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Moving? 
Please remember to update  
your address with us so you  
will continue to receive your  

Historical Highlights! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$25 Individual 
$35 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 

 In remembrance of the 150th Anniversary of the bloodiest year of the 
Civil War for Shelby County men, the Historical Society is hosting a Civil War 
dinner and performance by Anthony Gibbs on Thursday, May 2, 2013, at the 
Sidney First United Methodist Church. 
 Dinner guests will be asked to pull a card from a bucket.  Each card will 
indicate an entree representing the North or the South.  The Northern meal will 
include chicken and rice soup, coleslaw, roast beef in gravy, glazed carrots, 
mashed potatoes, and biscuits.  The Southern entree will be creamed tomato 
soup, field greens salad, oven fried chicken, black-eyed peas, sweet potatoes 
and Johnny-cake with molasses.  Both sides will enjoy a dessert of the time 
period.  The drink menu will include Mrs. Mosby’s lemonade, switchel, coffee, 
tea, and water. Dinner will be served from 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 The evening will continue with Anthony Gibbs portraying John Parker, 
an Underground Railroad conductor from Ripley, OH.  John Parker’s life story 
was filled with determination, sacrifice, and extraordinary courage.  He was an 
ex-slave, inventor, entrepreneur, husband, and father who risked everything, 
including his own freedom, to help hundreds of slaves through the Ohio 
Underground Railroad.  In this dramatic 
presentation, John Parker will guide guests 
through some of his most intense 
experiences.  Following the portrayal, 
Gibbs will discuss the legacy of John 
Parker and the Underground Railroad in 
Ohio. 
 Gibbs is a graduate of The Ohio 
State University, and he is founder and 
Creative Director of Black History 
Impressions, an organization dedicated to 
the remembrance, appreciation, and 
exhibition of African American 
contributions throughout history. 

 Tickets for the event can be 

purchased at the Ross Historical Center 

located at 201 N. Main Ave or by calling 

937-498-1653.  Society members can enjoy 

the dinner and program for $15, the cost for 

a non-member will be $25.  Members and 

students can join us at 7 p.m. to enjoy the 

presentation for free, while non-members 

will be asked for a $5 donation. 

Gibbs as John Parker during the  
SCHS Educational Program “Civil 
War” for all Shelby County and  
Sidney City Schools 8th Graders 
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VOLUNTEERS 

February Volunteer Info: 
38 Volunteers 
293 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for February: 
Vera Piper 

Carol Wentz 
 

Congratulations!   
Thank you to all our volunteers!  

We depend on you! In February,  1261 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue: 

1. Sidney (2)-Ganache is a type of 
frosting or filling. 

2. Sidney (7)-A rafter of gobblers is an 
epidemic of coughing. 

 

The clues were found by:  
Tom Salm and Patricia Francis 

 
The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!    
Dear Tilda, 
 Please upgrade my membership to Legacy Partner.  Although I am far away from 
Sidney, I want to support the efforts of the Shelby County Historical Society.  As you know, my 
grandfather, W.R. Minton was one of the founder of SCHS and first president.  My father, John 
W. Minton was also president of the society for a number of years.  I do try to get to Sidney a 
couple of times a year.  I strongly support the preservation of Shelby County’s wonderful 
history and the educational programs that make that history come alive. 
 Please continue the efforts to make history interesting and fun. 
 John Minton, Weston, FL 
��������������������������������������������������������������� 

Dear Tilda, 
 I look forward to receiving my Historical Highlights each month.  I find the articles 
interesting and eye opening to much I didn’t know (or had forgotten) about my hometown. 
 I admire all you do for the community, especially the youth of Shelby County.  A 
special thanks to all who volunteer their time to such a worthy cause. 
 Yours truly, 
 Janet Sayre Allen, Landenberg, Pa 

Welcome New Members: 
Judith Harp, Sidney, OH    Edward and Merilyn Borchers, Russia, OH 
Gary and Bev Mintchell, Sidney, OH  Gloria Egbert, Anna, OH 
Rickey and Joyce Ike, Jackson Center, OH Marcia Osborne, Sidney, OH 
John Coffield, Sidney, OH   Panache, Sidney, OH 
Tom Berry, Sidney, OH    Kim Setsor, Maplewood, OH 
Mary Lou Holly, Sidney, OH   Dan and Lindsey Riethman, Anna, OH 
Fred and Linda Nuss, Sidney, OH  Barb Arnett, Sidney, OH 
Rising Sun Express, Jackson Center, OH  Jerry and Sharon Allen, Sidney, OH 
Charles and Ann Rhyan, Sidney, OH  Rick and Debbie Russell, Botkins, OH 
Judy K. Harp, Sidney, OH 

New Legacy Partners: 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Ron and Nita’s 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc, Sidney, OH 
Koenig Equipment, Inc., Botkins, OH 
John Minton, Weston, FL 
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Immigration Day 2013  

Sponsored By: 
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“The House Thedieck Built” 

