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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome
New Members:
Bart Blake, Sidney, OH

Legacy Partner:
Francis Furniture of Sidney
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society

Legacy Partner:
$300 Individual and Business
$500 Business 101+Employees

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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UNMMENTIONABLES

When: Tuesday, March 4, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m.
Where: Amos Memorial Library

Art Gallery

230 E. North St, Sidney

LALME LOEWENSTEIMN

Unmentionables A

Books will be available for purchase

FACES NEVER FORGOTTEN
The Faces Never Forgotten program is an effort to put a face and a
story to each name on The Wall through the generosity of those willing to
help locate their photos and make financial contributions to build the
Education Center. This program will ensure this vital piece of history will be
remembered and honored by visitors from around the globe for generations.
PUTTING FACES TO THE NAMES
If you have a picture of a loved one or fellow veteran whose name is
on The Wall, please help the Memorial Fund honor these individuals by
putting a face with a name. Regardless of whether or not the Memorial Fund
has a photo of the individual already, we encourage you to submit it
anyway. We are trying to collect as many photos of each individual as
possible.
To submit a photo, send high-quality 8x10 copy only to:
Vietnam Memorial Fund
Attn: Call for Photos
2600 Virginia Avenue NW, Suite 104
Washington, DC 20036




What's New at the Ross Center:

How thrilled we were on a recent afternoon when our work on the Smithsonian exhibit was
interrupted by the appearance of a man with an artifact. Randy Shroyer donated a wonderful mini

time capsule in the form of a small black 1865 diary written in the hand of WHC Goode.

Mr.

Shroyer said that he had had this in his possession since he was a fourteen year-old boy working for
The Way at Whitby Place. While only the first few pages are actually diary-style entries that record
his life as a university student at Ohio Wesleyan in Delaware Ohio, the remaining pages appear to
be more of a ledger and filled with metallurgy information. It is amazing to see the traditional
Sidney names entered as well as the amounts of money that Mr. Goode records for a variety of
purchases from toothbrushes to clover seed to a pair of gloves or hair oil. Since we have just
received this amazing artifact, we have not had time to examine it thoroughly, but it is housed in a

Feth Room display case along with other
artifacts from that similar era. Thank you so
much to Randy Shroyer for thinking of us and
helping us to preserve another small piece of
Shelby County history.

MONTAY
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An entry from the diary of W.H.C. Goode. This
photo is almost actual size.

Randy Shroyer and Faye Spangler looking over the
new addition to the Society’s archives.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Club Meeting: There was no Birthday Club
and the Alcove wasn’t around back then.
Sidney 13th: Dr. Greg House was a
character on a TV show.

The clues were found by:
Mark Deam, Carolyn Haney,
and Chuck Hewitt

) The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

VOLUNTEERS

January Volunteer Info:
21 Volunteers
217 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for January:
Anne Morrow
Marj Brackney

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In January,
210 people participated in SCHS programs.




THE SHELBY COUNTY CHILDREN’S HOME

On the week of March 24, 2014, the old Shelby County Children's Home will be
razed. This article describes how the Children's Home came to be. It is sad to
witness the demolition of this historic Shelby County building.

Have you ever been inside an old
house and wondered - if these old walls
could talk, what stories would they tell? A
tour through the stately old Children’s Home
compels one to ask just that question. If you
listen closely enough, you can almost hear
the laughter of the children mingled with the
staccato issuance of orders by the matron.
The voices represent over 800 children that
resided in the Home over the 79 years it was
in operation. What circumstances compelled
our citizens to build such a magnificent
structure? The story of the Children’s Home
is one born of tragedy and the resulting
commitment of a community to address the
problem.

After the guns of the Civil War fell
silent, 300 Shelby County families were
feeling the effects of the loss of a loved one.
That combined with the short life
expectancies caused by diseases such as
cholera and smallpox made children into
orphans at an early age. The Ohio General
Assembly passed legislation authorizing the
construction of children’s homes in 1866.
Although  surrounding counties  soon
constructed homes, it would be more than 30

years before Shelby County followed suit.

