2023 Historic Shelby County
Barns Calendar

The County Wide Historical Alliance along ntv Wi
with the help of artist and author Robert Kroeger of COWM'Y Wiag
Cincinnati bring you the 2023 Historic Shelby W
County Barn Calendar. We have carefully chosen 14
Shelby County barns that were painted by Kroeger.
The history of each barn will be featured in the
calendar. Since the paintings were so beautiful, we
have also decided to create a set of 14 note cards. Shelby County, Ohio
From March 1st until April 27, 2022, we will be
taking presale orders. During this time period we will be offering the note
cards and calendars for the special price of $10 each. After April 27th,
both the calendar and set of note cards will be sold for $15 each.

Kroeger will be at the Wallace Family Learning and Innovation
Center Wednesday evening, April 27th, for a painting demonstration
similar to the one he did for us last April. All 14 paintings that he created
for our calendar will be on display where you will be able to vote on your
favorite painting for $1 per vote. These paintings will travel to each
community during the summer festivals. They will be auctioned off online
by Troy Kies during the week of the Shelby County Fair.

To preorder your calendar and note cards, please fill out the enclosed
order form and return to the Shelby County Historical Society before April
27, 2022.

History Museums

BARNS of SHELBY COUNTY OHIO

Shelby County Barn ~ Note Cards 2023
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The deadline for filing returns is April 18. What does that have to do with -— |
Ohio history? Tax season is also your time to support the Ohio History Fund, a ﬂ 1
statewide competitive matching grant program for local history projects. 1

To help raise funds for grant awards, contribute a part of your state income o H l o 1
tax refund to the Ohio History Fund, line 26b on your Ohio IT1040 return. More 1
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than 11,000 tax filers helped last year and the average donation was between $11- CONNBETION
$12. Because of those donations and help from other sources, we have more than
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~$207,000 to grant this year. We'll announce grant recipients at our Statehood Day event, on March 1.

1 Since the Ohio History Fund started in 2012, it's made 94 grants in approximately 38 counties, for
" atotal of nearly $870,000. There’s an even greater need. The Ohio History Fund has received 474 grant
~ applications totaling $5.7 million in requests and pledges of $14.2 million in local matching support.

} The Ohio History Fund is one of the few grant programs in the state solely for history and historic
~ preservation projects. Your contribution to the Ohio History Fund tax check-off on your state tax return
- makes these in-demand grants possible.
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Thank you!
Andy Verhoff | Ohio History Fund & Outreach Manager
p 614 297 2341 \ c. 614 562 4490 ] averhoff@ohlohlstory org

[ 2022 Exhibit: Community Perseverance

' Volunteers have been hard at work the past few weeks preparing the newest exhibit at the Ross Historical .

ICenter' Starting April 4, 2022, join us in Viewing Community Perseverance and discover how citizens of Shelbyl
- County have triumphed through difficult moments in history and came together as a community to help one another.

IVlsltors can experience Pierre Louis de Lorimier’s trading post during the Revolutionary War period, learn aboutl
* Monarch’s impact on the community during the Great Depression, discover how one man made a difference in

IGermany s recovery after WWII, and how the community came together in the aftermath of natural disasters. In
- addition, there will also be a room dedicated to past businesses of Sidney, and the lobby will feature a nod to locall

day h
|everydayheroes.

<hank yoy,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues for February: January Volunteer Info:
Classified: Tesla-Glen Phillips 28 Volunteers
Sidney 3rd: Stiffel items 118 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
Who found the clues: gift ifi Je

Beth Bailey, Carole Leffler, Glen Phillips, Dé}‘;”;’/{‘(’)’r);-(')w
Judy Harp, and Paul and Janice Workman Richard Bailey

Congratulations! Thank you to all our

? The clue will be found ONLY in the | volunteers! We depend on you! In January,
= “Out of the Past” section. 138 people participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



MAPLEWOOD GRANGE
A 50-YEAR SCRAPBOOK
1925-1975

Compiled and written by Bernard Clinehens
Editors Note: This article has been condensed from the original book.

