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 Where do we find artifacts that will help us tell the stories which will be 
included in the new Center for Industry, Innovation, and Opportunity?  My 
personal resolution for 2017 was to find all the artifacts that the Society owns, but 
were considered too large to be housed at the Ross Historical Center, and had 
been stored offsite for over 20 years.  When I first started working at the Shelby 
County Historical Society, I heard stories of the lathes that Monarch Machine 
Tool Company had donated to the Society.  Every time board members would talk 
about these lathes they would also state the lathes were too heavy and large to be 
displayed at the Ross Historical Center.  Never did I imagine that Julie Gilardi, 
president of the Society, and I would go door to door asking industries if our 
Monarch Lathes had found their way into their building.  Let’s start at the 
beginning of the search for the Monarch Lathes: the last place that the public had 
seen these lathes was in the Monarch Community Center, now known as the 
Shelby County Senior Center.  
 When Monarch Machine Tool Company started to downsize their 
operations in Sidney, Ohio, their management team decided to donate these lathes 
along with other materials, so that they could be used to tell Monarch Machine 
Tool Company’s history.  The only problem was the Society had nowhere to store 
all these artifacts.  Eventually all the paper goods, films, and small artifacts made 
their way into the archives of the Society but the elusive lathes continued to 
wander from one warehouse to another.  
 Chester Morrow, then on the board of trustees, moved the lathes from the 
Community Center to a warehouse owned by Ross Aluminum, Inc.  The lathes 
stayed safe and sound for years until Chester retired from Ross Aluminum.  
During the first few years of his retirement he kept a watchful eye on the lathes, 
but he eventually moved to Berea, Kentucky.  He left instructions with employees 
in the warehouse to contact the Society if there were any changes in the company 
that would jeopardize the safety of the lathes.  Those promises were compromised 
as these men also retired or took other positions within the company.  Eventually, 
Ross Aluminum made the decision to sell the warehouse and there was no one left 
who knew the significance of these lathes.  To them, they were more profitable as 
scrap metal than to be taking up warehouse space.  Just as the lathes were being 
prepared to be scraped, Doug Townsend, owner of Townsend Engineering, 
volunteered to move the lathes to Barnum Warehouse.  Shortly after he moved the 

machines, he stopped at the 
Ross Historical Center and 
shared that he had saved our 
lathes and he would store 
them at his warehouse until 
we found proper storage 
space.  Years passed and 
Townsend’s warehouse  

Center for Industry, Innovation and Opportunity 
By: Tilda Phlipot  

Continued... 
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VOLUNTEERS 

January Volunteer Info: 
 31 Volunteers 

158 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

January: 
Bob Barnhart 

Tim Bickel 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In January, 
346 people participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

1917 Underground fiber optic cables 
weren’t widely used until the late 1970s 

Sidney 28th, 1942 - The 1941 Ford sedan 
didn’t have cup holders. 

 

Who found the clues: 
Julia K. Young, Pat Francis, and Jacob 

Dunaway. 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the  
“Out of the Past” section.  

 

 

needed to make some changes, so Mr. Townsend 
moved the lathes to a building he had recently built.  
After making the move it slipped his mind to tell the 
Society where they were now being stored.  
 With the completion of the interpretive plan for 
our new building, it was now time to photograph all the 
artifacts in offsite facilities.  Gilardi and I visited 
Barnum Warehouse in mid January only to find out that 
the lathes were no longer in the facility and no one had 
any information about their new location.  I then 
decided that maybe I did not remember the 
conversation with Townsend correctly.  He had said 
that his building was close to the Cole farm so we 
visited every small business in that area.  Each business 
welcomed us but no one had any idea about the 
location of the lathes.  When Gilardi and I returned to 
the Ross Center I made a phone call to Dean Morrow, 
Chester Morrow’s brother, and asked him if he ever 
heard where the lathes might have been moved.   He 
told me that he would retrace their movements and see 
if he could locate where they were currently being 
stored.  His trail lead him right back to Barnum 
Warehouse as well.  After Morrow visited the 
warehouse on the same day we had, the warehouse 
manager decided to contact Charlie Cole, a Monarch 
retiree, who then contacted the Society the same day to 
us that he knew the location of the lathes.  Cole let us 
know that Doug Townsend still had the lathes and he 
would arrange for Townsend to get in contact with the  

