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CONTACT Us:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

 f]
FaceBook:

Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome New Members:
Linda Spangler, Botkins, OH
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Historical tlighlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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The Shelby County Historical Society will
share a number of stories about the Intrepid Women
of Shelby County who made a lasting and certain
impression on history. These stories will be shared
through a series of programs and an exhibit at the
Ross Historical Center in Sidney, Ohio. The opening
of the exhibit is scheduled for April 28" at 7 p.m.
with the program “Guided By Courage” by local
historian Rich Wallace. Visitors can also tour the
“Intrepid Women” exhibit. In his program Wallace
will tell how a select group of women with ties to
: Shelby County broke down barriers and left their
Ida Haslup Goode | mark forever on the world.

Shelby County Court House

L

Open House and
Ice Cream Social

Join the Shelby County
Historical Society on June 19™ from 2-
5 p.m. for an old fashioned ice cream
social as the Historic Shelby County
Court House makes its debut following
a $5.2 million renovation. Court House
tours, live music, living history| = =
characters, and lots more will be on|
hand for all to enjoy.

Check out our Facebook page[®+
for a special video invitation made by -
Jeff Gillman.




Yolunteers Needed

Do you like to act? Do you have an interest in history?
The Shelby County Historical Society is looking for
volunteers to be living history characters. If you are
interested please call or email for more information.

937-498-1653
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com
~

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VYOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: January Volunteer Info:
Jackson Center-Onions don’t grow on 45 Volunteers

trees!
Sidney (24th)- Roosevelt was born in
October not February

169 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
The clues were found by: for January:

No one! Better luck next month! Marj Brackney

Jeanne Schlagetter

__ The clue will be found ONLY in the . | Congratulations! Thank you to all
) “Out of the Past” section. our volunteers! We depend on you!
%, In January 258 people
participated in SCHS programs.




It Started with a Suitcase

By Jane Bailey

On January 22, 2016, the Shelby
County Historical Society had the pleasure
of welcoming a small group of distinguished
guests on an important mission. These
guests were none other than members of a
film crew from the Chickasaw Nation in
Oklahoma. Their journey to Sidney began
several weeks prior with an email; however,
ours began much earlier with a simple
suitcase. Back in July of 2015, myself and
another volunteer were given the task of
resurrecting a beaten up, old black suitcase
from hiding under a table in the farthest
corner of the

glasses among the fray of artifacts from his
life. However, the most brilliant gem of
them all was an enormous scrapbook,
bursting from its binding with its delicate
pages. My mouth fell open in awe after
opening only to the first page. Never in my
wildest dreams did I ever think I would be
privy to view an original photograph of a
man such as Albert FEinstein, let alone
handle one. I immediately had a newfound
respect for the man named Clyde Fisher, a
man whose life came from humble
beginnings but was just as important and

influential in the

basement. At first
glance, this suitcase
appeared to be just
like any other from
the middle of the 20"

scientific world as some
of those famous names
we grew up learning:
Henry Ford, Thomas
|Edison, and Albert

century: well worn, | Einstein... three names
nondescript, andf that almost every child
seemingly ~|in school knows at a
unimportant. ~ lyoung age. Their
However, once we photographs were all in
brought it up and| :i:_p_ this fragile book, along
into the light tof = = = _ with the story of the
explore its contents, Clyde Fisher in Lapland man who brought the

it was clear that we

had unearthed a treasure trove of intellectual
information worthy of even the Smithsonian
Museum in Washington D.C.

Upon opening this simple suitcase,
we discovered a collection of bound lectures
published by Clyde Fisher, editions of Sky
Magazine for which Fisher was editor, and
the original typed and edited papers for
several of his lectures, including The
Marvels & Mysteries of Science, Trip to the
Moon, and The Earth and Neighbor Worlds.
There was even a pair of Dr. Fisher’s telltale

stars to America.