Officially known as the National Grange of the
Patrons of Husbandry, the farm fraternity was founded
in Washington, D.C. in 1867 by Oliver Hudson Kelley
and six associates, one of whom was the Rev. A.B.
Grosh of Knox County, Ohio. Growing slowly at first,
the organization advanced rapidly in the early 1870s
when its members, together with those of other groups,
joined what was known as the “Granger” movement.
Through political action centering in the Midwest, an
impetus was given to regulation of railways and grain
elevators.

Local and state Granges in the same region also
sought to check monopolies with extensive cooperative
business enterprises. However, their general failure,
coupled with internal dissensions, resulted in a big drop
in membership between 1875 and 1880. After 1880,
the membership began to grow again, and the
organization  continued  working  for  rural
advancements.

Through the years, it fostered creation of
extension service, fathered legislation creating the Vo-
Ag program, was responsible for initiation of Rural
Free Delivery, developed the original Farm Credit Act,
and sponsored legislation which created the Rural
Electrification Administration and the rural telephone
program.

Also, the Grange secured initial legislation
establishing agriculture experiment stations, helped
bring Social Security to farmers and other self-
employed persons, and championed the Soil
Conservation service, Farmers Home Administration
and the School Lunch and Milk Program, among
others.

Just how the Grange came to be started in the
community of Maplewood is not known and in talking
with some of the older residents of the community, we
find that their mind is a bit hazy on the subject. Some
members of the community believe that C.C. Steenrod
was the instigator of the Maplewood Grange, and he
probably was. However, no doubt there were others of
the community that had an equal influence in its
formation.

Nevertheless, the Grange at Maplewood was
organized, and the official date given as listed on the
charter being March 25, 1925. Brothers Moon and Dill

had met with a group of the residents on March 16, with
the Charter List of members being left open until the
March 25 meeting. At this time the charter list
members were officially closed with thirty-six members
on the roll. At this meeting, the corps of the officers
was elected to serve the new Grange organization.
These officers were as follows:

Master, John Stahler; Secretary, Worth Stahler;
Overseer, Ralph Clayton; Gatekeeper, Homer
Clayton; Lecturer, C.C. Steenrod; Lady Assistant
Steward, Mae Pence; Steward, Eliza Pence; Ceres,
Mary Clayton; Assistant Steward, G.M. McGowan;

Pomona, Gene Stahler; Chaplain, Ida Hodge;
Flora, Cora Ritter; Treasurer, Hazel McGowan.

Committee on constitution and by-laws were as
follows: Mae Pence, Charles Andrews, and Aden
Mitchell. Grange met bi-monthly on the second and
fourth Tuesday evening of each month in the
Commercial Club Hall in Maplewood. The initiation
fee for new members was set at $2.00 and the dues to
be $1.35 per year.

1925

The May 12 meeting consisted of a discussion in
regard to having a display at the County Fair, with no
action taken.

Brother A.W. Mitchell was elected to fill the
station as Master. Why Brother Stahler resigned is not
clearly known, but it might have been over the meeting
place, as it was noted that the trustees were to meet with
the Maplewood Investment Company to arrange for
rental of a hall for a meeting place.

At the August 25 meeting, it was decided to
have an exhibit at the Fair and help “put old
Maplewood on the map.” Fair Booth committee was
Worth Stahler, Russell Steenrod, Hugh Clayton,
Margaret Steenrod, Cora Ritter, Russell Hodge, Alma
Stephenson, Ralph Clayton and Oscar Clark.

The first appeal for aid came at the December 8
meeting from Compromise Grange for Mrs. Humes
Carns and was answered by a $1.00 contribution. An
interesting notation in the record book concerned a bill
from C.W. Andrews of $2.30 for 665 pounds of coal.
The average attendance for 1925 was 24.



