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 The Shelby County Historical Society and Amos Memorial Public 
Library have joined forces to promote a reading project that began Feb. 27. 
“Last year, there was an effort to get people to read ‘Laura’s Children: The 
Hidden Story of a Chinese Orphanage’ by Becky Cerling Powers,” said Tilda 
Phlipot, director of the historical society. “Because of that effort, Laura 
Richards, the subject of the book, has been selected for the Sidney City 
Schools Hall of Honor.”   Richards, a 1911 graduate of Sidney High School, 
was a shy farm girl who moved to a remote North China village in 1929 to 
take in castaway babies. She had no visible means of support, yet despite 
famines, bandit invasions, and wars, she saved the lives of 200 destitute 
children.   
 When Powers returns to Sidney to accept the Hall of Honor award on 
behalf of the late Richards, who is a distant cousin of Powers, she will be 
accompanied by Xiaomei Lucas, the daughter of one of the orphans Richards 
saved.  “I think it’s the right time to get more people to read the book,” Phlipot 
said. “It’s a very inspiring read.”  Lucas is a lead QA engineer for GE Oil & 
Gas in Houston, Texas. She translated Laura’s Children into Chinese. Its 
Chinese title is Faith Journey: Laura Richards and the Orphans of Canaan 
Home in China.  
 Lucas grew up in mainland China. During China's Cultural 
Revolution, she spent her schoolgirl years in political exile with her family in 
the remote province of Gansu. The family was exiled because her mother had 
been raised in a Christian orphanage by an American. Lucas and Powers will 
give a talk at the Amos Memorial Public Library on April 18, at 1 p.m. Area 
residents who have not already read Laura’s Children are invited to do so and 
to attend the discussion. The talk will be free and open to the public. Then, on 
April 19, Shelby County Historical Society will host an open house in honor of 
Lucas and Powers from 6-8 p.m. at the Ross Historical Center.  “It has been a 
goal of ours to conduct a county-wide read event. Partnering with the 
Historical Society to promote a book about a Shelby 
County resident makes the event even more exciting,” 
states Mark Kister, Director of Adult Services. 
Several other book discussions will be held at Amos 
Library Branches during the months of March and 
April.  
 Copies of the book are available to borrow at 
the library, 230 E. North St., and to purchase at the 
Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave. For 
information about the reading project, call the Shelby 
County Historical Society at 498-1653 or the Amos 
Memorial Public Library at 492-8354.  

The Shelby County Historical Society  
and Amos Memorial Public Library  
Team Up for a Reading Project 

Laura Richards 
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VOLUNTEERS 

February Volunteer Info: 
22 Volunteers 
212 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

February: 
Lora Kaufman 

Ivana Ratermann 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In 

February,  1162 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’  
“Out of the Past”   

hidden clue last month:  
1.  Plattsville (18th)- APICIAN is not a tree.  The definition is: 
belonging to Apicius, a notorious Roman epicure; hence 
applied to whatever is peculiarly refined or dainty and 
expensive in cookery.   
2.  Sidney (8th)-Boys did not enter the Campfire Girls till 

1983. 
The second clue was found by: 

Nancy Roettger 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in  
the “Out of the Past” section.    

Submit your guesses to 
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

Fort Loramie 

McLean Township 

By: Laura Paulus 
 The village of Fort Loramie and its events were shaped by Pierre Lorimier, General Anthony Wayne, 
George Rogers Clark, and Daniel Boone, among others.  The historic 1795 Greenville Treaty Line, which divided 
the area between the Indians to the north and the pioneers to the south, runs through the village. 
 The town takes its name from its founder, Pierre Lorimier, a French-Canadian fur trader who operated a 
store north of the village, where a historic marker now stands.  Indians traded their furs for sugar, guns, or 
whatever supplies they needed from 1769 to 1782, when the store was burned to the ground during the American 
Revolutionary War.  Lorimier retreated with a band of Shawnee and Wyandot Indians to Missouri, where he 
became an important official in the Missouri Territory.  General Anthony Wayne, while building a series of forts 
in Ohio, found the site of Lorimier’s store to be ideal as to its location near Loramie Creek and called the fort 
“Fort Loramie.”  Built in 1794, the fort was used as a supply station for troops in the area and as a postal site for 
the army.  
 After the War of 1812, English settlers came to the area.  Best known of these was James E. Furrow, who 
was appointed postmaster of the Loramie Post Office located at the fort.  Later the mail service was moved into 
the town, which at that time was called Berlin.  James Pilliod and Charles Schiltz were responsible for the name 
Berlin as they came from New Berlin in Stark County. 
 Many German immigrants came to the area from Cincinnati by wagon trains prior to the building of the 
Miami-Erie Canal, which became operative in 1843.  These German farmers bought land from the state at a little 
over $1 per acre.  Courthouse records show that Berlin was surveyed in 1837 for William Prillman, Proprietor.  In 
1838, St. Michael’s Church was built with fifty-four families as parishioners. 
 Because of its location along the canal, Fort Loramie became a prosperous community.  In 1858, when the 
first mill was built, there were many other businesses in the 
community such as hardware stores, a general store and a millinery 
store, a drugstore, as well as taverns and a hotel.  The canal played 
an important part in the town’s history until the late 1880s.  The 
disastrous flood of 1913 put an end to its usefulness.  Today the 
canal site is filled in and a historic log cabin sits in the Canal Park in 
the Center of town. 
 In 1889, articles of incorporation were filed at the courthouse 
naming the village “Loramies.”  This became shortened to Loramie 
over time, although the local people still called it “Berlin” until 
finally, in 1917, the town’s name officially became “Fort Loramie.” 
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Photo Courtesy of M. WeberPhoto Courtesy of M. WeberPhoto Courtesy of M. WeberPhoto Courtesy of M. Weber  