The more pages I turned in this
scrapbook, the more information I wanted
to learn. Unfortunately, I was only able to
finish a small portion of a binder to
organize all of this information when the
Field of Valor arrived and demanded my
attention. In the aftermath of the Field of
Valor, I was swept away with the flurry of
programs  between  September  and
December, once again leaving this poor
suitcase forgotten and under a table, only
this time in Tilda’s office. As the year



drew to a close, we were reminded again of

our forgotten treasure, this time by an email,
asking two simple questions: Could we let
them, the Chickasaw Nation, come —
and look through this information for
use in a documentary they were|
filming? And could we provide a local
historian well versed in the life of Dr.
Fisher for them to interview?

Now, one might question how
the Chickasaw Nation came to have
an interest in Clyde Fisher, who was
born on a farm just outside of Sidney
in 1878. It turned out that Fisher was
not only on familiar terms with
famous men, but he was married to
one of the most renowned female
representatives  of  the  Native
American way of life. This
breathtaking woman was none other |
than Te Ata, known as the Chickasaw ,,.u“

princess. She was viewed as being ~ -"__'.f:
the best interpreter of American [
Indian  folklore of her

Shelby County Historical Society and those
researching similar topics as well, the entire

book needed to be digitized. Converting this

large volume to a digital file took
several days’ worth of patience
and some expertise maneuvering
with a scanner, leaving the task
finally and completely
| accomplished on the eve of the
| film crew’s arrival.
By noon on Friday,
| January 22, all was ready for the
| Historical Society to receive
§ their long awaited guests. Their
‘4 producer, Rick Thompson, sat
* 8 with me for over an hour, going
=l through the scanned documents
%% and photographs needed to
“H further their research. Meanwhile
d the film crew set up, eagerly
waiting to catch Rich Wallace on
film. However, we had one
more surprise interviewee for

time, | i wee e we o 8 ol them on that day.  Kay Baker,

e AR W, TEP |mias g R

performing before all

Sorts Of SRR A 6 P —

the great-niece of Dr. Clyde

audiences from college students to| The captionreads: |Fisher, had remained in the
royalty. Not only was she| “INHERHONOR. |Sidney area while her relatives
This lake at Bear

exceptionally bright, but beautiful as
well, enchanting the once-married
Fisher into marrying yet again. The
two were married on September 28,
1933, at the Bacone College in
Oklahoma. They led a life full of

Mountain, N.Y., was
named for Te Ata in a
ceremony with Mrs.
Eleanor Roosevelt
officiating. The Indian
princess has been a

settled all over the continent.
She was able to share with the
crew several wonderful stories
from her childhood about visits
from Te Ata, and the memories
that remained. Mrs. Baker had

adventure over the next decade and a|wWhite House visitor on a | brought more than just a suitcase

half until Dr. Fisher’s death in January
of 1949. Dr. Fisher and Te Ata were

number of occasions.”

with her this time, toting along
boxes full of books, photographs,

almost inseparable in their journeys abroad and
within the United States, giving lectures,
presentations, and photographing astronomical
and geological marvels together.

Within this wonderful scrapbook, one
can glimpse pieces of Dr. Fisher and Te Ata’s
life together, and those views were exactly what
the Chickasaw Nation was looking for to use in
their upcoming documentary. In order to
prepare this scrapbook for not only the
Chickasaw Nation to benefit from, but the

lectures, and slides. When the members of the
Chickasaw Nation politely turned down her
offer to give them all of the information she
had in that suitcase and those boxes, Mrs.
Baker entrusted the safekeeping of all the
materials she had on Clyde Fisher’s life in our
loving care. They will be available here at the
historical society for all who wish to learn
more about the fascinating man whose life we
were able to discover through a simple
suitcase.
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Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.

This month’s artifact is a rare copy of Mein Kampf, a book written by Adolf Hitler. This addition
was a Christmas gift to Otto Telschow from Max Amann. Both men were high ranking officers in Hitler’s
army. The book is one of only 30 ever produced. What makes it so special is the size. It measures 20 3/4
inches long, 15 3/4 inches wide and 3 1/4 inches thick and weighs about 25 to 30 pounds. It is leather
bound and the paper has gold gilded edges. The biggest mystery about this artifact is how it ended up in at
the Ross Center as it was an anonymous donation.

