public events have
been created, such as the annual Tawawa Park
Cruise-In and the biannual Civil War Living History
Weekend. In 2022, Tilda was honored by Shelby
County Veterans Services on Veteran’s Day at the
Shelby County Fair for all of her efforts aiding our
local veteran community. She was also chosen by
the Ohio Local History Alliance to be a
representative for Region 7 as well as to be a part of
the America 250 Committee at the state level to
create local and statewide programs for the semi-
quincentennial celebrations in 2026.

We are so thankful for all the time and
dedication that Tilda has given to the community
and to the Shelby County Historical Society. Words
cannot describe our gratitude enough for this
amazing woman. With luck we will have her for a
few more years and look forward to all of her ideas
for the society’s future!
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Manufacturing Day.




What’s In A Name?

The information in this article was taken from A4 History of The Shelby County
Villages, Past and Present. Compiled by the Shelby County Historical Society
“Voices From the Villages” Committee for the Ohio Bicentennial, 2003.

By Cynthia Preston

What does a name mean and where do
names come from? Upon a recent request from an
avid reader of our newsletter, this was a question
that was posed. To be clearer on this, the names of
places in Shelby County were brought up. So where
do places like Anna, Botkins, Lockington, or Pasco
get their names from? Some people may already
have an idea, but for those who do not, let’s
discover this.

The definition of the word name is the
distinctive designation of a person or thing. This
could be a family name, a word to describe a thing,
or a characteristic designated to appearance. Most
of the time, however, places are named after people
of significance, even if that person never visited
that place or region. Sometimes names are changed
to honor loved ones or people long since passed.
Whatever the reason or determination of this
descriptive meaning is, we all come to remember
the names of these places not so much the how or
why.

ANNA

Anna is a village of Dinsmore-Franklin
Township in Shelby County; it was named Carey
Station originally. This was the namesake of John
W. Carey. Carey was the instigator of the Dayton &
Michigan Railroad station and its building in that
area. So, in 1856 it was aptly named. Where did
Anna come from though? Anna was the name of
John W. Carey’s daughter. The village was later
renamed Anna for her.

BOTKINS

Richard Botkin was a man born in
Virginia who came to Hamilton County, Ohio in the
early 1800s and in the 1830s moved to Shelby
County. Botkin, in the 1850s, gave right-of-way for
the Dayton and Michigan Railroad, later the B&O.
With the help of horse and oxen he was able to
grade one mile of it. A few years later (even while
ill) he was able to see the first train pass on this
railroad. He died in 1858, and as a request in his
will, the village was incorporated and aptly named
Botkins in his honor.

LOCKINGTON

This one might seem to be a little more
straight-forward as to where the name came from,
but did you know the original name? This village in
Washington Township was originally named
Lockport. It was surveyed and platted by a
gentleman named Jonathan Counts for David
Mellinger in 1837. A series of six locks was set up
here that crossed over the Loramie Creek by way of
an aqueduct. Because of the canal and the 5 to 6-
hour delay to get through the locks, Lockport at the
time, became a place of industry. So, by 1857, a call
for incorporation of the village was heard. By 1858,
the papers were recorded, and Lockington came to
be.

PASCO

This small community in Perry Township
was originally a place called Cedar Point. This
name was aptly given because of the number of
cedar trees growing in the area. By 1893, when a
post office was established, the name was changed.
Pasco became the new name by way of Judge
Barnes. However, the cemetery that was put in
place in 1887 kept the name of Cedar Point, and to
this day has retained it.

Main St., Anna, Ohio. Looking West early
1900s. Photo courtesy of Gerald Billing.




TOWNS WITH NAME CHANGES
Along the way some town names were
changed for various reasons. Here is a list, see if
you recognize any.

Berlin: now Fort Loramie AKA Loramie.

Big Head: Now Jackson Center.

Cowan’s Station: Now Hardin.

Dopkins Corner: Now Oran. Oran was also once
called Speers Station.

Little Chicago: Now Port Jefferson, AKA Pratt.

Mount Jefferson: Mount Jefferson is the
southernmost of three communities now
referred to as Houston.

Pontiac: Now Kirkwood.

Stringtown: Now Botkins.

Swanders Crossing: Now Swanders.

Wynant: Now Newport.

