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Timothy Mann
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Individual - $25
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Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
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Join the Shelby County Historical Society as we celebrate

our 2015 “Year of Valor.”

The SCHS’s theme for the upcoming
HONORlNG THOSE WHO SERVE: spring, summer and fall is Celebrate

fﬁ\ll 2015: The Year of Valor. We will
kick off these seasons with a Civil

! | Temperance Lodge 73 F. & A-M. on
A April 25 to commemorate the 150th

P W\ ' : M o
\ Hon or your Hero, add a | amiversary of the end of the Civil
. War. Closely following this event will
Flag to the Field of Valor!

be the opening of a new exhibit,
The Field of Valor will be held at | >2¢/2 County Valor, on May 4, 2013
which will focus on America’s mili-
Custenborder Field, Sidney, Ohio, from
August 31st thru September 6th, 2015

tary experience. Director Tilda Phli-
pot says that it will depict, “the es-
sence of a soldier’s experience rather
than detailing the events of all our conflicts. This will enable us to cover all con-
flicts from the Revolutionary War through today’s actions all over the world.”

Of course in May our regular programming includes Civil War Day at the fair-
grounds for all Shelby County schools as well as Sidney City and both private
schools.

As summer turns to fall we will host a Field of Valor and the Vietnam Traveling
Wall at Custenborder Field in Sidney. The field will feature rows of flags placed to
honor all those who have served. Examples: POW/MIA, deceased soldiers, active
military, former military, law enforcement, firefighters, EMS and first responders.
Flags are on sale now for $30 each and may be purchased through August 28th. A

THEWALL ESCORT

cade will escort
the traveling Wall
AMERICAN VETERAN TRAVELING
TRIBUTE MOTORCYCLE ESCORT

from Wapakoneta
Wednesday, September 2,2015
Departing at 6:30pm
Will meet at the VFW in Wapakoneta, Ohio and escort
the wall to Custenborder Field in Sidney, site of the

== “Field of Valor.”

All motorcycles welcome!

American Veterans Traveling Tribute (AVTT) travels the USA with the Cost of Freedom Tribute
to provide a forum for the members of the community to come together to Honor-Respect-
Remember all those whom we have asked to stand in harm’s way to protect and defend our
great country and freedom as our way of life. They are the true American Heroes and we have an
obligation to pay tribute to them by celebrating the freedoms they fought for and stand to insure.

—
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For more information visit www.shelbycountyhistory.org

in Auglaize
County to Sidney
on Wednesday
evening, Septem-
ber 2nd.

Please join us in
celebrating this
Year of Valor,

and contact us if

you are interested
in volunteering to
help with these
events! We al-
ways welcome
your input and
assistance.




2015 Immigration Days

In February the Ross Historical Center welcomed 600 fifth graders
from across the county to their annual immigration program. Schools
in attendance were Sidney City Schools, Fairlawn, Botkins, Houston,
Christian Academy, Holy Angels & Fort Loramie.

Thank you to our volunteer presenters: Julie Gilardi, Steve KnoufT,
A Jane Jones, Charlotte Puthoff, Faye Spangler, Gary & Bev Mintchell,

Barri Grandey, Cindy Garrett, Jim O’Leary & Pat Mullen.
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@Thank you Freshway
:{or sponsoring our

—
ca. 1840 to 1913

aaaaaaaa

2015 Immigration Program Sponsored

¥
Freshway Foods .

Thanks also to Mr. Ken Sowards of Fort Loramie for allowing us to display
your awesome collection of Native American artifacts during our program!

<hank yo,,,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: January Volunteer Info:
“Hollywood” - Station wagons didn’t have 21 Volunteers
gps in the 1940’s 182 Hours
“Maplewood” - The four reels shown at
the P,ythian Theater were not from the Volunteer gift certificate winners
1940°s for January:

The clues were found by:

Judy Fogt, Cheryl Michael, Pat Francis, Virginia Anne Morrow
Thompson (Sidney), Phil Lahrmer, Jim & Elaine Jeanne Schlagetter
Fitchpatrick & Phil Salm
. Congratulations! Thank you to all

our volunteers! We depend on you!
In January, 387 people
participated in SCHS programs.

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.




