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GO GREEN!!! 

If your are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Welcome 

New Member: 
Michelle Geissbuhler, Worthington, OH 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

We Get Mail! 
Dear SCHS, 
I enjoyed the recent article by Jon Hulsmeyer and Betty Fridley 
on the history of Anna.  I  look forward to future articles 
spotlighting other Shelby County villages. 
  Marguerite R., Dayton, OH 
 
Dear SCHS, 
Please renew my subscription to Historical Highlights for another 
year.  I am a Sidney native, although I have spent most of my life 
here in Northwest Indiana, I enjoy your publication very much! 
  Alice L., Crown Point, IN 
 
Dear SCHS, 
For all that the Shelby County Historical Society does, we 
welcome the opportunity to become Legacy Partner Members. 
  Darrell and Faye S., Sidney, OH 
 
Dear SCHS, 
It is always a pleasure to see Historical Highlights in my mail.  I 
enjoy the articles and appreciate the time spent by those of you 
who make it such a delight and make such wonderful programs 
available to the people of Shelby County. 
  Janet A., Landenberg, PA 

Voices of Shelby County Villages:  

Past and Present 
 Were you born and raised in Shelby County?  If so you 
may probably feel that you have a working knowledge of the 
history of Shelby County.  I am sure you know what 
community in Shelby County was once called Big Head, or 
where Speer’s Station was located, or what was the largest 
industry in Maplewood? 
 If you do not know the answers to all of these questions 
you might want to visit the Ross Historical Center for the 
Society’s newest exhibit “Voices of Shelby County Villages: 
Past and Present” Opening Monday, April 30, 2012, running 
through July 2012. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

January Volunteer Info: 
21 Volunteers 
125 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for January: 
 

Marjorie Brackney 

And  

Cheryl Michael 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you!  

In January, 221 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’  
“Out of the Past”   

hidden clues this month:  
1. Sidney (25)-1887 was the first year 

Ground Hog Day was observed.  
     2.  Jackson Center (23)-Steve Holcomb is 

a current bob sled champion. 
The first clue was found by:  

Larry Roettger  
 

 
 
 
 

The clue will be found 
ONLY in the “Out of the 

Past” section.  

Botkins 

Dinsmore Township 

By: Brad Reed 
 

 Richard Botkin was born in Morgan County, Virginia, came to Hamilton County, Ohio, in 
1803, and moved to Shelby County in 1832.  He married Elizabeth Short in Hamilton County in 
1829; and after her death in 1839, married Jane Elliott, daughter of Cornelius Elliott, in 1840.  Miss 
Elliott had come to Shelby County from Licking County. 
 Shortly after coming to what is now Botkins, Richard Botkin built a log house and a barn.  
Later he built a frame house, which was the first in miles around.  In 1854, Richard gave the right-of-
way for one mile north and one mile south for the Dayton and Michigan Railroad, later the CH&D, 
and later yet the B&O.  He graded a mile of it with horse and oxen.  Botkin died in 1858, but saw the 
first train pass, having been helped from his bed in his last illness to see it.  After his death, the 
village was incorporated and named Botkins as requested in his will. 
 The railroad had significant influences on the early history of the village.  Rail passenger 
service allowed day trips to Lima, Dayton, and Cincinnati.  At one point, as many as three hotels 
served travelers.  One of those hotels, the Shelby House, is now the museum of the Botkins 
Historical Society. 
 With the decline of passenger rail service, however, the hotels 
closed.  The railroad focused on the transportation of manufactured 
goods from industrial centers in the Great Lakes region to populations 
all over the eastern United States.  The railroad is still a busy line, but 
stops are now limited to the Tru-Pointe complex where grain is milled.  
Kitchen Queen Flour was made here in the early days. 
 The post office was established in 1877 with Hiram Varner as 
postmaster.   

 Agriculture and agribusiness continues to be the largest segment 

of the local economy, with grain milling, seed, feed, and farm equipment 

service and supplies dominating the landscape. 
Biscuit Cutter   

Photo by Pat Diehl 
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 It was Tuesday, March 2, 1937, at 
9:48 A.M. just after a class change at the 
Anna Village School, Anna, Ohio.  There 
was a loud noise and the building shook as 
things in the rooms fell to the floor.  
Everyone evacuated the building as quickly 
as possible, and all were safe.  It had been 
an earthquake at 4.9 on the Richter scale.  
 Anna, located in west central Ohio 
in Shelby County, has had many recorded 
earthquakes over the years, but not as 
severe as this one.  The students stayed 
across the street until the parents in town 
came to pick them up and the rural students 
went home in school busses.  The teaching 
staff and some of the older students went 
back into the building to recover some 
items, and they observed large cracks in the 
walls and in some cases “straight through 
the roof.”  The school board assembled and 
decided that the school was unsafe.  In 
1926, the new white brick school had just 
been rebuilt as an addition to the old 1883 
building.  The home economics teacher 
recalled that her students were learning to 
knit; and as the girls left the class rather  

