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 Recently the Executive Board met with Exhibit Concepts and 
Ferguson Construction to discuss the next steps in the progress of the 
Innovation Center.  Designing this building is a challenge for many of us on 
the board because so many of the characteristics that have made Shelby 
County a great place to do business are intangible.  There is not an artifact that 
we own that can describe the innovative spirit of the men like Ralph Stolle, 
who first came to Sidney to save the Prima Washing Machine Company.  
Even after a fire completely destroyed the company, he decided to stay in 
Sidney because he felt a moral obligation to the men displaced by the closing 
of the company.  Or what object could be used to tell the story of the 
industrious attitude and courage of the men who came to be known as the 
“four horse men,” who moved the Copeland Company from Michigan to 
Sidney, Ohio?  They created such a culture of innovation combined with an 
admirable commitment to their community and industry that their legacy 
enabled Copeland to stay viable in its transitions to a present day world leader 
in its industry.  It takes more than just a good product to stay at the top of an 
industry; it takes a continued desire to improve and a willingness to embrace 
change for the future.  All of these attributes are webbed together in the 
citizens of Shelby County.  The challenge for our design team is to create a 
Center of Innovation and Opportunity that allows those who visit to step back 
in time yet to learn to recognize opportunities in the same way our titans of 
industry did. 
 For the past several weeks, our local SCHS Exhibit Design team has 
been collecting information and artifacts that tell the story of industries and 
the leaders who brought these industries to fruition in Shelby County.  Using 
this information, they will be designing the “Titans of Industry” exhibit that 
will open in the Ross Historical Center on April 27, 2017.  At the same time, 
the Just for Kids Committee has been partnering with Longfellow Elementary 
School, Shelby County Soil and Water Conservation District, and the Shelby 
County Workforce team to create a “Manufacturing Day” for Longfellow 
Elementary.  The day will be a multi-age program that will introduce students 
to all aspects of a manufacturing environment by immersing them in a totally 
hands-on experience. 
 While designing the school program, the “Titans of Industry” exhibit 
done locally for Ross, and the professionally designed exhibit for the new 
Center for Innovation and Opportunity, those hardworking volunteers and 
staff of the Ross Center are thinking out of the box.  The goal is to integrate 
the inspirational characteristics of those early leaders in industry into the story 
of Sidney and all of Shelby County as it became one of the industrial leaders 
in the state of Ohio.  If you think you have something to add to our knowledge 
or to our collection to help tell our unique Shelby County story of industry and 
our industrious citizens, please contact the SCHS office at 937-498-1653 or 
email shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com. 

Innovation Center 
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VOLUNTEERS 

February Volunteer Info: 
  22 Volunteers 

 178 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

February: 
Steve Knouff 

Pat Mullen 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In February,  
1446 people participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   

hidden clues: 

Pemberton 24th - Wilson Health 
Sidney 9th - Cerise is a shade of red. 

Who found the clues: 

 

Judy Harp 

Paul Workman 

Janice Workman 

Judy Fogt 
 
 
 

                          The clue will be found ONLY in    
                         the “Out of the Past” section. 

Fort Loramie Historical Association  

Artifact Show 
 

When: 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Location:  

F.L.H.A. Museum 

37 N. Main St. 

Fort Loramie, OH 
 

Featuring a wide variety of artifacts from the surrounding area including 

arrowheads, pottery, stone tools and more. 

Greg Shipley will be displaying some of the historic artifacts that were 

recovered from recent digs on the Fleckenstein property. 
 

For more information, please contact: 

 F.L.H.A. Museum (937) 295-3855 (or on Facebook) 

Ken Sowards (937) 295-3764 

Ken Gigandet (937) 295-3607 
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 For every soldier to fight within any given 
war there is always a complex background story. Pvt. 
William J. Peel is no exception to this matter. Peel 
was a colored man living in Ohio during the Civil 
War who enlisted with the 55th Massachusetts       
Colored Volunteer Infantry and was killed in action 
during his service to his country. Below is William 
Peel’s story gathered from his pension file, and the 
events that  occurred within his family after his death. 
The 129th General Assembly of the House of       
Representatives for the State of Ohio adopted House 
Resolution 297 during their 2011-2012 session, which 
acknowledged 511 men of color that served during 
the Civil War in the 54th and 55th Massachusetts  
Colored Volunteer Infantry, with William J. Peel’s 
name included under Shelby County. Because of his 
circumstances during the war, Pvt. Peel’s name is up 
for consideration to be added to the Monumental     
Building tablets on Memorial Day this year. 
 

