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201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for
tomorrow by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
No new members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

April 8, 2024

Monday, April 8, 2024, a total solar eclipse will cross North
America, passing over Mexico, the United States, and Canada. The path
of the eclipse continues from Mexico, entering the United States in Texas,
and traveling through Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky,
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont, New Hampshire, and
Maine. Small parts of Tennessee and Michigan will also experience the
eclipse.

Why is the 2024 eclipse so special? It's rare for people to see an
eclipse—and it's even more rare for people to see a total eclipse in their
neighborhoods. The 2024 eclipse is unique because it gives you the
chance to see a total eclipse where the moon completely covers the sun.

Shelby County will be graced by the total solar eclipse from 3:09p
to 3:14p. The partial eclipse will start at around 1:50p and end around
4:30p. This celestial phenomenon is exceptionally rare; the last total solar
eclipse visible in Ohio was in 1806, and the next one won't occur
again until 2099.

This event is going to draw a large number of visitors to our area.
To give them something worthwhile to do, the Shelby County Historical
Society has decided to extend the hours of operation at the Ross Center
and the Wallace Center for that weekend. Please note, we will be closed
on Monday, April 8.
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SOLAR ECLIPSE

Special Hours for:
Shelby County Historical Society
201 N. Main Ave., Sidney
and
Wallace Family Learning and
Innovation Center

115 E. North St., Sidney

-~ Sat: April 6, 9am to noon & 1pm to Spm \

. Sun: April 7, 1pm to Spm N
// ,
’ /,

Mon: Apr118 Closed \
’ ) \ \




/ Lending A Hand

Time and talent are always appreciated at
the Shelby County Historical Society! Pictured
are Jessie, Jay, Sarah, and Trenton, with Tilda.

This volunteer group i1s from S&H
Products. They spent the day helping us get
caught up on a few projects!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” t i ial I I { yow

hidden clues for February: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 125 years ago didn’t have a leap January Volunteer Info:
year (No February 29th) 35 Volunteers
Dayton, OH 8th—Andy Warhol 216 Hours
Who found the clues: Volunteer gift certificate winners for

Ellen Freytag, John Laws, Mark Deam, January:
Gary Bonifas, Carole Leffler, Vera Piper, Dean Morrow
and Ken Taylor Richard Bailey

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In January,

The clue will be found ONLY in the : | 322 people participated in SCHS programs.
“Out of the Past” section.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



The Country of Georgia, Not the State

Lizi Nebieridze, a junior at Anna High School and an exchange student from the
country of Georgia, gave a presentation about the history and culture of her home country at the
Ross Historical Center on Jan. 31.

Georgia, known to Georgians as Sakartvelo, is located in western Asia, bordering the
Black Sea in between Turkey and Russia. It is slightly smaller than South Carolina. Georgia
gained their independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.

Lizi has set very high goals for her time in the United States. Her first goal was to
volunteer over one hundred hours, which she completed at the end of January, and to give back
to her host community for being so welcoming. Her patronage started with her mother who
used to run a small non-profit in the Republic of Georgia that took care of under privileged
residents in her home town. Her second goal is to educate people about her home country and
to share her culture with those that live in Shelby County.

Lizi talked about her homeland, native fashion, and shared with the audience the
Georgian alphabet that has 33 letters and invited participants to learn to write their name with a
handout. She also answered multiple questions from the audience about her life in Georgia and
the differences she has experienced in the U.S.

Lizi’s host family is Dan and Cindy Ellenwood of Anna. She has been volunteering
several places including the Shelby County Historical Society over the past several months.
She has earned 100.5 volunteer hours which has helped her get chosen for a California
conference to meet other exchange students. Only eight out of 300 exchange students were
chosen for the conference. As another perk of accumulating over 100 volunteer hours, Lizi will
receive a letter from the President of the United States, something she is greatly looking
forward to.
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Georgian alphabet which has 33 letters.