Where the dusty trail leads... . Gariety
The October 2014 issue of Historical Highlights contained an article entitled Look at that House... Included in the article
was a photograph of the building with three unidentified persons in the foreground. The following month the identities of
two of the people were revealed by the homeowner who brought a nearly identical image in to the museum. Written on the

It was noted that a marriage between Isaac Large and Susie DeHaven occurred on December 30, 1888 in Shelby County but
that no subsequent records were found. It was surmised that, “Perhaps they were visiting family and the photographs were
taken as they were preparing to hop in their buggy and hit the dusty trail.” Mr. Jim Watkins of the Shelby County Genea-
logical Society decided to follow that trail. He tracked Isaac and Susie to the town of Versailles in Ripley County, Indiana
where they were living in the 1920°s and *30’s. Thanks to findagrave.com, we know that the couple is buried there in Cliff
Hill Cemetery. “Uncle Ike” is written under his name on his tombstone. Thanks Jim!!!

Susan DeHaven Large

Dau. of John & Rebecca DeHaven
B. Aug. 29, 1859

D. April 10, 1950

Wife of Isaac Large

M. Dec. 30, 1888

Isaac Daniel Large

Son of Isaac Large & Mary Coverdale
B. Sept. 1854 in Shelby County, Ohio
D. 1936

Husband of Susan DeHaven

M. Dec. 30, 1888

Note: I recently came across an article regarding the Large Family in the Shelby County Democrat 12/27/1918:
Z. Large’s Public Sale

Z. Large and wife offered at public auction on December 17, 1918 at their beautiful country home south of Dawson, (the
house referred to in the article is located just east of Dawson), a fine lot of Live Stock, farm machinery and other articles. There
was a large crowd. Everything was sold as Mr. Large has retired from farming and will move in the near future to their
new home in Piqua. The Ladies’ Aid Society of the Lockington M.E. church furnished the lunch for the hungry. The
neighbors and friends of Mr. & Mrs. Large are sorry that they are leaving the community. Many of their friends of near
Lockington were present to spend the day with them. Mr. Large’s stock brought the highest prices and everything was
found just as it was represented.
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As many of you know, there is a tiny cemetery located east of Russia, Ohio, near the junction
of Russia-Houston and Rangeline roads on the south side of the railroad tracks. I visited the
cemetery a few times in high school, as some of my classmates and I shot a video for English
class at the site. We were creating a short film highlighting the WWI poem In Flanders Fields
by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. Shortly thereafter I revisited the cemetery with three
other classmates. 1 don’t remember why, but we stopped at the cemetery one evening and be-
gan to discuss the fallen headstones. We thought it sad that the stones were not intact and be-
gan to unearth a headstone nearly covered by ground. We dug it out, brushed it clean and
headed to the nearby home of my classmate’s parents to gather cleaning supplies. I remember
heading back to the cemetery and working with my friends to scrub the stone as the sun de-
scended into the horizon. I can’t say what compelled us to our course of action, to honor the
headstone of a Shelby Countian who had lived long ago, nor do I remember talking much about
it. There was no time spent making the altruistic decision...we just did it! We couldn’t stand
by and allow someone’s headstone to disappear under the dirt!

A few years ago I read an article in the Sidney Daily News about the village of Massena, noting

that it was a small settlement between Russia and Houston. It has
_ been suggested that the small cemetery may have belonged to this
long-forgotten community. More recently, as I was perusing

Google Maps, I noticed that the cemetery is denoted as Munk Cemetery; the county auditor lists it as Lemoine Cemetery. 3




I immediately grabbed a copy of Memorial Records of Shelby County, Ohio 1819-1975. 1t is there that I found it referred
to as Black/Lemoine Cemetery. The following account is what is written in the book: “Also known as the Lemoine
Cemetery, this small plat is located east of Russia in Loramie Township, approximately one-fourth mile west of Rangeline
Road near the railroad. It is accessible by a lane along the south side of the railroad tracks. [The] cemetery belonged to a
German Reformed Church located about one-fourth mile to the west and across the tracks. The frame building has been
converted into a dwelling.”
Also in Memorial Records is the following information from the collections of Paul A. Sherman:
“A German Reformed Church is believed to have stood at this site in the early “seventies. This cemetery was the site of a
town called Messina that was laid out March 15, 1833 for David and Cynthian Houston. It was laid in fractional acres. It
never developed, however, and the cemetery itself lies partway on the Voisard and Lemoine farms...”