These are just a few places, and where their
names came from. But what’s interesting to note is
how some of these places retained the history of
their previous names. History is funny like that.
Much of it can be lost over time, but if you’re
willing to preserve it, it will live on through time.

Hardin. Photo courtesy of Barbara Adams.

Special Note:

I couldn’t finish my last day in this position
without maybe one last article or thank you. Over
the last 8 months or so, I have gotten to be a part of
so many experiences here at the historical society.
With my life taking me other places right now, I
must depart. I thank everyone who has taken the
time to read my articles and has contributed to the
research that goes into them even if they don’t
realize they have. This is definitely one thing I have
had great joy in participating, and I will miss it. |
would like to continue writing these if possible, so
even if I’'m not here in person, I can still write from
afar. Please continue to submit those ideas. Thank
you to everyone at the historical society who gave
me a chance when I didn’t think I had one, and
thank you for the friends and people I’ve met along
the way. So, as always, stay curious, my friends.

\fu“
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Port Jefferson, Ohio— State Dam.
Photo courtesy of Gerald Billing.




2024 Event Schedule

Cruise Downtown Sidney once a month from Spm to 7 pm

May 18, June 22, July 20, August 17, September 21, and October 19
Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of cruising. Getting behind the wheel,
driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise Sidney. See
you in downtown Sidney!

June 20,2024 - 8:00 pm

25™ Annual Graceland Cemetery Tour
All are welcome to experience this free event and learn about historical figures from
Shelby County’s past!

June 29, 2024 - Noon to 3:00 pm @Tawawa Park, 12 Tawawa Dr., Sidney

Tawawa Park’s 7" Annual Cruise-In — Free Event
Registration opens at 10 am. Join us for a fun day of free Model-T rides, explore cars
from all eras, enjoy food and children’s activities and a craft show sponsored by The
Window Guy.

July 18,2024 - 11:30 am to 1:00 pm @ the Ross Center

8th Annual Afternoon Tea
Ticket Required - $20.00 Members - $22.00 Non-Members
Please join us for an afternoon tea with a special historical guest!

August 15,2024 - 11:30 am to 1:00 pm @ the Ross Center
Men’s Luncheon
Ticket Required - $20.00 Members - $22.00 Non-Members
Please join us for an afternoon of good food with a special guest speaker!

September 21 & 22, 2024 @Tawawa Park, 12 Tawawa Dr., Sidney

4" Bi-Annual Civil War Living History Weekend
Join us for a weekend featuring multiple presentations on the Civil War, several
reenactment battles, and period sutlers selling their wares. Free and open to the public.

October 9 & 10, 2024

17" Annual Down Town Ghost Tour

Tickets Required - $10 Members - $12 Non-Members - Students K-12 $8.00
Don’t be surprised as we walk the streets of downtown Sidney if we are joined by past
residents waiting to share their stories.

December 7, 2024 - 11:00 am to 4:00 pm @ the Ross Center and the Wallace Center
Christmas of Yesteryear
Join us for our annual Christmas of Yesteryear! Take Santa photos, decorate a
gingerbread house, make an ornament, and enjoy popcorn and chestnuts roasted on an
open fire! This is a free event!

December 14, 2024 - 12:00 pm @ Graceland Cemetery
Wreaths Across America

Wreath Pickup starts at 10:00 am at Graceland. Any wreaths not picked up by noon will
be considered a donation and will be placed on a soldier’s grave. Program starts at noon and
wreath laying directly afterwards. If you are a veteran or know a veteran that would like to
participate in the ceremony, please contact our office, 937.498.1653. All are welcome!




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
FEB-1954-70 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SHELBY CT. (1s9)-A Shelby County soldier was chosen
as the “Outstanding Trainee of the Day” by the Third
Armored Division recently at Ft. Knox, Ky. He is Private
Charles E. Long, of R.R. 2, Sidney. He was chosen for the
honor by the officers and cadre men of his training unit-
Company B of the 13%" Armored Infantry Battalion
Selection was based on his military bearing, initiative and
devotion in duty. As part of his honor, Pvt. Long served as
enlisted aide for one day to Major General Gordon B.
Rogers, division commander. In this capacity, he
accompanied the general on all inspection tours and staff
meeting during the day. Before entering the service, last
November, Pvt. Long was employed at the Kunzel Wool
Mills at Bremen.