Society.  Townsend called just a few minutes after Cole 
stating he would be back in Sidney in a few days and 
would call back to arrange a date and time that we 
could measure and photograph the lathes.  A short time 
later, Townsend kept his word.  Jane Bailey, the 
Society Curator, and I went to visit Townsend and 
found both lathes seated on their shipping platform.  
The society is indebted to Townsend for keeping the 
lathes safe for the past several years and they have 
remained in wonderful condition as well!  Amazingly, 
sitting right next to the Society’s antique lathes was a 
Monarch Machine EE lathe owned by Townsend.  The 
EE lathe was the lead machine sold and produced by 
Monarch for years.  He offered to let us borrow the 
machine for display if we had room in our new 
building. 
 Why is the Center for Industry, Innovation and 
Opportunity so important to the Shelby County 
Historical Society and the Shelby County community?  
For far too long, we have not had a facility that allowed 
for us to preserve, display, or store the equipment that 
was so important to our industrial heritage. Now we 
will have the opportunity to share these jewels with the 
community and guarantee that they will remain safe for 
future generations. 

...Continued from the front page 
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Written by Jane Bailey 

 In the eastern part of Shelby County lies 
the quiet, small village of Port Jefferson, 
situated off of the Great Miami River and 
nestled amongst the rolling hills and dense 
forests. It was known by many in the area for its 
flowing well landmark, called the “gas well” by 
locals, and was once the site of one of several 
dams engineered by the State of Ohio along the 
Great Miami River. However, this 
inconspicuous little village was at one point in 
time all over Ohio’s newspapers for a very 
interesting scandal in a period where such 
claims spread like wildfire from one city to the 
next across the state, spurring political outrage 
in their wake. 
 In the fall of 1837, a man by the name of 
Elijah G. Barney was employed by the State of 
Ohio to work on the Miami Erie Canal 
Extension that was to become known as the 
Sidney Feeder Canal – one of the most 
important outlets for growth in Sidney, Ohio. 
Mr. Barney was hired on as the Sr. Assistant 
Engineer on the project, working closely with 
the commissioners and Resident Engineer at that 
time for work on the Miami Extension Canal 
north of Piqua. In 1840, Barney was promoted 
to Jr. Resident Engineer, and again in 1841 to 
Resident Engineer after the death of David 
Bates, the previous Resident Engineer. E. G. 
Barney was thus placed in a position of great 

all the contracts made in conjunction with the 
construction of the dam where the Sidney Feeder 
Canal meets the Great Miami River east of Port 
Jefferson. What resulted from his prospects 
became a case of rascality spread statewide to all 
corners of Ohio. As described by the Board 
of Ohio Department of Public Works, the 
Resident Engineer “is chargeable with the 
general supervision of the work, and it is 
especially his duty to make sure the proper 
estimates, and certify to the Acting 
Commissioner in charge of the work, the amount 
of work done by each contractor, for the purpose 
of enabling the contractor to receive pay for his 
labor” as well as keep an estimate book for the 
amount of materials needed and for use in order 
to issue a certificate of payment to a contractor. 
Under normal circumstances, the projects would 
be handed out to the lowest bidding contractor; 
however, in the case of Mr. Barney it is apparent 
that he used favoritism to choose his contractors, 
thus beginning the scandal surrounding the 
construction of the Port Jefferson Dam. 

Upon the completion of the dam, the 
figures for the original estimate of the project 
didn’t quite match up with those of the final 
figures that Mr. Barney turned in to the State of 
Ohio. This  report was the only list of accounts 
received by the State. According to his report to 
the Board of Public Works in the early 1840’s, 

the prices and values fixed to 
certain aspects of work performed 
for the dam, such as on the 
embankment, do not match up with 
the prices at the time for similar 
creations of work. Therefore, the 
Board came to the assumption that 
since Mr. Barney was the Resident 
Engineer, whose duty was to get  Original sketch from part of the Port Jefferson Dam construction. 
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the task accomplished in the best manner 
possible all while protecting the interests of the 
State, he must have known the proper  quantities 
and was either being taken advantage of, or 
manipulating the money allocated by the state 
for the construction of the dam. For example, 
one charge listed in his report was for 1,681 
yards of excavation valued at $2,101.25. 
However, according to the deposition of Mr. 
Mills, one of the contractors acquired by 
Barney, the excavation work completed by his 
men would have been equivalent to a total of 
around 1,088 yards, almost 600 yards less than 
what was submitted by the engineer. Another 
example of E. G. Barney’s misappropriation of 
funds can be seen in his submission of a receipt 
charging $927 for the embankment of a 
temporary dam to allow for dry excavation, 
which was deemed an improper allowance since 
there was an exorbitant charge for water 
excavation that was already double the amount 
of yards. 
 After a careful review of the rest of the 
receipts presented to the board by Mr. Barney, it 
was quite clear that a majority of the prices for 
materials in the construction of the Port 
Jefferson Dam were considerably more than the 
prices for the same materials he used in the 
earlier construction of the Loramie Creek Dam 
near Lockington. The price of the timber used 
was 8 c. a foot compared to 3 ¼ c. a foot and the 
price of bolts and spikes were 19 c. compared to 
11 c. between the two dams. Another example 
would be that the quantity of stone charged for 
the abutments of the dam was much larger than 
the actual amount used in the construction, with 
a price $1 per perch higher than the same type 
used in Loramie’s dam. 
 Outrage over what occurred between the 
State and E. G. Barney was imminent after the 
release in 1846 of the 570 pg. report on 
Barney’s examination. The Morgan Herald, 
based out of Morgan County, Ohio, printed 
several chapters from the report titled “Report of 
the Committee on Rascality” which were 
redistributed to other newspapers throughout 
Ohio. One such paper was The Carroll Free 