At this point I became extremely interested in finding out the origins of the cemetery. I wondered why it has three names,
if the plat of Massena was actually near the cemetery, if the burial ground was established for the German Reformed
Church, and if the church-turned-dwelling is still standing. So here we go...
This Loramie Township cemetery is located in the northeast quarter of Section 13 in Township 10N Range 4E. A land
patent for the 160.74 acres in this quarter section, dated December 5, 1823, was issued to Mr. Jacob Black as he had made
full payment on the property. The 1883 History of Shelby County, Ohio makes reference to the fact that Mr. Black had
settled on this land in 1818. Jacob also owned the east half of the southeast quarter of the same section containing 80.36
acres; patent dated November 2, 1830. Mr. Andrew Black owned the northwest quarter of the adjoining section to the
east, (separated by Range-line road), Section 18, Township 9N Range SE. As the first recorded and multiple subsequent
burials are members of the Black Family, I thought it likely that the cemetery was their family plot. According to Memo-
rial Records there are ten members of the Black Family buried there. The earliest recorded interment, in 1833, was 75

year old Rosanna Black;
the tenth and final mem-
ber of the Black Family
buried there was 1 year
old Aaron Black in
1861. A deed provided
proof that the cemetery
is truly a family plot. In
October of 1843 Jacob
and Christina Black and
Jacob Everley sold the
land in trust to Frederick
Black, for $1.00, “for a
public burying ground
and for other use what-
ever.” This transfer was
recorded in December of
that year. I found that
Jacob and Christina had
sold Jacob Everley 90
acres of the northeast
quarter in January of
1825. The first known
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Everley buried in the cemetery was 14 year old Rachel Everley, who died in 1842. There are a total of 7 Everleys buried
in the cemetery between 1842 and 1851; the year of interment of one of the seven in unknown.
As far as finding the exact location of Massena, I hit a dead end...pun intended. The only information on the plat as to its
location is Loramie Township. It was indeed surveyed on the Ides of March in 1833, certified by Loramie Township Jus-
tice of the Peace Robert Houston on 4/20/1833 and recorded by Mr. James Wells on 4/30/1833. It is known that David
and James Houston purchased approximately 120 acres in said township from Robert and Margaret Houston in May of
1828 very near where Houston was platted in 1838. It is very likely that Massena was located within these 120 acres.
Multiple land transfers from David and Cynthian note that the ground they sold abutted current St. Rt. 66 and even men-
tion lots and rents. If my mathematical conversions from the plat record are correct, Massena encompassed approxi-
mately 4.375 acres. The 1883 History of Shelby Co. states that, “Massena never became a town and even the site long
since became only a portion of a farm.” Interestingly enough, in regard to the cemetery, in April of 1848, 17 year old
Nelson Massena, born in 1833, was interred there 15 years after the platting of Massena. If there are any other



members of the Massena Family buried in the cemetery, it is unknown at this time. In fact, Nelson is the only person
listed in Memorial Records with the surname Massena.

The same year then Nelson Massena died, a Mr. Christian Harmony moved to Shelby County from Pennsylvania. He pur-
chased 130 acres of land between the northeast and northwest quarters of section 13 in Loramie Township in December of
that year. (You can see his name on the map on page 4.) In 1867 a German Reformed Church was established in Lo-
ramie Township, and he and his wife became original members of the society. (The German Reformed Church was first
established by German immigrants near Philadelphia in the early 1700’s.)

The German Reformed Church as described in the 1883 History of Shelby Co.:

The St. James German Reformed Church is located near the southwest corner of section 7 township 9 Range 5 of Loramie
Township. It was erected during the summer and dedicated September 14, 1881 by Reverends Shaw & Weaver. The
building is 31° X 21°, a frame structure, erected at cost of approx 3400.00. The Society organized in 1867 by the Rever-
end Jacob Weaver with about 13 members, viz.: Christian Harmony & wife, George Singer & wife and three children,
George Arent & wife, George Sherer & wife, J. Lindsey & wife. They held their meetings in the Flinn School-house and
at the residences of the different members until the completion of their present church building. J. Lindsey was elected as
elder at the time of the organization and has since held the office. The Reverend Jacob Weaver has been their minister
since the organization of the society. The present membership is about 18. Christian Harmoney and John Galley are the
present deacons.

In May of 1855 David Flinn sold 1/2 of an acre of land, part of the property where the Huffman Schoolhouse is currently
located at Rangeline and Russia-Houston roads, to the Loramie Township Board of Education . The Huffman school-
house was built in this location ca. 1880. A deed from W.W. and Harriet Huffman to the St. James German Reformed
Church, dated 1887, seems to indicate that the church lot was north of the school lot and that the lots were touching. This
places the church between 3100 and 3242 Rangeline Rd. Memorial Records was written in 1977 and seems to indicate
that the church served as a dwelling at that time. I don’t know if this is true.

