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Welcome New Members:
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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Civil War Ball I Dinner g

ISV ]
Saturday, April 25, 2015
@ 5:30PM at the
Sidney Masonic Lodge
Music and Dance Lessons will be

provided by the Anonymous String Band

Dinner will be Served (@ 6PM
Tickets may be purchased at:

Tickets: Ross Historical Center
Single - $20 . _
Couple - $40 201 N. Main St., Sidney, OH

(937) 498-1653

What’s New at the
Loss Historical Center?

New to our staff is Jane Bailey from Ft. Loramie , who is a
graduate of both Ft. Loramie High School and Bowling Green State
University. While Jane double majored in Spanish and International
Studies, she has proven to be quite an asset to our staff outside of those
disciplines. Since she began work with us the beginning of February,
Jane has found herself immersed in
learning accession procedure, dealing
with the updates of our Past Perfect
software used by many museums,
helping out with sales, and even
using her artistic side to paint a
canvas for our Year of Valor exhibit
that is scheduled to open May 4. She
is pictured here with her
grandfather’s WW II uniform, which
is part of our newest Year of Valor
exhibit. We are so fortunate to have
found someone with Jane’s skills and
her enthusiasm. Welcome, Jane.




Old E.nglish Embossed Mug

Well-worn gold leaf caps the rim, the base and the handle. A name in Old English script

identifies the one-time owner as |. H. Thedieck, the German born entrepreneur who was a driving
force in the development of Sidney 's early industrial history. Similar in size, shape and function to
tens~of-thousands of mugs that once occupied the shelves of barber shops throughout America,
this perk~of-the prominent was a custom of that time when valued customers retained personal
mugs at their barbershop-of-choice for exclusive use during the ritual of a daily shave. In Mr.
Thedieck's case, his choice of shop was that of Charles Otto Dickas, one of several barbers of the
same surname that once maintained the hair length and style of generations of Shelby County
males.

In 1919 Charles Otto was the sole Dickas
practicing the family art in the same })uilding his father
Christopher Heinrich had built 34 years before at the
104-106 West Poplar Street location. Upon the death of
Thedieck in 1926, his mug became a simple memento of
a cherished customer whose department store loomed
over the north side of the Courthouse business district.
When Charles died in 1929, his son Robert Benjamin
inherited the mug and with his death in 1988 it was
passed on to Lionel Adrianne Dickas who, as a 15 year
old ]aog, had earned extra {amilg income as a deliverg
boy for the Thedieck Department Store. With the death
of Lionel in 1097, the mug was passed on to his son,
Albert B.Dickas, who has now brought it back home to
Sidney where it is now a part of the Shelby County
Historical Society 's artifact collection.

{hank yo,,,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: February Volunteer Info:
Maplewood 22nd-Mrs. Gronkewski is not 14 Volunteers
from Maplewood but the name of a Super 134 Hours

Bowl football player

Volunteer gift certificate winners
Sidney 26th-"Fusilli” is a type of pasta not a gift i

garment, for February:
The clues were found by: Cindy Garret
Bev Mintchell

Patricia Francis and

Tom Salm Congratulations! Thank you to all

\) : , our volunteers! We depend on you!
The clue will be found ONLY in
% In February, 800 people

the “Out of the Past” section. o i
participated in SCHS programs.




A History of Fort Loramie

This history of Fort Loramie was written in the back of a McLean Township Justice of the Peace docket
book. The first entry in the volume is Record #349 written February 1, 1861. Some of the entries are signed by
Henry Sherman, Justice of the Peace, and it is very likely that he authored this history. The docket book was
donated by Judy Woodruff of London, Ohio along with many other ledgers and documents owned by the

Sherman Family.

From the 1883 History of Shelby County, Ohio under McLean Township:
Henry B. Sherman (is the) son of John W. and Elizabeth Sherman, who settled in this county in 1835. He was born March 27, 1819, and
raised a farmer. In 1845 he married Catharine, daughter of Francis and Mary C. Ernstes. She was born October 17, 1826. He has
filled the office of justice of the peace nine years, also, clerk, assessor, and land appraiser.