The Life of William J. Peel 
 

 William Joseph Peel was born, according to 
his daughter’s 1880 census record, in North Carolina 
around the year 1840, but somehow made his way to 
Wilmington, Ohio. However, due to poor record 
keeping for men of color during that time, no birth 
certificate has been found for him as of yet. On March 
17, 1859, William Peel was joined in marriage to his 
first cousin, Emily Elizabeth Lucas, who was from 
nearby Hillsboro, Ohio. Their marriage license was 
subsequently issued by the Probate Court of Clinton 
County in Wilmington, Ohio. A little over a year after 
their marriage, Emily Peel gave birth to a baby girl on 
March 25, 1860, with the help of Dr. John C. 
McKenzie, who claims to be a regularly practicing 
physician in his 1866 testimony and who is listed as 
being from Clinton County in 1869 according to the 
History of Clinton County. The couple must have then 
moved at one point to Shelby County, most likely in 
close proximity to Piqua, where William Peel worked 
on a farm, quite possibly as a farmhand, according to 
his Massachusetts enlistment record. 
 Tragedy struck William Peel’s small family 
only a few years after the birth of his daughter.      
According to a testimony made by her mother, Polly 
Roberts, Emily Peel died on February 18, 1863 in 
Shelby  County,  and  is quite possibly  buried here  as  

well. Although to this day no gravesite has been 
found for her, her mother recounts in her testimony 
that she has indeed visited her grave, wherever it may 
lie. Three short months later, William Peel left his 3 
year old daughter behind to journey to Camp Meigs in 
Readville, Massachusetts to enlist on May 25, 1863, 
in the Civil War. There are multiple reasons why a 
young man of only 23 years might choose to fight for 
his country, whether it was because of a sense of duty 
to his country, the need to fight against injustices to 
his brethren, or even as a way to handle his grief over 
the loss of his beloved wife. Regardless of his        
reasoning, Peel found himself a place as a private in 
Company D of the Massachusetts 55th Colored      
Volunteer Infantry, which was officially mustered to 
fight on May 31, 1863. 
 William Peel fought alongside his        
comrades in the 55th Massachusetts through several 
battles until one fatal event in 1864. On November 30, 
1864 at the Battle of Honey Hill in South Carolina, 
Pvt. W. J. Peel was killed in action while he was on 
guard duty watching the knapsacks and other         
accouterments for his company. According to an   
eyewitness account by William Hargrave from     
Wilmington, a neighbor of Peel’s prior to his 
enlistment, the enemy sneaked around their rear while 
they were on guard duty, killing Peel and several   
others before capturing and carrying away their   
knapsacks. Hargrave also recounts that they buried 
William Peel on the battlefield near others from the 
55th that lost their lives on that fateful day. O. S. 
Hightower, also from Wilmington, was a close friend 
to Peel both before and during their enlistment and 
had a very similar account. Despite several 
eyewitnesses reporting his death, one report issued by 
the Adjutant General’s Office in Washington, D.C. 
from March & April of 1865 states “Missing in action 
at Honey Hill, S.C. Nov. 30th, 1864. Supposed to have 
been killed.” That same report, however, also states 
that the Muster Roll of Co. D “dated Aug. 29, 1865 
reports him ‘Killed in action at Honey Hill, S.C. Nov. 
30, 1864.’” 
 To make the events surrounding William 
Peel’s death even more complicated, an article was 
released on Dec. 16, 1864, in The Liberator, an      
abolitionist newspaper based out of Boston that had a 
list of  both the 54th  and  55th  Massachusetts  Colored  

Written by Jane Bailey 
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Troops who were killed and wounded in the Battle of 
Honey Hill. Pvt. W. J. Peel’s name can be seen within 
this article under Co. D of the 55th Massachusetts   
under the category of “wounded” with a pretty       
specific  description  of  a  wound  to  his  wrist.  It  is 
uncertain how this information may have gotten in the 
hands of The Liberator, but one thing is for certain. 
Private William J. Peel did indeed meet his untimely 
end in the Battle of Honey Hill near Grahamsville, 
S.C., which was to become his final resting place. 
 

