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Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”
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Welcome New Members

Earl and Carol Carruthers, Maplewood, OH
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Tragedy and Turmoil

1000-1925

Each year we are requested to get our flu shot to stop the spread of
influenza, a disease that kills thousands in Americans each year. We are
fortunate since at the time of the Spanish Influenza pandemic of 1918 people
had no way to fight off the flu. It was not only devastating to Shelby County
but to the entire world. On April 17, 2018, at 7 p.m. at the Ross Historical
Center, the Shelby County Historical Society welcomes you to the opening of
the new exhibit "Tragedy and Turmoil: 1900-1925." Join us to explore the
effects of not only the flu but also the political and social upheavals that
marked the beginning of the 20th century. A fascinating program The
Spanish Influenza Epidemic Strikes Will be presented in partnership with the
Shelby County Health Department.

The Spanish Influenza Epidemic was just one of the major challenges
faced by Shelby Countians in the first quarter of 1900. People from all walks
of life during this era pushed the country to make changes so Americans
could enjoy a better life. Some, however, believed that these changes would
not only destroy our country, but also the family unit.

Chief among these was the effort among women for the right to vote,
to own property in their own names, and to more fully control their own
destinies. The Suffragette Movement that swept the nation created not only
discussion but dissension even within families. For years women had been
considered the lesser sex, but now they were out to prove they were capable
and intelligent enough to be given the responsibility to vote. Our exhibit will
explore the clash of the traditional woman and the more forward thinking and
independent woman as she emerged during the early 20th century.

Another threat to the family unit and to communities at large was the
growing rate of alcoholism. This issue was igniting arguments between
communities and even between Shelby and Miami Counties. Men from Dry
communities in Miami County would travel to a Wet community like Sidney
and consume alcoholic beverages that left them in a condition not appropriate
for a Christian in good standing. This battle caused friction between the
Wets and Drys. The thought at the time was if we could prohibit people from
being able to drink, the problem would go away.

Because of the cataclysm of the “Great War,” people questioned the
allegiance of others with strong German roots to the USA. If a family housed
books written in German, could they really be loyal to the United States?
How could a person continue to support the German traditions now that we
were at war with Germany? Our exhibit examines Shelby County citizens’
reactions to those questions. After the program, we hope you take a the time
to tour our newest exhibit.




Fun Fact:

When did the Easter bunny originate?

According to some sources, the Easter bunny
first arrived in America in the 1700s with German
immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania and
transported their tradition of an egg-laying hare
called “Osterhase” or “Oschter Haws.” Their
children made nests in which this creature could

lay its colored eggs.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:
Sidney-Ms. Patsy Cline
Shelby County-The numbers don’t add up

Who found the clues:
Vera Piper and Mary Jannides

The clue will be found ONLY in
the “Out of the Past” section.
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VOLUNTEERS
February Volunteer Info:
35 Volunteers
245 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
February:
Duane Mullen
Anne Morrow

Congratulations! Thank you to all our

volunteers! We depend on you! In February,
914 people participated in SCHS programs.
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On a small island off the Gulf Coast of
Florida lies an abandoned plantation that has a story
rich in adventure and history, where a man led an
atypical life during the end of the 19" century. The
owner of this island was none other than John Foley
Horr, a man with Ohio roots who led his life to the
fullest.

John Foley Horr was born on February 15,
1843, to Obediah and Catherine W. (Foley) Horr. He
grew up in Mechanicsburg, Ohio with his parents
and siblings until his education led him to attend
Greenway College in Springfield. Horr remained
there until the Civil War broke out, which resulted in
his enlistment in 1861 in Company A of the 2" Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. War was not easy for John Horr;
he saw many battles as he rose through the ranks of
the O.V.l. He participated in the first battle of Bull
Run, then re-enlisted and was elected as 2"
Lieutenant at Camp Dennison. He accompanied his
regiment in the raid on eastern Kentucky under
General William McDowell and later served under
Generals Buell and Rosecrans. Horr fought in
several other major battles, such as Perryville,
Chickamauga, and Missionary Ridge. A promotion
of 1% Lieutenant was given to him after the battle of
Perryville and Captain after Chickamauga. He was
discharged on October 22, 1863. [In 1885, John Horr
was commissioned assistant adjutant general in the
Grand Army of the Republic and given the rank of
colonel. Then, in 1905 he was appointed colonel and
aide-de-camp of the GAR on the staff of Corporal
James Tanner, Commander in Chief.]

