
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 

CONTACT US: 

937-498-1653 

 

On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

 

  FaceBook:  

Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  

promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

Dianne O’Brien, Dublin, OH 

Rebecca Heilers, Houston, OH 

Rhonda Russell, Sidney, OH 

Dusty Hickerson, Fort Loramie, OH 

 

 

 

 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

March 2019 Edition 

Judge Jeff Beigel will discuss the probate 

court record-keeping history and how to find 

marriage records, birth and death records, 

and estate records located in the Probate 

Court.   

Date: March 12, 2019 

Time: 7:00 PM 

Location: Ross Historical Center 

      201 N. Main Ave. 

      Sidney, OH 45365 

When: April 1, 2019 @ Noon 

Where: Historic Sidney Theatre 

            120 B W Poplar St. 

            Sidney, OH 45365 

 Shelby County has officially been in existence for 200 

years! Come join us at the Historic Sidney Theater as we kick 

off the year-long Bicentennial Celebrations with a bang! 

 This event is free and open to the public but because of 

limited space, tickets will be required.  Please visit the Visitor’s 

Bureau at https://www.visitsidneyshelby.com/bicentennial-

events-schedule/ for ticket locations and further information. 

 

***Time subject to change*** 

Bicentennial Kickoff Event 
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Volunteers 

January Volunteer Info: 

  52Volunteers 

223 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

January: 
Dean Morrow 

Jeanne Schlagetter 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In January, 

192 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Lockington 19th - gossamer is another 
word for cobweb. 

Sidney - John Dunlap and Farrel Kaplan 
 

Who found the clues: 
Phyllis Seving, Janet Born, and Carol Leffler 

 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the  

“Out of the Past” section.  

 Our community will soon be celebrating two important milestones.  Shelby County will 
celebrate her bicentennial in 2019, and the City of Sidney will celebrate a similar anniversary in 
2020.  The Sidney/Shelby County Bicentennial Committee was formed nearly a year ago to begin 
planning for these dual celebrations. 
 An opening activity will be held at the Shelby County Courthouse on April 1, 2019, the 200th 
birthday of Shelby County!  Other activities will include a self-guided tour that highlights historic 
locations within the county (including churches), a lecture series featuring topics of local interest, 
an antique show that showcases local  memorabilia, a Guinness World Record event, and events in 
conjunction with already established community festivals including the Anna Homecoming, the 
Botkins Carousal, the Jackson Center Community Days, etc. 
 Such an undertaking requires a great deal of time and effort.  Monetary donations to support 
the bicentennial are needed.  Volunteers are also needed to contribute time, energy, and materials to 
ensure the success of the combined celebrations.  If you are interested in making a donation or to 
volunteer, you are encouraged to contact Greg and Priscilla Wilt at (937) 726-4805.  Please call them 
with questions. 
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 As we observe our county’s 

Bicentennial milestone, we note that for more 

than 200 years, agriculture and that subtle 

interrelationship between people, animals and 

the soil has been Shelby County’s first, 

primary and most basic industry.  Our agrarian 

society continues today as a large sphere of 

economic activity with the production of food, 

fiber, fuel and the processing of commodities. 

 The 240,000 plus acres that comprise 

our county’s land base, was formed some 

14,000 years ago as the last or Wisconsin 

glacier retreated.  This glacial action resulted 

in a landscape of rich 

topsoil transposed over a 

layer of glacial till and 

fragmented rock. 

 The Miami River 

was a result of this great 

ice sheet and is the main 

water course flowing 

from the northeast to the 

southwest through the 

county coupling with the 

Loramie Creek watershed 

as a major tributary.  

Numerous other minor 

creeks complete the 

drainage system.  

 In the ensuing 

years, dense unbroken hardwood forests and 

intermittent swampy areas formed and 

provided habitat for many animals including 

wolves, deer, bears and other wildlife. 

 The Miami and Shawnee Indian tribes, 

led by their chiefs, Tecumseh and Blue Jacket, 

roamed in the region.  Conflicts and 

disagreements with these natives and the early 

pioneers were often encountered until the 

Treaty of Greenville, a treaty of peace and 

friendship was agreed upon by all parties in 

1795. 

