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Upcoming Events: 

Coming to America     Feb 1, 2011 to 
March 31, 2011-We have every fifth grader 
in the county registered to take a “ship 
ride” from Europe to America. They will 
learn why immigrants chose to leave their 
beloved homeland for an adventure in a 
strange new world. Why don't you join 
them and learn about immigration from the 
1700s to the present. 
  

    Lets Remember why the Civil War 
began 150 Years Ago     April 14, 2011 to 
June 15, 2011-You will be given the oppor-
tunity to explore the contributions Ohio 
made to the Civil War, the causes and ef-
fects of the war and how the Civil War 
changed Ohio. 

 
 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

Anne Morrow’s “Out of the Past”  
hidden clue for February was: 

 

“Sarah Winnemucca” (1842-1891) -  
She was an Indian "scout, activist". She scouted more than  

100 miles of hostile territory for the U.S. army; lectured across the 
U.S. and petitioned gov't for land to the Paiurtes tribe.  

She was not a member of the Sidney High flag brigade. 
 

The clue was found by: Cathy Fletcher  
and Phil Salm 

Can you find this month’s  
misplaced information?  

Coming in AprilComing in AprilComing in AprilComing in April    
Guest speaker Civil War  
Re-enactor Anthony Gibbs 

April 14 at 7:00pm. 
Location to be determined. 

Nancy Russell shows Sidney City 5th grade students a  timeline about 
Shelby County Immigration.  All 5th grade classes in Shelby County 

have visited our Immigration exhibit in the month of February . 
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Wm. Piper Wm. Piper Wm. Piper Wm. Piper     
Dry Goods & CarpetsDry Goods & CarpetsDry Goods & CarpetsDry Goods & Carpets    

By: Jennifer Gariety 

 Mr. William Piper of Sidney, Ohio earned his living as a dry 
goods merchant during the turn of the 20th century.  Research 
reveals that he owned and operated at least two stores in west-
central Ohio.   
 In 1886 Mr. Piper constructed the building currently located 
at 124 S. Main St. in Sidney.  A blue and white painting of the 
name ‘Piper’ is still visible on the northern elevation near the 
roofline.   
 Piper’s other store was located in Auglaize county at 136 E. 
Spring St. in St. Marys where the Spring Street Coffee House is 
now located. Mr. Piper 
utilized this space until 
October of 1902 when he 

moved next door into the brand 
new Glass Block Building at 120-
134 E. Spring St. Piper leased the 
eastern half of this building 
which was comprised of three 
stories and the basement.  The 
western half was leased to B.B. 
Bitzer Furniture.  The structure has since been demolished. 
  This past December, Tom Homan of Anna donated a collection of 
Sidney documents to the Shelby County Historical Society.  Among these 
paper goods were two trade 
cards from Mr. Piper’s Sidney 
location.   
             Trade cards became 
common during the early 

1700’s as European merchants began distributing these 
“business cards” in order to drum up customers, promote 
their goods and services and direct buyers to store locales.  
As formal addresses did not often exist, it was common to 
find navigational maps printed on these hand-held 
advertisements.  The growth and expansion of 
chromolithography directly affected the widespread 
popularity of trade card ephemeron.  These small-

advertisers-turned-collector’s-items became entirely en vogue 
during the Victorian era as color was added to these black and 
white prints.  During the late 1800’s and early 1900’s it was 
deemed quite fashionable for women to spend considerable 
amounts of time trimming and gluing these decorative cards into 
scrap booking albums.  Oh, the power of color!   
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago – 1886 – March 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 
  SIDNEY (12TH) – About 6 weeks ago the warehouse of Louis 
Lanfrom, on Oak street, was entered and a lot of hides stolen.  
On Tuesday, while hauling corn from the farm of Fred Martz, in 
this township, 5 sheep pelts, identified as Lanfrom’s property, 
were found….We are in the receipt of a letter from someone at 
Kirkwood, replying to what our regular correspondent said about 
the school closing.  If the writer will give us his name in place of 
his initials, so we may know who wrote the letter, we will publish 
the letter. 
 
 TAWAWA – We see droves of wild geese passing over here, 
going north…Last Saturday night some parties visited J. C. C. 
Laughlin’s sugar camp after he had gone to the house, started the 
fire in the furnace, cooked chickens by boiling in the kettles of 
sugar water.  We judge there was more sugar than salt, as the 
kettles contained plenty of syrup in the morning.  Boys, don’t 
repeat the offence, or we will tell who you are.  Another thing-
you might get a foul stomach.  We give you credit for not injuring 
anything at the camp, but don’t approve of the kind of 
conduct…A.E.Cory, of Degraff, died on last Saturday and was 
buried on Tuesday.  He represented this county at one time in the 
Legislature, and was a good Democrat. 
 