hurriedly, one student took her knitting 
with her but left the ball of yarn in the 
room with the thread trailing out of the 
building.  Years later in recorded 
interviews with the former students, many 
such humorous stories were told. 
 Many chimneys were shaken from 
the roofs, and some items and plaster were 
on the floor of the houses.  Luckily there 
were no reports of injuries.  The State 
examined the school building and deemed 
it condemned. 
 The board of education decided to 
hold classes the following Monday in the 
two churches in town, but early Tuesday 
morning at 12:45 A.M. a second quake hit 
the small village with a 5.4 on the Richter 
scale.  This quake left the village almost 
“chimneyless,” and the churches were 
damaged.  A village grocery had a mess 
with merchandise falling to the floor; 
headstones in a cemetery were turned at 
their base, and the flow of water, oil and 
gas flows were interrupted.  One resident 
told the story of how he had an old clock 
that hadn’t run for years.  After the first 
quake it began to run again and after the 
second quake it stopped.  

75757575thththth    Anniversary of the 1937 Earthquakes in Anna, OhioAnniversary of the 1937 Earthquakes in Anna, OhioAnniversary of the 1937 Earthquakes in Anna, OhioAnniversary of the 1937 Earthquakes in Anna, Ohio    
By Paul WorkmanBy Paul WorkmanBy Paul WorkmanBy Paul Workman    

1937-38   Barracks that were brought in  

Anna School 1927 
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  Fifteen residents along the main 
streets of the village offered one room of 
their house for the purpose of holding 
school from March 15 to May 28.  Staff 
members strung a line from house to house 
for the use of a PA system, and the high 
school students changed classes by going to 
another house.  The main highway through 
the village was closed off for a space for 
recess and gym activities. 
 During the summer while the old 
building was being torn down, the War 
Department of the United States granted 
the use of CCC (Civilian Conservation 
Corps) barracks, and they were transported 
from Sidney to Anna in time for school to 
start.  They were placed on school 
property, and the students held classes 
there for the 1937-38 school year.  There 
were 18 classrooms grades 1-12.  The 
barracks had rafters and studs showing with 
no insulation; therefore, each room had a 
potbelly stove which had to be started 
every morning. 
 The Federal Government through the 
Public Works Administration granted 
$67,500. for the construction of a new 
building, the community passed a $55,000. 
bond issue and the board of education 
collected a $30,000 settlement on an 
earthquake policy that had only been in  

force for four and one-half years. 
 The new building was being built 
while the students had classes in the 
barracks; and nine months after the first 
excavation operation had begun, the pupils 
and teachers of the Anna Village School 
were permitted to enter and start the new 
school year on September 6, 1938.  It was 
noted that the footers were exceptionally 
heavy and of reinforced concrete; the 
lower walls were seventeen inches thick 
and tied together with header courses of 
brick work.  All steel girders and joists 
were securely anchored.  The structure 
was erected to withstand tremors which 
may happen in the future years.  This 1938 
building is still used by the middle and 
high school students of the Anna Local 
Schools, and a number of additions have 
been added over the years to help 
accommodate growth. 
 A 45 minute silent 16 mm home 
movie was taken by two teachers from 
1936-1939. In 2004, Paul Workman from 
Anna, started a project to place the old 
film on DVD for posterity. The film has 
been restored and was mainly of students 
who were in school during those years and 
their activities.  A packet entitled "Anna 
School - Before and After the 1937 
Earthquakes" is available for sale and 
contains two DVD's and a twenty-four 
page booklet describing them.  The first 
DVD is "Anna Earthquakes Impact on 
Schools" and includes the 1926 school, 
homes and barracks after the earthquakes 
and the newly built 1938 school. There is 
a view of the large crack in the gym and 
many scenes of the village. The second 
DVD has interviews of persons who were 
students at the time and witnessed the 
earthquakes.  To purchase this packet, you 
can go to the web site:  
http://home.roadrunner.com/~workman/    
Paul Workman 
Retired teacher/Anna earthquake historian 