The following account was begun after an entry dated November 23, 1868:

Settlement of McLean Township and Loramies

1t is not known who were the first settlers at Loramies for farming purposes. Those of early date being
either traders, hunters or soldiers. Among the first to take up land for farming purposes were James Furrow who
settled at Loramies, Joseph Christian, Nathan Mendenhall and William Prillerman. James Pilliod came after
these early settlers and took up a farm west of Loramies. Isaac Edward came in the year 1833 and was the first
school teacher in the bounds of what was afterwards made into McLean Township. This was several years after
the first settlers came to the township. The first school house stood not far distance from where the boat yard is
located north of Loramies. Six weeks ago we were in Loramies and met John Edwards and Mike Schiltz from
whom we gleaned the following fact about the early settlement of the town of Loramies. The original proprietor
of Loramies was William Prillerman. It was laid out west of the canal and was a part of Prillerman’s farm. His
brother Christian Prillerman owned the land on the east side of the canal and both their farms were north of the
Greenville Treaty Line. The town plat was surveyed by Hon. Jonathan Counts. The land south passing the street
passing the Tecklenburg Hotel was at that date government lands. The canal was staked off when the town was
laid out but no work had been done on it. The post office was kept by James G. Furrow at the old fort near where
the Arkenberg homestead now stands. Mr. Furrow kept a store and a general store was kept by J M. Pilliod.

The original road cut through the country was made by the army when the campaign was made against
the Indians. These roads were corduroyed in the worst places by laying logs and poles across over them. As
soon as settlement began at Piqua, Minster, New Bremen and St. Marys, these towns were supplied with
groceries, clothing, regular and other necessaries by wagons who made regular trips through from Dayton to
Fort Wayne that they might assist each other though the swamp and the teamsters went in parties of a half dozen
or more at a time. When night came on these teamsters stopped with the settlers along the road or camped out.
Almost every resident along the road from Piqua to Fort Wayne was known as a tavern keeper. Returning from
the north they carried south furs and other things purchased from the Indians and such produce as the farmers
sent to market. As the population increased these wagon trains became more numerous and afforded better
facilities of reaching the markets with grain, pork and hoop poles which were the principle articles the farmers
had to sell. Taxes were low but had it not been for the hoop poles that were sent to market in these wagon trains,
many a settler would not have been able to pay his taxes.

The first farmers in the vicinity were of English descent. The first German that settled in the vicinity was
named Whitebread. He located near where the reservoir bulkhead now is and was called “the Dutchman” by his
neighbors. In 1834 and 1835 two families followed, that of J.B. Raterman and J. William Sherman and after
them J.M. Pilliod who was the purchaser and at one time he was the largest land holder in the neighborhood
owning about 400 acres. When the town was laid out the lots were sold on auction and sold readily. The
residence of William Prillerman was where Stephen Kirner’s house now stands on the west side of the canal.
Joseph Mendenhall, who was afterward a county commissioner, kept a tavern in a log house where John Gaier’s
new bakery now stands. The first frame house was built as an addition to the tavern by Joseph Mendenhall. Dr.
Clark Ayers was the first resident physician and built the first brick house, a small one-story residence, on the
ground where Stephen Kirner’s house now stands. The nearest mills were Sidney, Piqua and St. Marys.



The town was called and the name given to it by James M. Pilliod and Charles Schiltz, who had come
from New Berlin in Stark County, it was named from their former home. The first building erected after the
town was laid out was put by Ishmiel Lattimore and stood southeast of the old warehouse. Bernhard Mayers
started the first store in town. He carried his goods at first on his back from Piqua. H.H. Dressman started
a store shortly after Mayers did; these stores included the sale of groceries, dry goods, liquors, etc.