In the meantime, what about the little
children who had no parents? No one
seemed to care. If no relatives were
available to take them in, less than
satisfactory ~ arrangements were made
elsewhere. For years, a number of the
children were kept at the Shelby County
Infirmary, the home for destitute and insane
adults. No one intervened on behalf of the
children. After Logan County completed its
home, no one in Shelby County stepped
forward on behalf of the children to suggest
the construction for a home for them.

On June 26, 1892, a county Board of
Visitors was appointed by Judge Richie to
tour all charitable institutions and report
yearly concerning their condition. On June
6, 1893, the Board rendered its verdict to the
county commissioners: Shelby County
needed a children’s home — its construction
should be a top priority. Politics reared its
ugly head, however. Republicans backed the
issue, which meant the Democrats were of
course opposed. A stalemate appeared
inevitable.

On the left is a view of the Children’s home taken in the early 1900s.
On the right is a photo taken in 2014.




The photo on the left was taken in the
early 1900s and the photo on the right was
taken in February 2014.

In the early 1890s, the General
Assembly passed a law forbidding just what
Shelby County was doing: housing children
in an Infirmary. The Commissioners were
faced with a mandate: comply with the law
and make other housing arrangements for
those in the county’s care. The
Commissioners took steps to transfer 16
children from the Infirmary to the Logan
County Children’s Home at a cost of $1.75
per child per week. Now money was also an
issue. Among those shipped to Bellefontaine
were Shang Effie May, Frank and Fred
Williams, and Carey and Ida Barbee.

Some were left behind. Among them
was little three year old Evelyn Wyford. Her
mother was in the insane ward at the
Infirmary. After some  thought,
Superintendent Guthrie decided to advertise
beautiful, blonde haired Evelyn for adoption.
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Strickland of
Middletown applied, and the adoption was
completed. Evelyn left for a strange town
with her new parents.

Sadly newspaper reports in the
Cincinnati Enquirer of July 1893 stated that
the child had been the target of fits of insane
rage by the adopted mother including having
her tender body being bruised and marked
from head to toe, and around her three year

old throat were the prints of strangling
fingers. The neighbors there had reported
never seeing the child and only knowing of
her presence by the screams of pain. She had
been abused and tortured for every action she
took until finally, the insane woman’s
husband, an engineer on the Big Four
Railway, reported her to authorities as even
he had been afraid of his wife and had not
intervened in the abuse of Evelyn. When
Superintendent Guthrie read of the case, he
rushed to Cincinnati for her rescue, but
several other families anxious to adopt poor
little Evelyn had already come forward.
According to the Children’s Home book later
published by a former resident, Lavern
“Lefty” Bevans, a home for her was found
with J.W. Keefe and his wife. He was also
an engineer with the Big Four Railroad.

Mrs. Strickland disappeared and was
never found or sufficiently punished.

A sense of shame settled over the
community. Government and community
leaders were determined to act so that
nothing like that would ever happen again.
An Advisory Committee consisting of A.J.
Hess, S.L. Wicoff and S.J. Hatfield was
appointed by new Judge J.D. Barnes. Soon,
representatives were touring children’s
homes throughout the state with the intention




J. Duncan owned the land the Children’s Home
was built on between 1895-1897. Map images taken

from the 1875 Shelby County Atlas. It is now considered one of

the most beautiful drives in
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: I . Casting a cloud
over the bid opening in
1894 was sad news
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Frederick Woodruff, the
young son of Bertha
Woodruff of Sidney died in
the Logan County home on
August 29, after his
transfer there from Sidney.
Incredibly, Infirmary
officials in Sidney were not
notified until December 7.
County officials were more
determined than ever to
properly provide for the
children in this county.
County officials
assembled on top of the
beautiful and windswept
hill that was to be the site
of building a children’s home that of the home for the laying of
would be “the finest in the state.” There the cornerstone on May 31, 1895. A box

were of course some obstacles along the containing appropriate documents was
way. A levy issue to raise funds was placed placed behind the cornerstone. On the minds
on the ballot and passed on November 10, of those present must have been Evelyn

1893. (Republicans claimed victory)
The county commissioners also
struggled with site  selection.
Competing were the McCracken,
Fielding, Doorley, Duncan and
Orbison farms. After consulting
landscape architect Herman Haerline | -
of Cincinnati, the 144 acre Duncan
farm was chosen for its commanding
view of the river and the city. A
dispute immediately ensued after the
Commissioners announced their
intention to construct a new road to
the home to be known as the
“Children’s Home Pike.”  Area
residents were bitterly opposed,
complaining the road would be very
“expensive and of doubtful utility.”

