
 

Historical Highlights March 2013 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

               
FaceBook:  

Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, 

please submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 

Rent the  
Ross Center  

for  
    

                    Meetings Meetings Meetings Meetings ----    PartiesPartiesPartiesParties    

Weddings Weddings Weddings Weddings ----    ReunionsReunionsReunionsReunions    

Speaking EngagementsSpeaking EngagementsSpeaking EngagementsSpeaking Engagements    
                

Contact us for more infoContact us for more infoContact us for more infoContact us for more info! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
Yearly 

$25 Individual 
$30 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 

The Society has created an opportunity for local businesses and 
individuals to sponsor a particular event, program or activity on the Society’s 
2013 calendar. The sponsor will be able to identify directly with an event and 
receive all the publicity. Events typically draw up to 200 attendees.  
Opportunities are available to advertise your business or product in connection 
with the activity. 

2013 is an important anniversary year.  The Society has a number of 
exciting and innovative programs on the Civil War, the great flood of 1913 and 
other subjects.  2013 program sponsors who have signed up to date include 
Emerson Climate Technologies, Freshway Foods, the Monumental Building 
Trustees, Tradewinds Financial Group, Inc. and the Shelby County Bar 
Association.  Contact the Society for further details. 

SponsorshipsSponsorshipsSponsorshipsSponsorships    

The Great Flood of1913: Could it Happen Again?!The Great Flood of1913: Could it Happen Again?!The Great Flood of1913: Could it Happen Again?!The Great Flood of1913: Could it Happen Again?!    

When: Tuesday, March 26, 2013 @ 7 P.M.When: Tuesday, March 26, 2013 @ 7 P.M.  

Where: The Sidney First Methodist ChurchWhere: The Sidney First Methodist Church  

                      230 E. Poplar St., Sidney230 E. Poplar St., Sidney  

This event is sponsored by: 

     Emerson Climate Technologies  
which uses its knowledge of the past to  

address the challenges of today and the future. 

 In commemoration of the 100th anniversary of one of the most devastating 

natural disasters in Ohio's history, the Shelby County Historical Society will present 
a discussion about the 1913 flood. 

 It will feature talks by Scott Trostel, of Fletcher, and Mark Burdiss, of 
Sidney.  Trostel is the author of "And Through the Black Night of Terror: The 1913 

Flood in the Northern Miami Valley," a book about the flood and its aftermath in five 

counties north of Dayton. He will discuss the impact the quickly rising waters had 
on transportation, communication, utilities, business and daily life.  The historical 

society provided Trostel with much of his information when he was writing the book 
during 2012. 

 Burdiss is the director of the Shelby County Emergency Management 
Agency.  He will talk about plans that are in place today to respond to natural 

disasters, plans that should prevent the widespread destruction that made the 1913 

flood such a catastrophe.  
 The presentation is free and open to the public.  For information, call the 

historical society at 498-1653. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

January Volunteer Info: 
22 Volunteers 
199 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for January: 
Marj Brackney 

Jeanne Schlagetter 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In January,  213 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue: 

Jackson Center (10th) Patricia Francis 
wasn’t around that long ago! 

The clue was found by: 
Patricia Francis 

 
 
 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!    
  

Dear Membership Clerk: 
 Sidney is my hometown, although I have lived in Indiana most of my life.  It’s always interesting to read 
about Sidney in the 19th and 20th century.  I recall relatives talking at great lengths, for instance, about the 1913 
flood. 
   Sincerely, 
    Alice Lauterbur 
 
Dear Tilda, 
 As we promised in October of 2012, we have moved to the Legacy Partner Level as we renew our society 
membership.  
 We support the Society even though we haven’t lived in Sidney since we both graduated from Sidney High 
School in 1960.  The Shelby County Historical Society is very special to us for several reasons.  We were both born 
and raised in Sidney and have many relatives still in the area.  As retired teachers, we value the programs that the 
Society provides, especially those for children.  How wonderful that young people from all over Shelby County are 
brought together for events such as Pioneer Day.  Whenever we are in Sidney there is always something interesting 
happening at the Ross Historical Center.  Therefore we want to assure that this continues for the future generations. 
 Thank you for all that you, your board, and volunteers do to make the Society important to the community 
and to those of us who look forward to reading the newsletter each month. 
   Sincerely, 
    Roger and Pamela Shoffner 
 