Press in Carrollton while another was The 

Huron Reflector from Norwalk, with both 
featuring the articles on E.G. Barney’s scandal  

on 

their front page, displaying the amounts 
swindled from the State and the perceived 
political injustices. An example of one of these 
articles can be found in this month’s newsletter 
following this article.  
 Despite the scandal surrounding its poor 
construction, the dam at Port Jefferson managed 
to survive as it had been built until the 1910’s. 
At this point in time, the Board of the Ohio 
Department of Public Works started to document 
the state of disrepair that the Ohio and Erie 
Canal and Miami-Erie Canal Systems were in. In 
1912, the bulkhead at the Port Jefferson Dam 
received 90 cubic yards of concrete and two new 
cast iron gates, along with additional repairs to 
the waste weirs. 

Unfortunately, once society grew more 
interested in the automobile and railroad as 
methods of transportation, the dam at Port 
Jefferson no longer contained any real purpose 
and began to fade away into the fabric of time. If 
one were to search for the dam today, they 
would not recognize it from the impressive 
structure it had once been in the heyday of the 
Canal Era. Instead, they would stumble upon the 
remains of a concrete structure, the majority of 
which has been overtaken once again by Mother 
Nature. The Great Miami River no longer flows 
over the wall of the dam, but has rather forged a 
path around it to continue its southward journey. 
The area to the west side of the dam where the 
river once flowed has since filled in with silt and 
grown trees where 100 years ago there had only 
been water. If not for history lovers dedicated to 
unearth the mysteries of the world around us, the 
interesting story of this dam might have been 
lost to the ravages of time. Thank you to Quentin 
Fleming for sharing the wonderful news article 
that sparked an interesting search for a forgotten 
dam and its rascal of an engineer! 

Port Jefferson Dam after reconstruction. 
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 We propose in this chapter to expose some 
of the plundering on the dam across the Miami 
River at Port Jefferson.  This dam was built by one 
Mills, a special friend of Barney, and there is 
reason to believe that Barney had share in the job.  
There is no estimate or source by which it can be 
ascertained how much work was done, except the 
final account of its settlement.  The items of that 
account are on the 106th page of the report, and the 
sum total paid for building the dam was 
$19,566.97.  Let us examine some of these items. 
 Water excavation of dam pit 1,681 yards at 
$1.25 per yard = $2,101.25. 
 The testimony clearly shows that the 
amount of excavation did not exceed 600 yards, 
and that 62.5 cents per yard was a fair price for the 
work.  The amount paid for doing said excavation 
should have been $375 instead of $2,101.25.  Thus  

As written in the Carroll Free Press 

October 2, 1846 

Report of the Committee on Rascality 
From the Morgan Herald 

was the State swindled out of $1,726.25 in this 
item.  
 There is a charge of $927 for “embankment 
of temporary dam.”  Now, this temporary dam was 
thrown up by the contract to keep the water of the 
river out of the dam pit, while the same was 
excavated.  It was a part of the work of excavation 
and should never have been allowed.  It was a 
temporary job, not a work of the State.  It was so 
much stealing outright. 
 Again, “timber in the dam, 13,280 feet, at 
twenty cents per foot = $2656.”   
 The testimony shows that the timber should 
have been charged at only $1,383.40 being a loss 
of $1,262.62 to the state. 
 Again, there is a charge of $4,264 for 535.5 
perches of masonry at $8 per perch.  The 
testimony shows this was worth, and cost only  