After the Civil War ended, John Horr
decided to move to Nashville, Tennessee and start a
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broker’s office. By 1865, [®2 " ./ Azr—7=
however, he returned to|/

Springfield and on
February 18, 1865, he
married Lucinda Frazer, a
Sidney native. The two
promptly moved to

Kansas City, Missouri
where John Horr engaged
in the coal business,

buying coal mines in Lexington, Missouri and
building the steamer J. F. Frazer to carry coal for
him all along the Missouri River. In the fall of 1870,
Horr sold his coal mining business and traveled with
his family on his steamer down the Ouachita River
taking loads of cotton to New Orleans. He continued
to trade and work his way down the Ouachita and
Red Rivers until he eventually reached Florida in
1875. When John Horr and his family finally
reached the end of their southward journey to
Florida, they settled on what later was known as
Horr’s Island near Caxambas, FL and got involved
in the orange industry. He moved to Key West a
year later, but kept a vacation home that he built in
1877 on Horr Island. In 1883, he was appointed as a
clerk in the customs service in Key West, where he
remained until 1887 when he accepted a position as
bookkeeper for the John White Bank. At this point
in time, 1883, he also purchased a Florida Land
Grant for 112 30/100 acres, then another in 1885 for
21 70/100 acres.

In 1889, John Horr was appointed by
President Harrison as collector of customs for the
district/port of Key West, a position he would
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maintain until 1893. The
receipts of duties reached one of
|its highest marks under his
zl administration in 1892, totaling
upwards of $1,000,000. In
“11894, however, Horr and
several others were arrested and
charged with violating the
——-_| iImmigration laws because of the




John Horr’s house as it stands today

arrival of several Spanish cigar manufacturers. They
were later acquitted due to lack of sufficient
evidence and discharged due to the District Attorney
neglecting his duties. In the meantime, John Horr
returned to his island and engaged in business there,
establishing a successful 50-acre pineapple
plantation, citrus grove, packing plant, and cannery.
He would visit this facility periodically with his
family, but would hire workers to help maintain his
operation while he was away. Often, he and his wife
would spend their summers in Ohio traveling
between Sidney, Springfield, and Cincinnati while
the remainder of the year was spent in Florida. Both
of his children, Mrs. Harriet Hubble and Frazer C.
Horr, settled in Sidney. Often, his wife’s family
would spend the winter in Florida. Unfortunately,
during one such occasion in 1894, Mrs. C. C. Frazer
passed away while spending the winter with her
daughter and son in law.

In the midst of the Spanish American War,
President McKinley nominated Captain John Horr to
take over the position of US Marshal for the
southern district of Florida in 1898. He served for
four consecutive terms as marshal until 1913, when
both Horr and the other US Marshal in Florida were
pressured to resign due to growing political tension
between the Republicans and Democrats. Horr
declined to resign immediately, and instead carried
out the position until his successor was appointed by
the new administration. After his resignation, John
Horr spent the remainder of his life summering in
Ohio and returning to Florida in the winter. On
November 25, 1924, Lucinda Frazer Horr, John’s

loving wife, succumbed to an illness she had been
fighting for several weeks at their home on South St.
in Sidney. Two short years later, John Foley Horr
took his last breath while staying with his daughter
at the Aragon Hotel in Jacksonville, FL on February
14, 1926. According to his obituary, “much of the
later years of his life had been spent as a resident of
that state [Florida] coming to Sidney during the
summer months only to spend a short time at his
home in this city.” Both he and his wife are buried in
Graceland Cemetery.

