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Upcoming Events:
Coming to America Feb 1,2011 to
March 31, 2011-We have every fifth grader
in the county registered to take a “ship
ride” from Europe to America. They will
learn why immigrants chose to leave their
beloved homeland for an adventure in a
strange new world. Why don't you join
them and learn about immigration from the
1700s to the present.

Lets Remember why the Civil War
began 150 Years Ago April 14, 2011 to
June 15, 2011-You will be given the oppor-
tunity to explore the contributions Ohio
made to the Civil War, the causes and ef-
fects of the war and how the Civil War
changed Ohio.
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Nancy Russell shows Sidney City 5th grade students a timeline about
Shelby County Immigration. All 5th grade classes in Shelby County
have visited our Immigration exhibit in the month of February .

Coming in pril

Guest speaker Civil War
Re-enactor Anthony Gibbs
April 14 at 7:00pm.

Location to be determined.

Anne Morrow’s “Out of the Past”
hidden clue for February was:

“Sarah Winnemucca” (1842-1891) -

She was an Indian "scout, activist". She scouted more than
100 miles of hostile territory for the U.S. army; lectured across the
U.S. and petitioned gov't for land to the Paiurtes tribe.

She was not a member of the Sidney High flag brigade.

The clue was found by: Cathy Fletcher
£ and Phil Salm
/‘L‘-' Can you find this month’s
misplaced information?




Wm. Piper
Dry Goods & Carpets

By: Jennifer Gariety
Mr. William Piper of Sidney, Ohio earned his living as a dry
4 goods merchant during the turn of the 20th century. Research
reveals that he owned and operated at least two stores in west-
central Ohio.
= In 1886 Mr. Piper constructed the building currently located
|at 124 S. Main St. in Sidney. A blue and white painting of the
' name ‘Piper’ is still visible on the northern elevation near the
, | roofline.
Piper’s other store was located in Auglaize county at 136 E.
Sprmg St. in St. Marys where the Spring Street Coffee House is
*! now located. Mr. Piper
| utilized this space until
- October of 1902 when he
moved next door into the brand
new Glass Block Building at 120-
134 E. Spring St. Piper leased the
eastern half of this building
which was comprised of three
| stories and the basement. The
western half was leased to B.B. . B
Bitzer Furniture. The structure has since been demohshed
This past December, Tom Homan of Anna donated a collection of
Sidney documents to the Shelby County Historical Society. Among these
& | paper goods were two trade
cards from Mr. Piper’s Sidney
location.

Trade cards became
common during the early
1700’s as European merchants began distributing these
“business cards” in order to drum up customers, promote
their goods and services and direct buyers to store locales.
As formal addresses did not often exist, it was common to
tfind navigational maps printed on these hand-held
advertisements. The growth and expansion of
chromolithography directly affected the widespread
popularity of trade card ephemeron. These small-

Piper’s Big Store ' advertisers-turned-collector’s-items became entirely en vogue
 ma Er ek : during the Victorian era as color was added to these black and
Sl e iy L “loaks! white prints. During the late 1800's and early 1900's it was
""" deemed quite fashionable for women to spend considerable
amounts of time trimming and gluing these decorative cards into
scrap booking albums. Oh, the power of color!

Spring Street, St. Marys. Ohio.




FROM VICTORY TO VICTORY
Albert B. Dickas, Ph.D.

hroughout the first decade of the 21st century,

the all-too-common gist of the daily news,
both in print and in the electronic media, has been
the ever-evolving information regarding American
participation in war. As our military forces
disengage from the desert wastes of Irag we have
committed even more troops to the mountainous
canyons of Afghanistan. All the while, the fog of
potential conflict becomes more dense across the
horizons of Iran and Korea. To many a citizen, this
onslaught of death and destruction has become the
tragic stuff of daily life, supposedly never ending,
always discouraging and continually available 24/7
through reporting by one or another television feed.

Several generations ago, America was involved
in a war of a differing stripe, one felt by an
overwhelming majority of its citizenry as necessary
for eradicating from the world several evil political
systems. Throughout a period of three-plus years
the level of materiel production had been ratcheted
up to the highest possible level, and some 12 million
uniformed men and women had been serving in
camps and on battlefields located on every continent
with the exception of Antarctica, although there may
have been a temporary weather station or two even
there. The news was better with each passing day,
and for the first time a light had begun to flicker at
the end of the proverbial tunnel.

