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  Facebook: Shelby County Historical  
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Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve  

and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 
excellence where we build for  

tomorrow by understanding the past” 
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Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  
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 As I returned home last week from seeing the movie “The 

Last Full Measure,” I was filled with emotion. The courage and 

sacrifice our American soldiers endured touches my heart and soul.  

Today, I find myself in the same place I have been twice before 

when the Shelby County Historical Society has hosted the 

Traveling Vietnam Wall in 2010 and 2015.  Both times we started 

with lots of overhead and insecurity about payment of bills.  

However, in both events the community came together and the 

events were amazing.   When I was asked by the City of Sidney to 

host the Traveling Vietnam Wall in 2020, I said only if we get 

financial support from the City of Sidney and the Bicentennial 

Committee.   

 The City of Sidney stepped up and paid for the Wall, but 

every organizer will tell you that the lead act is maybe only half of 

what it costs to host a week-long event.  That is why I am writing 

this letter.  The Shelby County Historical Society is in need of your 

help to offset the cost of advertising, stage and sound equipment, 

rental of tents, port-a-pots, computers, golf carts, and all the 

logistical equipment to make this even happen.  

 The Sidney Visitors Bureau, Veterans Service Agency, and 

the Vets to D.C. have all made donations, but we still need to raise 

about $12,500 to meet our budget.  If you can’t make a financial 

commitment, please give your time.   

 We need people to guard the Field of Crosses and the 

Traveling Vietnam Wall starting at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 11, 

2020 until 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 17, 2020.  Additionally, we need 

people to man computer locators, drive golf carts for the 

handicapped visitors, and to assist in parking cars during the Cruise

-In.  Please contact the SCHS office at 937-498-1653 and tell us 

how you would be willing to help. 

Tilda Phlipot, Director 

The Traveling Vietnam 

Wall and Field of Crosses 
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Volunteers 

January Volunteer Info: 

 35 Volunteers 

201 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

January: 
Dean Morrow 

Chris Wooddell 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In January, 

243 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Sidney 16th - Vera Wang 
Sidney-February Aries Birthdays 

 
 

Who found the clues: 
Nancy Abels, Carolyn Haney, and Carol 

Leffler 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the  

“Out of the Past” section.  

 Steve is President of SAR Richard Montgomery 

Chapter. He will talk a little history and how people 

can see if they are eligible to join these groups. He 

will be in colonial uniform and discuss interesting 

facts about life during the American Revolution.  

Date: March 10, 2020 
Time: 7:00 PM 

Location: Ross Historical Center 
      201 N. Main Ave. 

      Sidney, OH 45365 
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Marjorie and Tom Dunnavant, of 

Sidney, pass the flag to Carleen Pettit. 

Marjorie’s fourth-great-grandfather, 

John Blake, purchased the first parcel 

of land in downtown Sidney and 

opened a tavern in 1820. 

Carleen Pettit, of 

Piqua, passes the 

flag to Suzanne 

Lentz.  Philip Smith 

was the great-great 

grandfather of 

Carleen Pettit. Smith 

started a business 

making wagon 

wheel spokes in 

1859 and a 

hollowware plant 

that was eventually  

sold to Wagner Mfg. 

Suzanne Lentz, of 

Anna, passes the flag 

to John Amos. 

Heinrich Henry Enders 

was the grandfather of 

Suzanne. He moved 

from Germany to 

Sidney in 1855 and 

opened a coverlet 

weaving business.   

Frank Gleason, Jr., of Sidney, 

passed the flag to Lynn Lindsey.  

Gleason’s father was one of a group 

known as the Four Horsemen, who 

purchased Copeland in 1937. Frank 

Gleason Sr. became the firm’s 

president in 1956 and his son took 

the reins in 1970, when the elder 

Gleason retired. Copeland became a 

subsidiary of Emerson Electric, 

now Emerson Climate 

Technologies, in 1986. 