The 55
th

 Massachusetts and the 

Battle of Honey Hill 
 

 History has forever memorialized the         
incredible story behind the 54th Massachusetts       
Colored Volunteer Infantry, whose valorous acts and 
fight for equal pay were made known to many 
through the movie Glory. What some may not    
realize, however, is that the 55th Massachusetts     
Colored Volunteer Infantry was the sister regiment to 
the 54th and trained alongside of them at Camp Meigs. 
The 55th was made up of free men of color from New 
York, Pennsylvania, and especially Ohio. According 
to John Mercer Langston, one of the men in charge of 
recruitment across the northern states, “from Ohio 
alone, a total of 222 men enlisted in the 55th... a   
number almost twice as large as Pennsylvania and far 
greater than any other northern state.” 
 Through the months following their        
enlistment, the men of the 54th and 55th struggled with 
the War Department for the right to have pay equal to 
that of the white soldiers that they fought alongside in 
battle. Despite being promised $13 a month, they 
were only given $10, with the extra $3 being taken 
out as payment for their uniforms. The men of the 54th 
and 55th regiments refused to receive any payments 
and fought without pay for over 8 months until the 

issue was corrected by 
the War Department, 
and they were paid 
what was owed them 
in full. The men of the 
55th fought valiantly in 
several skirmishes, 
with one of their most 
famous battles being 
the Battle of Honey 
Hill in South Carolina. 
 On November 
30, 1864, Col. Alfred 
S. Hartwell led the 
men of the 55th 
Massachusetts to the 
right of the leading 

the Battle of Honey Hill to storm the rebels 
entrenched there as part of Sherman’s March to the 
Sea.   Before the charge, Hartwell was wounded in his 
hand, and then during the charge his horse was killed 
by a canister discharge while struggling in the marsh     
surrounding the rebel earthworks. He was then 
wounded several more times as he was extracted from 
underneath his horse and carried to the rear of the 
fight. The men from the 55th continued to make 
counter charges throughout the day, but the enemy’s 
infantry and artillery mowed them down and they 
were unable to get near enemy lines. Gen. Foster 
found the enemy’s position “too strong to be easily 
taken” and withdrew to a strong position on the 
Savannah road to conduct further operations. An 
article from the Savannah Republican on Dec. 3, 
1864, describes the battle in great detail from the 
Confederate perspective and boasts of their win that 
day, but describes the  union soldiers with respect for 
their noble actions throughout the events of the battle. 

 

A Matter of Pension Fraud 
 

 After the events of the war, the poor orphaned 
daughter of William and Emily Peel had appointed as 
her guardian through the court system, the attorney 
Nathan F. Wilbur of Piqua, Ohio.  Eleanor, or Ellen as 
she liked to be called, lived in Piqua for the majority 
of her childhood. On Aug. 14, 1866, N. F. Wilbur 
filed a pension application for his ward to receive the 
funds granted to her father for his service during the 
Civil War. Ellen was to receive payment from the 
date of her father’s death, Nov. 30, 1864, to the day 
before her sixteenth birthday, March 24, 1876, for a 
grand total of $1,318.67. 
 Ellen Peel eventually moved to Sidney in 
Shelby County where she worked as a housekeeper 
and met her first husband, Paul Cumberland. The two 
were united in marriage on August 21, 1879; 
however, they were only together a year or two before        
Cumberland deserted her and moved to Indianapolis.  
It is believed neither obtained a divorce. 
 Ellen remained living in Shelby County and in 
1882   or   1883   became   acquainted   with   William  

Plan of the Battle of Honey Hill 
Nov. 30, 1864 

Marriage license between Eleanor Peel and Paul Cumberland 
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 The year 2017 marks the 80th anniversary of the historic Anna 
Earthquake recorded on March 9, 1937.  The 5.4 Magnitude earthquake, 
which remains the largest event recorded in Ohio history, struck the village 
just days after an initial foreshock on March 2 (4.9 Magnitude).  The quake 
was felt in Michigan, Kentucky, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, and Canada.  
 Geologists have established that ground motion intensity directly 
correlates to the sediment types through which the seismic waves travel.  
Therefore, in order to understand the characteristics of ground motion 
experienced during the Anna Earthquake, the sediments in this area need to 
be categorized based on seismic shear wave velocity (Vs), resonant 
frequency, and thickness.   