Dear Tilda, 
 Thank you for hosting such a wonderful program (Coming to America) for our 5th graders.  The kids enjoyed 
learning and seeing the artifacts of our immigrants.  The volunteers were wonderful and very knowledgeable.  We 
are so very, very fortunate to have such a valuable resource in our community.  Thanks for all you do. 
   Kathy DeVelvis and Natalie Stewart 
   Sidney Middle School 
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Welcome New Members: 

Dennis and Patti Boshears, Sidney, OH 
Tom and Angie Albers, Anna, OH 

Vance and Linda Stewart, Sidney, OH 
Gary Sutherland, Natick, MA 

Ruth Ann Connell, Chardon, NE 
Jo Ellen Mason, Sidney, OH 

Rudy and Rhonda Keister, Sidney, OH 
Gregg and Sara Mitchell, Sidney, OH 

Patrick Elsass, Sidney, OH  
Stan and Barbara Stewart, Sidney, OH 

Rebecca Anderson, Sidney, OH  
Nancy Brown, Sidney, OH  

Thomas and Lucinda Miller, Sidney, OH 
Dorothy Dickman, Sidney, OH 

Jay and Elanine Sargeant, Sidney, OH 
Rosemary Wiss, Minster, OH 

Jerry and Carolyn Harrod, Botkins, OH 
Bill Ragon, Tipp City, OH 
Tim DeLoye, Sidney, OH 
Kent Smith, Sidney, OH 

John and Debbie Wolfinger, Sidney, OH 
Joe Moniaci, Sidney, OH 

Phil and Bev Lahrmer, Sidney, OH 
Roger and Bobby Bender, Fort Loramie, OH 

Bob and Penny Shoffner, Sidney, OH 
 

New Legacy Partners: 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning, Sidney, OH 

Freshway Foods, Sidney, OH 
Ferguson Construction, Sidney, OH 

Roger and Pamela Shoffner, Perrysburg, OH 

Annual Giving CampaignAnnual Giving CampaignAnnual Giving CampaignAnnual Giving Campaign    
    

 The Shelby County Historical Society would like to give special thanks to Greg and 
Priscilla Wilt for chairing our Annual Giving Campaign.  This campaign will continue until 
the end of March.  Please help us to strengthen our membership across the county.  It is only 
with your help that we will be successful.   
 
 We welcome our new members (listed below) and want them to know how excited 
we are for them to be a part of our family! 



 

 In October 2012, Hurricane Sandy paralyzed the east coast, devastating towns 
with raging flood waters.  Just one hundred years ago on March 24, 1913, Shelby 
County residents watched helplessly as the raging flood water caused the Miami River 
to rise from 8 pm to midnight at a rate of two inches an hour.  It continued to rise 
another two feet by 1 a.m.  We can only draw from our knowledge of storms of today to 
begin to understand what these residents might have felt a hundred years ago. 
 As the waters continued to 
rise, hundreds of Sidney residents 
were driven from their homes. 
Volunteers and members of the fire 
department worked heroically all 
night rescuing residents from trees, 
second floors and roof tops. These 
brave men risked their lives to save 
family and friends from the raging 
flood waters.  It was a miracle that 
not one person drowned in Shelby 
County during this terrifying flood.  
The residents of Miami County did 
not fare as well.  Another small miracle occurred when the dam at the Lewistown 
Reservoir held in place. 
 Shelby County has always been known for its humanitarian ways.  The 
communities that had little or no damage from the flood started collecting relief items to 
be sent to other communities in the region.  These were small communities with big 
hearts.  Anna gathered a railroad car of supplies to be sent to the residents of Troy and 
then partnered with Botkins to gather more aid. 
 Maplewood residents raised over $150 along with gathering enough items to fill a 
box car.  Fort Loramie gathered another car load of relief aid for Piqua and Dayton.  
Many communities found it extremely hard to find a route to get their relief packages 
delivered because so many roads and bridges had been washed away by the flood.  
Houston and Russia had to find a very creative route to get their aid to Piqua. 
 The flood caused disruption with mail delivery, gas and electric service, causing 
people to have to leave their homes looking for food and lodging. 
 The 1913 Flood touched every community in Shelby County.  The destruction 
was devastating.  When it was all said and done only two bridges in Sidney remained 
usable.  43 needed to be replaced. Replacing roads all over the county was the larger 
concern. 
 What would happen if the 1913 flood would happen today?  Join us on March 26 
at the First Methodist Church at 7 p.m. to listen to Scott Trostel tell stories of the heroic 
rescues and the devastation the flood left behind. Mark Burdiss, the county director if 
Emergency Management services, will surprise you when he describes what would 
happen if the 1913 flood occurred today.  This is a don’t miss program.    