Lynn Lindsey, of Sidney, passes the 

flag to Matt Gilardi. Lindsey 

represents her father, Robert 

Sargeant, who founded Sidney Tool 

& Die in 1954. Her great-great-

grandfather, John Sargeant, was the 

first child registered as born in Shelby 

County. That was in 1817. 

Steve Wagner, Sidney City 

Councilman, is a fifth-generation 

Sidneyite  He is a descended from 

Mathais Wagner, who operated the 

Sidney Arcade, a downtown grocery, 

and raised beef, after emigrating 

from Alsace-Lorraine in Europe. 

Steve’s great-grandfather, B.P., and 

Milton Wagner started Wagner Mfg. 

in 1891. Its cast iron cookware and 

hollowware and cast aluminum 

cookware became world famous.  

The Last Leg of the Shelby County Flag Run Held 2/22/2020 

Matt Gilardi, of Sidney, passes the 

flag to Steve Wagner. Matteo Gilardi 

settled in Sidney in 1896 but then 

went to St. Louis. He returned in 

1911 and started a produce business.  

Matteo was the great-grandfather to 

Matt. Matt’s grandfather, Tony, 

opened a restaurant and began to 

make pizzas in the 1950s. The 

Gilardi’s were the first in town to 

offer pizza. The restaurant then went 

from a little restaurant to a huge, international pizza company. 

John Amos, of Tipp City, passes the flag 

to Frank Gleason, Jr.  Amos is the great-

grandson of Gen. James O. 

Amos, who came to Sidney in 

1876 following two terms in the 

Ohio Senate and a stint as the 

state’s adjutant general. On Jan. 

1, 1891, Gen. Amos founded 

The Sidney Daily News. 
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 On Saturday last, on the steps of the court 

house, where many a sale has been cried for over 

forty years, the voice of the auctioneer was heard, 

saying: “How much do I hear for the old court 

house? Bid lively, gentlemen, this sale will not be 

put off; it is your last chance.” When $295 was 

offered there was a pause. No one broke the 

silence, and John Dunnebecke became the sole 

proprietor of our temple of justice. By the terms of 

the contract the last vestige must be removed by 

the 10th of March. The Treasurer, the Auditor and 

the Clerk of Court, commenced to gather up their 

musty and dusty records at the first sound of the 

demolishing hammer that descended on the 

northwest corner on 

Monday morning. The 

new twelve ton time lock 

safe was safely deposited 

in the temporary court 

house on Tuesday, and 

the Auditor and Treasurer 

are comfortably settled in 

their new quarters, while 

the Clerk has gone into 

the Town Hall in the 

Monumental building. 

Now that the demolition 

of the land mark has 

commenced, and the 

contracts for a new and 

substantial structure are 

made, a brief review of the temples of justice from 

the time of the organization of Shelby County to 

the present may not be uninteresting. This county 

was detached from Miami in 1819, and was named 

after Governor Shelby of Kentucky. According to 

the censuses of 1820, taken one year after its 

organization, the population was 2,142 about one 

half the number of inhabitants that now live within 

the corporate limits of Sidney. The county seat 

was originally at Hardin, and the first court held 

there was in a log cabin, May 13 and 14, 1819.  

The Hon. Joseph Crane, of Dayton, was the 

presiding Judge; Samuel Marshall, Robert Huston 

and William Cecil, associates; Harvey B. Foote 

was Clerk; Daniel Dingman, Sheriff, and Harvey 

Brown, of Dayton, Prosecutor. In 1820 the county 

seat was moved to Sidney, and for two years the 

courts were held in private buildings. The first 

court house was erected on lot 82, now owned and 

operated by Hugh Thompson and L. C. Barkdull. 