Otto Telschow
27 Feb 1876 — 31 May 1945

German Nazi Party Official, was born in
Wittenberg, and became a police official in Hamburg.

In the Nazi zoning system known as the
Gau, each region was administered by political leaders or
overseers and governed by a Gauleiter--a rank similar to a
governor. The Gauleiter were the top Nazi regional leaders.
There were 43 of them in 1941.

Gauleiter Otto Telschow was one of the Alte Kampfer or “Old Fighters,” who was faithful to the

ideals and agenda of the N.S. movement as early as 1925, but earlier he
had been deeply involved in nationalistic and anti-Semitic movements. He
also had been very instrumental in virulent anticommunist activity. He
came from an old aristocratic family of farmers which had served
Frederick the Great, the illustrious King of Prussia. A cavalryman in
World War I, he served until 1924, and then led Freikorps troops against
the Spartacists (communists).
Telschow was one of the earliest workers with the fledgling N.S.D.A.P.
(Nazi Party), thus cementing an early personal and lifelong friendship
_| with Hitler, who personally appointed him to the Gauleitership of East
Hannover. Later he was further elevated in rank to the Prussian Council.
He was the Gauleiter who enjoyed the closest friendship to all the German
leaders.

In 1930 he was elected to the Reichstag for the Ost-Hannover
electoral district and remained a member until 1945. He was taken
Otto Telschow prisoner by the British Army at Luneburg and committed suicide in prison

by slashing his wrists.



Advance Event Ticket Order Form
We would like to offer our membership first chance at any event that requires a
ticket this year. Some events, such as the “Lady’s Tea,” have limited space available, so

get your tickets early to ensure you won’t be left out!

Pay for your tickets now, and when they are available they will be sent to you. Feel
free to make a copy of this form or write your request on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Lady’s Tea - June 23, 2016 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Member $12 Non-Member $17
Total number of tickets

2. Walking Tour of Downtown Historic Churches
July 14,2016 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. (circle one)
Member $10 Non-Member $ 15
Total number of tickets

3. Ghost Tour - October 12 and 13, 2016
6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 (circle one)
Member $10 Non-Member $15
Student (K-12) $8
Total number of tickets

Send your request to:
Shelby County Historical Society
Attn: Sharon
P.O. Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

Total Amount $

Name on card:

Credit Card: Visa MC Disc
Card#

Exp Date:

All 5th grade Shelby County students were invited to
Il’l’l l’l’li 8r ati on 9016 our “Coming to America” program. We would like to thank

all of our volunteers that helped make this program a success:
CY Linda DeVelvis, Cinclg Garrett, Julie Gilarcli, Jane Jones,

! l ] I .: P | ‘ Steve Knouff, Duane Mullen, Jackie Nuss, Tilda Phlipot,
|I . S \ Jeanne Schlagetter, and Faye Spangler.

|. F; : 2 -
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1941-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

PASCO (6t%)-Mrs. Walter Jackson is still quite ill at her
home in Pasco. Mrs. Gertrude McClure, of Sidney, is
assisting with the work and caring for Mrs. Jackson...Mrs.
Mitchell is still convalescing from her recent illness...Mr.
& Mrs. Charles Miller spent last Friday evening at the Joe
Minniear home on South Dixie.

SIDNEY-News from the Shelby County Court House-
Commissioners Bills-Sidney Typewriter Shop, adding
machine, county engineer. $129...Sam Hetzler, president
soldiers relief committee, $15... Treasurer of State, care
dependent children, $17.71...Shelby County Historical
Society, Mannequin rental, $7.11...Sharp & Dohme Inc.,
rabies vaccine, $21...C. J. Hentrich, supplies, $11.50...Al
Brucken Motor Sales, Chrysler car for sheriff,
$775.50..Grisner Tire company, tires recapped, $380.65

ANNA-Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Fridley and family moved to
Wachsmuth farm south of Sidney last week...Mr. & Mrs.

LeRoy Young have moved to the Fridley farm vacated by
T. O. Fridley.

