What’s next for the Ross Center

The Ross Historical Center has been filled with fifth graders from
all over the county touring our present exhibit, “Coming to America.” This
exhibit will close on February 28, 2018. The Exhibit Committee will
quickly strip the Ross Center and begin to building the new exhibit for
2018, “Turmoil During the First Quarter of the 20™ Century.”

In twenty five short years, the United States would be changed
forever. The role of women would transform from being a dutiful wife,
who was to be seen and not heard, to a woman with a voice. Women
promoted prohibition to create better lives for their children and demanded
their right to vote. Men went off to fight the “War to end all Wars” only to
return home and face a deadly new foe, the Spanish Influenza.

Join us as we partner with the Shelby County Health Department
for the program “Spanish Influenza Epidemic Strikes Shelby County” on
April 17, 2018, at the Ross Historical Center at 7:00 p.m.
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Tawawa Civic Park Celebration

The Society needs your support as we join with the City of Sidney
to host Tawawa Civic Park’s 70" Anniversary celebration on June 30,
2018. The day will start with a Fun Run/Walk down the old railroad tracks
which is now called Whipp Road. Activities for the whole family will
continue throughout the day. A Living History Presentation will share the
history of the park and tell about all the men who have an area named after
them. Come enjoy a guided nature walk, fishing derby for kids, cruise-in,
bike rodeo and many more fun events. There will be something for
everyone! Please mark your calendar now and plan to spend June 30"
exploring Tawawa Civic Park with your family!

June 30, 2018




Kroger Community Rewards Program

Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card? The Shelby County Historical Society is
excited to announce that we are now participating in the Kroger Community Rewards
Program!

Here is what you need to do:

Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society. Our organization number is
91880. Choose our name and “Enroll.”

What this does:

Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your

eligible purchases will be donated to the Society! It’s that easy!
Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the
Community Rewards Program.

Don’t forget to tell your family
and friends how easy it is
to support the
Shelby County Historical Society!

Shopper’'s Card

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” t I ia yow

hidden clues: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 3rd-498-1653 belongs to SCHS January Volunteer Info:
Shelby Ct 8th-Helman Brothers 29 Volunteers
Maplewood 22nd - a lagniappe 194 Hours

(something received as a bonus)

Who found the clues: Volunteer gift certificate winners for

Carolyn Haney, Tom Salm, Susie Martin, January:
Dean Morrow
Kathie Woodruff
' The clue will be found ONLY in the Congratulations! Thank you to all our
“Out of the Past” section. volunteers! We depend on you! In January,

275 people participated in SCHS programs.
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Social events have always been a highlight of a
community, no matter what the era. They are a time for
newcomers and old friends alike to congregate and
enjoy shared festivities and celebrate a common
purpose. Gatherings such as this were quite prominent
at the turn of the twentieth century, and Sidney was no
stranger to such events. In 1927, a committee of
dedicated members of the community joined together
to host the first ever Sidney Home Coming
Celebration. It was described by the Sidney Daily News
as “the most stupendous undertaking of its nature
attempted in the history of Shelby County.” This week-
long celebration was to be held in the middle of
August and was used to showcase all the positive
changes that had occurred within Sidney.

Weekly Program

From August 14-20, thousands of visitors
flocked to the events held downtown at Wagner Field,
at the foot of Poplar St., as well as Julia Lamb Athletic
Field at the old high school. The week opened on
Sunday with each of the churches in Sidney having its
own special home coming services. On Monday
morning, all of the concessions and rides pulled into
town, followed by a concert by the Jackson Center
Band and huge firework display in the evening.
Tuesday, there was a civic reception on the court
square, and a home coming picnic held at the
fairgrounds followed by a community singing event in
the evening. By Wednesday, there were several events
occurring daily, with a reunion for all the Spanish-
American War veterans at the fairgrounds, a Kiwanis
dinner at noon, fraternal night at all of the local lodges,
a preview of Thursday’s parade, and the opening night
for the Pageant of Progress. On Thursday, there was a
Pioneer Banquet by the Sixty Year Club, a grand
parade, and the second showing of the pageant. Friday,
there was a civic excursion through various
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manufacturing plants and points of interest, the final
showing of the pageant, and an encore of the firework
display from Monday night. Saturday ended the home
coming week with County Day where athletic events
and a county picnic took place on the High School
grounds. All throughout the week, there were also
rides and concessions at the Wagner show grounds
along with a Starlight Ballroom. There was also an
antique display as well as a window arrangement of
photographs of “old time residents.”
Sidney, a “Galaxy of Beauty”