Program on the 1937 Anna Earthquake, 

Seismic Monitoring at OhioSeis  
 

Who: Daniel Blake, Geologist at the ODNR Division of Geological Survey  
When: April 11, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Milliette Auditorium, Anna Middle/High School, 1 McRill Way, 
Anna 

McFarland. William McFarland was a traveling 
Wesleyan preacher who would conduct his services at 
various cross-roads and meeting houses wherever he 
felt called to be. On July 2, 1883, Ellen and William 
were united in marriage in Cincinnati, then moved to 
McFarland’s hometown of Hillsboro, Ohio where he 
was “raised and belonged.” Next, they moved to 
Piqua, where Ellen had been raised, then to 
Columbus, and back again to Piqua. It was at this time 
that her husband convinced his wife to file a second 
pension application, even though doing so would be 
committing an act of fraud against the government. 
 Therefore, while they were still living in    
Piqua, on Feb. 7, 1891, Eleanor Peel, under her     
married name Ellen McFarland, claimed pension 
through her attorney Amos Huffman as the sole     
surviving legitimate child of Joseph William Peel (we 
are unsure as to how the name was flipped, but      
believe it was a clerical error) and stated within her 
application that “no prior application had been filed.” 
She even went as far as to obtain testimonies from her 
mother’s relatives in Wilmington assuring that she 
was who she said she was, and testimonies from men 
who served with her father in the 55th Massachusetts 
Colored Volunteer Infantry who witnessed his death. 
After filing the pension, she and her husband moved 
back to Hillsboro and then again to Wilmington. All  

of the evidence she was able to compile convinced the 
Pension Office enough to grant her a certificate issued 
on Feb. 1, 1893, for $1,296.40 after a $25 fee for Mr. 
Huffman was removed. She received her voucher on 
March 4, 1893, cashed the check on March 30, 1893, 
and on April 25, 1893, moved to Columbus with 
McFarland. 
 Shortly after their move to Columbus, Ellen 
McFarland, who had been having issues for several 
months with sciatic rheumatism, passed away on May 
12, 1893, and was buried in Green Lawn Cemetery. It 
was not until several years after her death that a     
special examination by the Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Pensions would bring to light that there had 
indeed been two pensions filed. During the special 
examination, Ellen’s aunt, Nancy Jane Tate, was 
asked to give a deposition against William 
McFarland. Within her deposition, Tate clearly 
spelled out the events that had occurred, and that to 
her knowledge McFarland was the driving force 
behind the pension fraud committed by Ellen, and that 
“he kept after her to do it” and even went so far as to 
say her niece was “not a very bright woman, and was  
easily influenced.” The pension file concerning the 
matter of Pvt. William J. Peel’s pension then ends 
with a letter stating that the check improperly granted 
to Ellen McFarland must be reimbursed to the       
government. 
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One Man’s Quest to Preserve an Almost-forgotten Time and Place 
As appeared in Ohio Cooperative Living, March 2017 