 As settlers ventured into Western Ohio, 

into an unfamiliar land and the associated  

challenges of a new way of life, their days  

were not easy. These hardy pioneers cleared 

the forests and undergrowth, constructed log 

houses as a shelter against the elements, 

planted garden vegetable plots and crops of 

vegetables, wheat, corn, flax and oats.  The 

isolation of pioneer life, with only trails or 

difficult roads to traverse in connecting with 

the outside world, added to the many obstacles 

and impediments encountered in this vast, 

desolate wilderness. 

 From these early years with persistent, 

determined people on the land, our Shelby 

County agriculture 

evolved into a viable, 

important industry.  

Within the borders of 

the county, about 

208,000 acres are 

now planted annually 

on some 1100 farms, 

to soybeans, corn, 

wheat, oats and 

forage crops. The 

livestock enterprises 

include dairy, swine, 

beef, poultry, and 

sheep. 

 Although the 

number of farms in 

our 14 townships has decreased slightly in 

recent years, the individual farm size has 

increased as well as the market value of 

products sold. Ninety nine percent of the farm 

units are family owned, closely held 

businesses; some being owned by the same 

families for more than a century. 

 Shelby County is exceptionally unique 

in that new money or wealth is generated 

yearly from three major entities: agriculture, 

manufacturing, and mining (gravel, sand, 

ornamental stone).  It is estimated these 

industries propagate or circulate income seven 

times within our local economy and exert a 

profound and positive effect in our area. 
  

AGRICULTURE IN SHELBY COUNTY 
By: Roger L.  Lentz 

Shelby County Historical Society Trustee 

Early Shelby County settlers farmed to sustained 

their families.  This photo is from 

the Shelby County Infirmary taken in the 

late 1800s to early 1900s. 



 

whimsical uncertainties and conditions beyond 

the farm gate.  A farm is a dynamic, tenacious, 

continuous, busy place where people skills, 

character and moral qualities, and that eternal 

optimism coupled with a “can do spirit” all 

combine.  Historically this has been an essential 

part of the economic and sociological mix that 

has contributed to the success of our great 

nation and continues to this day. 

 Abraham Lincoln once stated that 

agrarian pursuits lead to a further reflection and 

that no other human occupation opens so wide a 

field for the profitable and agreeable 

combination of labor with cultivated thought as 

agriculture.  His words are a fitting tribute to 

those that love the land and live an honorable 

way of life. 

 We are both fortunate and blessed to 

have had a strong, viable agricultural industry in 

Shelby County for more than 200 years. 
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 Several “first in the nation” 

accomplishments can be attributed to the people 

of agriculture in Shelby County.  These include 

the first to introduce rural electric cooperatives, 

first rural home to receive electricity in the 

United States (Washington township), first in 

the nation to organize Farm Bureau Advisory 

Councils, and the very first and only county to 

organize a foreign food aid program for the 

German people after the Second World War. 

 A number of local agricultural leaders 

have held offices or positions of leadership and 

prominence at both the state and national levels.  

It is through these associations with leadership 

and promotion efforts that we augment 

awareness of the unique partnership between 

agricultural producers and the consumer in 

providing a safe, healthful, affordable and 

abundant food supply. 

 Agriculture’s people are all too familiar 

with  the  capriciousness  of  nature  and  the   

Shelby County was the very first and only county to organize a foreign food aid 

program, for the German people, after WWII. 
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 As spring draws nearer and hints of warmer 

weather tempt us with what’s to come, it’s easy to 

forget that this is often one of the most dangerous 

times of the year. Destructive weather patterns such as 

the Palm Sunday tornado in 1965 are quite common 

during the spring months, and it is for incidents like 

the following that Ohio has designated the third week 

in March, the 17-23 this year, as Spring Severe 

Weather Awareness Week. 

 On the last day of winter, Friday, March 19, 

1948, a series of tornados and raging high winds swept 

across the Midwest. They caused massive amounts of 

destruction, leaving hundreds of people homeless 

while taking the lives of over 50 people, with millions 

of dollars of property damaged. The high winds 

formed Thursday night in Texas and swept northeast, 

spanning across Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, 

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 

New York. The worst area affected was southwest 

Illinois near St. Louis where 43 people were left 

dead and 375 injured in the storm’s wake. The US 

Army and Red Cross were dispatched throughout 

Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio. It was recorded that the 

area of low pressure extended from the Rocky 

Mountains to the Appalachian Mountains, and the 

storm path swept from Alabama to the Great Lakes 

region. 