The Great Flood of 1913The Great Flood of 1913The Great Flood of 1913The Great Flood of 1913    
Excerpts from “And Through the Black Night of Terror”Excerpts from “And Through the Black Night of Terror”Excerpts from “And Through the Black Night of Terror”Excerpts from “And Through the Black Night of Terror”    

By: Scott D. TrostelBy: Scott D. TrostelBy: Scott D. TrostelBy: Scott D. Trostel    
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During the flood of 1913, debris piled up against the north side  
of the Big Four Railroad Bridge that spanned the Great Miami at what  

is now Custenborder Park.  The debris washed away part of the base of the 
column.  Railroad employees pulled a train with loaded cars across the bridge 
to anchor it.  The waters swirled trying to claim the bridge.  The attempt to  
save the bridge was successful; however, the Big Four railroad line was 

disrupted in other places in and around the city.   

By early Tuesday morning the water was rising at the rate of two inches an hour.  At 
daybreak, the water covered East Court Street, effectively cutting off East Sidney 
from the rest of the city.  The river rose moving west to Miami Avenue and from the 

south water rushing up to the steps of Holy Angels Catholic Church.   



 

Sponsored By: 
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“Coming to America” 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 YEARS AGO – 1888 – MARCH 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 
SIDNEY (2) – I. H. THEDICK’S Wholesale & Retail Dry 
Goods House, will commence on Saturday and continue from 
Day to Day, for 10 days the following sale:  1,500 yards curtain 
scrim, 40 inches wide, at 5 cents.  A yard, worth 10 cents.  Extra 
large bed spread, very handsome, at 75 cents, worth $1.00.  200 
window shades, 7 feet long, with handsome gilt border, and good 
spring fixtures, will sell, during this sale, at 30 cents, worth 50 
cents.  Do not fail to examine our stock of ganache when in the 
store. We have the best assortment at the lowest prices, and a 
quality which will outwear all other brands.  Ladies’ stripped hose 
at 5 cents a pair, worth 10 cents.  100 corsets at 25 cents, worth 
50 cents.  We are receiving new carpets every day, and have them 
from 13 ½ cents a yard and up, and have all colors in carpet 
chain at the lowest price. 
 
SIDNEY (9th) – There is 1,037 interments in Graceland 
cemetery.  The number of burials there since January 1st or in 63 
days is 21.  Beginning with last Saturday and including 
Wednesday there were six interments. These figures both for the 
early part of the year and the five days named represent a greater 
number of interments than ever occurred in the history of 
Graceland cemetery.  
 
SIDNEY (23) – Dr. F. M. Hunt, of this county, graduated from 
the Cleveland Homeopathic College of Medicine Wednesday of 
this week…Henry Cargill, of Port Jefferson, purchased last 
Tuesday, of O. W. Passell, of Flint, Michigan, an imported 
Clydesdale horse…Last Saturday was St. Patrick’s Day.  A 
number of natives from the Emerald Isle in Sidney wore green 
bouquets in remembrance of that good old patron saint. 
 

SIDNEY (23RD)- On the 2nd July, 1885, the Council passed the 
following ordnance:  “That whoever loiters upon the streets, 
street corners, bridges, highways, alleys or sidewalks of said 
village, or about the doors of the post office, or any engine house 
or railway depot, or about the doors, stairway or passage leading 
to any place of worship, public hall, place of amusement or place 
of business within said village, shall, upon conviction, be fined 
not more that $50, or be imprisoned not more than 30 days, or 
both.”  It is nearly three years since the above ordinance went 
into effect.  Loafers have lined the walks, occupied street corners 
and blockaded streets without ceasing, and not an arrest has been 
made.  No greater nuisance exists in SIDNEY than a vulgar, 
gaping crowd of loafers in conspicuous place, where ladies must 
run the gauntlet.  Enforce the ordinance!  Compel loafers to 
move on!   
 

