
 

Historical Highlights April 2011 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

shelbycountyhistoricalsociety.blogspot.com 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Let’s Remember why the Civil War 
began 150 Years Ago      

April 14, 2011 to June 15, 2011-You 
will be given the opportunity to explore 
the contributions Ohio made to the Civil 
War, the causes and effects of the war 
and how the Civil War changed Ohio. 

  

    Celebrating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Shelby County Coin Club     
June 2011-Come learn how money 

used to be printed by individual banks.  
If you traveled to a different commu-
nity, your money may not have been  

accepted or may have been devalued if 
the issuing banks were not in good 

standing. 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 

The Shelby County Historical 

Society Presents Anthony Gibbs 

Soldier of Honor:Soldier of Honor:Soldier of Honor:Soldier of Honor:    

Milton Holland and the 5th U.S.C.T.Milton Holland and the 5th U.S.C.T.Milton Holland and the 5th U.S.C.T.Milton Holland and the 5th U.S.C.T.    

When: 

April 14, 2011  

@ 7:00pm 
 

 

 

Where: 

Sidney First United 

Methodist Church 

230 E. Poplar St. 

Sidney, OH 45365 

     The men who fought as United States Colored 
Troops led very different lives before becoming 
soldiers for the Union. Milton Holland was 
destined to become a leader and to be awarded the 
Medal of Honor for gallantry in the Battle of New 
Market Heights. Holland was born a slave, but his 
father was a wealthy Texan who became Secretary 
of State in Texas and fought for the Confederacy.  
Milton’s life was much different from his father’s.  
Hear from Milton himself as Mr. Gibbs uses living 
history to bring this story to life. 

DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR THIS EVENT 

The Shelby County Historical Society, Dorothy Love Retirement The Shelby County Historical Society, Dorothy Love Retirement The Shelby County Historical Society, Dorothy Love Retirement The Shelby County Historical Society, Dorothy Love Retirement 

Community Community Community Community and First Presbyterian Church and First Presbyterian Church and First Presbyterian Church and First Presbyterian Church PresentsPresentsPresentsPresents    

Author 

Uxv~ç VxÜÄ|Çz cÉãxÜáUxv~ç VxÜÄ|Çz cÉãxÜáUxv~ç VxÜÄ|Çz cÉãxÜáUxv~ç VxÜÄ|Çz cÉãxÜá    
Laura’s Children is the true story of Laura 

Richards, a  1911 Sidney High graduate and 

Shelby County resident.  Laura was a shy 

farm girl who moved to a remote North China 
village in 1929 to take in castaway babies.  

She had no visible means of support, yet 

despite famines, bandit invasions, and wars, 

she saved the lives of nearly 200 destitute 

children.  And then the Communists arrived.  
This book is an honest look at both the 

miraculous and the messy sides of a life of 

faith. 

EVENT SCHEDULE 

Thursday, May 19, 2011 
           7:00pm  Author Talk and Book Signing  
 Amos Community Center - Dorothy Love Retirement Community  
  3003 Cisco Rd, Sidney 
  Contact Person: LuAnn Presser (937) 497-6542 
Friday, May 20, 2011     
           2:00pm  Meet the Author and Book Discussion 
 Ross Historical Center,  201 N. Main Ave, Sidney 

 
Books will be available to purchase for $20.00 
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VOLUNTEERS 

February Volunteer Info: 
22 Volunteers 

153 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for February: 

Lora Kaufman 

Jeane Schlagetter 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our vol-
unteers! We depend on you! In February, 
949 people participated in SCHS programs. 

 

 The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue this month was 

“Olla Podrida club read Barnbay Rudge  
by Charles Dickens”8 Barnbay should be Barnaby.   

 

The clue was found by: Janice 
Workman  

  
The clue will be found ONLY in 

the “Out of the Past” section.  

 

Curator’s Corner 
By: Jennifer Gariety 

 

  
 

 The Shelby County Historical Society received a unique donation in early March.  Ms. Anne Marie 
Miller of Laurel, Maryland mailed us a box of paper fasteners from the Superior Fastener Co., Inc.  They 
were produced by the Superior Manufacturing Company in Sidney, Ohio.  The patent date is February 11, 
1908. 
 This rectangular, velvet-lined box contains four tins of fasteners.  The fasteners are sized as 
follows:  100 No. 2, 100 No.1, 50 No. 1 and 50 No. 0.  Ms. Miller acquired this item in a “box lot” 
purchase at an auction in Johnstown, Pennsylvania.  She then searched the internet, discovered our 
historical society, and through her generosity deeded this gift to our collections. 
 If any of our readers would like to share information regarding the Superior Manufacturing Co., 
both the SCHS and Ms. Miller would be excited to learn more about this Sidney, Ohio business. 
 Please contact the SCHS at 937-498-1653 or email: shelbyhistory3@embarqmail.com with any 
news you would like to share! 
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago – 1886 – April 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

 SIDNEY (2ND) – The stealing of chickens is now a penitentiary 
offense…H. Killian, of Swanders, has purchased the grocery 
store of Albert Killian…The Annual reunion of the Shelby 
county California miners was held at the residence of Jacob 
Shanely Thursday of last week.  Eleven of the old miners, with 
their wives and other invited guests to the number of 30 were 
present; among them were Dr. Bush of Los Angeles, California 
and Judge Stephenson of Kentucky. 
 

 JACKSON CENTER (9TH) – Some two weeks ago several 
persons went to Dakota from here and last Saturday morning 
they began to return.  Today 3 trunks are at the post office 
draped in mourning.  What they mean we don’t know, but think 
it is because they spent their money foolishly.  We welcome you 
back, boys, where there is plenty for all…P. R. Simpson of this 
place had his arm broken last Sunday.  While holding a fence 
post, which his brother was driving with a sledge hammer, the 
sledge slipped off the handle and stuck his arm…E. C. Davis 
sold a valuable horse this week…James Armstrong says that the 
railroad sends men from Dakota, strike or no strike, in trunks, 
dead or alive, free of charge. 
 