According to descriptions from within the
Sidney Daily News, Sidney during the week of its first
home coming was quite a sight to behold. The Grey
Decorating Company was hired to help the downtown
get ready and decorate the storefronts of all of the
businesses to make Sidney the “best decorated city in
Northern Ohio.” The streets around the court square
down through to Wagner’s Field were decorated with
flags, and more than a thousand lights lit up the home
coming show grounds at Wagner’s Field. The
following paragraph was published in the Sidney Daily
News after the opening day of the celebrations:

“The city took on a gala appearance with the
red, white and blue bunting combined with the
National colors displayed from practically every
business house of the city. Never before has Sidney
displayed such a galaxy of beauty as its citizens awoke
to find this morning. Every place that the eyes of the
residents of the beautiful city turned they were met by
the bright colors of the National Emblem. From the
tops of the highest buildings to the sidewalks below
blazed forth the colors that thrill the heart of every red
blooded American.”

That Monday morning, a steady stream of
concession companies and rides belonging to the R. C.
Gooding Amusement Company paraded through
downtown until they came to the show grounds at the
foot of Poplar St. The latest rides, such as a Merry-go-
Round, were brought for the enjoyment of all attending
and were fully set up by Tuesday morning. Alongside
the out of town concessions, several local concession
stands were set up as well. The highlight for the
younger crowd, however, was a grand 100 x 100 ft.
open air dancing pavilion with enough space to hold
nearly 500 couples at one time. It was nicknamed the
“Starlight Ballroom” with the slogan “dancing under

the stars” used to capture the essence of the
3



venue. Clarence Frank, a leading ballroom manager at
the time, was brought in by the local committee to
oversee the ballroom functions. Several local groups,
such as the Jackson Center Band, were hired to play
throughout the week. This ballroom was packed each
night of the Home Coming celebration and was one of
the most popular places of entertainment.

“A Mammoth Display of Fireworks”

In this day and age, it is common for most
people to witness at least one or two displays of
fireworks throughout the summer. Fireworks have
greatly evolved over the past 200 years, and what we
might think of as a usual occurrence was a special treat
to visitors at a social event in the early twentieth
century. Sidney’s Home Coming celebration was no
exception and treated its patrons not only to one, but
two grand displays of fireworks during the week. The
home coming committee hired the Gordon Fireworks
Company from out of Chicago, who also was the
company in charge of the firework show at the Ohio
State Fair, to arrange the display. This display was
predicted to excel any shown in the county since the
turn of the century.

The first night of the “mammoth display of
fireworks” was held on Monday evening after the
concert by the Jackson Center Band. A representative
of the Gordon Fireworks Co. was there to arrange the
firing of the display, which took place on the northern
bank of the show grounds. Although this display was
shot off early due to dampness, it was estimated that
between nine and ten thousand people were in
attendance. According to the Sidney Daily News, this
display “by far surpassed anything ever shown in
Sidney” and could be seen from all across the show
grounds. A second display was exhibited on Friday
night in connection with the pageant performance for
those that might have missed the first one. This show
was estimated to be twice the size of the one on
Monday and featured unique designs. Both shows were
free to view for all who attended.

Community Singing

Early Tuesday evening, Aug. 16, nearly two
thousand people took part in a community concert on
the west side of the courthouse. The old time songs and
melodies were sung by a choir of several hundred
volunteers from all across Shelby County and directed
by Rev. Cohagen with the community orchestra
directed by Smith Forrar, chairman of the committee in
charge of the event. A few of the old favorites enjoyed
by the attendees were “America,” “Old Black Joe,”
“My Old Kentucky Home,” “Nellie Gray,” “Juanita,”
“Sweet Adeline,” “Swanee River,” and “Just a Song at
Twilight.” At the end, a special song was sung in
honor of the first home coming celebration called