Horr Island, John F. Horr’s legacy, was sold
in 1923, a year before his wife’s death. Today, the
remains of the house, once an excellent example of
the pioneer “tabby mortar” style, are listed on the
National Historic Registry. The island itself,
however, was renamed Key Marco, and is the large
island just south of Marco Island. Without the
assistance of Mr. Bob Sargeant, we would have
never discovered this fascinating fragment of
Sidney’s history.

Written by Jane Bailey

Plantation House (Circa 1877)
Vacation home and plantation house built by
Captain John F. Horr (1843-[1926]) who, together
with his family lived on the island from 1877 to
1920. During that time the island was a thriving
community Wwith a

pineapple plantation, [
packing plant, and|
nearby school.

A prominent
citizen, Captain Horr
was a Civil War
Veteran a Collector | ..
of Customs for the &
Port of Key West and
a U.S. Marshal. He
was also thel
Republican nominee
for Secretary of State
of Florida in 1900.
Captain Horr retired
to Ohio in 1920 and |
sold the island in
1923.
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Palm Sunday Tornado

On April 11, 1965, disaster struck the
Midwest in the form of heavy rain and fierce winds.
From lowa to Illinois to Wisconsin to Indiana to
Michigan to Ohio, 47 twisters touched down, leaving
271 people dead, nearly 1,500 injured, and a path of
destruction several states wide in their wake.
According to the National Weather Service, it was the
fourth deadliest tornado outbreak in U.S. history. One
such tornado visited Shelby County, traveling almost
the entire width of the county before it lifted. It all
began at about 10:00 PM that Palm Sunday when the
twister touched down just west of Fort Loramie near
the Darke-Shelby County line. It skirted around the
southeast edge of the village before crossing Fort
Loramie Swanders Rd. and following the invisible
Greenville Treaty Line almost 20 miles northeast.
Then it crossed Meranda Rd. near Anna and
eventually lifted up near the Logan-Shelby County
line, leaving a swath of damage nearly a half mile
wide in its wake. The storm was also accompanied by
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North Side of Pfaadt house on Hmo Road. -

strong winds and hail, with e
a downpour of rain that jss s
added up to 1.5 inches, SR

causing many fields to flood &
and banks to overflow. o
The aftermath of this twister jg=
was the “worst ever seen” |
according to two veteran =
Sidney  police  officers. |
Three people were killed in
this event, an elderly
woman on a farm near Ft.

Summer kitchen of the Pfaadt house.

It was also reported that at least 30 automobiles were
destroyed or damaged beyond repair, with many
more blown off the roads and overturned.

Clean up efforts began immediately and were
spearheaded by the county engineering department,
civil defense department, public utility crews, and
local law enforcement. Sheriff’s deputies from
Auglaize, Champaign, Miami, and Shelby County
along with police officers from Anna, Botkins, Fort

= Loramie, Jackson Center, and
o Sidney drove around to all of the

== | make sure everyone was ok. The
awe Shelby County Civil Defense
| disaster truck used its equipment
to clear broken trees and limbs
along with downed power lines
|from the roads and highways.
Neighbors helped one another out
~ |by caring for livestock that was
—|displaced and salvaging what they

Loramie, and a brother and
sister in a trailer home near Anna. At least 50 more
people were injured. Destruction spread across the
county, and the total losses were estimated to have
equaled nearly $1,750,000 (that’s over $13,000,000
worth of damage in today’s economy). Many
buildings were leveled or extensively damaged, trees
were twisted and ripped out of the ground, and many
telephone and electric utility poles were knocked
down. Just north of Swanders, a B & O freight train
derailed, for which the damage to the equipment
alone totaled nearly $165,000. By Wednesday, it was
recorded that 24 homes, 38 barns, and 88 other
buildings were destroyed along with 100 head of
cattle and 125 head of hogs. Tombstones in a
cemetery off County Road 25-A in Anna were
leveled, evidence of which remains today, and a
patch of woods near I-75 was twisted and flattened.