The house was a two-story frame building, 21 by 

30 feet, and is now owned and used by George 

Robbins as a blacksmith shop. In this building the 

court convened December 3, 1821. On July 23, 

1821(4), the Commissioners, Samuel Marshall, 

Peter Musselman and 

Samuel Gamble, met for 

the purpose of forming a 

plan for a new court 

house, to be erected in the 

public square. The plan 

adopted was to build it 

forty-four feet square and 

two stories high. The old 

court house, and lot 82, on 

which it stood, were to be 

sold and the money 

applied to the construction 

of the new one. There 

being no paper published 

in the county at that time, 

the letting was advertised 

in the Piqua Gazette for six weeks. The successful 

bidders were George D. Leckey, William Doak 

and Charles Bush. When the old court house and 

lot were sold, George D. Leckey bought them for 

five hundred dollars. The specifications for cupola 

were very elaborate and precise, and the Chinese 

balustrades and Doric columns, which were to 

ornament and support the octagonal architectural 

specimen, have a flavor of ironical, though 

unintentional, humor. John Niswanger was 

awarded  the  contract  of  building it for $399, and  

The old Courthouse and United Presbyterian  

Church taken in the late 1870s. 

The Old Court House Must Go 
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W. R. Persinger and Ezekiel Thomas were the 

Bondsmen. It was to be completed by the 1st of 

June, 1833. The last payment on the court house 

contract was paid Mr. Leckey, December 19, 

1834. The precise date of its first occupancy we 

were unable to find. It has been in constant use at 

least forty-six or forty-seven years, but has long 

been inadequate to meet the wants of the county, 

or to furnish offices for the officials. The court 

room, with its low ceiling and bad ventilation, has 

menaced the health of Judge, lawyers and jury, 

and cordially invited asphvxin. During an exciting 

trial in damp, warm weather, the steaming 

audience, with tobacco scented and catarrhal 

breath, sent forth an “offense so rank that it smelt 

to heaven.” Its last days were its most momentous 

ones. Three months ago Conrad Reutaubach 

received his death sentence for murder, and the 

week of its sale William Curtis, after an exciting 

trial, received sentence to the penitentiary for life 

for a most brutal case of wife murder. Jacob S. 

Conklin, our oldest practicing lawyer, who for 

forty years has practiced within its walls, either as 

Judge or barrister, made the last argument, and a 

criminal case marked the concluding scene in the 

old court room. Thus one after another of the old 

land marks go. The fashions of the world pass 

away, and it is well. As man makes progress, as 

civilization waxes in its course, as wealth 

increases, the wants of humanity augment, new 

aspirations spring, and the aesthetic in our nature 

elamors for recognition. Our new court house will 

meet not only increasing wants, comforts and 

business demands, but in its symmetry and beauty  

will cultivate that aesthetic taste which exists in 

human nature, and keeps pace with intellectual and 

moral development. The saying, oft repeated by 

those who oppose improvements, that what was 

good enough for our fathers is good enough for us, 

is not true. Neither should it be so. The remark 

used to savor of Christian humility, but its almost 

universal adoption by the miserly fogies of the 

world has divested it of all sanctity, and in the 

months of the rich it is an evidence of a shrunken 

soul, shriveled by a prosperity that ought to have 

been expansive in its influence. Let the old court 

house pass away without regret. It has outlived its 

usefulness – never was a beauty. Let the new one 

arise, substantial in worth and architectural 

comeliness, elegance and symmetry, an ornament 

in our midst, and a monument to the increasing 

aesthetic taste of our people. 

 

Note from Feb. 25, 1881 – The roof of the old 

court house has been taken down, and brick by 

brick the walls are sinking. The hollow copper 

sphere, through which the spire ran, was inspected 

yesterday. The bullet wound it received from 

Henry Baker’s flint lock rifle looks like a fresh 

wound, although it was given during the log cabin, 

coonskin, hard cider campaign of General 

Harrison, forty-one years ago. No especial interest 

is manifested in its downfall, except to have it 

done with dispatch. Most Americans value a new 

thing higher than a relic, unless its antiquity 

reaches into the dark ages. Our Court House was to 

old too be new, and too new to be a venerable 

relic. 

 Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card?  The Shelby County Historical Society 
is excited to announce that we are now participating in the Kroger Community Rewards 
Program! 
 Here is what you need to do: 
 Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.  
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community 
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society.  Our organization number is 
91880.  Choose our name and “Enroll.”   
 What this does: 
 Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of 
your eligible purchases will be donated to the Society!  It’s that easy! 
 Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the 
Community Rewards Program. 