“Let’s Go Back,” written and composed by Jack Rike
and Bill Tehr. Preceding the choir’s performance was
the weekly concert by the famous Sidney Municipal
Band under the direction of Prof. B. O. Worrell. Their
concert opened with Sousa’s famous march “The Stars
and Stripes Forever” and continued with various other
marches and old time classics. The highlight of the
band’s performance was “Honolulu Moon,” sung first
as a solo by W. H. Crusey, then played as a coronet
quartet, and finally sung again as a duet with Thomas
Faulkner and W. H. Crusey.
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. ; . Fuller Street,
“The High Wire King”
after being the youngest person to walk a tightrope
across the Niagara Falls in 1896 at the age of 21. He
was the last person to do so for over a hundred and
fifteen years until Nik Wallenda completed the journey
in 2012. Nearly ten thousand people crowded the home
coming show grounds to see the high wire act
performed by James Hardy. Dressed as a clown, Hardy
made the crowd laugh at first with his crazy antics,
keeping the crowd at the edge of their seats with his
“foolish” but intentional blunders. He performed a
number of feats on a wire sixty feet high and stretched
across the grounds, which were enjoyed immensely by
all in attendance.
Pageant of Progress
The biggest performance of the entire week
began on Wednesday afternoon; a Pageant of Progress
depicting the history of Shelby County. Rehearsals for
the pageant began in early August under the direction
of Mr. Weldon B. Wade, director of the John B.
Rodgers Production Co. from Fostoria. The pageant
had a cast of over 600 people including the “sons and
daughters of many of Shelby County’s leading
families.” The pageant started with an address by Miss
Shelby County Jane Cook and continued to exhibit the
history of Shelby County from Christopher Columbus’
discovering America to the American Revolution to
the death of Col. John Hardin to the Civil War to the
current condition of Shelby County in 1927. Music for
the performance was provided by the Sidney
Municipal Band. One of the feature acts towards the
end of the program was a “Human Flag” made up of
over one hundred young girls wearing white dresses
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and carrying red, white, and blue parasols. There was a
crowd of nearly fifteen hundred people that viewed the
first presentation of the pageant at the Julia Lamb
Memorial Field with similar crowds attending both
Thursday and Friday afternoon’s performances. On
Friday afternoon a “moving picture” of the Pageant of
Progress (among other events throughout the week)
was taken and later viewed at the Capitol Theatre and
kept for a permanent record. This was to be the first
time the city of Sidney ever appeared in a motion
picture and it would be a true treasure to discover if
this film yet exists somewhere.
“The Greatest Parade Ever Staged”

Sidney’s Home Coming celebration would not
have been complete if it had not included the largest
parade that had yet been seen down the streets of
Sidney. By the Saturday before Home Coming week,
32 floats had already been registered, and more were
predicted to join by the first parade on Wednesday
evening. Two parades were scheduled for the Home
Coming celebration; one on Wednesday evening at
6:30, and one on Thursday afternoon that was
originally supposed to be at 10:30, but was postponed
until 4:00 because of rain. According to the Sidney
Daily News, the completed list was supposed to
surpass any float parade that had ever been held in
Shelby County. The Grey Decorating Co. of Columbus
was supposed to create many “new and novel effects”
that had not been used in previous parades. On several
of the automobiles, there were beautiful floral designs
created out of multi-colored tissue paper. A majority of
Sidney’s leading businesses, manufacturers, marching
bands, and fraternal organizations were to have several
unique floats in this parade. Silver cups for the most
unique and the best decorated float and automobile
were on display at Kah’s Jewelry Store until they were
handed out by the judges after Thursday afternoon’s
parade.

The parade committee believed that more
people would witness these parades than had ever been
seen in Sidney at one time, and their estimates were
not far off. Close to 20,000 people lined the streets for
more than two miles for Wednesday evening’s parade,
making it the “largest evening crowd ever assembled

in Sidney at one time,” according to the Sidney Daily
News. On Thursday, the crowd viewing the second
parade was even larger, thus meeting the committee’s
predictions from earlier in the week.

The parade itself was comprised of a vast
majority of Sidney’s businesses, organizations, and
musicians. The following businesses and organizations
were all listed as having floats in the parade: the
Chamber of Commerce, Thedieck Dept. Store,
Anderson Body Co., B.P.O.E. Sidney Lodge, Pioneer
Dept. Store, Ohio Electric Power Co., Peoples Savings
and Loan Assn., Knights of Pythias, Red Men
Fraternal, Kiwanis Club, American Legion Ladies
Auxiliary, Hill Top Bottling Works, Green Battery
Store, Taylor Hardware Co., Lohmire Drug Co.,
Holland Furnace Co., Steinle Stove Co., Refiner’s Oil
Co., and Handy Service Grocers among several others.
Several of the units that only marched were the Guard
unit, the Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, Girl Scouts,
members of fraternal organizations, and personnel
from the industrial plants in town. Several of Sidney’s
factories closed temporarily on Thursday afternoon so
that their employees could take part in the parade.