SIDNEY (30TH)-Real Estate Transfers – Sarah A. Caldwell to 
James Caldwell, 79 acres in Washington tp. $800; Job S. Peacock 
to Jacob Shearer, 68.50 acres in Jackson tp. $125; David O. 
Hawver to Jacob Shearer, 64.62 acres in Jackson tp. $3,200; Mary 
F. Doorley  to James Caldwell, 3.65 acres in Washington tp. $275; 
Fred Simpfer to Robert Wolfe, lot 191 in Anna-$75; Louis Kah, 

executor, to Chrislian Shiff, 22 acres in Franklin tp. $430. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – 1913 – March 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (7TH)-W. E. Baumagardner, of Russia, has moved to 
Sidney, and will engage in the implement business in the room 
on Main avenue formerly occupied by S. D. Crumbaugh.  He will 
handle a complete line of farm implements, having been 
appointed agent for the McCormick branch of the International 
Harvester Company and also agent for the Seidell buggy.  Mr. 
Baumgardner was in the implement business in Russia for four 
years the firm being Baumgardner and Francis, and while there 
did an enormous business.  Mr. Baumgardner is an exemplary 
young man and farmers of this community will find him to be a 
straight forward upright business man…During the heavy wind 
storm Saturday night, thirty telephone poles of the American 
Long Distance Telephone company were blown down near 
Swanders.  The poles laid along the road all day Sunday 
preventing the passage of buggies along the road.  A rafter of 
gobblers arrived early Monday morning and was immediately 
taken to the scene and began repairing the damage…Mrs. Ann 
Malcolm, who lives northeast of Sidney, has in her possession a 
deed to the farm on which she lives that was given to her father.  
John Line, soon after he entered the land.  The deed was written 
on Sheepskin and signed by President Andrew Jackson and is 
dated March 12, 1829.  Mrs. Malcolm was born and raised on the 
farm and is now almost 76 years of age and has lived on the farm 
all her life. 
 

MAPLEWOOD (14)- Quite a number of our villagers are sick 
with the grip. 
 

BUNKER HILL-We learn that Sherman Cain has purchased 
the old home place.  We welcome you back home again, old 
boy...Moving is the order of the day.  James Lenox moved from 
the Lippoth farm to the Dilbone farm.  Robert Reed moved 
from the Albert Brown farm to the Lippoth farm and Albert 
Brown moved from Sidney to his farm.  George Argabright 
moved near Sidney last week and Zachariah Starrett and Charles 
Lovett moved to the farm vacated by George Argabright. 
 

BOTKINS-The shout of baseball fan will again find echo at 
Botkins the coming season, the Reds of that place have re-
organized for the season of 1913, by the election of Joseph 
Sheets as president; E. R. Cole, manager; Gus Bush, treasurer; 
Fred Elsass, secretary, R. T. Mertz, of Botkins, was in 
Wapakoneta Saturday morning and reports the above 
organization perfected on Thursday March 6th.  The Botkins Red 
will be hard from well up in forefront with other strong, semi-
professional teams. 
 

SIDNEY (21ST)-Wanted -A good home in the country for a 
strong boy twelve years old, for board and clothes.  Enquire of 
Philip Smith, 127 Court Street…A meeting was held at the 
Knights of Columbus hall Tuesday evening for the purpose of 
organizing a ball team for the coming season.  Charles Hentrich 
was elected as manager of the team and Ed Salm, captain.  They 
will have a good team in the field the coming season and several 
good games can be expected among the local lodges. 
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Newsletter of the  
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to 
miss an issue of Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall Secretary: Rich Wallace Treasurer: Tom Seving 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Doug Allinger, Robert Dobras, Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, and Herb Van Tilburgh 
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Jon Baker  Peg and Steve Baker   Drew and Debbie Barber  Walt & Carol Bennett    Oscar & 
Charlotte Buschman Fund    Continental Express, Inc.    David and Linda DeVelvis  Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning   Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.  William & Karen Feth Ferguson 
Construction    Thomas Francis   Freshway Foods  Matt and Julie Gilardi     Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given   Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Richard and Virginia Henke Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.  Douglas Millhoff    Minster Bank   Joel Phillips      
Primary Eyecare Associates          Quilts for Keeps      Ross Aluminum Foundries    Dave Ross      Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant    
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker  Roger and Pamela Shoffner  Sidney Body Carstar  Sidney Electric    Sidney Manufacturing 
Company   Sidney Tool & Die  Slagle Mechanical Contractors      Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith     Darrell and Faye Spangler     The 
UPS Store         US Bank   Rich & Susan Wallace        Helen Blake Wildermuth   Wilson Memorial Hospital    Greg and 
Priscilla Wilt     Amy Zorn 