The Bellefontaine anad Indianapolis railroad was constructed across section 13 in the early 1850’s. I didn’t pull the
deeds, but it appears that in March of 1850 Mr. Harmony deeded a right-of-way to the railroad and in 1862 sold his small
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i 1900 ATLAS | | formed Church. Until then, let’s work to maintain Shelby
| T T T T Tococoer County’s country cemeteries and honor those buried

therein. 5



Gallagher Addendum

By: Joe Hammann

The November 2014 newsletter published an article about Sidney High
School’s former basketball coach, Bil Gallagher. This is an addendum to that
article. During Joe Hammann’s and Ron Emrich’s interview with Bil, he had
more gracious words about Sidney to share.

Bil was emphatic in stating that the success of his Yellow Jacket basketball
clubs (1959-1964) was a “community effort.”

He cited teacher Mary Kookootsedes’ (Jannides) founding of the Block “S”
cheering section. The old Lane Street gymnasium (built 1930) only had seating
on one side of the basketball court, and there was insufficient room to accom-
modate a concentrated student contingent of fans. In the bigger gymnasium out
on Campbell Road, the seating capacity was more than doubled with movable
bleachers installed on both sides of the court.

So in (1960-61) Mary modeled her female student “block™ after the “O” at
Ohio State. Students who formed a giant “S” each wore a gold sweater. Border-
ing the “S” and forming the blocked frame for the gold “S” were other sopho-
more to senior girls wearing black sweaters.

Gallagher pointed out that in his first year as coach at the old North Street
building, Troy and future NFL star, Tommy Vaughn, came to Sidney and deci-
sively outplayed the Jackets taking home a 58-40 victory.

The next season with Vaughn back as a senior guard for the Trojans (60-61) —
the game was played at Troy’s Hobart Arena. Kookootsedes saw to it that the
Block “S” was there in this their inaugural campaign. Sidney defeated the Mi-
ami Countians on their home court 51-43, and Bil gave credit to the vocal and
emotional support from the Block “S.” He said, “We all worked together to
make that first team out at the new high school the success that it was.”

Secondly, Gallagher also tipped his hat to Alan Clark — the Yellow Jackets’
band director from (1956-1964). If one remembers, the bigger gymnasium on
Campbell Road also allowed room for a pep band in addition to the Block “S.”
Oh, and did Clark provide one! As the varsity team entered the floor for warm
ups the band erupted with the old Harlem Globetrotter’s classic “Sweet Georgia
Brown.” The stands were rocking with senior president Steve Potter providing
the punctuation with his inimitable drum solos.
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Gallagher said game after game it set the competitive mood for his team and
the Jacket quintets never took the court complacent. Gallagher also noted how
superintendent Harold McDermott and Principal Steven Brown consistently
inquired as to how they could be more supportive.

Fifty years later the old cage coach lamented that he did not realize
Jerry Anthony: The Yellow Jackets 6°4” pivot then that in his future he would not encounter experiences that dupli-
man who commanded the high post during the cated all that Sidney and Shelby County brought to the table. He
1960-1961 season. Anthony scored 26 points in | noted how so many contributed unselfishly and that success usually
the 1961 Xenia game against future NBA player | results from so many behind the scenes. He said he had never forgot-
Barry Clemens while holding him to 16. ten Shelby County and this lesson.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
March 1940 — 75 Yrs. Ago
Anne Morrow