In that pre-television era, Shelby County turned its
radio dial to broadcasts by those two preeminent
reporters of the day — H. V. Kaltenborn and Lowell
Thomas. The |5-minute-long evening reports gave
the essence of the news, More detail was available in
the daily press. What was heard and what was read
were the occasion for optimism, and throughout the
city, the county, the state and the nation a sense of
euphoria began to develop. That period of time -- 14
weeks that were unique in the 20th century history
of America -- is book-ended by the dates May 8 and
August 15. This is the period that extended from VE
== Victory in Europe -- Day to VI - Victory Over
Japan -- Day in 1943.

VE Day — Victory in Europe — May B, 1945

As troops of the United States Third and Seventh
Armies closed in relentlessly on Germany's last
Bavarian core of resistance, and General George
5. Patton’s 16th Armored Division crossed the
Czechoslovakian border, enroute to the capital city
of Prague, it became apparent that the war in Europe
was headed toward Allied victory. Sidney Mayor
John Sexauer cautioned the public to await official
word from Washington, D. C. and not react to rumors
such as those that had already circulated about the
square. During his press conference, President
Harry 5. Truman stated he would not officially
declare VE Day until such an announcement could
be made simultaneously in London and Moscow —
an early example of political correctness amongst
the Western Allies.

This time it was not a false alarm. Prime Minister
Winston Churchill declared all hostilities in Europe
would cease effective 6:01 PM, Eastern War time,
on Tuesday, May 8. Thus alerted, the mayor gave
the go-ahead for Sidney’s formal observation,
beginning that evening with pre-arranged 8 o’clock
church services throughout the city, followed by a
program on the courthouse steps one hour later.

Already, clusters of people, swelled in number by
dismissed school children and clerks from nearby
stores, had gathered downtown in an environment
punctuated by the sight of multiple flags and
the sounds of factory whistles, church bells and
automobile horns. In short order, however, the
excitement of the hour had been mitigated by the
realization that only “half the peace™ had been won
— Japan had yet to be defeated.

That evening as the Sidney High and Holy Angels
bands played a medley of patriotic tunes, against the
backdrop of Shelby County's Roll of Honor standing
on the northwest corner of the square, the crowd
was reminded that same monument of recognition
contained the inscribed names of more than 2,000



men and women from the city and county who had
served or were yet serving their country, many still
in harm’s way. At its base lay a small tablet — a
compilation of 52 names — listing those who had
given “the last full measure of devotion™.

Speaker after speaker emphasized the need to “carry
on™ the battle for freedom, as it was continuing in
the Pacific Theatre of Operations. The assembly
was reminded the draft board would continue to
select eligible men for service, the corps of Civilian
Defense and Company K of the Ohio National guard
would remain at their posts and soon the call would
be issued for the countywide purchase of $867,000
of government bonds to be issued under the aegis of
the nation's Seventh War Loan Drive.

Although the United States officially entered World
War 1l immediately after the December 1941 raid
on Pearl Harbor, Shelby County had been “at war”
for a total of 43 months — dating back to October
of 1940 when the first National Guard troops were
summoned for training at Camp Shelby, Mississippi.
In November of that same year, the first call up-a
total of three men —was issued under the authority of
the Selective Service Act. By VE Day, two of those
men were dead, and the third had been seriously
wounded in action.

On the home front housewives were conscientiously
saving tin cans, rubber, grease and paper, test black-
outs were still being conducted in preparation
for a possible enemy air-raid, ration books were
distributed to every houschold, downtown store
windows were “browned-out” so as to conserve
coal and electricity, bars and saloons were closed
at the midnight curfew hour and the Sidney Daily
News encouraged its readers to “pray to Almighty
God,” in thanksgiving that the first half of World
War Il had been concluded.

With VE Day celebrations becoming history, life in
the country returned to an aspect of normalcy, but
naturally the news continued to be both good and
bad. The good was indeed good: the availability
of gasoline was to be increased by 16 percent, the
production of washing machines and refrigerators
and radios would begin on a limited basis, a few new
automobiles were expected in the showrooms “in a

few months,” and low-cost clothing output was to
be increased — with the exception of nylon and silk
stockings. Though of little interest to local residents,
one notice did raise eyebrows — the national ban on
horse racing had already been lified.