When work was begun, commenced, on the canal here was a large immigration of people most of
whom were low Germans and Catholics. Among these were H.H. Dressman, Bernhard Pille, Ignaus Schell
and others. Mpr. Pille is still living near Loramies. They first came as laborers on the canal, but soon took
up land and became permanent settlers. The first cemetery was the old army cemetery near Ft. Loramies. It
is not known just where it was but it is supposed to be near Ft. Loramies adjoining where the Furrow Family
is buried on the Arkenberg farm. James M. Furrow who died March 11, 1842 told the old settlers that
during the Indian war a general in the American army was killed at a battle fought at Loramies with the
Indians and was buried at what is now the Furrow Cemetery.

Furrow marked the place where the general was buried and requested to be buried by his side; his
request was complied with. The grave of the officer is not marked, and neither history nor tradition records
who he was. In excavating in a gravel pit one fourth of a mile further north, remains of human bones have
been found who some supposed to be soldiers, but it is more probable they are Indians’ remains of an early
date as it is known that these forts built by Wayne and other officers were only for temporary purposes and
soldiers who died were buried a short distance from the forts. The F. family cemetery is surrounded by a
stone wall and this family is supposed to be the first settlers near Loramies. An old cemetery was
established near the canal on an elevation about one half mile north of town. Many of the early settlers are
buried here, but time is rapidly effacing the evidence that it ever had been a cemetery, and unless someone
takes care and has it enclosed the graves of the early settlers will soon be unknown.

The Catholic cemetery near the St. Michael church was consecrated shortly after the work
commenced on the canal and before any steps were taken to build a church.

James M. Pilliod became proprietor east of the canal and south of the Greenville Treaty Line. He
sold thirty acres northwest corner for $25.00. This includes the land on which are located the hotel, mill
and all south half of the town of Loramies. The canal was finished in 1841 and as soon as it was opened the
wagon trains stopped, which had done a flourishing business, and the taverns along the road became simple
farm houses. The first that arrived at Berlin was the State boat. It came up on Sunday and stuck in the mud
Jjust south of town. It was visited by the whole population of the place and its arrival hailed with great joy.
The packet freight boat that went was called the Belvedier by Captain Wilder.

As soon as the canal was opened the trade became extensive. Merchants from Cincinnati shipped
their dry goods, groceries, salt, hardware and such articles around through the Erie Canal of New York
Lake Erie up the canal while they sent north in exchange, sugar, grain, pork, whiskey, etc. The produce was
bought by local dealers and shipped north or south, as the best market demanded it. Hoop poles and card
wood always found a ready market south. Grain was usually shipped north. Every town along the canal
was a busy place of trade and grew rapidly. Business was prosperous and packet boats numerous, boating
active. The railroads have worked a great change in business since. The first mill was built in Loramies in
1858. It was owned by Bernhard Mayers and Reddy Brothers. It soon passed into the hands of Meyers and
Kirner, and is now owned by the Loramies Milling Co. Among the early merchants were B. Meyers, who
one time was the wealthiest man in the township, but died poor, H.H. Dressman, Anton Berting and William
J. Sherman. Sherman and Berting were partners at one time. The first sawmill was built by Joseph
Mendenhall and Isaac Mann in 1841. It stood one half mile north of town. They had the first warehouse. It
stands just north of the town and for many years was owned and run by John H. Willman and Ferdinand
Gast who were partners. About 1850 Thomas McClure started a dry dock boatyard. It was prosperous for
many years but very little work is at now done. For many years a large cooper shop was run in town but two
years ago it was sold to August Wise, who tore it down, and erected a sawmill and stave factory in its place.

In 1849 Loramies, like many other towns along the canal, suffered from the ravages of the cholera.
Perhaps it would state the fact better to say the cholera was had in the country around town. Forty persons
died with the cholera in McLean Township within a period of two months, scarcely a single individual who
took it recovered. Mary Furrow and her son took it and died. Mary Furrow was the wife of James Furrow.