Where Was G. Weber’s???Where Was G. Weber’s???Where Was G. Weber’s???Where Was G. Weber’s???                By:  J. GarietyBy:  J. GarietyBy:  J. GarietyBy:  J. Gariety 

Where was G. Weber’s Place?  This question was recently submitted to us via the Historical Society’s website: 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org.  Along with this query we received the photograph shown above and, after a 
bit of speculation, we began our mission to find this business of days gone by. 
 
Traditional research methods did not yield the information we were seeking.  G. Weber’s Place did not appear 
in any of the Society’s resources and was not found in publications at the city library.  However, we were 
successful in our quest due to the visibility of the business names and addresses found in the storefront 
photograph.  The 1908-1909 Sidney City Directory revealed that Marshall’s law office (shown at left in the 
photo) was located at 810 Poplar St.  This fact allowed us to determine the exact location of the building.   
 
G. Weber’s occupied the space of what is now the law office of Priscilla L. Hax.  The storefront is 

unrecognizable due to renovations; the upper levels of the brick façade have been stuccoed. 
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G. Weber’s Continued… G. Weber’s Continued… G. Weber’s Continued… G. Weber’s Continued…     

As we were unable to determine when the business was active, we began to research the history of the space itself.  

An 1887 Sanborn fire Insurance map of the building reveals that a saloon was located in this spot during the 

late 19th century.  (See shaded area on map with address of 1407-1408;  Note the Sidney street addresses of the 

late 1880’s) 

1887 Map1887 Map1887 Map1887 Map    

A June 28, 1867 advertise-

ment in the Shelby County 
Democrat reads: ‘New meat 

market on Poplar St., 4 

doors west of H.R. Hare’s 

Drug Store –I. Weingartner.’  

The 1887 map, albeit 20 

years later, indicates that 

there was a meat market at 

214 Poplar, four doors west 

of the space that G. Weber’s 

occupied.  Could Hare’s Drug 

Store have been at this loca-

tion?   

The image to the left was taken from an 1875 atlas 
of Shelby County.  This is a drawing of the façade 
shown at the bottom left  of page 3.  It depicts Fred 
Salm’s  furniture business on the left and a milli-
nery shop on the right.  An additional  excerpt from 
the Shelby County Democrat reveals that the milli-
nery was owned by Mrs. S. A. Brubaker and hosted 
its grand opening on Friday and Saturday, April 
29th & 30th, 1870.  The 1878-79 Sidney City Di-
rectory reveals that the address of the millinery was 
207 W. Poplar St.; Mr. Salm’s business, Salm & 
Morton Furniture and Undertakers, was listed at 
209 W. Poplar.  C.H. Dickas’s  barber shop was lo-
cated at 211 W. Poplar and the Weingartner & 
Bro.,meat market was located at 213 W. Poplar.   



 

5 

1892 Map1892 Map1892 Map1892 Map                                                                                                
----Notice the address changes 
from 1887-1892 

1902 Street Index1902 Street Index1902 Street Index1902 Street Index    
806 Poplar806 Poplar806 Poplar806 Poplar --- Christopher C. Sol-
lenberger (Melissa J.) cigar 
manufacturer 
808 Poplar808 Poplar808 Poplar808 Poplar --- Conrad Crusey 
(Nettie) saloon & restaurant  
810 Poplar810 Poplar810 Poplar810 Poplar --- Hallway  
812 Poplar812 Poplar812 Poplar812 Poplar --- Fred Salm –
Furniture Store 
812 Poplar812 Poplar812 Poplar812 Poplar --- Salm & Taylor –
Fred Salm & Orson B. Taylor 
Undertakers & Embalmers 
814 Poplar814 Poplar814 Poplar814 Poplar --- Hallway  
818 Poplar818 Poplar818 Poplar818 Poplar --- Geo. H. & Charles 