1926

In gleaning through the secretary’s records, it
was noted that William Murphy was elected as the
Grange representative to Farm Bureau for the year.
Also, the same committee was again to assemble the
booth at the Fair.

A communication from A.C.
Dill was received concerning Daylight [x S
Savings Time with the Maplewood ’
Grange voting against the proposal.

This item was taken from the
Sidney Daily News concerning the
booth at the Fair, which received first
place and $60.00. “The Maplewood
Grange has a splendid showing of}|
farm produce displaying everything |
raised in the forms of delicious
looking baked goods, breads, etc.

At a meeting November 22 at the P.S. Hodge
home, it was moved by John Stahler and seconded by
P.S. Hodge that the $100 in First Mutual Building and
Loan for building purposes be given to Maplewood
M.E. Ladies Aid Society to be used for some
community purpose. The Piano was
4l left in trust to the M.E. Church until
i again wanted by the Grange. Total of
| eleven present.

In talking with Carl Tunks,
Deputy, I learned that the Grange did
| indeed turn in their charter to the State
| Grange office; however, State Master
Kirk would not accept it and instructed
| Deputy Tunks and District Deputy
\! Kelsey to work in the community to
AR revive the Grange.

1943

On January 14, the officers

: ' 1
Among the fruits shown is a plate of ‘ First Grange Hall
ripe red strawberries. A canopy effect hased in 1947 )
isp over the whole booth rlrjl}z;de of purchased in elected to meet at Anna with Valley,

alfalfa. A place of prominence is given an American
flag made of red, white, and blue grains of corn.”

1930

Early in the year the Grange was again
embroiled in controversy, and as near as I could find
out, it seemed to center over the fact that the hall had
been rented out to another party for a dance. It seems
that this was against the belief of the Grange members
and consequently the trustees were instructed to see
about finding another Grange home.

The Grange did find another home in which to
meet and again began meeting in the hall in which the
Grange first began.  This being above what is
commonly known as Smith’s Grocery.

1932

The Grange entered a period of rather low
interest, with this being reflected in the number of
meetings held and the attendance at the meetings. As
the times were hard during this period, the Grange
voted at a meeting in February to reduce the dues from
$1.80 to $1.20.

Beginning with the May 10 meeting of 1932, the
Grange began meeting in the homes of some of the
members with the May meeting at the home of Emory
Smith.

At the August 24 meeting in the Smith home, it
was moved by Emory Smith and seconded by P.S.
Hodge that the Maplewood Grange disband September
30, 1932. Motion carried.

Compromise, Maplewood, and Anna officers for a joint
installation, with Mrs. Ruth Heintz, the installing
officer. Pomona Grange met January 20 in the IOOF
Temple in Sidney instead of Maplewood as scheduled,
due to gasoline rationing.

The community of Maplewood was visited by a
disastrous and spectacular fire March 31, when flames
completely destroyed seven buildings, including the
Maplewood Grain elevator, with a total loss expected to
exceed $50,000, and for a time, the fire threatened to
wipe out the entire eastern section of the village.

The Charles Andrews Implement store, located
just east of the grain elevator was completely wiped out,
as was also the Vernon Dowden home to the rear of the
Andrews store.

The flames then swept across the main street of
the village and enveloped in short order the Hinkle
Blacksmith Shop, and finally the five room home
occupied by Marion Knief adjoining the implement
store on the east.

Burning embers carried by the high wind set fire
to a large barn on the Attie Pence farm a half-mile
away, and it too was completely destroyed.

1946
This was the year in which many organizations
were assisting the distressed people of Europe from the
ravages of war. A clothing drive was held for
Europeans and the Grange voted to adopt a needy
family to assist.