John E. Furrow died with it and Mary Furrow two days later. John E. Furrow died July 29, 1849.

The Catholic Church was organized about the year 1838, the first brick (church) was built in 1849.
It was a plain structure thirty-six feet (wide) and sixty feet long, afterward a twenty feet addition gave it
eighty feet in length. In 1853 Father August Berger came to Loramies and took charge of the congregation.
He remained until 1854. During the time he was there the priest house was built. He was succeeded by
Father Mukerherde who remained until 1863. He was succeeded by Father Meyer who remained until 1873
when his health failed and he was succeeded by Father William Bigot who is the present pastor of the
church. When Father Bigot came to Loramies he was told by Archbishop Purcell that he would find enough
to do, that beside the regular work as pastor there was a need of a new church. The work was commenced
and October 2, 1849 the cornerstone was for the new church laid. The day was as hot as midsummer and
2,000 people stood in the sun and witnessed the ceremony of laying the cornerstone. On the 2™ day of July
1881 the church was completed and was consecrated by Archbishop Elder in the presence of 3,000 people.
1t is sixty feet wide and one hundred and sixty-five feet long. It is well finished both inside and outside and
one of the finest country churches in the state. It has a congregation made up of over two hundred families.

From the early history of Loramies its population, as well as the population around the place, have
been members of the Catholic Church. This is not only the case with the actual settlers but (also) when (it
was) under the control of the French at the earliest history and period of which we are able to gather from
traditions and early history of the northwest. As stated last week, and we think conclusively proven, Peter
Loramies was a Catholic missionary among the Indians at Loramies for thirteen years; his great influence
among them is attributed to that fact. Another evidence given before, aside from these given, is that in the
vear 1871 Mathias Utz, while making an excavation west of Loramies, dug up a solid silver cross about
eight inches long that had been lost or buried there. This cross was fashioned after those worn by French
and Spanish officers during the eighteenth century.
In (the) finding of this cross and the gold cross near Rhine, noted our correspondent from Botkins this week,
together with the scraps of historical fact that we are able to obtain, prove the fact that Loramies and the
early French post in this section of Ohio were Catholic missionary stations among the Indians as well as
trading posts.
Loramies has a fine brick school house with an active Board of Education and at present the teachers are
Jos. Lenz, Paul Lauterbur and the Misses Dor and Lena Gudenkauf. The physicians and surgeons in the
town are Doctors P.W. Castolo and Thomas Walkup. The former represents the allopathic school and the
latter eclectic school; both are popular. Loramies has had a very popular hotel for many years. It was
formerly called the Vondrele House. It is now called the Tecklenburg House. It is under the management of
Henry Tecklenburg and proprietorship of the same.
We here subjoin the names of the present businessmen of the town with business they are engaged in and the
length of time they have been in business. J.H. Willman—dry goods and groceries 39 years; Miss Emma
Willman— millinery 6 years, Barlage & Co.— fresh and salt meat 11 years;, Martin Lehman— grocery and
saloon 13 years;, Henry Wolf— manufacturer of harnesses 4 years; Michael Moorman— broker 2 years,
Peter Stachler— saloon 4 years, John D. Inderrieden— dealer in stoves, hardware and lumber 18 years;
Mary Chessler— dressmaker 28 years; J.H. Rottinghaus— grocery and saloon 25 years; W.H. Quinlin—
druggist 11 years, Bern Gehrling— dealer in marble and tombstones 2 years; J.H.C. Quartman— saloon 7
vears; Jacob Ellerman— shoemaker and barber 21 years; John Puthoff— shoemaker 30 years;, Joseph
Quartman & Co.— blacksmith 10 years; Henry Lehmkule— undertaker 15 years, August Brucken—dealer
in agricultural implements 3 years, Jos. Bieger— boots and shoe dealer 38 years; August Rieger—saloon 2
vears, J.L. Gaier— bakery 1 year; W.H. Ernstes— dry goods and groceries 13 years; Loramies Milling Co.
— 49 years, Philip Anthony— wagon-maker 30 years, August Wise— sawmill man and dealer in lumber 13
years, Anton Brucken— sawmill man and dealer in lumber 20 years; Rice & Gaier— furniture dealer 2
vears; Vallentine Gaier— dry goods and groceries 2 years;, Crampe and Wilke— blacksmith 3 years;
Loramies Creamery— 2 years, James Cardo— saloon 11 years; Christ Wagler—manufacturer of brick 20 y
ears; Henry Volke & Co.— manufacturer of barrels 1 year, John Rome— manufacturer of harnesses 2
vears, Joseph Niederkorn— hack driver 20 years, Joseph Sextro— hack driver 12 years; Jos. Quartman—
veterinary surgeon.