By The Sidney Daily Journal 

Sidney, OH - Thursday, August 1, 1912 

 
 Thirty-seven years ago a young man of twenty opened a dry goods store in Sidney and 
asked the patronage of the public, basing his claim for it on honest goods and fair dealing, and 
ever since that time the business has been conducted by I.H. Thedieck. 
 From a small store room in which a few hundred dollars worth of merchandise was 
displayed for the inspection of the fair maids and good matrons of Sidney, a business palace 
filled with fabricated wonders of loom and craftsmanship, valued at thousands upon thousands 
of dollars has arisen to become the trade center, not only of this city, but of all the surrounding 
towns.  “I bought it at Thedieck’s” is equivalent to saying, “It is the best of its kind and in the 
latest style.” 
 But there have been some things at Thedieck’s that were not wholly up-to-date (not in 
the goods, but in the building), and so they are tearing out the old plaster ceilings, and 
substituting in the place of them, new sheet steel ceilings, which are not only lighter and more 
sanitary, but add to the fireproof qualities of the establishment.  Then they are going to remodel 
the rear part of the ground floor, and build a balcony with a central stairway and offices, rest 
rooms and lavatories for the employees and patrons.  When these improvements are completed, 
this will be one of the most modern department stores in this part of the country. 
 Already many innovations have been started in this store for the welfare and comfort of 
the thousands of patrons of Thedieck’s and it would be well if the other stores would strive to 
emulate the example so worthily set by this concern.  By far the most important, and one that 

should be followed in all stores and all 
public or semi-public places is the 
installation of the sanitary drinking 
cup, in place of the old and filthy cup, 
used by all. 
 The physical characteristic of 
this great store are so well known to 
every reader of this paper that it would 
be but a work of superrogation to go 
into any detailed statement of the 
establishment, but it will not be out of 
place to state that when the new 
improvements are complete there will 
be approximately 30,000 feet of floor 
space on which to display the goods in 
which this store deals (and that means 
almost everything that you need 
excepting food for man and that they 
employ more than fifty clerks to wait 
upon you and assist you in the 
selection of the goods that you may 
need.   
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 Mr. I. H. Thedieck was born in the town of Alphausen, in the province of Hanover, 
Germany, in 1855, and came to this country in 1871.  His father was a merchant and Mr. 
Thedieck received the benefit of a good common school education at his home in Germany. 
 Mr. Thedieck came directly to Cincinnati and was employed there in some of the largest 
mercantile establishments in the city, where he remained for several years learning the best 
methods of business as practiced by those firms with which he was connected, and in 1875, 
feeling that he was prepared to strike out for himself in the sea of business, came to Sidney and 
laid the foundation of the business which is now one of the commercial landmarks of this city. 
 Mr. Thedieck is not only one of our leading merchants, but he is also prominent in the 
financial and manufacturing life of the city, being the President of Sidney Tool Co., The 
Monarch Machine Co., The Sidney Manufacturing Co., and also a director at The First National 
Bank, The Sidney Telephone Company and the R. Given & Son Co. 
 When asked what were the things that he thought Sidney needed most he said, “There 
are many things in the way of public improvements that are needed, but it seems to me that one 
of the greatest needs is to open some street under the C. H. & D. track to the western part of the 
city.  Then of course there is the oiling of the streets.  The importance of this can hardly be over
-estimated when account is taken of the great benefit to the health and comfort that would 
accrue from the improvement to say nothing of savings in dollars and cents that would result 
from the great amount of water that would be saved.  Another thing is concerted action of the 
businessmen of Sidney.  The city will not grow as it should unless the businessmen help it.  The 
growth of a business requires the fostering care and attention of those who are its head, and this 
means the men who are carrying on the business enterprises of the town.  Let there be 
intelligent and broad minded co-operation of the business interests, and the town will grow.  
Lack of such effort means stagnation.” 

This portrait of I. H. Thedieck is presently hanging in 
the boardroom at the Ross Center. 
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PASSAGES 
An Anthology of Shelby County History 

By: Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
 In November 2001, Albert Dickas received his 
first issue of Historical Highlights, the newsletter 
published by the Shelby County (Ohio) Historical 
Society.  To his surprise, he found inside a story on I. 
H. Thedieck, a name he knew quite well, for two 
reasons.  First, having been a lifelong student of history 
and also a native of Shelby County, he was quite 
familiar with the contributions Mr. Thedieck had made 
to the local community.  Second, sitting on a shelf next 
to his desk as he read was a shaving mug he had 
inherited, and on it was Mr. Thedieck’s name -- a 
testimony both to the gentleman’s position in Sidney 
and to the profession of Dickas’ forbears as prominent 
owners of local barber shops. 
 
 Aware that the mug might be of interest to other 
local historians, Dickas called the newsletter editor, 
who encouraged him to write his own account of the 
mug and its owner.  A dozen years and 50 stories 
followed. 
 

 This book is a compilation of those stories, each of which relates to the years Dickas 
spent growing up in Shelby County, and at the same time captures his other interests as a 
professional geophysicist, an enthusiastic historian, and an admirer of community leaders, and a 
natural story teller.  