The Grange discussed a lunch stand at the
county Fair, and after several meetings, it was decided
to attempt a lunch stand that year. Fair committee
appointed was Esther Platfoot, Ivaline Miller, Hazel
Symonds, Hazel Hawkins, Zona Miller and Ethel
Wildermuth. R.B. Hawkins was appointed to apply for
sugar from the rationing board. This first year must
have been an education, as it showed much of the
utensils used were borrowed from Rum Creek Church.
Cooking was done on coal oil stoves in a tent. All
water used had to be carried in milk cans to the tent.
Ray Miller had cut chunks of logs and to these were
nailed planks for the seats and many other
inconveniences. However, the proceeds from the lunch
stand netted $784.19 plus the $40 received from the
booth exhibit. After operation on a budget of less than
$100 for a number of years, this must have seemed a
fortune as the Grange immediately decided to ask the
Fair Board for the same spot next year.

In November, the Grange discussed plans for a
meeting to honor the C.C. Steenrods, and also a gift. It
was also decided to buy the hall from the Steenrods, if
possible.

I also noticed that the balance in the treasury at
the first meeting in April was $8.58, so one can readily
see what a tremendous boost the earnings at the Fair
had for the Grange. It just seemed to put a new life into
the organization.

1947

January 3, 1947, a meeting was called at the
request of C.C. Steenrod to discuss purchasing of the
hall. It was agreed that plans to buy the hall had been
discussed openly and all who had expressed their
opinion had done so favorably.

Terms of the sale were discussed. There was a
motion by Ray Miller that we accept the following
terms: We pay $500 down, leaving a balance of $1,100
and draw up a note for the balance allowing us three
years to pay the balance, interest 5% after due. The
Grange would take over the light bills and the taxes that
were payable the next January. The Grange agreed to
pay investigating costs. Mr. Steenrod agreed to pay
recording costs and writing of the deed to Maplewood
Grange No. 2392. Thus, the die was cast, and the
Grange embarked on a number of money making
projects. Play parties, card parties, three-act plays,
community sale, and other projects.

1956
William Campbell of the Executive Committee
reported that the State Inspector had been here and

condemned the building,
recommending it be torn
down. Bernard
Clinehens, Committee
Service Chairman and the
Executive Committee told
of a meeting with
Ferguson  Construction
Company, with their
estimate of tearing off the
second floor and

remodeling the first floor| Bernard Clinehens 1952

being $10,000. Another

proposal of the above committee was the tearing down
of the building, salvaging as much material as possible
and building a new one at the same site. Estimated cost
of this proposal was $6,000. Althea Clayton moved to
build a new hall, seconded by George Symonds.
Motion carried. Work began almost immediately on the
dismantling the building, with the plans of the new
building approved by the state early in March. By early
April, the building was completely down with work to
begin soon on the new building. During this time, the
Grange held their meetings in the old church building at
the west end of town.

Much of the interior work in the new hall was
done by the Executive Committee and the Community
service committee. I recall the special cart that William
Campbell had made to install the ceiling tile. He had
taken four corn planter wheels and made an elevated
platform so that all we had to do was sit on this
platform and nail the tile, move the cart back and forth
across the hall without ever having to get down on the
floor It really did save a lot of climbing and backache,
and I’m sure speeded up the work.

Just when the Grange began to meet in the hew
hall is not clearly stated in the minutes; however, I
believe it was in late August or early September. There
is a statement in the minutes of the October 9 meeting
where the State Inspector had approved the new hall.

1965

Palm Sunday evening marked the visit of a
tornado to the area and showed the true worth of the
Grange and the community. The Grange hall
immediately became a beehive of activity, as it became
the headquarters for the collecting and distributing of
clothing and food to the victims of the storm from this
area. It also prepared and served food at both the noon
meal and the evening supper for all the families
involved in the storm as well as the electrical workers
restoring the electrical service to the area, and the many



volunteer workers that were helping clean up the
buildings and the debris from the fields. This activity
continued for over two weeks. Monetary gifts were
being received, and it was decided to start a tornado
fund with Ralph Clayton in charge. It would be
impossible to name all the individuals that came and
helped pick up the mountains of debris, but it did show
that in time of need, the community was there.
Communications of appreciation were received
by the Grange from Pioneer Rural Electric Company for
serving food to their crews while working in the area
and one from Malcolm Thompson, head of the
Ministerial Association of the county, thanking the
Grange for their assistance to the storm victims.
Sixteen boxes of food were delivered to the storm
victims, and the clothing that had been donated and not
used was given to the Catholic Seminary at Carthagena.