ﬁe« Ohio Rocks!

A Guide to Geologic Sites in the Buckeye State
By Albert B. Dickas, Ph.D.

Ohio was born billions of years ago, during a time when ancient
mini-continents crystallized and merged into larger continents. Its
youth was marked by the coming and going of oceans and the advent of
life. The Buckeye State matured when ice sheets scoured its landscape.
This storyline is written in large and small in Ohio’s rocks, from its flat
till plains to the rumpled and hollowed landscape of the Appalachian
Plateau.

In Ohio Rocks!, skilled writer and geologist Albert Dickas takes
you to some of the state’s most interesting geologic chapters. At
Blackhand Gorge the sandy deposits of ancient sea were cut and
sculpted by glacial melt-water. In Scioto County you can trace the
margins of a ghost river. And you can visit the historic Buckeye
Furnace, which produced enough pig iron to make Ohio an industrial
giant. Ohio Rocks! is the third book in the state-by-state Geology
Rocks! series, which introduces readers to some of the most compelling
and accessible geologic sites in each state.

Members $15

Non-Members $18
Postage $5
Softbound - 133 pages

Now available at

The Shelby County Historical
Society

P.O. Box 376

Sidney, OH 4535-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com

A Guide fo

Geologic Sites in
the Bucheye State
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
75 Years Ago-April-1940
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (1st) Sidney casters played an important part in the fifth
annual Goodyear Hunting and Fishing club indoor casting meet held
Saturday and Sunday at Akron. Both Miss Annalee Crusey and her
father, Elmer Crusey Sr. took first places. Young Miss Crusey won the
ladies 5-8 ounce accuracy with a 97. In the 3/8 ounce accuracy Mr.
Crusey tied with T. J. Zimmerman, of Springfield, both casting 97’s
and the Sidney caster won in the shoot off. Junior Crusey, reigning
national juvenile champion, participated in the meet but didn’t come in
for any of the honors....With the closing of the regular league
competition in the Junior Bowling league last Monday night the yearly
average of the bowlers have been tabulated and the winners of the
various division named. It was more or less a2 one man affair, or one
team affair, down through the average for Greene of Rhees Clothes
Shop took practically all of the honors available while the rest of
Rhees’ team with Greene and the captain were walking off with the
team marks. Lueneke of Daisy Lunch took the high individual single
game mark with 263. Now that the junior loop is finished duck pins
will be started at the Recreation alleys.

SIDNEY (5%) — A travel talk and music formed the fascinating
program for the meeting Thursday evening of the Music and Art
department of Woman’s club, the session closing the department’s
activities for the 1939-40 club years. Mrs. Leo M. Winget, the retiring
president, was in charge of the pleasures of the evening which opened
at 8 P.M. in the Business Gitls home. Retiring officially from office at
this meeting with Mrs. Winget as president, were Mrs. F. L. Getrost,
Mrs. W. D. Dovall, Mrs. James B. Royon, Mrs. George Loudenback,
Mrs. W. R. France and Allen Whited. Miss Sarah Nancy Amos
presented the splendid travel talk, talking informally of her travels last
year to Japan, Bali, South Africa, French West Africa, Canary Islands
and other points of interest she had visited in previous foreign travels.
During the business session 31 members answered the roll call.

