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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com
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Welcome New Members:
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Inntrepid Women of helty County

In the coming year, the Shelby County
Historical Society will share a number of
“Journey Stories” about the Intrepid
Women of Shelby County who made a
lasting and certain impression on history.
Journey Stories will be shared through a
series of programs and an exhibit at the
Ross Historical Center in Sidney, Ohio.
The opening of the exhibit is scheduled for
April 28™ at 7 p.m. with the program
“Guided By Courage” by local historian
- | Rich Wallace, visitors can tour the “Intrepid
Women” exhibit. In his program Wallace
will tell how a select group of women with
ties to Shelby County broke down barriers
and left their mark forever on the world.

This event is free and open to the public.

Julia Lamb
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CZ/O&(?E’ Q%U{Z'Qd = Community Prayer

Breakfast

Saturday, May 7"

10:00 — 11:30 a.m.

Christian Academy
Schools

Prayer On The Square

Thursday, May 5"
12:00 Noon — 1:00 p.m.
Shelby County Courthouse

Remember Our Roots - God as Not Forgotten

Please come and join us for a Day of Prayer on May 5 and May 7, 2016.
This year the theme is Remember our Roots: God has not forgotten. So many
times we think that the world we live in has gone crazy but in reality our
community has faced tremendous challenges over the years. Living History
Characters will share how their faith and hope helped them live through the
challenges and strength our community.

The M ’ “Out of the Past”
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Sidney-Shelby County Historical Society
Mannequin Rental, $7.11 VOLUNTEERS
Sidney (24th)-Pill Box Hats were not February Volunteer Info:
popular until the 1960s. 45 Volunteers
The clues were found by: 175 Hours
Carole Leffler

Volunteer gift certificate winners

for February:
Cindy Garrett

j The clue will be found ONLY in Duane Mullen
the “Out of the Past” section. )
Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!

In February, 781 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Flonts Etoctrie

Your Hometown Appliance & Electronic Store
Written by Jane Bailey

In our vastly electronic and digital world
today, many of us don’t even bat an eye at being
able to watch a movie directly through our TV
via applications such as Netflix, or even think
about what song we might listen to next while
walking down the street with an iPod or mp3
player. Our world has gotten immensely bigger
with the flex and ease of being able to access
media directly from the internet, and with each
passing year we lose more and more of an

A little over eighty years ago, a man
named Flint Slusser came from Quincy to work
in Sidney as a painter for his wife’s family, the
Lehman brothers. After a while, however, Flint
grew tired of the seasonal job of painting and
talked with another man who got him interested
in selling appliances. In the early 1930’s, he was
exposed to the business through Sarver’s Music
Store by working
there as a salesman. By 1932, Flint Slusser had

interaction with those around us. =
Gone are the days of the small}
town movie rental stores, where I [§
remember it was always a treat to [
go and pick out a VHS tape with |
my friends on a Friday night. Even it
the larger chain stores have

for being able to rent movies
straight from their website or sent|
to customers via the mail
However, there was once a time
where one of the best places a S
person looked forward to going to

begun his own business located
just east of the court square on
Poplar St. His wife Hazel joined
| |him in operating their little

business while their only child
|Jane remembers selling poppies
out in front of the store at the age
| of eight. In 1938, Flint’s Electric
“ladded another employee and
« | made the move from Court St. to
212 E. North St. where the

| though it is no longer operated by
its original owners.

rent a movie on a Friday night in
Shelby County was none other
than Flint’s Electric.

This past month I had the privilege and
honor to interview Mrs. Jane Kemp and her
husband Don about their lives and the little
electronic and appliance store just a block from
the court square here in Sidney. As our interview
progressed, it became apparent to me that, just
as we sometimes see in a Hollywood movie,
there are such places where making an impact
on your customers and enjoying yourselves is
more important than simply cranking out
numbers. Mildred Jane Kemp was born on
September 24, 1929, to Mr. and Mrs. Flint and
Hazel Slusser at 1017 North Broadway in Sidney,
Ohio, and has spent her entire life surrounded by
the wonders of her family’s store, Flint’s Electric.
This is the journey story of her life and her
family’s legacy.