could from damaged homes and
barns. Fourteen DP&L crews worked tirelessly the
morning after alongside crews from Pioneer to restore
electricity to the rural areas with downed utility poles.
Thankfully, the disaster plan that had been put in
place at Wilson Memorial Hospital the year before
worked smoothly despite the loss of telephone
communication, with other hospitals in the area
offering their assistance as well.

As time moved on, the areas affected by this
tornado were cleared and eventually all of the
damages were repaired in some way, shape, or form.
The only evidence that remains today is within the
memories and photographs of those that witnessed
“the night of the wicked winds.” If you or someone
you know was witness to this event and would like to
share your story, please feel free to contact us at the
Shelby County Historical Society.
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Meet the Author
Dennis J. Tarner

What DidYouDo VR RERIIT
In The War, Slster'?
2:00 p.n.

Fort Loramie
High School
600 E. Park St
Fort Loramie. OH

How Cathohc Nuns In Belgmrn Deﬁed And
Decelved The Naz1s In World War Two

Hosted by:

| The Fort Loramie
- Dennls 5 o Turner ¥ Historical

Association

The book is a fictional memoir based on actual events. Inspiration for the
story came from hundreds of letters and other accounts written by Sisters of
Notre Dame de Namur living in German-occupied Belgium and Italy during
World War Il. The author studied translated copies of the original documents,
now preserved in a Cincinnati archive.

Dennis Turner created a composite character and order of nuns to give
voice to the letter writers. Sister Christina, an Ohio farm girl, joined the Sisters
of Our Lady to teach English and agricultural skills to schoolgirls. Assigned to
Belgium in 1939, she lived there for the duration of World War I1. Soon the nuns
were risking their lives by joining forces with the Belgian Resistance to hide
refugees, Jews, and downed American pilots. Turner’s story covers military and
civilian life during Nazi occupation, the Battle of the Bulge, and Belgium’s
liberation by the Allied forces. This evocative account runs through August
1945,

In essence, this is a book about good people doing brave things at a very
dangerous time in our history. It is about the Sisters of Our Lady sometimes
risking their lives to aid the victims of the war, including working with
Belgium’s Resistance groups to hide refugees and Jews from the Nazis. Part of
the sisters’ motivation for their valor may have been their belief in a Supreme
Being, but in large part their motivation was driven by their empathy and love
._|for people and their fellow sisters.




THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
April-1943-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

MAPLEWOOD (2NDP)-This community wishes to express
their thanks and appreciation to the neighboring towns,
Sidney, Jackson Center and Degraff and the people from
the country who so willingly volunteered to help save our
village from the disastrous fire which swept the following
buildings Wednesday evening: the Duff Elevator office and
coal bins; the William Abbott residence occupied by
Vernon Dowden, the Andrews Implement room and office
building; Hinkle Blacksmith shop; Metz Implement room;
the Elmer Clinehens residence occupied by Marion Knief
and family and the large barn on the Attie Pence farm
northeast of town, formerly the Thomas Herring farm.

COUNTRY HOME (6T™H)-Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence
Pequignot entertained a group of old friends to a supper
Sunday evening at their country home northwest of Sidney.
The affair was given in honor of the birthdays of Mrs.
Willis Shepard, Mrs. Harley Fogt, Roger Knasel and the
hosted, Mrs. Pequignot. This year marks the seventh
consecutive year in which these birthdays have been
celebrated together. Those present to enjoy the supper and
the social hours of the evening with Mr. & Mrs. Pequignot
and family were Mr. & Mrs. Roger Knasel and Mrs. Grace
Mitchell, of Sidney; Mr. & Mrs. Willis Shepard, of
Lewistown; Mr. & Mrs. Harley Fogt and Mr. & Mrs.
Vernone Grieves and daughter of Anna. HBA!