 KIRKWOOD REPLY – Kirkwood, March 19, 1886…Ed. 
DEMOCRAT:  Your Kirkwood correspondent in his items of 2 
weeks ago said that the school at this place closed a few weeks 
ago on “account of some of the larger boys who refused to mind 
the teacher.”  Is he aware of the great injustice he is doing the 
Board at this place by making such as assertion?  Whoever heard 
of a Board of Directors allowing a school to close and thus 
depriving 40-50 children of school advantage simply because 
“some of the larger boys refused to mind the teacher”?  If your 
correspondent had taken the trouble to ascertain the facts, or had 
consulted the entire Board, his report would have been very 
different:  at least such is the judgment of one who knows 
something of the FACTS. 
 
 SIDNEY (26TH) – Dr. H.E. Beebe is preparing to build a house 
on his premises north east of town…George Kah, jr, is preparing 
to build a house at the corner of West & Court streets…The 
electrical fire alarm apparatus is partly in working order, and will 
be completed next week…During the coming summer William 
Piper will erect a 2 story brick building on ground immediately 
south of his store.  The house will be 125x36 feet, the first floor 
to be of one room which Mr. Piper will occupy.  On account of a 
scarcity of brick the improvement will delay several 
months…The committee appointed to look after a new location 
for a fair ground will report to-morrow in favor of the Wells 
farm, a mile north of town.  There are 60 acres of the farm which 
are admirable adapted to the purpose and which can be had at a 
reasonable sum.  The plat is so situated as to give entrances on 
two pikes, and can accommodate a half mile track which will not 
interfere with the other departments. 
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – 1911 – March 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 

 SIDNEY – Another step toward solving the C.H. & D. car 
robbery cases, where by several Sidney merchants have lost 
heavily, was taken Saturday evening when J.H. Woodward, 
special agent for the C.H. & D. railroad arrested Guy Crawford, 
19 of Dayton.  Crawford confessed, it is said, and gave all the 
details of 3 car robberies.  He implicated George and Jake Groll, 
known as the Katzenjammer Kids, who were arrested a few days 
ago.  The method of procedure, according to Crawford, was to 
board the trains in the Dayton yards and throw out the goods 
stolen after the train was in motion.  They would then return and 
gather up the loot.  Crawford is the 7th person arrested since the 
investigation was begun.  Two of the boys arrested, John 
Melhard and Ansley McDonald, who were sent to the house of 
detention escaped from that place Saturday morning. 
 

 SIDNEY – Sunday evening Rev. Armington will consider in the 
Methodist church the Greeves Bill.  The bill making Sunday base 
ball legal in Ohio.  Do we want this bill?  Does the laboring man 
desire or need such a Sunday as the bill allows?  Mr. Greeves is a 
Catholic, does the Catholic church plead for such a Sunday?  If 
so, what shall be done about it?  Should Gov. Harmon sign it?  
What if he does?...The members of the Olla Podrida club held 
quite an interesting meeting with Miss Elsie Piper on north Ohio 
avenue Tuesday evening.  The club has been studying Barnbay 
Rudge by Charles Dickens and the program for last evening’s 
session consisted of a very interesting review on the last half of 
the book by Hazel McCune and Marguerite Goode.  During a 
delightful social hour the hostess served refreshments. 
 

 SIDNEY (17th) – Earl D. Clark, of this city, has taken a bottling 
Agency of the Cherry-Cheer Company and is given the exclusive 
bottling agency for Shelby county.  He will locate his bottling 
works at the rear of his residence on Pike street where he will 
bottle all the preparations put up by the Cherry-Cheer Company, 
the Cherry-Cheer, orangeade, mint fire, etc., and deliver them to 
all customers in Sidney.  He will also ship goods to all the 
neighboring towns. 
 

 ANGEL STREET (31ST) – A concert was given at Chas. 
Snow’s Saturday night by Roy Proutsman and his father to a 
company of neighbors numbering 42 persons.  Roy has a good 
Edison machine and is a connoisseur at picking out good 
records…Melzina Horning and daughter visited Mrs. May M. 
Woods Tuesday and incidentally sought for greens on the route.  
Mrs. Horning met with a very unpleasant accident on the way, 
having torn her new seal skin wrap, past mending…A happy 
family gathering took place at the beautiful Haslup home on 
Main avenue in celebration of the birthday of William Haslup.  
The dinning room presented a pretty picture in its dainty color 
scheme of pink and white, tastefully carried out with pink azaleas 
and pink candles.  An elaborate four course dinner was served 
after which the remainder of the evening was given to social 
pleasures.  Miss Maude Haslup added to the evening’s 
entertainment with several vocal selections. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County was created 
for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to 
help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    The UPS Store    US Bank    
Rich & Susan Wallace    Wilson Memorial Hospital 

VOLUNTEERS 

January Volunteer Info: 
 20 Volunteers 

106 Hours 
Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for January: 

Anne Morrow 

Holly Page 

Congratulations!   
Thank you to all our  

volunteers!  
We depend on you!  

In January,  
139 people participated in 

SCHS programs. 
 