Don’t forget to tell 
your family and 

friends how easy it is 
to support the  
Shelby County 

Historical Society! 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 
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“74 Boys Make SHS Band the Very Best in the Land” 
 

 Several years before The Ohio State University marching band was given the nickname “The Best Damn Band 

in the Land” by Coach Woody Hayes at a 1968 pep rally, a similar term was used to describe another marching band 

within the state of Ohio. In the spring of 1955, the Sidney High All Boy Band traveled along with 21 other bands from 

Ohio to perform at the national Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington D.C. The boys loaded into Greyhound buses 

and journeyed almost 500 miles to perform on Thursday, April 1, 

1955 in the national marching band contest at the nation’s capitol. 

The top bands from seven different states competed in this event 

that coincided with the festival, however the trophy was awarded to 

Sidney High’s marching band, who scored a 93.6. The judges, who 

were each directors of a respective military band, deemed Sidney 

the best all around organization in the contest. Their director, 

Richard Melvin, and drum major, Chuck 

Sekyra received their award Saturday morning 

at the Hotel Statler. A welcome home parade 

was given upon the band’s victorious return, 

and a key to the city was presented to the 

band by Mayor Emerson Deam. Special 

ribbons were then added to the band’s flag by 

Wilson Lochard to commemorate their 

outstanding achievement and for all to see. 

Sidney High School All Boy Band Flag 
 

 The chant “Sidney High! Sidney High!, Never Let That Spirit Die!” 

is often the first words that come to one’s mind when reminiscing about 

football games at Sidney High School. The melody behind these lyrics was 

often played by none other than the Sidney High School marching band. An 

artifact relevant to a bygone era of Sidney High’s history marched through 

our doors this past January. Once unfurled, the bright orange-yellow lyre 

and words “Sidney High School” shone proudly against the black silk 

background of the flag once carried by the Sidney High All Boy Band. This 

flag, outlined with gold fringe, is still in remarkable shape for its estimated age 

of at least 65 years. Attached near the gold spade at the top of the pole is an 

orange rosette and two black ribbons. The first ribbon reads “National 

Champions 1955” and the second “Cherry Blossom - Washington D.C.” For 

most people that are familiar with the Sidney High All Boy Band’s history, this 

flag is symbolic of one of their greatest achievements. However, to those either 

too young or not from the area, its significance is shrouded in mystery... 

Ala Mysteries 
at the Museum, 
a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey 

1955 Band Uniform 
 

SHS All Boy Band in DC and 

their return parade reception. 

Special ribbon citation added by 

Wilson Lochard. 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
MARCH-1950-70 YEARS AGO 
COMPILED BY Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY-2nd-Free Cookies-All Day Saturday! Baked on 
this 1950 Frigidaire Electric Range!  The thrifty giant oven 
goes clear across!  The Dayton Power & Light Home 
Counselors, Miss Betty M. Strickling and Miss Helen L. 
Dean, will be at our store All Day Saturday to demonstrate 
Electric Cooking on the 1950 Frigidaire Electric Range.  
Stop in and See Them.  CANTER&OLLER-115 S. Ohio 
Ave. West Side square.  “Look for the Frigidaire Sign. 
 

SIDNEY-14th-Sidney residents will be without bus service 
within the city after March 31 unless the Sidney Street 
Transit firm is continued under new ownership.  Kenneth 
L. Spinner, manager of Sidney Street Transit Inc., has 
notified city council that bus service will be terminated on 
March 31, stating that “further operation would only mean 
additional loss to the company.”  However, he stressed that 
if an opportunity develops to sell the business, the 
management would make every effort to come to terms.  
Council will look into Uber as another form of 
transportation…Service Director F. J. Rohler informed 
council of the advanced rate of $12 per day for the city 
patients at Wilson Memorial hospital.  The old rate was 
$11.64. 
 