The “greatest parade ever staged” began on
Ohio Ave., went south to Main Ave., north to Poplar
St., west to Ohio Ave., south to Court St., then it
doubled back around at Main Ave. and ended at the
intersection of Court St. and Ohio Ave. Leading the
parade were the color guard carrying the flag and
members of the Sidney branch of the American
Legion. They were followed by the Sidney Municipal
Band, Boy Scouts, Red Men, and Modern Woodmen.
The first official float of the parade was the Queen’s
float with Shelby County’s Queen, Miss Jane Cook. It
contained a throne decorated with white and pink roses
over an Oakland automobile and was driven by Myron
Partington of the Partington Motor Sales Co. where the
float had been on display the week leading up to the
event. All of the rest of the floats and marching units
followed suit, with decorations predominantly in red,
white, and blue. The last float to parade down the




streets was created by the Health Dept. featuring a nurse
visiting a sick patient and the inspection of milk for
babies, and was the only horse drawn float in the
parade. A motion picture was taken of Thursday
afternoon’s parade as well and shown later at the
Capitol Theatre along with other scenes from the
festivities throughout the week.

At the conclusion of the parade, the awards
were handed out by the judges from where they were
seated in the viewing stand on the north side of the
court square. Knupps Automotive Co. won first place
for the best decorated float while the Elks Club came in
second. The award for best designed float went to the
Capitol Theatre with the Thedieck Dept. Store coming
in second.

Keeping History Alive

Much as it is our mission at the Shelby County
Historical Society to educate and preserve Shelby
County’s history, it was a goal of the home coming
committee members to inform the public of many
leading past residents and what life was like during the
county’s first years of existence. In the week leading up
to the Home Coming celebration, articles on the
following subjects, among many others, were published
in the Sidney Daily News: the life of Byron Joslin, a
history of Sidney, John Burkhart and his shoe business,
William Piper’s business, famous newsboy Charles P.
Rogers, the first public schools, and early Sidney bands.

An antique display was also a featured exhibit
available for patrons to view at the Oldham building in
the old O. B. Taylor furniture storeroom starting
Sunday until the festivities ended the following
Saturday. This building still exists today as Canal Place

Apartments and is instead known by many as the
Kauffman building. The community was asked by
Henry Kah and the rest of the committee in charge of
the display to loan any artifacts pertaining to pioneer
life in Sidney, which would consequently be tagged and
guarded both day and night. There were articles from
every era on display, dating from before Christ to the
mid-late 1800°s which included spinning wheels, old
papers and books, coverlets and quilts, coins and paper
money, pictures, old deeds, guns, furniture, farm tools,
and anything else that was old and of interest to the
audience.

A local business took advantage of the week’s

festivities to create a window display containing
photographs of some of Sidney’s prominent old time
residents. Harry VandeGrift’s studio displayed these
photographs in the window of the new Sidney building.
At the top of the display was a picture of all the pioneer
mothers, including Mrs. Julia Lamb, Mrs. Margaret
Haslup, Mrs. Elinor Conklin, Mrs. Sallie Stevenson,
and others. Below their photograph were several
pictures of the older male residents such as W. H. C.
Goode, Wm. Haslup, Gen. J. O. Amos, Capt. E. E. Nutt,
Jacob Piper Sr., and several more. This display was
available for all to view during the entire week of home
coming.

Such a magnificent representation of civic spirit

must certainly have created the community pride that
became a trademark for Sidney for many years to
follow.

Written by Jane Bailey

June 13, 2018
11:30 am to 1 p.m.

Ticket Required:
$20.00 Members - $22.00 Non-Members

"Right to Vote'" program

After a lovely luncheon of delectable treats, be prepared
for a discussion on whether it’s part of a woman’s role in
society to vote.
capability, or even the right, to pick candidates that will
lead our country?

Do they have the intelligence and



Sy

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
MARCH-1943-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (4™)-Actual construction on the new wing of the
Wilson Memorial hospital is expected to get under way within a
few weeks following a meeting of H. W. Olmsted, project
engineer with the public building administration and officials of
the local hospital, Wednesday afternoon. Preliminary details for
erection of the new 20-bed wing by the federal government
under a grant of $66,000 were worked out and necessary papers
are expected to be completed within the next several weeks.
Meeting with Mr. Olmsted and hospital trustees was F. F.
Freytag, government architect, under whose direction the actual
construction work will be carried out.

SIDNEY (8t)-Paul Mauret, son of Mrs. Clair Maurer, 805
North Main avenue, has been promoted to the rank of captain
and has been awarded an army medal, the Silver Star, according
to letters received by his mother this week. Captain Maurer gave
no particulars as to why he was awarded the medal, but explained
to his mother that he and his unit were in Australia for a rest
treatment after they were relived from fighting in New Guinea
for the past several months. HBJ!