The bad news emphasized the fact that war clouds
still remained on the horizon. Over the ensuing
weeks troubling information began to impart a sense
of a disturbing tarnish to an otherwise optimistic
glimpse into the future. Selective Service inductee
groups would continue to be “large,” wage controls
were still in effect, the maintenance of a 48-hour
work week was expected, and across the country
war production would soon be cut as much as 15
percent, resulting in the future unemployment of 2.5
million workers.

The Final Push

Even though one enemy had been vanquished,
another remained defiant, so America was still
on full alert and in control of an intense sense of
purpose. No more serious an example of such intent
existed than a statement from Lieutenant General
James Doolittle regarding the 8th Air Force. The
“Mighty Eighth™ had been stationed at airbases
scattered throughout southeastern England since
June of 1942, At the height of its military prowess
this airborne force was capable of sending in excess
of 2,400 fully loaded B-17 “Flying Fortress™ aircraft
into the heartland industrial belt of Germany.

With Adolf Hitler's Thousand Year Reich in ruins,
the 8th was relieved of its European mission and
reassigned to the Pacific Theater of Operations.
Simultaneously, the B-17 had been re-classified a
“medium bomber” and would be replaced by B-29
“Super Fortress™ capability.

Once operations had been established in the Pacific,
Doolittle was perfecting plans to send as many as
3,000 B-29 “heavy bombers” over the Japanese
Islands, each carrying a payload of 20,000 pounds
of bombs.

This change in air war venue, from Europe to the
Pacific, brought change in Sidney. Back in January,
Monarch had announced receipt of a $6,000,000



contract for the production of Rolls Royce Merlin
aircraft engine “power take-off™ generators, for use
by the Royal Air Force in Great Britain.
was the sole manufacturer in the country of this
particular product, but now afier only a few months
of production, the Air Transport Service Command

of the Army Air Force was
canceling the coniract. As
a result, 270 workers were
scheduled to be laid off.

This shift in employment
emphasishadbeenanticipated.
As soon as these out-of-work
individuals received their
final paycheck, they began
to undergo  “conversion
training” as administered
by the U. 8. Employment
Service, funded by the War
Manpower Commission,

This

pool of retrained

waorkers was available when,

Monarch
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several weeks later,

C. D. Beck surprised the community by announcing

the immediate need of “between 200 and 250 men™
= more than a doubling of his Sidney work force —

to help manufacture two
new models of buses at
his main factory located
at the end of Short Clinton
Street.  This expansion
had been planned before
the onsct of the war, but
after the attack on Pearl
Harbor it was shelved “for
the duration.” WNow, the
country more than ever
needed a new generation
of inter-city coaches, and
up-dated designs for Beck
Mainliners and Beck
Steeliner buses were the
right product for the right
time,

As the balmy nighis
of June changed to the
warm days of July, a new

ANNOUNCEMENT

We Are Now Manufac-
turing Aluminum Cooking

Utensils. Many Openings
For Skilled and Unskilled

Men and Women Workers

In Our Foundry, Polishing,

Wrapping and Shipping
Departments

THE WAGNER MFG. (0.

W.M.C. Reg:

dynamic was in motion everywhere. After years
of scrap metal drives, rationing and all too many
telegrams from Washington, D. C.,
battle deaths, the daily headlines were forecasting
peace and a return to normalcy.
this change in lifestyle, the government granted

announcing
In anticipation of

Copeland Refrigeration priority
assistance in the acquisition of
material for the manufacture of
2,500 home refrigerator motors.
At the Wagner Manufacturing
Company plans were
underway for the resumption
of the production of aluminum
cooking ware. Catching this
wave of optimism, Uhlman’s
Department Store found cause
to advertise ‘“hundreds of
formerly rationed shoes™ would
be available for $3.50 per pair
during a 12-day “ration free”
period of time.

VJ Day — Victory over Japan — August 15, 1945

The anticipation of VE Day had aroused hope to
those stationed west of the longitude of Hawaii, but,

in general, elation was lacking
throughout the Pacific. It
was common knowledge that
sooner, rather than later, the
mainland of Japan had to be
subdued. Studies conducted
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff
suggested they could only
make an educated guess
considering the fanaticism
displayed by the enemy on
the field of battle — the battle
death count associated with
the invasion of Japan could
possibly eclipse all other
American casualty lists in the
Europeanand Pacific Theatres
of Operations combined.
The number being whispered
about by those in the know
was in excess of one million.
To many soldiers, airmen



and sailors, the expectation
of returning home in the next
several years was a reflection
of their oft-recited slogans --
“Home alive in 43, “Back
in the sticks in 46, “Back
to heaven in ‘47" and “The
Golden Gate in 48,7