Flint Slusser 1957

When World War Il
arrived, Flint’s Electric was in the
business of selling not only appliances, but also
RCA Victor 78 RPM shellac records. During the
war, they received a note from the government
wanting to purchase any of the old, unwanted
shellac records for 10 cents apiece to melt down
and use as strategic material. As was the case
during this time period, Flint Slusser was unable
to get many new appliances due to the shortages
in steel because of the war efforts, so he worked
part time at Monarch Machine & Tool Company
while Hazel disassembled wringer washers for
him to repair when he came home from the
factory. In 1940, Jane began her first job at
Flint’s Electric at the age of eleven and fondly
remembers placing the labels on the green
envelopes of the old 78 records. It seemed that
retail was in her genes, and she continued
working at Flint’s after school hours by cleaning



and filing until she finished high school. Even
after the war was over, appliances were still
scarce. As the veterans came home from the |
war wanting new home appliances, Flint's
created a list of their names and what they|
wanted, whether it was a range, refrigerator, [
or washer, and would call them whenever the |
new appliances were finally manufactured.
Flint Slusser was not just a dealer in |
household appliances, however. Directly after
World War II phonographs were a rare
commodity as well, so when he received word
of an airplane bringing a load of Emerald
record players, Flint went straight to the
airport to pick a few up. Every last one was
sold within two days. At another point in time,
Flint’s Electric began selling and delivering LP
gas tanks, especially to their customers that
lived out in the country. Once, Flint even
started selling boats and boat motors after the
downturn in the economy following the Korean
War. He also sold and serviced jukeboxes for
restaurants and bars for a short period of time.
In 1950, one of the employees that
worked at Flint's Electric was looking for a
replacement employee and got stuck in the mud
over in Port Jefferson. Donald Kemp, who was
working for a garage at that point, helped to pull
him out. Don was offered the job at Flint’s and
started working there right away. Jane
overheard him talking to her father in the back
of the store and knew just from the sound of his
voice that he was the one for her. Both Don and
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Ed Bray, Brad Bishop, Bill Everett, and Kathy Wise

doing movie rentals in 1988.

Jane were shy at first, but since the two worked
together every day, Don finally got around to
asking her out on a date. Shortly afterwards,
however, Don went into the army and served
during the Korean War for two years. Upon his
arrival home in 1953, he married Jane Slusser on
August 30, and the two have been inseparable
ever since. They have been married 62
wonderful years, and have spent the majority of
that time working at and carrying on the
business of Flint’s Electric.

Over the years, music and appliances
seemed to remain the major focus of Flint's
Electric. Flint’s was a licensed RCA dealer and
contained an entire room dedicated to

being their record department. Flint
Slusser built a cabinet and a turntable in
the center of the room so that one could
listen to a record before purchasing it.
When Elvis Presley was popular, there
were speakers set up outside of the
building that would play his song “Are You
Lonesome Tonight,” and many of the girls
walking past after school would stop and
|listen, crying along with the lyrics. Jane
- |recalled how students would often stop in
after school and browse the record
~|department, and that one popular
customer was Andy Robertson, who would




come buy an LP record and then hide it in his
bedroom window so his mother wouldn’t
discover that he had purchased yet another LP.

With the growing popularity of
television in the 1950’s and 60’s, Flint's
Electric became a supplier of television sets
and antennas in addition to the appliances and
music they already sold. Jane recalled how
every year they would set up a display in what
is now the Fine Arts building at the Shelby
County Fair with an array of electrical
appliances for sale, and around noon every day
the benches in front of the television sets
would be packed full of ladies watching the
afternoon soap operas. As the electronic era
progressed, Flint's adapted to meet the needs
with the constant flux in the appliance and
technology world. Since Flint's Electric was an
official RCA dealer, they were able to sell the
video discs when they were first on the
market. Customers who didn’t have access to
cable would fill their parking lot on a Friday
night and come from as far away as Quincy and
DeGraff to rent a movie for entertainment on
the weekends. However, RCA eventually
stopped producing video discs due to their
short storage capacity, which led to the
introduction of VHS tapes into the market. _

Flint’s Electric soon became thel|
central meeting place for anyone wanting
entertainment for the weekends. Students
would come over from the high school to
work in the evenings and help with the VHS
tapes. Jane recalled many of their names and
stories while flipping through her photo

album of Flint’s Electric. As she was flipping | I

through this album, it became apparent to
me that the purpose of Flint’s Electric was
not just to merely serve their customers, but
also to interact with them and make them
feel as if they were a part of the Flint's
Electric family.