SIDNEY (17TH)-Miss Roselyn Ross has added her name to the
Shelby county enlistees in the WAAC’s, having completed her
examination earlier this week in Columbus. She has returned
here to remain until she is called for the preliminary training at
the close of the two week’s furlough. Miss Ross resides here
with her mother Mrs. Eleanor Ross, 131 North Miami avenue.
Miss Ross is a graduate of Sidney high school with the 1939 class,
and has had a secretarial position with the Ross Products
company. Her only brother, William Ross Jr., has been in the
United States army service since last October, located at Ft.
Lewis, Washington, and he is enroute this week from the west
coast to Ft. Benning, Ga.

SIDNEY-Everything is in readiness for the style show to be
staged this evening in the Uhlman's Depattment store under the
sponsorship of Delta Theta Tau sorority and Miss Vera Ginn,
general chairman of the revue for the Deltas, announces the style
event will begin at 8 o’clock, promptly. Music will be heard
throughout the evening, played by Ms. Dorothy Dull, Ms. Patsy
Cline, Ms. Dorothy Lerch and Robert Schieber, and they will play
the marches for the parade of 45 models that will show “what is
new for the 1943 spring season.” The tickets are 35 cents, plus
tax, and may be secured at the door at Uhlman’s tonight if not
purchased in advances.

SIDNEY (30TH)-If there is a modern Diogenes looking for the
key to law and order around Sidney-and he finds one, two or
three-they belong to Chief of Police William O’Leary who
announced today that he lost his keys in the vicinity of the post
office. But the chief, unlike Diogenes, is convinced that there are
honest men and he hopes to regain them today...C. D. Beck and
company received telegraphic instruction from the war
production board late Monday afternoon to arrange for the
production of 100 of their 41-passenger transit type coaches to
be delivered at the rate of 12 per month.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
March-1918-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

LOCKINGTON-It is understood that the ground is to be
broken in the construction work of the Lockington dam by the
Miami conservancy district on Wednesday of this week. A small
force of men is to start at work, not more than 10-12 men, but
these will be steadily increased until the maximum number has
been reached. Construction of the dam will occupy three and
one-half years of steady work.

SHELBY COUNTY-The Shelby County Deer Hunters’
Association held their 16t annual meeting at the court house
Thursday with 36 members present. The meeting called to order
by G. E. Allinger, president. Nine deer hunters were taken in as
new members. The following officers were re-elected: G. E.
Allinger; Frank Brewer; H. E. Bennett and James Ovenden. The
roster of members shows 118 since its organization. Twenty one
members have passed to their happy hunting ground leaving 96
members of the association at present...W. E. Baumgardner has
sold 17 tractors in the last couple months and now has placed 37
tractors in Shelby county. He recently rented the Groves’
blacksmith shop and has fitted it up for a service station in
connection with his place of business in the old armory building.
W. W. Curl, Wm. Joslin, Roscoe Leymaster, Cliff Hetzler, Chas.
Dorsey, and P. O. Stockstill have bought tractors.

SHELBY CT. (15™H)-Mrs. C. H. Eisenhatt, of Anna, has
offered a pair of Leghorn chickens from her flock to the local
Red Cross committee to be sold at the Red Cross auction...G.
A. Frazier will furnish one half bushel guaranteed 100 percent
seed corn and one bushel six weeks seed potatoes to the Red
Cross auction Saturday...Dell Wilkins was fined $50 and cost by
Mayor Forsyth Wednesday afternoon, after entering a plea of
guilty to a charge of posing for an immoral picture. Half of the
fine was suspended.

SIDNEY-The Boys Scouts are taking part in the selling of the
Thrift Stamps and Paul Fridley, of Fair avenue, holds the record
for selling the greatest number of stamps. He has sold one
thousand dollars worth of stamps. A Boy Scout who sells $250
worth of stamps is entitled to a medal and gets a feather for
every additional $250 that he sells, so Paul is entitled to three
feathers on his badge.

SIDNEY-Sawdust-hogs-and clothes. It wouldn’t be good
business for you to try to fatten your hogs by mixing sawdust
with the feed, would it? You could save some money by doing
it.  You might kill the hogs. The money you save in buying
cheap clothes is like that. You lose more in the long run. Cheap
clothes are made of adulterated fabrics; they won’t wear. They
soon lose their shape, style and fit. Buy good clothes and be sure
they’re good---that’s the real way to save money in clothes. The
kind we have here are made by Hart Schaffner & Marx; they’re
all-wool; they’re tailored to give long, stout service. They cost
just enough to have the qualities you need. You can’t get these
essentials for less. Stop in at J. L. Adler-2 doors North Traction-
Sidney Ohio. This is the home of Hart Schaffner & Marx
Clothes.
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