Available Now at the  
Ross Historical Center’s 

Gift Shop 
$20 for Members 

$30 for Non-members 
(Mail order please add $5 for shipping and handling) 

Dr. A.B. Dickas 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
APRIL-1888-125 Years Ago 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (6TH)-The term of John Heiser, as Water Works 
Trustee, will expire in September.  He was not re-elected 
and there-fore after September will not serve, just at a time 
when his services will be most necessary.  He has been one 
of the most efficient members of the board, and in the 
building of the new system his direction of the work would 
be worth much to Sidney.  No candidate for any office was 
more worthy of election…Birthday wishes go out to Tilda 
Phlipot, Luke Howell, Anne Morrow, Charlie Chaplin and 
Richard Salm…Christopher Burkhart, who has for some 
time been known as the only unmarried grocer in Sidney, 
has no loner any claim to the title.  Renounced it last 
evening with the assistance of the Rev. Minneman by 
uniting in marriage with Miss. Tina Ray, of Sidney, an 
estimable young lady who has many friends here and in the 
eastern part of the county.  They were married in their 
home on South Main street and instead of going on the 
tiresome trip to remote parts of the State, they remained at 
home and inaugurated housekeeping.   
 

PORT JEFFERSON-The family of Frank Hubbell, living 
on a small farm two miles north of Port Jefferson, furnish 
what is in all probability the first case of tyrotoxicon known 
in this county.  On Wednesday of last week the entire 
family of seven persons was suddenly taken violently sick.  
They had the symptom of poisoning, and were treated for 
that.  The two youngest boys apparently suffered more 
than the others and died.  During this time the mother was 
giving birth to her sixth child.  An examination of the 
premises showed that a sickly and befouled cow furnished 
milk, which, on examination, proved to contain poison 
known as tyrotoxicon.  This deadly poison has been known 
to medical science only three years  
 

SIDNEY (20TH)-Dr. William Francis Wood was born in 
Cincinnati on December 15, 1839.  He graduated at an 
early age from both the Cincinnati and Columbus medical 
colleges.  He first practiced in Kossuth, Auglaize county for 
18 months and then in Jessup, Iowa for another 18 
months.  He married in St. Mary’s in December of 1861 to 
Miss Olivia Pritchard, and they had four children.  He 
located to Sidney in May of 1885.  He was a considerable 
means, ranked high in his profession, and had a large 
practice.  He was an admirer of fine horses and seldom 
drove a slow one.  The one which brought about his death 
this week had been owned but a short time, a fact which 
doubtless had all to do with the unfortunate man believing 
his peril great, for the horse, after running eight or ten 
squares was caught with little trouble, without having 
overturned or damaged the vehicle.  He will be missed by 
many. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

APRIL-1913-100 Years ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (4TH)-Daniel Dickas Sunday afternoon received 
a telegram from his son George Dickas, of Columbus, 
stating that Margaret Dickas was safe, but that his wife’s 
aunt and her three daughters were drowned.  The telegram 
did not state the name of the aunt but it is one of the 
sisters of Mrs. Anna Tappe of this city.  Mrs. Tappe has 
four sisters in Columbus but from the telegram she does 
not know which one it is with her three daughters is 
drowned.  She thinks possibly it is Mrs. Way as she noticed 
in a Cleveland paper Sunday in the list of the dean in 
Columbus the name of Mrs. Way and nephew. 
 

BOTKINS-All those living in the vicinity of Botkins 
desiring to assist the Flood Suffers with provisions, 
clothing, shoes, etc., will please leave same at the post 
office building in Botkins, where they will be parties to take 
charge of same. 
 

JACKSON CENTER-Frank Hughes recently caught a 
large eagle of the bald headed variety, and has the emblem 
of liberty in close captivity at their farm southeast of town.  
It measures eight feet from tip to tip and is a splendid 
specimen.  Mr. Hughes had a trap set for a hawk that had 
been pestering the life out of the Bloomfield township 
poultry fanciers.  On going to the trap one morning he 
found the trap gone, even the stakes to which it had been 
fastened were pulled up.  There was evidence that 
something larger than a hawk had been caught and Frank, 
who is an experienced scout, took up a trail which led to a 
grove several rods away, where he found the eagle, which 
showed fight.  After a hard tussle Frank succeeded in 
getting the bird home where it had been viewed by the 
entire population of Bloomfield township.  Mr. Hughes, 
through Dr. J. M. Carter has tendered the bird to the 
National Soldiers Home at Dayton. 
 

SIDNEY (18th)-Monday evening an elaborate banquet 
was given to about 100 farmers of Shelby county by O.J. 
Taylor and the American Fence Company.  After the 
services of the banquet a representative of the American 
Fence Company was introduced and gave an address upon 
the superiority of their galvanized steel post over the 
wooden posts and also on putting in underground electric 
fence….Another change was made in the personnel of the 
business houses of Sidney this week when the Olive Ailes 
Co. sold their exclusive furnishing store to H. G. 
Lieberman and Co., of Chicago, upon condition that the 
stock be reduced to the amount agreed upon within the 
next few weeks.  This most popular store for ladies ready 
to wear garments and accessories was started four years 
ago this month by Miss Olive Ailes. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to 
miss an issue of Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 
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