 Although Ohio was not hit nearly as badly as 

some of the neighboring states, the high winds still 

left their mark across the state. Five people lost their 

lives, two of which were young children praying in a 

catholic school in Landeck in Allen County when 

the church steeple collapsed into the school. The 

majority of damage from the storm centered in the 

Wood, Putnam, Van Wert, and Allen County area; 

however, cities all over the state felt the wrath of the 

55-90 mph winds. 

 Sidney and several areas of Shelby County 

were struck by a tornado and gale force winds that 

fateful Friday. Luckily, no one was seriously hurt 

and the only injury reported was to Jacob Elsass of 

Botkins, who suffered a few cuts and bruises when a 

tree limb crashed through the roof of his car after he 

pulled up to the Fink Barbershop in Anna. Every 

telephone on the Shelby County exchange was 

blasted, with most of the toll lines put out of order,  

making it difficult for families and emergency crews 

to check in  with each other. Power lines were down 

throughout the state, and every Dayton Power and 

Light emergency crew in the territory served by 

Sidney was dispatched, ranging from Coldwater to 

Urbana to Marysville. In Sidney, the most damage 

occurred to the Drummond Engineering and 

Manufacturing Co. building, which was the former 

Mary L. Poultry Plant on Brooklyn Ave. It was 

flattened by high winds in the storm causing $10,000-

$15,000 in damages. Parts for Copeland had been 

stored inside of the demolished building, which were 

estimated to be another $50,000 lost. The Johnson 

Building on Wapakoneta Ave. was also affected with 

all of the glass windows being blown out. 

Front page of the Sidney Daily News  

March 20, 1948. 
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 Throughout the county, many farm buildings 

were damaged, with several barns south of Botkins 

ripped from their foundations. Damage claims were 

filed almost by the minute at the office of the Shelby 

County Farmers Mutual Insurance Association in 

Anna. A majority of the county’s damage from the 

tornado was centered in the McCartyville area, with 

barns on both the Heitman and Elsass farms collapsing 

on livestock, and a machine shed that was once an old 

schoolhouse threw bricks all over the highway west of 

town. Aside from farm buildings, the buildings with 

the next most damage in the area were two catholic 

churches: the Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church 

in McCartyville and St. Lawrence Catholic Church in 

Rhine. 

 The Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church 

suffered probably the most damage of the two 

churches. Thousands of dollars of damage was done to 

the property after winter’s final hurrah. The high force 

winds ripped off half of the roof on the west side of 

the church, pouring debris into the interior and 

exposing it to the elements. The steeple was badly 

damaged as well and in danger of collapsing while 

multiple trees were uprooted and scattered about. 

Parishioners spent Saturday afternoon moving the 

pews and altar to the school’s gymnasium, where 

services were held for almost five years while the old 

church was dismantled and the new one rebuilt. 

 Damage from the tornado and high winds also 

hit the small farming community of Rhine near 

Botkins, with wood, sheet metal, and even watering 

troughs from nearby farms littering the countryside. 

The Fullenkamp farm had several barns a complete 

wreck and farm machinery buried under debris, while 

many houses were missing parts of their roofs and 

shingles. The steeple of the St. Lawrence Catholic 

Church there had toppled over completely, landing 

partly onto the school beside it. Fortunately, the 

church didn’t sustain much more structural damage 

and the steeple was rebuilt, although its tower lost the 

majority of its height. This shortened church steeple is 

most likely the only remaining evidence of one of the 

worst storms in Shelby County’s history, standing as a 

testament to the amount of destruction a spring storm 

can cause. 

Written by Jane Bailey 

Damage caused to the steeple of St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

A “before” and “after” view of St. 

Lawrence’s steeple. 



 

Sidney Daily News 
1949 March 70 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

KETTLERSVILLE (1st)-Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Brockman, 
a bride and bridegroom of Saturday, the 26th of February, 
will be at home in Anna when they return from their 
honeymoon trip to Niagara Falls.  They left on their trip 
immediately following the plighting of their troth at half 
after five o’clock in the afternoon before the altar in the 
Evangelical Reform church in Kettlersville.  The Rev. 
Diehm of Kettlersville officiated, performing the double 
ring ceremony.  The bride was the former Miss Clarabell 
Egbert, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Egbert of Anna, 
and the bridegroom is the son of Mrs. William Brockman 
of Anna.  The bride and bridegroom both wore tailor made 
brown pinstriped suits.  The bride’s accessories were of 
dark brown.  She wore a corsage of yellow roses. 
 