This map image was taken from the 1900 Shelby County
Atlas. It reveals the Children’s Home Drive located in
Clinton Township extending towards the main building with
adjacent wings which was constructed in Orange Township.




Wyford and Frederick Woodruff.  This
would be a children’s home to prevent such
cruelties inflicted on helpless children. It
would stand as a hallmark to the commitment
of Shelby County to her children for future
generations.

Over two years would pass before the
home was completed. Thirty-five children
arrived by train from Logan County on
October 15, 1897, to occupy their new home.
It is interesting to note that both black and
white children were accepted into the home
from its founding. The records indicate that
black twins named George Washington and
Daniel Henry were housed in the nursery and
were just learning to walk although they
seldom uttered a word. Another early child
of note was named Frank Allen of Dinsmore
Township, whose stepmother had been fined
$100 and court costs and sentenced to 10
days in jail for beating him in 1897. He was
described as having a damaged arm and sores
all over his body with a baby face so sad that
he saddened all around him.

This 1950s photo was taken inside the
Children’s home.

Besides the main building, there were
two identical cottages built on either side and
connected to the main building with roofed
corridors with glass sides. The cottage to the
north was for the girls and that to the south
for the boys. Each cottage had its own adult
resident called a governess in charge. The
cottages were torn down in 1992.

Indeed the Trustees felt that these
children should be entirely cut off from the
outside world so there were strict regulations.
Visitors were only permitted with a special
pass and then only from 9-11 a.m. and 2-4
p.m. except Saturdays and Sundays. Parents
and relatives would only be permitted visits
from 1-4 the first Thursday of each month.
All mail and any article that was to go out of
the Home or into it could not do so without
the inspection of the Superintendent or
Matron. Visitors noted the docility of the
children so that one wonders if the official
references that refer to them as inmates were
more fitting than the officials knew.

The interior of the old Children’s Home
taken in 2012. Birds have infested the
home due to a deteriorating roof.




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
75 Years Ago — 1939
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (2rd) — MISCELLANEOUS -Received a car of
Pocahontas briquettes on Monday. Phone orders to Main
1135. Fogt & Fleckenstein Inc... Your choice of 31
different mottoes...1 cent Permanent Waves at Herman’s
Beauty Salon, 111 north Main ave., phone Main-1301...
Our regular $2.50 permanent for $1.85 until March 18.
Telephone Union 2558. Princess Beauty Shoppe, 116 V2
north Main ave...It’s easy to borrow money on household

goods, autos or farm chattels. See me personally or phone
Main 1890 C. H. Roman, Office over Sidney Daily News.

SIDNEY (11t) — Highland Recreation Center located on
north Highland street, in this city, was closed yesterday
Matrch 10. The reason given for this action is the fact that
this center, a former grocery store, is too small to
accommodate the large attendance in this neighborhood.
The size of this center is only 20 feet by 20 feet. It is
located directly adjoining the sidewalk on Highland street.
One house is built within 18 inches of the outside wall of
this center. This will be the third season during which a
recreation center has been located in this neighborhood.
During the 1936-37 winter seasons until March 12 of last
year a recreation center was operated in the Cherry Cheer
building, located at the corner of Highland and North
streets.

HOUSTON (16%) — The flu aggravation has been making
the rounds at this place and vicinity the past week or more
but here’s hoping it will “flew” by yours truly. Sabbath last
a sunless, cloudy cool day but the populace paid no
attention to it as autos and pedestrians rambled about,
hither and yon in the same old way. Let the sun enjoy a
holiday occasionally...Don’t forget the Red Cross Blood
Drive on March 30th at the Volunteer Fire Department
starting at noon.

SIDNEY (27%) — Miss Dorothy Wendel, of Coldwater,
sister of Mrs. John Salm, of this city, was named Queen
Grand Lake III during special ceremonies taking place in
Celina Friday evening. Mrs. Kenneth C. Reams, stylist of
this city, with Miss Patty Murphy, of the society
department of the Dayton Daily News and Miss Jeannette
Stolzenbach, society editor of the Lima News, served as the
judges. The new lake queen is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Ed Wendel, and is a senior at Coldwater high school. She
is well known in this city as she frequently is a guest in the
Salm home here. Miss Wendel, who was selected from a
field of eight contestants, will reign over the third annual
Grand Lake festival here in June and will receive her
official title at the coronation ceremonies at that time.

SEHLBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years Ago — March — 1914
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (6t) — Born to Rev. & Mrs. Love, Wednesday, a
daughter Dorothy Amanda...The regular meeting of the
School Board was held Tuesday evening. It was decided to
have spring vacation commencing April 13. Teachers’
examination Friday and Saturday of that week. Prof.
Dollinger was elected on the board of examiners which
now consists of Mrs. Goode, Prof. McVay and Prof.
Dollinger. School will close June 12.

SIDNEY - Fire was discovered under the floor near the
range in the kitchen at the Wagner House last Saturday
evening about 7:11PM. The general alarm was not
sounded although the fire department was notified by
telephone. Fire Chief Hume and assistants carried a couple
of Babcock extinguishers around to the hotel, tore up the
floor and put the fire out by the use of chemicals without
much loss to the hotel building. The water and chemical
fluid however ran through into the store of Sim Hetzler
beneath and ruined about 1800 rolls of wall paper. The
amount of damage in the store has not yet been adjusted.

SIDNEY (20%) — The following buildings received
damage from a horrific fire on Wednesday 18" along the
North side of the square in downtown Sidney. Estimated
Loss, $300,000.00. Estimated Insurance- $200,000.00.
Total Losses: Thedieck’s Department Store, H. Young &
Sons Clothing Store, The Woman’s Wear Store, The
DeWeese Dry Goods Company Store, Dilloway
Photograph ~ Gallery. Building burned: Thedieck's
Department Store, Kah & Young’s, The DeWeese, First
National Exchange Bank Building. Damaged: The Kelsey
Sterline, The Zimpfer, The Pfeil and Citizen National Bank
buildings. Business House damaged: The Crown Cloak
Co., Russell’s Harness Shop, Timeus & Rostron’s Shoe
Store, Bush & Mumford’s Clothing Store, The Colonial
Restaurant, Hoyle’s Jewelry Store, Sarver’s Music Store.
Offices badly damaged: David Oldham’s Law Offices,
Harry Oldham’s Law Office, Wicoff, Emmons & Needles
Law Office, The J. E. Wells Grain Co., Dr. Lester Peppet’s
Office, Earl Nutt’s Law Office, The American Chemical
Co., Former Golden Eagle Lodge Room, Henry Heine’s
living rooms, Western Union Telegraph Co., Kaser &
Bender barber shop. Several club rooms also had losses.

AMUSU CLUB-Mrs. A. M. Brown was hostess to the
members of the Amusu club at her home on south Miami
avenue Wednesday afternoon. During the short business
session the club decided to give three dollars to the Sidney
playground. Mrs. Ed Salm will entertain the club to a tacky
party on April Fools Day and her home on Crescent Dr.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS NON PROFIT ORG.
Newsletter of the U.S. POSTAGE PAID
. . . SIDNEY, OH 45365
Shelby County Historical Society
PERMIT #31
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County %
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from —
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. sciny
Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall ~ Secretary: Rich Wallace
Treasurer: Tom Seving Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, Carleen Pettit, and Faye Spangler

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jennifer Gariety, and Dr. Steve Littleton
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow
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Doug Allinger Richard & Virginia Henke
Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop
Jon Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller

Drew & Debbie Barber Koenig Equipment, Inc

Walt & Carol Bennett Lacal Equipment, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Lochard, Inc.

Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff

David & Linda DeVelvis Minster Bank

Dorothy Love Retirement Community John Minton

Eikenberry Retirement Planning Primary Eyecare Associates
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’s

William & Karen Feth Ross Aluminum Foundries
Ferguson Construction Dave Ross

Francis Furniture Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Matt & Julie Gilardi Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Roger & Pamela Shoffner
Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company
Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth
Wilson Memorial Hospital
Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new
address if you plan to move. We don’t want
to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to
miss an issue of Historical Highlights. The
Post Office will not forward your newsletter
to you, and we will be charged for its return.