Fortunately, the deadly ground

FORMERLY RATIONED

LEATHER SHOES

~NOW-

RATION FREE

OPA Release No. 107 Rotion Free
From Aug. 17 To Septid Inc.

announced the count of “those
killed in action™ had reached
58, six more than the total
on VE Day. Thirteen more
uniformed troops had died in
non-combat related accidents.
This tally of 71 was considered
semi-official, since it would be
months and even years before
the final count could be made.

invasion of Japan never saw

the light of day, for in August || FORMERLY

the bombs fell: “Little Boy™ VALUES OMLY . .
on Hiroshima on the éth and
“Fat Man" over MNagasaki thiagept :Im

on the 9th, and six days later _.um
representatives of the Empire
of Japan signed terms of
surrender on the deck of the
battleship USS Missouri, lying
at anchor in Tokyo Bay.

For weeks the good news had been listed on the front
page of the Sidney Daily News: Tom Van Etten was
returning home from England, Melvin Gierhart from
the South Pacific, Orville Rickey from Stalag 11-D
POW camp in Germany, Virgil Baker from India,
Frank Wurstner from laly and William Zorn from
Africa. Their varied points of departure gave true
definition to the universal nature of the war, Each
returned-home veteran was invited to participate
in the parade celebrating VJ Day, scheduled to be
observed on Wednesday, August 15.

Many people could not wait for the parade. As soon
as the official word was received, the community
resonated to the euphonic sounds of “sweet deep-
toned bells, factory whistles and automobile horns
buttoned down,” and all the while squads of boys
circled the square, dragging tin cans behind their
bicycles.

The parade took a full 45 minutes to pass by the
viewing stand. Following the requisite speeches,
the festival nature of the occasion was subdued
by the formal dedication of the Honor Roll, which
now contained the names of more than 3,000
Shelby County men and women “who have seen
service.” A calm enveloped the crowd when it was

$5 te $6.95 HOW

Come In And E-I-cll Ooe Or
More Pailr Now-RATION FREE

UHLMAN’S

The immediate post-war era
was awash with sentiments of
hope, change and confusion.
Lend-lease shipments were
brought to an abrupt end
by order of President Harry
Truman, and already the
*Arsenal of Democracy™ was
beingre-convertedtopeacetime
production, meaning canned
foods, tires, durable goods and gasoline would soon
again be available. Good news indeed, but the other
side of this coin meant the cancellation of Army and
MNavy contracts would force an estimated five million
American workers into unemployment lines.

...53.50

The day following V] Day, Shelby County retumed
to work. As its citizens looked back to that then-
distant Sunday in December 1941, no two individuals
could relate to similar experiences or thoughts.
Historians were given a new topic to evaluate and
analyze. Indeed, books on the subject are still being
published today, almost seven decades after the
cessation of hostilities.

Perhaps Monarch Machine Tool Company brought
closure 1o the issue by its sponsorship of a large
August 16, 1945, advertisement prepared under
the auspices of the Treasury Department of the
War Advertising Council. In huge, bold letters, the
headline read both simply and succinctly:

THANK GOD,
IT’S OVER!
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
125 Years Ago — 1886 — March
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (12TH) — About 6 weeks ago the warehouse of Louis
Lanfrom, on Oak street, was entered and a lot of hides stolen.
On Tuesday, while hauling corn from the farm of Fred Martz, in
this township, 5 sheep pelts, identified as Lanfrom’s property,
were found....We are in the receipt of a letter from someone at
Kirkwood, replying to what our regular correspondent said about
the school closing. If the writer will give us his name in place of
his initials, so we may know who wrote the letter, we will publish
the letter.

TAWAWA — We see droves of wild geese passing over here,
going north...Last Saturday night some parties visited J. C. C.
Laughlin’s sugar camp after he had gone to the house, started the
fire in the furnace, cooked chickens by boiling in the kettles of
sugar water. We judge there was more sugar than salt, as the
kettles contained plenty of syrup in the morning. Boys, don’t
repeat the offence, or we will tell who you are. Another thing-
you might get a foul stomach. We give you credit for not injuring
anything at the camp, but don’t approve of the kind of
conduct...A.E.Cory, of Degraff, died on last Saturday and was
buried on Tuesday. He represented this county at one time in the
Legislature, and was a good Democrat.