Don and Jane Kemp continued to
manage Flint’s Electric until 1991 when they
sold it to its current owner. Don Kemp
continued to repair appliances, however, j§
until 1998. They are both officially retired
now and are finding new ways to enjoy their

time together. Jane Kemp is currently
volunteering at Fish, which brought her right
back to where she started since Fish was
originally in the same location on Court St. where
Flint’s Electric first began, even though Fish is
now currently located on Michigan St. She has
also been pursuing her lifelong passion for
quilting. Ever since Jane was younger, she
remembered how beautiful and inspiring the
quilts were that were on display. Unfortunately,
working long hours at Flint's Electric left little
time for her to pursue this hobby until after her
retirement in 1991, when she began work on her
first ever quilt, which is still currently a work in
progress. As the years progressed, she has
managed to complete around 15 bed-sized quilts,
one of which told the story of Flint's Electric in
photographs. This quilt was made by Jane Kemp
for their 50t wedding anniversary in 2003 to
showcase their life of working at Flint’s. This
beautiful and historic quilt was sold at the Kemp's
auction this past winter when they moved to
Dorothy Love. It has since been donated to the
Shelby County Historical Society so that it could
continue to be enjoyed for many years to come.

£

Jane Kemp holding the quilt she made in 2003.



The Shelby County Genealogy Society announces their 2016 calendar.
The Society will hold their monthly meetings at the Ross Historical Center
located at 201 North Main Street, Sidney, OH, on the second Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m. Their meetings are free and open to the public.
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April 12,2016 August 9, 2016
“How to make Genealogy Research more Fun” “Have you Seen Me? Missing Children and
Jane Bailey, Curator of the Shelby County  Proof of Parentage”

Historical Society will help those in
attendance learn how to efficiently use the
state of the art research equipment
recently installed in the Barbara Adams
Research Room. unique ways to flesh out these missing
May 10, 2016 children and to prove who their parents
“What Headstones Reveal” are! Follow along as we look at several
case studies in both the 19" and 20"

Presented by, Amy Bowser Tennant.
Children are placed in orphanages, they
die, they marry young, for whatever the
reason they are missing. Discover some

David D. Adams will help us understand
“What Headstones Reveal.” Adams will
describe how American attitudes about
death have changed through the last
several centuries.  The symbols and
images of death that appear on grave
markers reflect these changing public
attitudes from the 18™ century to present

centuries of finding missing children and
knitting the family together again.

September13, 2016
“How To Make Family Stories Into a Book”

James E. Ryhal used folk stories and
family legends that have been passed from
generation to generation to author his

day. latest book Ezra’s Journal. Ryhal tells
June 14, 2016 the fascinating story of his great-great-
“Beginn,ers DNA” grandfather Ezra Van Buren’s Civil War

Kellie Jo Washer Bergheimer explores journey.

how DNA testing can be used for  OQctober 11,2016

genealogy. Testing can help you find your  “Researching your Civil War Ancestor — From
ethnicity, break down brick walls in your  Beginning to End”

research and determine genetic
relationships. Learn which type of test

Cindy Freed will travel from Allen
County to assist beginner and intermediate

you should take. If you have results, learn
how to make sense of your matches and
get the most out of Ancestry DNA, Family

researchers on how to investigate their
family’s Civil War hero using both
traditional and online resources.

Search DNA, and 23 & Me.

July 12, 2016
“Breaking Through Your Brick Wall”

November 8, 2016
“Day of the Dead”
Raymond Crump will speak on how his

Members of the society will share
methods and techniques that they have
used to get through the rough spots of
genealogy research. If you are at an in
pass in your own research come and brain
storm to find new ways to research your
family’s history.

family celebrated the Day of the Dead in
Mexico. The Day of the Dead is a multi-
day holiday which focuses on gatherings
of family and friends to pray for and
remember those who have died, and help
support their spiritual journey. He will
also share information of his child hood in
Mexico. Meeting will be held at the
Shelby County Historical Society’s Annex
at 115 North St. at 7:00 p.m.



B, Ot of the P

4.-1- -

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1966-APRIL-50 Years ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY 6t%)-Officials of the Everyday Manufacturing
Co., broke ground Tuesday afternoon for the new plant of
the firm to be erected on Campbell street, west of
Interstate 75. Richard Helman, vice president of the
company turned the first shovel of earth and Gerald
Sutton, engineer and George Mitchell, general manger of
the company and Odos Craig, of Hume Construction Co,
the builders stood by to watch. The shovel being used by
Helman had served as the weather vane on the old brewery
building on East Poplar street occupied by Everyday for
more than 20 years. The shovel, which had several bullet
holes in it, had been atop the brewery building for almost
80 years. Inside the shovel handle was a newspaper
carrying the date of 1888.

SDINEY (11%)-Dale Locker, Shelby county state
representative, is scheduled to report on the activities of
the legislature to the Sidney Optimist Club, at its luncheon
meeting Tuesday in Johnson’s Banquet House. Robert Dix
is program chairman and arranged the talk.