SIDNEY (7%)-One of the most active building and
remodeling seasons that Sidney has ever experienced is
predicted for 1941 by N. J. Pointner of the Klipstine
Lumber and Supply company, distributors for Johns-
Manville building materials. ~ Mr. Pointner based his
prediction on the large number of families who have been
seeking the advice of his firm on building details such as
FHA-type financing, house plans, remodeling ideas and
building materials. “In the past few years the opportunity
to own a good home has been placed within the budget of
many families who were formerly forced to rent their
dwellings,” said Mr. Pointner. “It is now possible for a
home costing $3,000 to $5,000 to have all the good
construction, comfort and durability features of homes
costing much more than this, and which were nearly
unobtainable in even more expensive homes ten years
ago.”

SIDNEY (11%)-The bankrupt sale of John Wagner
brewery, held under order of the US district court of
southern Ohio, will take place Wednesday, March 12, at the
brewery plant on East Poplar street, beginning at 10 A.M.
All the assets, both real and personal belonging to the
company will be offered and sold to the highest bidder.
The assets consist of the completely equipped brewing and
bottling plant of a replacement value of $250,000 and real
estate.  The sale is being conducted by the Ohio
Liquidating company under the direction of O. S. Kenny,
receiver, and F. H. Marshall, Sidney and David Kersting,
Dayton, attorneys.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1916-MARCH-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

Ft. Loramie (3t9)-Congressman Russel has intruded the
following bill in the House of Representatives, which was
referred to the committee on Military Affairs: A Bill
authorizing the Secretary of War to deliver to the village of
Fort Loramie, Shelby County, O., one condemned bronze
or brass cannon, with the carriage and suitable outfit of
cannon balls. That the Secretary of War be, and he is
hereby, authorized and directed to donate to the village of
Fort Loramie, one condemned bronze or brass cannon or
fieldpiece and suitable outfit of cannon balls. Provided,
That no expense shall be incurred by the United States
Government in the delivery of the same.

SIDNEY-About $90,000 is to be spent on the bridges of
the Indianapolis-Cleveland division of the Big Four railway
during the ensuing two years. That was the decision
reached by Vice President Worcester and General
Superintendent Costin and other officials of the Big Four
in an inspection trip of the system. Division
Superintendent Kennedy returned to his home at
Bellefontaine Wednesday night, having accompanied the
officers on their special train over the tracks. The bridge
over the Miami River in Sidney is to be among the first to
be repaired and rebuilt.

SIDNEY (24%)-The Cut Price Shoe company operating
five stores, has purchased 7,500 pairs of shoes from the
Montgomery Mayer factory of Ft. Recovery. The entire
stock department was acquired and consists of all kinds of
shoes made for spring wear for children and adults. The
company was forced to quit business. The stock will be
placed in the five stores and sales will be conducted at
prices on the basis of what was paid for the shoes...Winter
is lingering far in to the spring season, but the rain, sleet
and snow did not deter the Sidney ladies from attending
the grand spring opening of the Thedieck Department
Store.  Everyone had to stop before the artistically
arranged show windows, fascinated by the artistic blending
of color and the style of the articles for milady’s ear
displayed there. The middle window is a symphony in old
rose. A model seated has an exquisite rose gown with hat
to match, while in the background is another model
standing with a deeper rose gown and coat of old rose.
Accessories to the decoration of the window are the
baskets of flowers, gaily figured parasols and sheer
draperies. Right here let me tell you about the hate boxes
this year. So quaint and artistic are the hat boxes with their
brightly flowered coverings one is almost tempted to buy
the pill box hat inside for the pleasure of taking home the
hat box.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County .
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from g
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. ,

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler Secretary: Rich Wallace

Treasurer: Dave Russell Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop
Jon Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller

Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Dean & Linda Long

Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff

David & Linda DeVelvis Minster Bank

Dorothy Love Retirement Community John & Marilyn Minton
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Bill & Lisa Ragon

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’s

William & Karen Feth Dave Ross

Ferguson Construction Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Mindy Geuy Sidney Body Carstar

Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Electric

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given Sidney Manufacturing Company

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Slagle Mechanical Contractors

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith
Darrell & Faye Spangler
The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace
Helen Blake Wildermuth
Greg & Priscilla Wilt
Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