O. of Dickas Bros. Barbershop -

Christopher Dickas living above                         

820 Poplar 820 Poplar 820 Poplar 820 Poplar —-New Era Restau-

rant —-A. Throckmorton  (see ad 
at left)                                                                   

824 Poplar824 Poplar824 Poplar824 Poplar—-W.A. Weingartner 

& Bro. ——-Butcher 
1907 Map1907 Map1907 Map1907 Map     

The next available city direc-

tory for reference is the 1902 

version.  This directory is 

unique in that a street index 

appears at the front of the 

book.  This allows for the 

simple juxtaposition of maps 

and city directory listings. 

We know that the space which houses Ms. Hax’s law office may once have been a drugstore, that it was indeed the 
location of Mrs. S.A. Brubaker’s millinery and fancy goods store, and that the space functioned as a saloon for 
at least 20 years, during which time G. Weber’s Place most likely was in business.   
The 1914 Sanborn map indicates that a slight interior alteration was made at the rear of the space; there are no 
longer notations on the map which indicate the functions of the spaces. 
The 1931 city directory reveals that the Peerless Market, owned by E.F. Hawvermale, was located at 108 W. Poplar, 
which is the current address of the space.  (The addresses changed again between 1909 and 1912.)  In 1916 Mr. 
Hawvermale was employed as the manager of Kroger’s grocery which was located at 115 N. Main St.  



 

6 

Civil War Bus Tour  
of Logan, Clark and Shelby Counties 

Friday, May 11, 2012 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 Join us for a day to celebrate our local Civil War history as we visit 
museums and landmarks that highlight the area’s Civil War contributions.  The 
tour will begin at the Logan County Museum with a tour of the new exhibit, 
Logan County and the War of 1812 & Civil War.  We will then go to 
Springfield, OH, to visit the Clark County Heritage Center, host of the Ohio 
Historical Society’s traveling exhibit Ohio and the Civil War: 150 Years Later, 
as well as its own Civil War exhibit.  Lunch will be served at the Heritage 
Center with a speaker on the Gammon House, believed to be an Underground 
Railroad house, then a visit to Springfield’s Ferncliff Cemetery.  The final stop 
will be in Sidney to visit the Monumental Building.  This building is a 
monument to Civil War veterans.  Now used as the county’s Municipal Court 
and home of the county’s Veteran’s Services Offices, this majestic three-story 
building was funded by local taxpayers and donors of the late nineteenth 
century to honor the county’s fallen soldiers and triumphant veterans. 
 Make your reservations today, seating is limited!!! 

Date: Friday, May 11, 2012 
 

Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

Starting Location:  
     Logan County Museum 
     521 E. Columbus Ave 
     Bellefontaine, OH 43311 
 

Cost: $25 per person 
( i n c l udes  mea l  and 
admission fees) Vegetarian 
meals available 
 

Make checks payable to: 
Logan County Historical 
Society and mail to address 
above. 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 YEARS AGO-APRIL-1887 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 
SIDNEY (1st) – Running for Sheriff-E. P. Ailes, N. M. Sharp, 
W. H. Frisboe, Joseph Ratermann, G. W. Wiley.  Clerk of Courts
-John Duncan, Jr., John Hussey.  Probate Judge- S. Wilkin, A. J. 
Rebstock.  Treasurer – William Kingseed.  Commissioner – H. I. 
Stockstill, John McFarland, Thomas Hickey, T. J. Martin. 
 

SIDNEY – The Sidney schools close today for one week.  
Spring vacation…The light from the St. Mary’s gas well was 
visible in Sidney on Sunday evening…The Bennett Opera 
Company will sing in the Monumental Hall, Saturday evening, 
May 7th. 
 

BERLIN (8TH) – Dogs got into a flock of sheep belong to F. 
Bornhorst and killed 5 of them…Jos. W. Meyer, better known as 
“Shanghal Meyer,” died Sunday morning the 27th. 
 

SWANDERS – The wheat crop in this vicinity is badly winter 
killed and can not make an average crop with the best of weather 
the balance of the season…There has been considerable oats 
sown…Our tile men have sold out all their tile and will not have 
near enough to supply their spring trade.  They had several orders 
from Miami county they could not fill. 
 

LOCKINGTON – Lee Richardson and lady, of Yorkshire, 
having launched their matrimonial bark, have set up 
housekeeping and become residents of Lockington….The U. B. 
church of this place contemplates the erecting of a new church 
edifices, with prospects that promise success in the near future…
Our churches and Sunday schools are in a healthy condition, with 
a good degree of interest manifested. 
 