KIRKWOOD REPLY - Kirkwood, March 19, 1886...Ed.
DEMOCRAT: Your Kirkwood correspondent in his items of 2
weeks ago said that the school at this place closed a few weeks
ago on “account of some of the larger boys who refused to mind
the teacher.” Is he aware of the great injustice he is doing the
Board at this place by making such as assertion? Whoever heard
of a Board of Directors allowing a school to close and thus
depriving 40-50 children of school advantage simply because
“some of the larger boys refused to mind the teacher”? If your
correspondent had taken the trouble to ascertain the facts, or had
consulted the entire Board, his report would have been very
different: at least such is the judgment of one who knows
something of the FACTS.

SIDNEY (26TH) — Dr. H.E. Beebe is preparing to build a house
on his premises north east of town...George Kah, jr, is preparing
to build a house at the corner of West & Court streets...The
electrical fire alarm apparatus is partly in working order, and will
be completed next week...During the coming summer William
Piper will erect a 2 story brick building on ground immediately
south of his store. The house will be 125x36 feet, the first floor
to be of one room which Mr. Piper will occupy. On account of a
scarcity of brick the improvement will delay several
months... The committee appointed to look after a new location
for a fair ground will report to-morrow in favor of the Wells
farm, a mile north of town. There are 60 acres of the farm which
are admirable adapted to the purpose and which can be had at a
reasonable sum. The plat is so situated as to give entrances on
two pikes, and can accommodate a half mile track which will not
interfere with the other departments.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years Ago — 1911 — March
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY - Another step toward solving the C.H. & D. car
robbery cases, where by several Sidney merchants have lost
heavily, was taken Saturday evening when J.H. Woodward,
special agent for the C.H. & D. railroad arrested Guy Crawford,
19 of Dayton. Crawford confessed, it is said, and gave all the
details of 3 car robberies. He implicated George and Jake Groll,
known as the Katzenjammer Kids, who were arrested a few days
ago. The method of procedure, according to Crawford, was to
board the trains in the Dayton yards and throw out the goods
stolen after the train was in motion. They would then return and
gather up the loot. Crawford is the 7t person arrested since the
investigation was begun. Two of the boys arrested, John
Melhard and Ansley McDonald, who were sent to the house of
detention escaped from that place Saturday morning.

SIDNEY - Sunday evening Rev. Armington will consider in the
Methodist church the Greeves Bill. The bill making Sunday base
ball legal in Ohio. Do we want this bill? Does the laboring man
desire or need such a Sunday as the bill allows? Mr. Greeves is a
Catholic, does the Catholic church plead for such a Sunday? If
so, what shall be done about it? Should Gov. Harmon sign it?
What if he does?...The members of the Olla Podrida club held
quite an interesting meeting with Miss Elsie Piper on north Ohio
avenue Tuesday evening. The club has been studying Barnbay
Rudge by Charles Dickens and the program for last evening’s
session consisted of a very interesting review on the last half of
the book by Hazel McCune and Marguerite Goode. During a
delightful social hour the hostess served refreshments.

SIDNEY (17t%) — Earl D. Clark, of this city, has taken a bottling
Agency of the Cherry-Cheer Company and is given the exclusive
bottling agency for Shelby county. He will locate his bottling
works at the rear of his residence on Pike street where he will
bottle all the preparations put up by the Cherry-Cheer Company,
the Cherry-Cheer, orangeade, mint fire, etc., and deliver them to
all customers in Sidney. He will also ship goods to all the
neighboring towns.

ANGEL STREET (31ST) — A concert was given at Chas.
Snow’s Saturday night by Roy Proutsman and his father to a
company of neighbors numbering 42 persons. Roy has a good
Edison machine and is a connoisseur at picking out good
records...Melzina Horning and daughter visited Mrs. May M.
Woods Tuesday and incidentally sought for greens on the route.
Mrs. Horning met with a very unpleasant accident on the way,
having torn her new seal skin wrap, past mending...A happy
family gathering took place at the beautiful Haslup home on
Main avenue in celebration of the birthday of William Haslup.
The dinning room presented a pretty picture in its dainty color
scheme of pink and white, tastefully carried out with pink azaleas
and pink candles. An elaborate four course dinner was served
after which the remainder of the evening was given to social
pleasures. Miss Maude Haslup added to the evening’s
entertainment with several vocal selections.
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