          Above is an aerial view with the   
remnants of the Port Jefferson Dam 
circled. As one can see, the Great Miami 
River now flows to the east of the dam, 
and the area west of the dam where the 
water once flowed before filling in. 
          To the right is a recent picture taken 
from the riverbank northwest of the dam, 
showing how the water currently flows. 
The large portion visible is the same part 
of the dam on the bottom right of the 
photograph seen on page 4 of this month’s 
newsletter. 
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$4.25 per perch.  It is also shown that the amount 
in the bill is too much.  It was found that the wall 
was not as thick as the coping indicated, but that 
fifty perches were measured and paid for that were 

not there.  Deducting the fifty perches and 
charging the price, $4.25 per perch, the account 
would stand at $2,061.25, instead of $4,284.  By 
this operation the state was gouged out of 
$2,222.75. 
 Again, there is a charge of $802.50 for 
“water excavation for bulk head,” being 642 yards 
at $1.25 per yard.  The testimony fully shows that 
there was only 34 yards and that the cost was 
$21.35.  A very nice little operation. 
 Again, for “stone washed away, 250 
perches, at $1 per perch.”  No such loss occurred, 
and if it had it was the loss of the contractor.  This 
was so much clear stealing. 
 There are a number of items between pages 
104 and 112 of a similar nature to the above.  Time 
and space will not permit us to go into all the 
details.  The above are mere specimens.  The result 
of a whole investigation into this dam shows as 
follows:     
 **Amount charged and paid  
 by the state for constructing 
 the dam    $19,566.97 
 Amount of actual cost for  
 constructing the same  $  6,362.71 
 The difference   $11,205.26 
  
 It is thus conclusively shown that the State 
of Ohio was plundered of the large sum of 
ELEVEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND 
FOUR DOLLARS on this dam alone. 
 Let the reader remember that this dam was 
built against an express order, that it was built on 
E.G. Barney’s estimate; that there was no public 
bidding for the contract, and that to dispose of this 
question it was attached to the contract of Mills & 
Hemmingway who had other contracts in the 
vicinity.  It is difficult to imagine more gross 
misconduct and villainy in a public officer. 
 We will conclude this chapter by giving a 
few specimens of Barney’s financiering on section 
one of Sidney feeder.  This section had been let to 
Larrimore & Bates.  They performed a part of the 
work and then for some cause abandoned the 
contract.  Barney, who was resident engineer, then 
employed James Blair to finish the job, as agent  

for the State.  He was authorized to employ hands 
and to finish the work and was paid by being 
allowed a certain percent on the disbursement.  In 
settling, after the job was finished, Barney who 
was engineer, contractor, paymaster, and c., and  
had everything in his own hands, took good care to 
feather his own nest as usual.  Let the reader 
remember that Barney was employed and paid by 
the year by the State, and also that Blair was 
employed as a disbursing agent or overseer and not 
a contractor.  We will give some items of the State 
paid and also what those items really cost. 
 The stone pavement charged at $441, Blair 
says costs from forty to fifty dollars! 
 The stone protection charged at $290, Blair 
says costs twenty dollars. 
 The excavation of creek channel is charged 
at $296.  Blair says it did not cost to exceed ten 
dollars. 
 The aqueduct trunk charged at $1,050.  
Blair says it cost six hundred and ninety-four 
dollars. 
 Grading and gravelling road was charged at 
$400.  Blair says he made the only road on the 
section, and it cost was somewhere from forty to 
fifty dollars. 
 The table on the 120th page shows that 
Barney drew two thousand and sixty-seven dollars 
for work done on his abandoned section more than 
the work cost.  This sum he deliberately put into 
his own pocket. 
 Such, fellow citizens, are some of the ways 
that the public money had gone for the last few 
years.  Such men as Yontz, Barney, and others 
who have been bawling Democracy to the people, 
have been sucking the life blood of the State, and 
it is now left for us to pay the taxes on these sums 
of money so heedlessly and corruptly squandered.  
Yes, the taxes of the people this year are increased 
to pay the interest on the sums these villains have 
stolen.  Will not the people wake up to these things 
in season!  They cannot be call these lost 
thousands and tens of thousands, but they keep 
such blood suckers from the treasury in the future.  
It is their duty and their interest to do it.  Let the 
tax payers think of these things when they go to 
the polls. 
 
**These numbers are as written in the article.  The 

difference is not the correct number. 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1942-MARCH-75 Years Ago 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SHELBY COUNTY-First millions of books for soldiers 
boys are received in the “victory book campaign” have 
been donated by the people of the United States for the 
men in our armed forces, according to Miss Althea Warren, 
national campaign director.  That Ohio has had its share in 
the donation of the first million volumes in assured by Paul 
A. T. Noon director of the campaign in this state.  Over 
400 volumes were received in Shelby County to be 
forwarded. 
 