HARDIN – It is estimated that 600 persons followed the 
remains of Dr. E. B. Hamer to their last resting place last 
Thursday.  Rev. Kelly, of Hardin, delivered the funeral discourse.  
Also members from Neal Post, Sidney, rendered services.  The 
music was furnished by Mrs. Jessie Dabe, of our village and 
George Woolley, of Oran and singing by our village class and the 
choir from Oran. 
 

SIDNEY (15TH) – The Sidney factories are all crowded with 
work to fill their order…The Miller Buggy Company shipped 3 
buggies to Niles Michigan last Tuesday…Mrs. Isaac Newton and 
daughter Annie visited friends in Bellefontaine over Sunday…
Married:  John Counts & Elizabeth Hollipeter, Louis A. Meyer & 
Martha A. Gray, William Haversher & Sarah Roettger, H. R. Bell 
& Almira McCune…A number of Gypsies, having been called to 
Dayton to attend the funeral services of the Queen there on 
Friday, passed through Sidney on Monday. 
  
SIDNEY (29th) – Fred Salm was in Columbus several days this 
week taking a course in instruction in improved methods of 
embalming…Is there not enterprise enough at Anna and Port 
Jefferson to see what the subterranean resources that underlay 
those places contain?...The vacant business room of James 
Johnston, on the east side of the public square, has been rented 
by C. A. Heeht & Co., of Cincinnati, wholesale dealers in liquor 
and tobacco. 

 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – APRIL – 1912 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

MONTRA (5th) – The following children will be confirmed in 
Emanuel’s Evangelical Lutheran church Monday.  Sunday 
Services will begin at 9:30 sun time.  Elmer C. Gerber, Allen Ed 
Reineke, Carl W. Korn, Floyd Ray Allenbach, Orley S. Scherer, 
Louis Ed Ambos, Charley Roy Fogt, Cora A. Gerber, Helen M. 
K. Corn, Emma K. Metz, Lula G. Gerber, Luella M. Fogt, Nora 
LaDonna Waltz and Ella L. Gerber…Wm. Heitz was at New 
Bremen Monday on business. 
 

SIDNEY (12th) – The distribution of campaign cigars or the 
purchasing of drinks for voters, by a candidate for office, is a 
violation of the corrupt practices act and subjects the donor or 
purchaser to the penalties provided by the law, according to a 
ruling by Attorney General Hogan…The St. Mary’s church team 
defeated the team representing the Holy Angels school of Sidney, 
at Athletic field by score of 17-6 yesterday afternoon.  The 
feature of the game was the pitching of Welsch for the home 
team.  He struck out 9 men and allowed but one base on balls. 
 

TAWAWA – The farmers are busy sowing oats this week.  As 
the wheat is all gone they are sowing the ground in oats. 
 

MAPLEWOOD – Excellent program at Epworth League next 
Sunday night.  Miss Dem Young is the leader and she has 
arranged an excellent literary program…The sewing party that 
was reported last week was held at the home of Mrs. J. K. 
Jackson instead of as printed last week.  We are sorry this mistake 
was made…A very sad accident happened near Bloom Center 
last Friday when Harvey, the eldest son of George Miller, 
accidentally shot himself in the leg with a double barrel shotgun, 
both charges entering the limb.  He died the same evening at 11 
o’clock. 
 

SIDNEY (19th) – Mrs. C. R. Gleakney was the successful bidder 
on the $26 gas range at the demonstration of New Method gas 
range at Steinle & Miller’s Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday of 
this week.  Mrs. George Wise was the successful bidder on the 
$15 range.  The demonstration was a success in every way and 
was attended by a very large crowd…The Busy Workers’ Sewing 
Circle met with Mrs. Clarence Harp on Main avenue Wednesday 
afternoon.  The hours were delightfully spent in needlework 
mingled with social conversation…A new industry for Sidney has 
just been incorporated.  It is the Commercial Steel Body 
Company and is capitalized for $25,000.  The incorporators are: 
P. P. Dyke, William Vossler, W. A. Burkett, R. H. Bingham & 
Royon G. Hess. 
 

SIDNEY (26th)-Miss Margaret Gerstner was hostess to the 
members of the Literary Soiree at her home in east Sidney 
Tuesday evening…”Jimmie” Jackson has just received word 
from the Saturday Evening Post Company that he is now the 
leader of his class – Class 14, cities from 6000 to 8000-and has 
enough percentage that he can’t be overtaken in his class which 
insures him one of the 21 prizes.  Now: Jimmie” says he is going 
after the big prize and wants to be the leader of the 21.  “Jimmie” 
is a hustler and if he does not come out at the finish at the top of 
the list he won’t be far away from the leader. 
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Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 
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Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