1975

On March 25, Maplewood Grange celebrated its
50™ anniversary with one hundred thirty seven members
and guests attending a sit-down banquet, served by the
women of the Jackson Center United Methodist Church.

A program was presented by Bernard Clinehens,
current secretary and chairman of the anniversary
committee that followed the banquet. Music was
provided by a woman’s quartet that originally formed in
the 1950s and reunited for the occasion. Other music
was by a men’s quartet, composed of Phil Brenner, Fred
Smith, Gene Mitchell and Bernard Clinehens. Silver
stars or twenty-five year pins were presented to Roy
and Carrie Baker and Max Bell.

It was announced that this was the first of three
celebrations for the Maplewood Grange anniversary. In
August, a homecoming was planned for all past and
present Maplewood residents. In November, a special
program was planned, and all the county Granges were
to be invited. Events for the August celebration were:
Restored tractors and old farm machinery, vintage cars,
antiques, crafts, church, flower show, and recreation.
The County Grange picnic was held at Camp Christian
near Houston, with the largest attendance recorded for a
number of years.

This book has been an attempt to jot down some
of the facts and happenings of the Maplewood Grange.
Much of the material was gleaned from the Secretary’s
book, but here again one is dependent on the
capabilities of the secretary. We found mention of
plays to be given, but no record of characters or titles of
plays. We did scan all the newspapers covering this

period which proved helpful, but again found some
things missing. In talking with some of the older
members, things seemed to be a bit hazy, which was
understandable.

I felt this book needed to be written so that if the
secretary’s books were lost or destroyed, all would not
be lost. Perhaps I have left some things out that
someone else might have included and possibly made
some errors. However, it has been a monumental task
and done to the best of my ability.

I believe the book shows that we have been
fortunate to have so many loyal and hard working
members in our Grange. We have a past of which we
can be justly proud and a future equally as bright. The
ideals and teachings of the Grange are needed in the
community today, as they have been in the past.

Editors Note: In February 2021, the non-profit
corporations of the Maplewood Grange #2392 and
Junior Grange #712, Inc. were dissolved. The Grange
building and shelter house were sold to the Maplewood
United Methodist Church, and they continue to rent out
the building as an event hall.

The Grange hall as it stands today.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1947-MARCH-75 YEARS AGO
Compiled by Anne Morrow

BEE HIVE-(1s%)-Mrs. Willis Kah was hostess to the Bee
Hive Community club on Tuesday afternoon in her home
near Bee Hive. Fifteen members and Mrs. Gertrude
Peters, Mrs. Chatles Frazier, Carol Kah and Johnny
Jackson, guests were present. The meeting was adjourned
by repeating the Lord’s Prayer after which a tempting lunch
was served. Mrs. Milton Baker will hostess on March 26
and the entertainment will be presented by Mrs. Kah.

SIDNEY-The meeting of the Hospital Benefit club will be
held Tuesday afternoon, 2 o’clock, in the home of Mrs.
Otto W. Rieck, Port Jefferson road...“Americanism Or?”
was the subject of the contest and 27 Sidney high and Holy
Angels high school students entered the competition. Mrs.
Don M. Strohm, 624 St. Mary’s avenue, the Americanism
chairman for the auxiliary, was in direct charge of the
competition with Legion Commander Paul Maurer, Miss
Annette Funicello, Miss Louise LeMaster, Mrs. Rexford
Price, the judges. The winners in the local contest were as
follows: 9t grade, 13t Janet Eisenhut, 621 Fair avenue; 2nd,
Joe Smith, 741 Broadway; 10t grade, 1st, Greta Nelson, R.
F. D. 2; 2nd) Dan Dickas, 873 Chestnut street; 11t grade,
1st, Patricia Boller, 740 North Miami avenue; 204, Thomas
Brandewie, 674 Fair avenue; 12t grade, 1+, Jane Harsh, 319
Maple street; 20d, Ralph Cole, 843 South Miami avenue.
The local awards presented to the first and second place
winners were two dollars in cash for first and one dollar for
second.