SIDNEY (8%)-CLASSIFIED-TREASURER-We are authorized to
announce the name of Edward F. Salm, of Sidney, as a candidate for
Treasurer of Shelby county, subject to the decision of the Democratic
primary election on Tuesday, May 14, 1940... ENGINEER-We are
authorized to announce the name of Oscar Schilling, of Sidney,
Clinton township as a candidate for Engineer of Shelby county, subject
to the decision of the Democratic primary election on Tuesday May
14, 1940....FREE FREE-50 Gallon of Gas to everyone who purchases
a “Guaranteed OK Used Car” from us involving a difference of $150
or more between 5 P. M. April 6 and 5 P.M. April 13.

SIDNEY (23d) By increasing their lead to six full games last night the
Welfare Finance is practically “in” for the title in the major bowling
league with only tonight’s rolling keeping them from the coveted
honor. Major League Standing: Welfare Finance Co., Elk’s Café; C. &
L. E. Bus; Coco Cola; Ehrhardt’s Flowers; Schraft’s Candies. Some of
the rollers are Elk’s Café-Sachs, F. Kritzer, Daniels, Mougey, and L.

Kritzer.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
APRIL - 1915 — 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow
PEMBERTON (2nd) . W. Simmons has installed a gasoline
station near the elevator. This station is intended for the use
of the public and is expected to prove a great help to the
owners of automobiles...Forest Stahler was struck on the
head Tuesday morning by a ball bat. The bat seems to have
been wielded by a play fellow whose temper is rather hard to
control. The injury required the services of a physician...
Now altogether! Come, Come, Come to the M. E. church in
the evening. Come out and make the meetings more
interesting.
SIDNEY - While most products going to Europe now are
food stuffs and war supplies in the past week has seen out of
Sidney products of our local factories that are more of a
necessity in the peace loving home. The shipments were of
aluminum ware by The Wagner Manufacturing Co., and the
other shipment to Greece.
FT. LORAMIE - The Ft. Loramie Automobile Bus Line
made its first trip Saturday morning. The first passenger was
Leonard Rice and wife. The automobile is driven by Wm.
Combs and will make daily trips between Ft. Loramie and
Sidney.
SIDNEY (9%) Councilman Mclntyre is always on the job.
This morning a Big Four freight conductor blocked the West
avenue crossing a great deal more than the law allows and as
a result “Mack” called Policeman Krietzer and the conductor
was taken to the mayor’s office. Mayor Crozier gave, the
conductor a good “bawling out,” advising him not to come
before him again or he would get the limit of the law. The
railroad officials are not careful enough about keeping the
crossings clear, sometimes freight cars being left standing
blocking the sidewalks, causing much inconvenience.
Sidney (23rd) The automobile show at the Mires garage is
now on in full blast. The garage is filled with automobiles,
and many people visited the show Tuesday evening and
Wednesday the first sale of an automobile was made at the
show. Late Tuesday evening the Big Jeffrey Quadrupe drive
truck came in from Dayton carrying a Jeffrey Chesterfield six
cylinder five passenger 38 horse power touring car. The car
was driven up from Dayton by D. R. Elleman, of Dayton,
and he was accompanied by Glen McConnell of the firm of
Jones and McConnell, of Dayton, distributors for the Jeffery
cars. The truck carrying the touring car made an exhibition
drive about the city.
KETTLERSVILLE (30th) There will be a baseball game
here Sunday at the ball park between New Bremen and
Kettlersville. As this is the opening game, let everyone come
and root for the home team. The lineup for Kettlersville will
be Quebe c; Elsass p; Quellhorst 1b; V. Maurer 2b; Boydston
3b; C. Kettler ss; W. Iiams If; W. Iiams cf; R. Harland tf.
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