HARDIN (4t)-Mrs. H. W. Hanswelman entertained the
Breakfast club at her home Tuesday morning. Several
ladies from the Loyal Grandmothers’ club were present.
The offering was $5.00. Twenty-three were present. The
Breakfast club will meet with Mrs. Clarence Short Tuesday
morning, Feb. 9.

DAYTON O. (8t)-Nine residents of Sidney area ate
among the 2197 students registered at the University of
Dayton this semester during the University’s 104t year.
Twenty-seven states, 13 foreign countries, and two
territories and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico ate
represented in the student body. One-half of the student
body is from Ohio. Carl H. Bowman; Doris A. Drees;
Ruth Ann Drees; Janet K. Holdsworth; Richard Lauterbut;
Andy Warhol; Ronald E. Meyer; Ronald L. Seipel; Richard
Slonkosky; and James L. Zeperneck. HBB

SHELBY CT. (12%)-B. and B. Oil Co., of East North
street, Sidney, has filed suit for $118.96 plus interest against
Don Michael, of R. R. 1, Jackson Center. The plaintiff
alleges that the money is due on transactions between the
two parties from Jun 11 through July 21, 1953, interest is
asked from Aug. 1, 1954.

SIDNEY (13%)-Photo-Ice Cream is a poplar dessert
because it may be fixed in many different ways says Mr.
Timeus to Mrs. Nellie Oxrider as they discuss the merits of
Meadow Gold ice cream and frozen ice cream pies. Mrs.
Oxrider will give several other ways in which Meadow
Gold ice cream can be used during The Sidney Daily News
Cooking School to be held on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday evening at Sidney high school auditorium.
There is no admission charge. 15 pints of ice cream will be
given away each evening with the free grocery baskets.
(Ruggles Photo)

SHELBY CT DEMOCRT
FEB. 1899-125 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SHELBY CT.-(39)-The E.H. Southern opera company,
on their way from Indianapolis to Detroit, transferred from
the Big Four to the C. H. & D. Wednesday. The company
have their own cars, a baggage car and sleeper...In the list
of marriage licenses issued in Miami county this week
appeared the following: Beady C. Morris, age 22, Shelby
county, farmer, and Mary Hess, 25, Pleasant Hill,
housekeeper. Rev. D. D. Wine...John Barnes was
surprised by about 20 of his friends at his home on sough
Main avenue Monday evening. The guests arrived about
8PM with well filled baskets and a bountiful supper was
served doing the evening.

SIDNEY-Timothy Wood, an employee of Donaldson &
Bryant’s broom factory, was found wandering about
almost frozen near the Ohio avenue and North street
corner by Policeman Cartwright Sunday afternoon about
2PM. Cartwright took him to the city lockup, built a fire
and kept him there about an hour until he was warm again.
Wood had been drinking and said he was hunting a
boarding house...Willie, the twelve year old son of
Gustave Kraemer, who lives on north Miami avenue, was
fun over by a wagon Monday afternoon. The wagon wheel
passed over his left leg near the knee and badly bruised it.

SHELBY CT (10%)-William Stoner, of Loramie township,
and Lizzie A. Blane, of Bunker Hill, were matried by Rev.
R. McCaslin Saturday afternoon at his home in this city...
Joseph French, of the hospital corps Sixth Cavalry, who is
home on a furlough, was married Tuesday evening by Rev.
J. W. Lower to Miss Elizabeth Dunn...Charles Smith, son
of John Smith and wife, and Miss Pear] Umstead, daughter
of Wm. Umstead, were married at the M. E. parsonage at
7PM Sunday evening by Rev. M. M. Figley. After the
ceremony they went to the home of the bride’s father on
Pike street to wait for the midnight train when they left for
Norwalk, where they will make their future home.

SIDNEY (29%) - WAGNER’s ARCADE-Grocery
Department. Griffis’s famous Triumph flour, 42 cents per
sack; Best gloss starch, 3 pounds for 10 cents; Scalping
knife tobacco, old style three space plug, 30c; Lion coffee,
10 cents per pound; Good soap powder, 2 package for 5
cents; Good baking powder, 5 cents per pound; Good
California Prunes, 5 cents per pound; One quart bottle
catsup, 10 cents. QUEENSWARE DEPATMENT-Large
glass dishes, Large deep dishes, 10 cents; Large China
cream pitchers, 10 cents. Stop in and see us soon.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
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Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, and Jane Bailey
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Frank Thaman
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US Bank
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