SIDNEY (8t)-Jesse G. Wright, 245 West North street,
was elected to the board of directors of the First National
Exchange bank to fill the vacancy on that board created by
the recent death of Frank P. Thedieck. This action was
taken at the regular meeting of the directors Friday
afternoon. Wright is associated with the A. H. Meinke
company of Chicago, and at the present time is serving as a
member of the board of directors of the Monarch Machine
Tool company and the Sidney Machine Tool company. He
is a son-in-law of the late F. P. Thedieck. HB]

SIDNEY (14%)-City school officials today held the hope
that the weekend would bring relief to the tumbling
attendance figures caused by an epidemic of flue, and
eliminate the necessity of closing the doors, a step which
has been necessary in neighboring cities. Superintendent
Frederick B. Louys said absentee figures for the past three
days are: Wednesday, 270; Thursday, 333; Friday, 468.
The Sidney high school absentee rate is highest, Louys said
with First ward and Port Jefferson schools the healthiest.
Only one student was reported absent at First ward.

SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT
MARCH-1922-100 YEARS AGO
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SHELBY CT.-(3rd)-A meeting of the Poland China hog
breeders of Shelby county was held at the farm bureau
office Saturday for the purpose of organization. M. A.
Roth, of Botkins, was elected president, C. O. Apple, vice
president, and C. E. DeWeese secretary and treasurer...
Friday night, March 3, there will be at the Georgetown
school, three and one half mile west of Sidney on the
Hardin Pike, a cyphering and speling school. Everybody
welcome. Come and enjoy your selves and test your speed
in cyphering and your ability in speling....Miss Ethel
Elsner, a daughter of Mrs. J. E. Elsner residing south of
Sidney, drank a quantity of iodine by mistake Wednesday
and for a time was in serious condition. She took the
iodine in a tablespoon thinking it was cough medicine. A
physician was immediately called and after working with
her for about two hours she was out of danger.

MAPLEWOOD-The box supper held last Tuesday
evening by the Ladies Aid, was well attended and the
supper was connection with the supper was much enjoyed
by all present. Next will be their Easter market. They
expect to make it their best ever held, the date had not as
yet been set for the market... The farmers, cooperative
store, that the farmers are planning for a very near a reality.
The weather being so inclement and roads so bad, they
have been slow getting around seeing all the farmers, but
better weather will be hete in the near future, at least, let us
hope so, and then perhaps they will be able to go ahead
with it.

SIDNEY (17%)-B. A. Mires is planning to give Sidney one
of the finest pleasure resorts and bathing beaches in this
part of the state. The arrangement is to move the entire
resort to the south side of the creek which will give plenty
of space for parking. There will be a dancing pavilion,
slides, shoots, swings and sand piles for the children. The
swimming pool will be enlarged so that it will be about two
hundred feet long and about eighty feet wide. The location
of the bathing beach is close proximity to Sidney will make
it an ideal place for those who have not the convenience of
an automobile.

FRED SALM’S SONS Funeral Directors Sidney, Ohio.
Patrlors in connection with Furniture store, opposite
Wagner House. Night Calls-House Phone 839 Both
Phones 281.

SIDNEY (31s%)-The taxi of Wm. Martz, broke down while
Mr. Martz was driving on Ohio avenue at noon Tuesday.
One of the rear axles was broken. No one was injured.
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