Lizi Nebieridze a junior at Anna Hi gh School and an
exchange student from the country of Georgia.




Dorothy Love Presbyterian Home Celebrates
100 Years Since its Construction Began
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There once was a young girl so bright and
radiant that all who met her fell in love with her. Moses
Russell, an elder of the First Presbyterian Church, was
no exception to this rule and cared greatly for this
young child. Little Dorothy Love, daughter of Rev.
Wilbert B. Love, took to Mr. Russell equally, calling
him “Uncle Moses,” and it was |

Written by Jane Bailey
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Knowlton Bros. of Bellefontaine. F. W. Ives, head of
the Engineering Department of The Ohio State
University, was chosen as the lead architect for the job.
Work for the complex officially began when James
Duncan dug a well on the property on March 1, 1924.
Less than two weeks later, H. L. Loudenback was

chosen as the lead contractor with

said she always knew where he [AWARD CONTRACT EOR CONSTRUCTION OF :
HOME FOR CHILDREN NEAR SIDNEY

was in a crowd. Unfortunately,

i his bid of $88,543 which was to
include the entire contract

this unique friendship between
the two was not meant to last,
for on May 21, 1921, Dorothy
was hit by a passing automobile
after running across North St. by
the Presbyterian church. The
seven-year-old was seriously
injured and died shortly after

)

according to its specifications. The
contract was signed on March 18,
and work was to begin
immediately so the home could be
occupied by the following year.
Invitations were sent to Sarah
Kyle’s Bible Class in Troy and
Elizabeth Russell to help with a

being rushed to Dr. Beebe’s
office. The entire community
was devasted by this tragedy,
and poor Moses Russell was
very heartbroken to lose his

oy

groundbreaking ceremony that
was to be held at 2:30 PM on
Monday, March 24. Also invited
to assist with the ceremony were
several religious men including

young friend. L\ i e ‘len r;RoSRN-E.'r.;ONTGOMEW—
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After considerable
thought, Mr. Russell decided to
donate his home and farm to be used in her memory and
convinced his sisters Martha and Elizabeth Russell to
donate their land as well. In total there were 294 acres
of land set at a crossroads northwest of Sidney that were
given to the Presbyterian Church for the creation of an
orphanage and a home for the aged. Originally, the idea
for the Presbyterian Church to create a home for the
aged within Ohio came from Mrs. Charles Dale, a
member of Ms. Sarah Kyle’s Bible class in Troy. The
Church took possession of the donated property in early
1922 under the stipulation that buildings were not to be
constructed until after Jan.1, 1923, and the main
building would be finished by July 1, 1925. Initial
sketches were drawn in August of 1923, and a board of
trustees was formed. In the meantime, the Benjamin
residence was purchased to be used as a “comfortable
Home” for the elderly.

Unfortunately, neither Martha Russell nor
Moses Russell would see the fruits of their gracious
donation. Martha passed away in April of 1923, and
Moses in February of 1924, just before the contractor
for the construction was chosen. Bids for the job had
been sent in from A. M. Fry of Piqua, Taylor & Owen
of Coshocton, H. L. Loudenback of Sidney, and the

MER MATRON
MRS PEARL BURRESS
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Rev. Irvine L. Dungan of Troy and
Rev. Samuel Huecker of Lima.

On the day of the groundbreaking
ceremony, Sidney was visited by several ministers and
delegations from various Presbyterian congregations
from all across the west central region of Ohio. A large
crowd was present for the ceremony, with many in
attendance especially from the Troy Bible class in
which the idea for a Presbyterian home was conceived.
The song “How Firm a Foundation” sung by the Sidney
First Presbyterian Church choir opened the ceremony,
followed closely by a prayer from Rev. Huecker. An
address was then given by Rev. E. H. Montgomery on
how this would be the first building of its kind in Ohio.
He gave thanks to God for the ability to bring this
dream into a reality despite the tragedy which brought
their plans into motion. Next, Mrs. Charles Dale was
given a chance to speak on how the creation of this
building would bring hope and how both members of
the Russell family that had passed along with Dorothy
Love would be smiling down upon them during this
occasion. When she handed the shovel to Ms. Elizabeth
Russell, however, the woman politely refused with tears
in her eyes, handing the shovel instead to Rev. W. B.
Love, Dorothy’s father. While he turned over the first
spade-full of dirt, the choir sang the hymn “Praise Him
from Whom all Blessings Flow.” To conclude the