PASCO (8™) The Pasco Ladies’ Aid society will meet next
Thursday afternoon at the home of Mrs. Millard Jackson...Mr.
Wooley, of St. Paris, has been engaged to redecorate the inside
of Pasco church and has the work commenced and will have it
finished sometime this week...Miss Marian Shifflet has
returned from her trip to Florida. While there she attended the
flamingo races at Hialeah park in Miami and visited with
Sidney friends who are spending the winter there... Wilbur
Bohlier has joined the navy and will go in training immediately.
That is three boys who have left for training in the navy and
marines. Marvin and Gene Burchett have gone last fall.
SIDNEY (11™) Sexauer’s could get only two of the three
games rolled last night with the Shelby farms, the latter taking
the second tilt while Sexauer’s grabbed the first and third. In
another game the Sidney fruit came through with a two out of
three game margin over Fogt’s grocery. Shelby Farm rollers-
Stratton, McGrath, Subler, E. Knox, Stratton. Sexauer’s rollers:
Young, McCullough, Billings, Kerber, Kiser...Sidney’s
representative in the Logan County semi-pro basketball league,
the Sidney Frigidaire’s were nosed out last night by Seeberg’s
Athletics, of Urbana, in a close game that was marked by the
calling of a total of 24 personal fouls. Sidney was edged out by
the slim count of 35-33. Pug Cromes, Sidney guard, lead the
locals at the hoop with four field goals and two good shots from
the charity lane for a total of 10 points. L. R. Oller, other
Sidney guard, is in sixth place in the league scoring with a total
of 58 points. Taylor of Urbana heads the loop scoring with 104
markers. Sidney team is Collins, Laughlin, McMahn, Cromes,
and Oller.
MAPLEWOOD (22™) Easter sunrise services will be held at
Methodist church Sunday morning...Quite a large crowd
attended the miscellaneous shower party held in the grange hall
Friday evening for the newlyweds, Mr. and Mrs. George Kah,
(Irene Smith)...Mrs. Harry Glick, Mrs. Russell Hodge, Mrs.
Gronkowski, Mrs. Merly Howell and Mrs. G. C. Oakley
attended the cooking demonstration at the Marion Reserve
Power office last Friday.
KETTLERSVILLE — Marvin Fark and family, who have been
residing in the H. Grieve residence, purchased the Cooper
property and took possession last Wednesday. Roy
McCormick and family purchased the Grive home and moved
there Thursday from the Fred Elsass farm near Rumley. Edwin
Grieve and family living east of Dixie moved to the Fred Elsass
farm Saturday...The Women’s union will have a bazaar and
bake sale on next Monday evening, March 25, in the church
basement to which the public is cordially invited...Contractors
Hinton and Smalley, Celina, have commenced working on rural
route 274, starting two miles east of Kettlersville and thence
west to state route 29, a distance of approximately four miles.
SIDNEY-The official test car, touring Michigan and
northwestern Ohio in the nationwide Mercury economy run,
arrived in this community this morning. The car, 1940 Mercury
8 of strictly stock specifications, was driven by E. T.
Edmundson of the Dearborn branch of the Ford Motor
company. Included in the reception group were William
O’Leary, chief of police and E. C. Amos, publisher of the
Sidney Daily News.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years ago — March 1915
Dean Morrow
ANNA (5™) The championship basketball game between the
New Knoxville and Anna High schools has finally been
arranged. The game will be played in the Anna town hall
Friday evening, March 5. The following players will represent
Anna: Ollie Wiford, Ernest Ludwig, Herman Ludwig, Henry
Sommers and Leonard Richardson. Great preparations are
being made for a good game. Following the basketball game
the High school Amusement Club will have a basketball and
hockey game. This game has been very fascinating for the
boys and girls and Friday evening’s game will be a closely
contested game between the Reds and Grays. The following is
the lineup of players: The Grays-Miss Hensel, captain; Chloe
Brideweser, Comer Fogt, Myrtle Randolph, Harold Curtis, Ada
Woods, Hilda Fogt and Flossie Baldwin. The Reds-Mr. Loy,
Captain; Margaret Kalf, Bernard Brookhart, Floretta Meyers,
Hazel Hoewischer, Clarence Werling, Helen Brideweser and
Addison Richardson. Admission to both games, 20 cents. The
basketball game will be called at 7:45 and the hockey game at
8:45.
HOUSTON-The Home telephone is branching out, making
arrangements to erect a line west of us, taking in quite a
number of citizens of the community; O. K. Hello, Edw. Smith,
Debrosse and several others...A Mr. Pond, of Ft. Wayne, Ind.,
representing the business college located in that city where a
number of our young men have attended, was in the village part
of the week, and we learn there will be several from here
attending that institution commencing this fall.
JACKSON CENTER (12"™) The Rogers Garage and Light
Company of Sidney and Jackson Center have received the
largest shipment of cars that have ever come into this vicinity.
The shipment contains three car loads of Maxwell’s and four
car loads of Reos. This goes to show the Rogers Garage and
Light Company have the line of automobiles that the public
demands.
RHINE-A much needed improvement has been made upon the
church premises. The old hitching rack has been replaced with
anew one. Two long rows of posts have been set, leaving a
space of about 8 feet between them. These two rows of posts
are connected with iron chains...Mrs. John Greve lost a
valuable horse last Thursday...Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Greve and
family, of Wapakoneta, have moved to Herman Greve’s home.
SIDNEY (26™) Piper’s Big Store will hold its Spring Opening
and Easter exhibit on Thursday, Friday and Saturday of this
week. As customary, a professional live model will promenade
during this style exhibit, to show the most becoming way of
wearing the new spring styles; also that the ladies may have a
first view of the most exclusive as well as popular priced
assortment of ready to wear garments and millinery. To give a
minute description of all the new styles in Millinery, Suits,
Coat’s and Gowns is an utter impossibility, the style being so
varied, so different and new. One noticeable feature in the
ready to wear garments is the flare, fusilli and fullness of the
skirts, the high waist line and many other novel features. The
new show windows are very artistically decorated and are equal
to city windows of the best class.
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