Crack in the schools wall. 
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 Ivana Culjkovic Ratermann was born and lived in Montenegro.  
She attended the Fine Art Academy and is one class shy of her 
Masters degree in fine arts and painting. 
 She ended up in Kosovo working as a language translator for 
the US Forces and also working at Gracanica Monastery, which is 
known as one of the sanctuaries of the Orthodox Church, doing icon 
restoration.  
 She met her husband, Joe Ratermann, in Kosovo in 2002, while 
he was working in the military for the US.  They married then moved 
to Texas in 2003 but continued to travel to Korea, Germany, Virginia, 
and Washington State with the military in the years to follow.  While 

in Washington State Ivana (pronounced Evana) worked on painting restoration. 
 In 2011 her husband retired from the military and they moved to Sidney, where 
her husband is from originally.  They wanted to come to Sidney so their children could 
be educated at Holy Angels and Lehman. 
 Ivana has volunteered for the Society during our Immigration exhibit.  She 
presented her experiences of immigration to students during the student tours in 
February.  She is also going to undertake cleaning and restoration of some of the oil 
paintings owned by the Society.  “Cleaning and restoring paintings is a cathartic 
experience for me, it is meditative,” says Ivana.  She is looking to start a business of art 
restoration here in Sidney. 

 
                                                                    ****** 

 

 Sushama Sathe moved to New York city with her 
parents in 1979 from New Delhi, India.  Her father was 
working with the international airline Air India at JFK Airport 
where he remained for four years. 
 Sushama met and married her husband, Dilip, in New 
York in 1980.  Soon after Dilip started working for Copeland/
Emerson and they moved to Sidney in April of 1980.  The 
couple went on to have two sons, Rahul and Amul, born at 
Wilson Hospital. 
 The Sathe family continued to live in Sidney until 2006 
when they moved to Bangkok, Thailand for four years.  They 
are now back in the US and living in Troy.  Sushama says, 
“I’m living in Troy but I still call Sidney my home.”  
 Like Ivana, Sushama has volunteered to talk to students 
during our Immigration exhibit this past February. 

jxÄvÉÅx axã iÉÄâÇàxxÜájxÄvÉÅx axã iÉÄâÇàxxÜájxÄvÉÅx axã iÉÄâÇàxxÜájxÄvÉÅx axã iÉÄâÇàxxÜá    

Ivana Culjkovic-

Ratermann 

Sushama Sathe 
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Coming to 

America 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago – March – 1887 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 
SIDNEY (4th) – Keller’s Great Ghost Mystery Co., of 
Philadelphia, will show in Sidney at Johnston’s store room, east 
side of square, commencing Monday night, March 7th…The east 
basement of the Metcalf & Bunnelle building is being fitted for 
an agricultural implement and oil stand, in charge of J. Partington 
& the Miami Valley Oil Company…Card of Thanks – To the 
Ladies of Sidney – We wish to tender our heartfelt thanks for the 
noble way in which you helped as with our banquet.  Feeling that 
no matter when God calls us in the future, we will always 
remember, with pleasure, our noble friends of Sidney.  With our 
heart full of gratitude to you we remain yours for heaven, Capt. 
Andrew Frazer-Cadet Clark, in Command of the Salvation Army, 
Sidney Ohio.  Married February 27, 1887, T. Buirley, of Green 
township & Emma M. Mitchell of Salem township.  
 
TWIN OAK (11th) – A Regiment composed of 5 debaters from 
Twin Oak Debating Society, made an attack upon the fort of 
North Salem Debating Society Saturday evening, March 5.  After 
about 4 hours of steady firing the fort was surrendered to the 
regiment from Twin Oak.  A similar contest is to take place 
Saturday evening, March 19, at school. 
 
SIDNEY – The 49th Congress closed the 8 years of unbroken 
service of the Hon. Ben. LeFevre, the representative of this 
district.  In the finest room in our Monumental building, 
dedicated to Shelby county fallen heroes, where their names are 
gilded on a marble tablet, is the public library.  During General 
LeFevre’s Congressional life he has sent to it as choice work as 
he could procure at Washington; his latest comprising 433 
volumes, bound in leather, of the doings of the 45th, 46th, 47th and 
49th Congresses and bound Congressional records, and every 
number of the patent office’s Gazette for the year 1887.  The 
town council of Sidney has passed resolutions of thanks tour 
retiring Congressman for the favors and for this last act of 
putting it permanently on the catalogue for the future ones. 
 