VR
NJ%

Ceremony for the Laying of the Cornerstone

ceremony, Rev. I. L. Dungan gave a benediction
blessing all present and those working on completing
the project.

Work began immediately on the construction of
the main building, which was to be a dormitory in a
colonial design made of shale brick. It was to stand two
stories tall and initially accommodate 60 residents.
Other units were to be built later and arranged around a
central park and garden. It was originally planned that
the homes for the aged would be on the northern side of
the road while homes for orphaned children would be
located on the southern side. Completion of the entire
complex was expected to have a final cost of around
$1.5 million. Within a few short months the first level
was almost complete and ready for the cornerstone to be
placed. This ceremony would be an even larger event
than the initial groundbreaking ceremony with
representatives arriving from all over the state.

A ceremony was set to be held on June 12,
1924. As with the first, invitations were sent out to all
parties involved and the City of Sidney made plans for
all of the extra visitors that would be arriving for the
ceremony to lay the cornerstone. Mr. H. E. Bennett of
the Shelby County Automobile Association offered that
members of the club would give their assistance during
the ceremony as well as place directional signs. He also
volunteered its members to offer free transportation to
and from the Russell farm via a fleet of 40-50 vehicles
while parking individual cars as well. With the
anticipated crowd of 5,000 visitors, the Visiting Nurses
Association decided to establish a camp on the far side
of the grounds so that they would be able to administer
aid in case an emergency situation should arise.

The program on June 12, was supposed to begin
at the construction site promptly at 2PM, however a
deluge of rain that afternoon postponed the ceremony
for a short while. Thousands of visitors from all across
the state of Ohio gathered at the site, where the main
building was completed as far up as the first story. It
was to be used as a platform for the day’s ceremonies.
One of the more notable public officials overseeing the
ceremony was Vic Donahey, Governor of the State of
Ohio. He arrived from Columbus just in time to hear

the Sidney band perform a selection of hymns, followed
by all in attendance singing “All Hail the Power of
Jesus Name.” An invocation was then given by Rev.
Love followed by the laying of the cornerstone. This
magnificent block was fashioned by J. G. Campbell, a
local maker of marble monuments, and contained a
solid copper box crafted by George Rheinisch of the
Rheinisch Hardware Company. To the tune of “How
Firm a Foundation, F. W. Ives, architect for the project,
and Gov. Donahey placed the cornerstone in its place of
honor, followed by a beautifully worded address by the
governor. A prayer was then given by Rev. Dungan and
a benediction by Rev. D. L. Meyers of Dayton to close
the ceremony.

The first dormitory, which was completed in
February of 1925, was said to be completely fireproof
and well ventilated, with windows brightening every
room and corridor. It had a large and airy basement, two
main floors, as well as a lofted attic where sleeping
quarters for staff members were to be furnished. The
basement was to house a chapel, dining room,
recreational area, bathing chambers and a heating plant.
The first and second floor were almost exact replicas of
each other, featuring 20 furnished rooms that could be
used for either single or double occupancy depending
on the situation, with a library and lounge located on the
first floor. John Valentine and his wife, Clara, were to
be the facility’s first caretakers. While the original
building has undergone several changes and expansions,
resulting in a multitude of growth since its construction
100 years ago, it has stood as a testament to the kind
and caring legacy of all involved within this endeavor,
and we hope it will be around for 100 more!