SIDNEY-Two merry birthday parties were enjoyed in the 
Pfefferle kindergarten recently when Joe Kuck, son of Mr. 
& Mrs. Kermit Kuck, of Bon Air, and Dallas Windsor, son 
of Mr. & Mrs. Preston Windsor, of 116 West Bennet street, 
celebrate their sixth birthdays.  Mrs. Kuck served 
refreshments at her son’s party and presented attractive 
favors to class members and guests.  Joe’s small brother 
was a special guest.  At Dallas’ party Mrs. Windson was 
assisted by serving refreshments by Mrs. Russell Loos.  
Each guest received an Easter favor.   
 

JACKSON CENTER-24th-Lowell Howard, who farms a 
140 acre place just north of Jackson Center, had his trouble 
this past week.  In the first place he caught the flu and 
couldn’t attend the OSU Farm and Home week, in 
Columbus.  In the second place he was planning to top 
dress his 25 acres of Seneca wheat from a low flying 
airplane. (Howard is a member of the Ohio Flying 
farmers.)  But he discovered his fertilizer came pulverized 
instead of granulated in pellet form so he’s stuck.  Spread 
from a plane the pulverized fertilizer would just spray out 
and blow away, dusting the nearby woods but leaving the 
wheat bare.  Howard keeps about 80 of his 140 acres in 
grass, with another six aces in soybeans and sweet sudan 
grass, which he makes top quality silage.  Howard plants 
the silage sometime between Jun 1 and 15.  The cows love 
the silage. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT 

MARCH-1920-100 YEAS AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY-5th-Louis Kauffman and son, of Washington, 
C.H. will open a new store in this city next Saturday 
morning, the store to be known as “The Bargain Store.”  
The new store will be located in the Six story Oldham 
block on Poplar street in the room formerly occupied by 
the Arnett Clothing Store.  The Kaufman’s have been in 
the business since 1878 having stores at Barnesville, 
Cooksville, Cambridge, Washington C. H. and other cities.  
Morris Kaufman will be in charge of the Sidney store. 
 

ANNA-12th-Arrangements have been made to open a 
moving picture theatre at Anna.  The pictures will be 
shown at the high school auditorium at that place on 
Tuesday and Friday nights.  The opening night this week 
will be Friday, March 12, when “Mr. Rogers 
Neighborhood” will be presented with Olive Tell as the 
leading character. 
 

SIDNEY-Evans Johnston, the well known proprietor of 
the Purity Confectionary Store and owner of the Evans 
Johnston Candy Factory, Monday took out his second 
papers to be come a naturalized citizen of the United 
States.  His first papers were taken out in November of 
1917.  Mr. Johnston came to this country from Macedonia, 
Greece, in 1906 and while in Illinois the following year 
tried to take out first papers but did not reside there for the 
necessary period of time.  For six years Mr. Johnston has 
been an active business man in this city and during the past 
summer built his new candy factory on Crescent Dr. 
 

SIDNEY-A. W. Knauer has commenced the manufacture 
of a new brand of cigars to be known as “The New Era.”  
The new cigar has just been placed upon the market and 
has had a ready sale.  Mr. Knauer has made extensive 
improvements at his plant during the past few months by 
the addition of new machinery and will greatly increase the 
output of his plant. 
 

SHELBY COUNTY-19th-Alfred Woodruff celebrated his 
91st birthday at his daughter’s in Van Wert county, near 
Venedocia, March 5.  He had a fine time and a good dinner 
and enjoyed the day which was fine except pretty cold.  Mr. 
Woodruff gets around well for on of his age.  He moved 
with his parents to Shelby county in 1843. 
 

ANNA-The term when finished will be equal to thirty-six 
weeks in a Normal school under the leadership of the 
Normal director much has been accomplished.  The Anna 
Board of Education kindly gave them a room to be made 
into a club room.  This room was redecorated and 
furnished and now is the pride of the school.  This, along 
with the studies have kept the students busy. 
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