By Kevin Williams 

 Tucked away in a bend of the Great 
Miami River just north of Piqua sit the remains 
of a town steeped in history. 
 Not much is left of Rossville today; only 
a clutch of mostly empty houses and the 
historic Rossville cemetery pay homage to the 
past.  Trucks rumble past on nearby I-75, and 
the din of fast-food joints and shops in Piqua is 
just beyond the trees.  The only real evidence 
that this place is hallowed ground is a road sign 
that points the way to “Rossville-settled by the 
Randolph Slaves,” and even that’s wrong. 
 “They were freedmen when they arrived 
here,” Larry Hamilton, who taught history at 
nearby Piqua High School for 30 years.  
Hamilton is working to create a permanent 
memorial and cultural center that he hopes will 
make the Upper Miami Valley a center of 
diversity discussion. 
 What makes it so culturally important?  
To understand the pull of history and diversity 
here, one has to go to a very different time and 
place. 
 It was before the Civil War.  A wealthy 
Virginian planter and politician named John 
Randolph died, and because owning slaves had 
apparently nagged at his conscience, his will 
included what was an unusual bequest: “I give 
my slaves their freedom to which my 
conscience tells me they are justly entitled,” he 
wrote. 
 “Randolph always understood the 
distinction made between the idealism of the 
founding fathers and the reality of the 
enslavement of African people,” Hamilton says.  
“He had an awareness that these were people 
who had the ability, if given the opportunity, to 
excel to the level of the founders.  He was a bit 
of a hypocrite, but at least he was motivated in 
a final analysis to do something positive and 
constructive, which was to free his slaves.”
 The freedmen were eventually given safe 
passage to Ohio, where they were to settle on 
land  in  rural  Mercer  County  that   had   been  

acquired by one of Randolph’s 
trustees.  But their arrival was 
met by an angry mob on the 
banks of the Miami-Erie Canal, 
and they never stepped foot in Mercer County.  
Instead, they turned around and landed at what 
became Rossville.  Many scattered from there, 
but others stayed and formed a vibrant 
partnership with Piqua - at its peak, there were 
around 100 homes, as well as blacked-owned 
businesses, black schools, and black churches. 
 “It was a community that had significant 
economic impact in the sense of small 
businesses; barbers, gas stations, repair shops,” 
says Jim Oda, a historian and director of the 
Piqua Public Library. 
 Buffeted by assimilation, economics, and 
changing demographics, few communities of 
pre-Civil War freed blacks have endured in 
Ohio.  But Rossville’s demise had another, more 
ironic culprit: the river.  The Great Miami, the 
river that had brought the settlers, would also 
take them.  In 1913, the bend in the Miami that 
cradled Rossville became a torrent that covered 
the area in 15 feet of water.  Dozens lost their 
lives, and businesses were washed away along 
with most of Rossville’s history. 
 “One of the issues with preserving black 
history is that there just isn’t a lot that has been 
saved; it wasn’t viewed as important at the 
time, and that makes it very difficult today,” 
says Tilda Phlipot, executive director of the 
Shelby County Historical Society. 
 Hamilton hopes his plans for a memorial 
complex in Rossville would shine a light upon 
and memorialize all of the once-prosperous 
rural black communities that had existed in 
western Ohio.  He has already formed a 
foundation and begun acquiring land for what 
he has christened the Randolph-McCulloch 
complex - co-named for William McCulloch, 
the congressman from Piqua who played a 
significant role in passing the Civil Rights Act 
of 1965. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
April-1942-75 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (6th-HBA)-EASTER DAWN WAS USHERED 
IN IN Sidney with sweet chimes ringing out over the city, 
broadcast from the First Methodist church.  Mrs. G. U. 
Rhees presided at the console and played a program of 
beautiful hymns proclaiming the joyous message of Easter 
on the memorial chimes of the church organ.  The music 
continued for a period of 45 minutes before the sunrise 
service, the hymns played at three minute intervals.  A 
program of hymns was also heard before and after each of 
the other later services at the church.  The chimes were 
first heard on Saturday evening at 9 o’clock when a trio of 
numbers was broadcast over the city.  Mrs. Rhees playing 
“Sweet Hour of Prayer;” “The Church is my Foundation,” 
and “Now the Day is Over.” It has become an annual 
custom of East Sunday for the chimes from the Methodist 
organ to ring out before the sunrise services.  The chimes 
on which they are played are the memorial chimes in 
memory of the late Mrs. Winifred Haslup Gearhart.  The 
Boys’ club under the direction of Director Victor Taylor, 
and the Sidney Telephone company, under the Manager 
Kerlin, were responsible for the installation of the 
amplifying system in the sanctuary and tower of the church 
making the broadcast possible. 
 