In Memory of My Aunt and

A Promise That I Had in My Heart for My Father.
By: Brant Fahnestock

In the 1970’s my father, Jack Fahnestock, had shown me where my aunt
Dorothy Wanda was buried.

Obviously, I never knew her as she was only six months old when she
passed away in 1923. However, I decided to make a head stone for my aunt.

In 2023, I decided to find out the name of this cemetery. All I knew was the
name Cinnamon Cemetery. I decided to call Graceland Cemetery to find out who
knew about Shelby County cemeteries. This trustee told me to contact Jennifer
Frilling. When I did, I told her what I was looking for and my aunt’s name.
Months passed, she said she was still looking.

In the meantime, I visited to the Shelby County Historical Society. I talked
to Tilda and told her what I was looking for. I gave her the name of the cemetery,
and my aunt’s name. She couldn’t find anything, and asked where the cemetery
was located. With what information I had, she determined it was in Cynthian
Township and known as Angel Street Cemetery. She looked into the cemetery
record books and found my aunt’s name along with my grandfather Jacob, who is
buried there. My father never told me about him.

I contacted a county commissioner, who told me Doug Stengel over
Washington Township. The next day I contacted Doug and explain to him what |
was doing.

On Dec 13, 2023, I gave my presentation to the Trustees of the experience I
went thru. Everyone was intrigued by my presentation. A few trustees asked
questions about the cemeteries. The most popular question was about easements
to cemeteries. I told them no easement was to be blocked and would be open to
the public as any other cemetery. Also, I meet Jennifer Frilling, and she gave me
the contact info of the person who oversees Angel Street Cemetery, Joe Benanzer.
I contacted Joe Benanzer and asked him to meet me at Angel Street Cemetery.

I got there early and found the cemetery had changed in appearance. The
back fence that had been a marker used to gauge where my aunt was buried. Joe
arrived and we talked about the removal of the back fence and that I wanted to
add a headstone for my aunt’s grave. The headstone is made from a piece of
quarry stone that I ground and engraved myself. I asked if [ needed permission to
have the headstone placed in the cemetery. He replied no.

On Jan 8, 2024, I attended the Cynthian Township meeting and gave
thanked them for allowing me to add a headstone for Aunt’s 100" birthday. And I
also offered to donate my time to create Angel Street Cemetery records.

On Feb 5, 2024, I gave an update of my progress and all the township
trustees were pleased with my progress.



SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
MARCH 1957-67 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (7%) - G.A. Smalley, of G.A. Smalley, Inc.
announced today plans for the installation of a new
bituminous concrete plant at the firm’s present location on
Route 47. At the same time, Smalley stated that the old
plant has been sold to Wyanotte Asphalt Co., in Marion,
O., and dismantling of the equipment for transfer there is
already under way. The new plant will be fully automatic,
according to Smalley, and will have a capacity 50 per cent
greater than the one the firm has been using; in addition it
will have greater portability than the old equipment. Plans
are to start installation of the new plant, known as a Batch-
O-Matic bituminous concrete operation, within the next
two weeks. Itis expected to be in operation by April 6.

SIDNEY (18%)-Steve and John Minton, sons of Mr. and
Mzss. John Minton, 240 Williams street, are the winners of
The Sidney Daily News “Master Carrier” award for the year
1956. They were top carriers selected from among the 40
newspaper boys associated with The News. The two
brothers delivered 104 papers daily in the area in which
they live and have been dependable newspaper boys for the
past year and a half. John first started with the route and
Steve soon joined him.

SIDNEY (23t9)-Sidney’s Monumental building, which
came into existence as a result of a lottery 90 years ago, is
now doing all right financially. A report filed by trustees
this week in common please court showed the historic
structure at Ohio avenue and Court street earned $3,900
from rentals last year. Expenditures were only $966.58.
This left a tidy balance and when this was added to
previously unspent funds; it was found the building has
$12,177.85 on hand. It’s the largest balance in history of
the memorial and was achieved despite fears a few years
ago that funds could not be found for needed repairs.