SIDNEY (10th)-Serial numbers for the 1,488 Shelby 
county men who were included in the third registration for 
selective service last month were released today by the 
county selective service board.  The letter “T” has been 
affixed to these numbers to indicate that they were in the 
third registration just as the letter “S” was affixed to the 
numbers of those men who registered in the second 
registration.  A national lottery or drawing to determine the 
order numbers of these men will be held in Washington by 
the national selective service board on Tuesday, March 17, 
when a set of numbers will be placed in the draft bowl and 
drawn to determine in what sequence these men will be 
subject to classification and call.  The Sidney Daily News, 
as a matter of public service, herewith publishes the serial 
numbers of the men but warns that while every precaution 
has been taken to prevent any error, the following list is 
still unofficial. 1T Vernon Francis Gerling.  8T Fred Casper 
Dull Jr.  15T Karl John Freytag.  25T Alouis Ooppeqieter.  
29T Ferdinand Ferguson. 138T Emory Knasel. 159T 
Orville William Eisenhut.  315T Gail Webster. 
 

PEMBERTON (24th)-Scott Shroyer, 65, of Pemberton, is 
in serious condition today at the Wilson Heath after 
figuring in two accidents late Saturday afternoon.  As the 
Knox Reed ambulance, of Quincy, was speeding him to the 
hospital after he was struck by a fast New York Central 
mail train near 4PM in Pemberton, it collided with an 
automobile driven by E. J. Simon, of 233 South Miami 
avenue, at the Main avenue and North street intersection.  
Although damage was slight to the Reed ambulance, the 
patient was transferred to the Dearth ambulance and 
rushed to the hospital.  Shroyer is in serious condition. 
 

SIDNEY (25th)-The meeting of the Mary Martha circle of 
St. John’s Lutheran church, to have been held this week, 
has been postponed until Friday the 10th of April and will 
be with Mrs. Elizabeth Murphey…The Sacred Heart Altar 
society of Holy Angels church will meet at the Salm funeral 
home Thursday evening at 7PM to pay last respects to a 
departed member, the late Mrs. Josephine B. Kothman. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
THE SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT 

1917-MARCH-100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY-Evans Johnson, proprietor of the Purity 
Confectionery Store, who has been a traveling salesman for 
the Davidson Candy Manufacturing Company at Des 
Moines, Iowa, for the past seven years, has resigned his 
position to take effect April 1.  He will then devote his 
entire time to his two confectionery stores, the one in this 
city and one at Oxford.  He will also engage in the 
manufacture of candy.  He has rented three large rooms on 
the sixth floor of the Oldham building where he will 
manufacture his candy.   
 

SIDNEY (9th)-The members of the Amusu club enjoyed 
one of their most pleasant social afternoons Wednesday 
when Mrs. Ed Salm was their hostess at her home on 
south Ohio avenue.  An interesting St. Patrick’s contest 
was held with Mrs. Will Salm winning the first prize and 
Mrs. John Kiser the consolation.  Needlework was a 
pleasure.  The dainty two course lunch served carried out 
the St. Patrick colors of cerise and white.  The guests of the 
club were: Mrs. Frank Rock, Mrs. Will Salm and Mrs. 
James Shea. 
 

About 5 PM Monday afternoon four theatrical people, two 
men and two women, said to have been married, got off 
the south bound C.H.&D. train and started for the Big 
Four depot to board a train for the east.  The train was late 
and they stopped at the Home Restaurant, conducted by 
Mr. & Mrs. Reed, at the foot of the C.H. &D. hill, to get 
lunch.  While they were eating the lunch one of the men in 
the party produced a bottle of beer and began drinking it.  
Mr. & Mrs. Reed strenuously objected to this stating that it 
was against the law and one word brought on another until 
it began to look like there would be a fight.  The police 
reported that Mrs. Reed grabbed a club and struck one of 
the men over the head with it and that Mr. Reed started 
after him with a butcher knife.  By this time the police were 
called and the entire bunch were taken to the Mayor’s 
offices.  On hearing the stories told by the different 
participants of the row Mayor Crozier gave them some real 
sound advice and told them to all behave themselves in the 
future. 
 

COLUMBUS (23rd)-March 20-The descendants of the 
manumitted slaves of John Randolph, of Roanoke Virginia, 
lost their suit, to gain possession of land purchased for 
them in Mercer county, Ohio, in 1846, Tuesday when the 
Supreme court sustained the lower courts of Mercer 
county, which held that the 21 year statute of limitation 
and adverse possession of the lands by others barred their 
rights of action. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 

you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 
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