 SIDNEY (16TH) –It was 21 years ago on Wednesday since 
Lincoln was assassinated…The John B. Doris circus and 
menagerie will exhibit in Sidney on Wednesday, the 28th…The 
house of N.M. Sharp, in north Main Street, was sold at public 
sale on Saturday for $1,012…The first fire alarm sounded upon 
the new apparatus was turned in a box 14, corner of Main & 
South streets, on Wednesday evening.  The fire proved to be a 
burning brush heap. 
 

 LORAMIE – At the sale of R. G. Dun’s celebrated Plumbwood 
herd of Short Horn cattle at Columbus, Wednesday, William 
Ginn, of Loramie, bought a bull, O. B. Blake, of Perry township, 
3 cows and 3 calves, and J. N. Vandermark, of Clinton township, 
a cow.  This herd is the oldest and one of the best herds in the 
USA.  There were 120 head of cattle sold. 
 

 EASTER SUNDAY – Easter is observed among all Christian 
people as the great anniversary of the great event of the 
resurrection of Christ.  He was dead but returned to life.  The egg 
is taken as emblematic as return to life.  It is to all appearances 
dead, but we know that if placed under proper conditions, life 
will come forth from it.  The use of eggs at Easter was adopted 
from a usage older than our era.  It was the custom in very early 
times to celebrate the return of spring by making presents of 
eggs. 
 
 SIDNEY (23RD) – The street sprinkler has been out for a week, 
and has come to stay…There are 11 transactions in real estate 
this week, amounting to $14,265…Sidney has an organization 
known as the Enterprise Company, composed of 116 men.  They 
own a well that produces both gas and mineral water.  It cost 
them about $1,800, and there is $900 in the treasury.  What are 
they going to do about it? 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
Shelby County Democrat 

100 Years Ago – 1911 – April 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 

 COUNTY LINE (7TH) – George Motter sold his crop of 
tobacco to a Dayton man.  He delivered it Wednesday.  Price 6 
¼ c a lb…Mr. Service, of Glendale is papering this week for Mrs. 
W. F. Sims and Mrs. Sarah A. Hetzler. 
 

 HOUSTON – We’ve only two affairs to write about, this week, 
that’s the weather and “Randolph Co. Jim, (Randolph Co. by the 
way is in Indiana) Jim says he don’t care Adam what we say 
about him, for he is neither sensitive or senseless hence, should 
we mention “Jim” that means Randolph Co. Jim…The “Tail 
end” of March hit us April 3rd with a beautiful snow and nine 
others kinds of weather.  Oh well, we can’t find any one that 
cares, for on investigation there’s no one that is worrying. 
 

 DAWSON – The first straw hat of 1911.  The first straw hat of 
the season was noticed on the street in Dawson one afternoon of 
last week.  The hat was worn by a tall, slim, slender fellow.  He 
was first seen going south at a lively rate, one would thought he 
was off for a month’s stay, but he had kept his weather eye open 
for flank and rear attacks, fortune favored him however during 
the night and he returned to his home escaping injury.  The next 
morning he was seen on the streets again, but this time he had 
donned his winter cap.  The straw hat was of the 1911 style, four 
feet across, almost as large as some of the ladies hats of 1911 
class. 
 

 SIDNEY (21ST) – The northwest end of the Monarch Machine 
Company along the C.H. &D. railroad, was blown in Saturday 
evening during the heavy wind.  The damage is not known but is 
covered by cyclone insurance…A carload of Rock bass, average 
weight one-half to three quarters of a pound, will be placed in the 
Grand Reservoir the latter part of the present month, according 
to Herman Nohr, of Russell’s Point, representing the Ohio Fish 
and Game commission. 
 

 DAWSON (28TH) – The Loramie Horse Co., will meet in 
Dawson schoolhouse Saturday, May 6th, at 1 P.M. sharp.  All 
members are requested to be present as business of importance is 
to come up before the company.  Remember the date, Saturday, 
May 6th, 1 P. M…James H. Williamson made a large delivery of 
fruit trees at Dawson Friday and Saturday of last week by the 
number of trees J. H. sold and if everything goes well in a few 
years there will be something doing in the fruit line around 
Dawson. 
 

 FORT LORAMIE – The base ball club are arranging for the 
opening game Sunday, May 21.  Several processional players have 
been engaged and all amateurs desiring to play will be given a 
trail…The Arkenberg brothers have bought a new gasoline 
engine which will be used to furnish lights for their moving 
picture show, 45365.  High class entertainments will be given 
every Sunday evening commencing Sunday April 30…First 
Communion day will be held at St. Michael church Sunday May 
14th…Ben Vogelsang is building a sip yard and a landing for his 
new motor boat. 
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Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

 
President:          Rich Wallace 
Vice-President: Jim Hall 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:         Linda DeVelvis 
Treasurer:         Tom Seving 
Trustees:           Julie Gilardi, Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
  Herb VanTilburgh, Faye Spangler, Carleen Pettit 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:       Anne  & Dean  Morrow, Albert Dickas 
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U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SIDNEY, OH 45365 
PERMIT #31 

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of you and we don’t 
want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we 

will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County was created 
for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to 
help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.   Peggy and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    The UPS Store    US Bank    
Rich & Susan Wallace    Wilson Memorial Hospital 

 

Rent the Ross Center for your 

Meetings     Parties 

Weddings   Reunions 

Speaking Engagements 

   Contact us for more info! 