SIDNEY (28%)-Bunny’s Drugs broke a first place
deadlock with The Spot to take over the lead again in the
red-hot Bowlerette chase, by blanking Bowman Brothers, 4
-0, at Bel-Mar Lanes on Wednesday evening. Kay
Bonnoront paced Bunny’s with 182 and an outstanding 512
while Catherine Palmisano and Pat Weigel had a 142 and
344 for Bowman’s. The Spot, meantime gained a 3-1
decision over Miller-Jones Shoes, with Wilda Beer
recording an outstanding 535, with the aid of a 196 game
while Fay Reeder had a 162 for the Shoes. The League
consists of the following teams: Bunny’s Drug; The Spot;
Miller-Jones; Morrow Bar & Grill; Smart Shop; Bill’s Place;
George’s Place; Sidney Aluminum Prod; Harris Jewelers;
Wheeler’s Super Mkt. and Schiff Shoes.

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
MARCH -1948 — 76 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SHELBY CT. (15T)-Holy Angels parish here in Sidney
and St. Michael’s parish, Fort Loramie, yesterday paid
tribute to its native son-priests who celebrated their first
masses in their respective home churches. On Saturday
both Rev. James P. Kelly, son of Mrs. C. C. Kelly, of this
city, and Rev. Cletus Stang, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard
Stang, Fort Loramie, were ordained Catholic priests at St.
Peters and St. Paul church, Norwood, with the Most Rev.
Archbishop John T. McNicholas, of Cincinnati, officiating.

MARYSVILLE O.-Women’s reformatory inmate at
Marysville mourned the death today of “Grandma” Laura
Gates, 75 year old leader of a gang that terrorized Darke
county farmers in the late 1930’s. Mrs. Gates, oldest
inmate at the reformatory, died yesterday while serving a
sentence for burning down her own home. However,
reformatory records showed that “grandma” led her son,
Daniel, and a hired man, Fred Glasgow, in numerous raids
on the livestock of her neighbors, then threatened to burn
their victims’ barns if the crimes were reported.

SIDNEY-The Civic Association wishes to devote its
entire column this week to praising the Sidney Printing and
Publishing Company for the new editorial policy just
announced to the people of this community. The purpose
and intent of your Sidney Civic Association is for the
development and progress of all activities of benefit to our
community.

HARDIN - The Commercial club of Anna will give a
minstrel jamboree at the Hardin school on Thursday
evening, March 4 at 8PM. The musical part of the
program is as follows:-“Samples”-entire company; “Way
Down Yonder in New Orleans”-entire company; “Seven
or Eleven”-Dick Fogt and pantomime chorus; “The World
is Waiting for the Sunrise”-Victor Taylor; “That Man Ain’t
Me Nohow”-William Stugglemeyer. Other participating in
the evening from Anna are Bill Harlamert, Al, Bill, and
Bob Hulsmeyer; Barbara Grilliot, Phyliss Schilling, Steven
Tyler, Jim Egbert and Ed Phillips, Jr. Yvonne Cissner, Phil
Wilt, Dale Harlamert, Bill Woehrle, and T. A. Bishop.
Interlocutor-Edwin Phillips, St.  Accompanist-Mrs. Rosa
Phillips

SIDNEY — Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Kastner, of this city, are
visiting with their daughter and son-in-law Mr. and Mrs.
Phil Cohen in San Diego. They report a wonderful time,
but “we certainly miss Sidney and our many friends as this
is the first time in 25 years we have been away from home
for so many months,” they wrote.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Phil Abbott

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Steve and Peg Baker

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund
John Coffield

Continental Express, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc.

David and Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael and Jane Jones
Paul and Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Farmers and Merchants State Bank
William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin

Mutual Federal Savings Bank

Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