SIDNEY (3rd)-Wentz Chevrolet Inc. has purchased the 
business interests of The Shelby Motor Company and has 
received the Chevrolet Dealership for Sidney from 
Chevrolet Division of General Motors.  A full line of 1949 
Chevrolet Cars and Trucks will be on display at the Formal 
Opening Saturday on Wapak Avenue.  President William 
Wentz and Vice President Randy Wentz hopes you all stop 
in and see the new showroom. 
 

MCCARTYVILLE (23rd)-Ever since they started to 
dismantle Sacred Heart Church in McCartyville a week ago, 
everybody in town was anxious for workmen to locate the 
cornerstone.  Three men living in the village today 
remember the erection of the church in the early 1880’s-
Frank Watercutter, 80; Henry Schemmel 77, and Henry 
Flaute, 87.  They knew there was something special sealed 
in the cornerstone.  Frank Watercutter went down to the 
church to help locate it.  (Sacred Heart church was 
condemned a year ago when a severe storm damaged it 
beyond repair.  Church has been held in the McCartyville 
school since.  The condemned structure is being torn down 
to make way for a new church)   Residents of McCartyville 
remember the church was built by an almost pure Irish 
parish, so they decided with great humor this week that if a 
sealed bottle had been used to preserve anything in the 
cornerstone that it contained only paper-knowing the Irish.  
Sure enough, a beverage bottle was found when the 
cornerstone was located.  It contained two newspapers, a 
carefully-penned document with beautiful clear ink, two 
coins and a miraculous medal.  The cornerstone was a 
small block of white marble, sufficiently hollowed out to 
contain an airtight bottle.  It had a protecting lid of the 
same kind of white marble.  Dated 1882. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

MARCY-1919-100 YEARS AGO 
COMPILED BY Dean Morrow 

 

JACKSON CENTER-A meeting of the different 
committees on the electric light proposition was held at the 
Commercial Club rooms, Tuesday night.  This also 
included a number of Maplewood’s business men who are 
very much interested in having the current come from the 
south.  Jackson Center would be expected to build the 9 ½ 
miles from Port.  As Maplewood would then only have 
three-fourths of a mile of line to build and in view of the 
fact that our line would be a much more expensive one to 
build by going to Port by reason of the hilly and crooked 
road, the Board of Public Affairs and Council asked for a 
contribution from Maplewood to help make up the 
additional expense. 
 

SIDNEY (14th) – C. A. Sexauer, the popular baker who 
has been doing a good business in the baking line for a 
number of years because of the excellence of all the brands 
of bread, has commenced the wrapping of all his bread.  
The machine that wraps the bread is an invention of his 
son John, who has a natural aptitude for those things and 
his own make.  The cleanliness of the wrapped bread will 
appeal to all housekeepers. 
 

KETTLERSVILLE (21st)-Boost!  What for?  For your 
home town.  Conditions look favorable and almost certain 
that we will receive the electric current here.  Let us all 
boost and lend a hand where possible. 
 

ON THE ROAD-It is rather astonishing to think of 
covering 118 miles in less than 24 hours in an electric 
automobile, but such a trip was just been completed by Mr. 
B. P. Wagner.  He, with Mr. Churchman, a representative 
of the Milburn Company left the Secor Hotel, Toledo, at 
4:45 Tuesday afternoon and at 3:45 on Wednesday he 
drove his new Milburn into his garage in Sidney.  Tuesday 
night was spent in Findlay while the car was being 
recharged.  The battery was also given a two hour charge at 
Lima while its passengers stopped for luncheon.  The run 
from Lima was over (or rather thru) very rough, muddy 
roads in the midst of the pouring rain.  Mr. Wagner says 
that he never had a more comfortable or enjoyable ride. 
 

SIDNEY-A most delightful time was enjoyed at the pretty 
home of Miss Helen Mullen on Edgewood st., when the 
members of the T.N.T. club met there for their meeting.    
Fortune telling, dancing and music were indulged in during 
the pleasant hours.  A tempting lunch was served by the 
hostess.  Those present were:  Alice Smith, Willa 
Crumbaugh, Lenita Gerard, Vivian Silver, Betty Kiser, Inez 
Etherington, Blanche Stockstill and the hostess.  Four of 
the members were unable to be present. 
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Moving?  Please let us know 

your new address.   

The Post Office will not forward 

your newsletter to you. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  

       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   

       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 

       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Tom and Betsy Salm 

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
David and Nancy Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
George and Janice Snowden 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our 
Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate 
plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