SIDNEY (18th) – If you have a mare you wish to breed, The 
Norman stallion takes the lead; then come and see my pretty sire, 
which to see is to admire.  Twenty-five dollars is my price, for 
service of a horse so nice, but I ask you for no truck, until your 
cold will stand and suck.  Bayonne is an imported French horse, a 
beautiful dapple grey; 7 years old and weighs 1,650 pounds.  He 
has proven himself by his colts at Findlay, Ohio, to be one of the 
first breeders of the state. The horse will make the season at our 
farm 3 ½ miles east of Sidney.  O.O. Murray, Proprietor. 
 
PLATTSVILLE – If you come right to the Home Nursery, 2 
miles south of Plattsville, select and take trees to suit you so as to 
save agents per cent., traveling expenses, packing, hauling or 
shipping, we can furnish good, healthy trees, 2-4 years old.  
Eighty leading varieties to select from at 10 cents each.  Pears, 
cherries, quinces, apician, peach, plum, grapes and berries.  Come 
and see us.  Home Nursery – Plattsville, Shelby Co., Ohio. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – March – 1912 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

ANNA (1st) – The entertainment given by the children of the 
Anna public schools, was a success in every way.  A large 
attentive audience was entertained.  The sale of tickets amounted 
to $50.00.  After all expenses there was about $25.00 left.  This 
amount will be used for school supplies. 
 

RUSSIA-Our neighbor school, known as the Huffman School 
visited our school Friday.  During their visitation a ciphering 
match was held.  The visitors defeated.  Come again boys, but 
with little more rapidity of the chalk. 
 

SIDNEY – A deal was consummated this week for the purchase 
of the south building of the Mary L. Poultry plant, in east Sidney 
by P. M. Gastineau, of this city, and J. L. Inskeep of Piqua.  The 
two men purchased the property of D. R. Hulsart, who has 
owned the property for the past few years since it was sold by the 
trustees of the Laughlin estate.  The interior of the mammoth 
building – which is 537 feet in length, will be converted into an 
up to date packing house as quickly as possible.  Gastineau & 
Inskeep are to engage in the packing business on a large scale.  
Mr. Inskeep is an experienced man at the packing business, 
having been engaged in the business for over 30 years. 
 

OHIO (8th) – All the Presidential candidates for President when 
compared with their predecessors are overzealous, but the fight 
between Roosevelt & Taft grows fiercer with each succeeding 
day.  The dignity of the position has been cast to the winds and it 
is now a fight to the finish.  The question now is shall we observe 
the time honored precedent established by Washington and his 
predecessors, or shall we Mexicanize our nation by bowing to 
individual ambitions…The Constitutional Convention has finally 
adopted a section, or rather several sections, providing for the 
regulation of the liquor traffic, which fails to satisfy either side.  
In fact if ratified by the people at the polls it leaves the question 
in a more uncertain situation in Ohio than it ever has been 
before. 
 

SIDNEY – The meeting of the Camp Fire Girls and Boys was 
held in the basement of the M. E. church Wednesday afternoon 
from 3:30 to 4:30.  There was a very good attendance and after 
roll call the children played games and then took lessons in Camp 
Life, Hygiene & Nature…  The Sidney baseball team has learned 
the field belonging to Chris Timeus just west of the Timeus 
home opposite Tawawa Lake and will use it for a baseball 
grounds the coming season.  The diamond was marked off 
Wednesday and the work of placing the grounds in readiness for 
the opening game will begin at once. 
 

FT. LORAMIE – Adolph Raterman, August Wise, J. D. 
Inderrieden, B. J. Wuebker, J. B. Ratermann, Emil Seigel, John 
Albers, John Borger, John Walkup, Sr., John Seger, Joseph 
Reiger, John H. William, John Bramlage & Henry Tecklenburg, 
all residents of Loramie have filed a petition in court to have the 
name of that village changed to Ft. Loramie.  The change is 
asked for on account of the post office at that place being 
changed to Ft. Loramie by the government recently to avoid 
confusion.  

7 



 

Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

 

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi 
Vice-President:  Jim Hall 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:          Rich Wallace 
Treasurer:        Tom Seving 
Trustees:          Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
                        Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb Van Tilburgh 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:        Anne & Dean Morrow, Albert Dickas, Sharon Mohrbacher 

NON  PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SIDNEY, OH 45365 

PERMIT #31 

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Darrell and Faye Spangler         Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    
The UPS Store    US Bank      Rich & Susan Wallace       Wilson Memorial Hospital 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 
Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