SIDNEY (11th) Mr. & Mrs. Harold A. Toy and family have 
moved to the home they recently purchased at 767 
Crescent drive, formerly the William Hetzel property.  Mr. 
& Mrs. Heitzel purchased the former Toy home, 825 
Crescent drive, and Mr. & Mrs. Cleon Henizer and son 
have moved there…The Jolly M club met at the home of 
Mrs. Elmer Faber Thursday evening with two tables of 
euchre in play.  The hostess won high; Mrs. George Fries, 
second; Mrs. Gerald Iiams, travel and Mrs. Willis Baker was 
consoled.  Dainty refreshments were served and Mrs. Iiams 
invited the club for the next meeting. 
 

SIDNEY (15th) Among the many Sidney People in 
Cincinnati Tuesday to attend the opening baseball game 
played at Crosley field between the Cincinnati Reds and the 
Pittsburg Pirates were: Mr.&Mrs. Carl Berger, son 
Frederick Berger; Mr. & Mrs. William Rhees; Mrs. G. U. 
Rhees; Miss Ruth Fitzgerald and her friend Reenie O’Leary; 
Mr. & Mrs. George Ehrhardt; Harry K. Forsyth; Robert 
Bertsch; W. R. Anderson; O. R. Kerr; Richard Bertsch; 
Harrison Piper; Dr. J. F. Conner; E. B. Matthews; Oliver 
Eisenhut, William & Frank Hetzel, Ray Clinehens, George 
Tilton, Vincent & Joseph Cianciolo, George Gagoudy, L.R. 
Wagner, Truman Pitts, Walter Ross, Lee Stockwell, William 
Kingseed, Dr. S. B. Richeson, Benj. McCullough, John 
Schlagetter, C.D.W. Anderson, C. D. Beck, Roy Fry and F. 
O. Flowers. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
THE SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago-APRIL-1917 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (13th) The new fire truck recently purchased for 
the fire department arrived Friday and was given several 
test runs during the afternoon and evening.  Mr. Miller, of 
the American La France company is here getting the truck 
in proper running order and checking the GPS.  Several 
demonstrations were made Friday afternoon and evening.    
It is a battleship gray color and smaller and lighter than the 
old truck and will be used mostly in running to small fires. 
 

JACKSON CTR-has organized a Commercial Club, and 
the first thing was to institute a cleanup week.  A whole 
week’s program was mapped out.  Beginning Saturday in 
the Seventh Day Baptist church there was preaching about 
the needs of cleanliness.  Sunday the necessity of a cleaner 
town was discussed from the pulpit.  Monday, sidewalks 
and gutters were cleaned.  Tuesday front yards, trees and 
shrubbery will be given a one-two-three over.  Wednesday, 
backyards will have special attention.  Thursday, alleys will 
get what they need and Friday will close the week with 
Arbor Day exercises by the schools.  This is a splendid 
program, and could well be adopted and carried out by all 
cities, towns and villages. 
 

SIDNEY (20th) The first government orders received in 
Sidney regarding the war came in instructions from the 
post office department to refuse all mail from Germany, 
Austria, Hungary, Luxomburge, Bulgaria or Turkey.  It is 
necessary for mail to pass through Germany to the latter 
points.  There are a number of people in Sidney and 
vicinity having relatives and friends in Germany.  All 
communications with them will now be cut off. 
 

WORLD (27th) WASHINGTON, April 26-The American 
schooner Perry Birdsail, was sunk by a submarine gun fire 
according to a state department announcement today.  The 
crew was rescued by a patrol boat.   LONDON, April 26-
Germany, is striking at the heart of England, her 
submarines having sunk fifty five ships during the week 
ending April 25., according to official announcement, 
making the most successful week since the under-water 
warfare started. 
 

SIDNEY During the past few days several persons have 
called at the office of Postmaster Lee asking that they be 
enlisted in the navy.  The Postmaster is authorized by the 
Government to take enlistments and direct the persons 
desiring to enlist to the nearest navy recruiting station.  
One of the men, Guy Butts, was sent to Lima, and the 
other Clarence Layman was sent to Dayton.  Anyone 
desiring to enlist in the navy can secure all information 
necessary by calling on Postmaster Lee at the post office. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 

you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 

Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 
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