SIDNEY (12%)-A surprise bridal shower, given Sunday,
April 3, honored Miss Charlene Crist, bride-elect of
Richard Kirtley. The event was held in the home of Miss
Jane Eshmann, 317 Park street. Hostesses for the event,
with Miss Eshman, were Miss Peg Drees and Miss Roberta
Crist. Pink and white were used for the appointments
when refreshments were served by the hostesses. Miss
Crist and Mr. Kirtley will exchange their nuptial vows in a
10:30AM mass Saturday, April 23, in the Holy Angels
Catholic Church.

SIDNEY (28t%)-Negotiations were at a stand-still today in
the 13 day old strike of 600 production and maintenance
employees of the Monarch Machine Tool Co. Discussions
around a peace table in the office of Howard Solomon,
federal conciliator in Dayton, broke up at 520 p.m.
Wednesday without progress being recorded.  One
concession was offered by the union, according to James
Bennett, president, but it failed. Bennett said today that the
union is considering strengthening of the picket lines
around the big Oak avenue plant.

ANNA (291)-The sophomore class of the Anna High
school vo-ag department is learning the art of plowing with
a 4-bottom mounted plow. Darrell Fogt, John Webb, Dick
Buehler, Harry Egbert, Jerry Pleiman, Chatles Ingalls, Mike
Homan and Mike Pleiman. Instructor of the class is H. C.
Horstman. The 13 acre field being used was provided by
Lowell Boyer, local implement dealer. Besides the actual
plowing, class members have studied and adopted
conservation practices.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1916-APRIL-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (7%)-The home of W. H. Presinger on south
Main avenue has been sold to the Holy Angels church.
During the past few weeks the residence property of Frank
Thedieck and the Mayer property has been purchased by
the church. It is the intention to erect a school and
assembly hall and gymnasium on the property sometime in
the future.

HARDIN (14t)-While gathering the eggs at her home on
the Mason pike, northwest of Hardin a few days ago, Mrs.
W. J. Davidson found a curiosity in the way of a white
Leghorn hen egg. The egg weighs one-half pound, which
is four times the usual weight of a White Leghorn egg. She
tested the egg and there is no yolk in it. The egg is on
display at Pipet’s grocery.

ST. MARYS-One of the largest fish hatcheries ever built
by the state is provided for at Lake St. Marys according to
blue prints received by the Western Ohio Fish and Game
Association, from the State Land Department.
Dimensions of the hatchery are 250 feet by 1,500 feet.
Work is to begin at once.

SIDNEY (21s)-There will be a special Good Friday
service in the M. E. church tomorrow afternoon between
the hours of 3 and 4. There will be a fifteen minutes organ
recital and Mrs. Christian will sing a solo. Dr. Wood will
speak upon the Tragedy of the Cross. Those desiring to
unite with the church are especially invited to be present.

SIDNEY (28%)-The 100+ mile motor cycle run held
Sunday will start at Monroe Motor Cycle Store on North
Ohio avenue. The riders will leave Sidney at 8 o’clock,
arrive in Anna @ 8:30; Minster 9; Ft. Loramie 9:25;
Newport 9:40; Houston 10; Piqua 10:35; Troy 11; Vandalia
11:30; Dayton 12. An hour for dinner will be taken at
Dayton. Leave Dayton at 1 PM., arrive in Vandalia 1:30;
Troy 2:10; Piqua 2:35; Sturgis 2:45; Lockington at 2:50 and
Sidney at 3:15. Distance of 110 miles.

Shorty DeWeese will accompany the riders in his
roadster and will carry a press reporter and the checking
sheet. Each contestant will sign his name at several of the
check in points. The route will be marked with arrow head
markers at all turns. The Dayton checking station will be
Teubner’s Indian agency in north Main street near the
monument. Following are some of the riders who will be
riding Indian motorcycle’s: Burt Campbelll, Burt Whited,
Clark Bowen, Ed Penrod, Orr Watson, Homer Lenor,
Wm. Shroyer, Howard Hamilton, Roy Campbell, Walter
McMaster and Tom Schmidt. Howard Voress will be
riding a Merkel along with Ormond Blake and Forest
Hook will be on a Harley.
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Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
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Steve & Peg Baker
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Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund

Continental Express, Inc.
David & Linda DeVelvis
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William & Karen Feth
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Barbara Blake Geuy
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Matt & Julie Gilardi
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Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller
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Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
Primary Eyecare Associates
Bill & Lisa Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