SIDNEY (26TH)-Little Miss Sandra Spinner was hostess
to a few of her youthful friends Saturday afternoon from 2-
5 o’clock, the party honoring her 7t birthday which she
had observed a few days earlier, on April 19, Her parents
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Spinner and assisting in extending
hospitalities to the children in their home on North street
were: Mrs. A. W. Hobby; Mrs. Thomas Stuedvant; Mrs.
Robey Lesher and Mrs. Emil Brunner. The children had
the pleasure of hearing Brer Rabbit stories told by W. P.
Collier, who is well known for his ability to present these
tales in a manner that is very entertaining. Later contests
were taken part in by the entire group and awards going to
Amy Lou Holly, Carol Ann Simon, Patsy Hatcher, Thad
Price and Joe Salm. The guests invited were: Gretchen
Milen, Joan Bowen, Gary Don Davidson, Shelby Jean
Hazel, Marcia McBVay, Joe Salm, Carol Ann Simon, Sylvia
Studevent, Patsy Hatcher, Thad Price, Dickie Hess, Sharon
Beerline, Gretchen Brunner, Jimmy Verdier, Jerry Blake,
Nyla Sturm, Jonny Amos, Gale Griffis, Rhonda Maxson,
Janet Finkenbine, Georgia Lovett, Susan Brandenburg,
George Kootseedes, John Scott Spinner, Gary Korn,
Delphos. HBT!

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
APRIL-1918-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

HAGEMAN’S CORNER (5TH)-The two story
residence on the Frank Sherwood farm occupied by
Charles Brown was destroyed by fire. Part of the
household goods was saved but their canned fruit, lard,
meat and potatoes were burned. Snoopy was unscathed.
The goods were partly covered by their insurance.

HOUSTON-Mrs. Edward Vannier, of Montgomery, Ala.,
has been a guest at the Chas. Brush home part of this and
last week. The Hubby, Mr. V. is in the service of Uncle
Sam at present and probably on foreign soil assisting “Our
Boys” in  subduing the “Devil, otherwise the
Kaiser.”...Easter services at the Presbyterian by the Sunday
School and Prof. Schlislet’s Boy Scout fellows, assisted by
Rev. Pake and others was really a Jolly Day throughout, a
goodly number attended both Sabbath School and Church
services, all were repaid. Keep up the idea, ‘tis a good one
double the number next Sabbath, Divine help will win the
war, let us fight the Devil, ie. the Kaiser in all ways
possible.

SHELBY COUTY-Next year will be the centennial
anniversary year of the organization of Shelby county. The
county was detached from Miami county eatly in the year
1919 and organized into a county. When first organized as
a county in extended over Allen and Auglaize counties
which were afterwards detached and organized into
separate counties. The first court was held at Hardin, the
county seat, May 17, 1819, with Judge Joseph H. Crane
presiding Judge, Robert Huston, Samuel Marshall and
William W. Cecil, Associates Judge, Henry B. Foote
appointed Clerk of Courts, Daniel V. Dingman, Sheriff,
and Henry Bacon, Prosecuting Attorney. The first Board
of County Commissioners was convened at Hardin June
7t 1819. They were Robert McClure, Wm. Berry and
John Wilson. David Henry was appointed Clerk (Auditor)
and James Lenox, Treasurer. All the county officials
convened at Sidney April 24, 1829, and Sidney thereafter
has been the county seat.

NEW YORK-A high compliment came to a former
Sidney boy the past week when he was named as house
surgeon of the army division of Belleview hospital in New
York City. The young man was Mathias Wagner, who has
been in the service only since last September but by
proficiency has won merit and was only a few days since
advanced to the rank of Captain. He went from Allentown
to New York last week and upon arrival was unexpectedly
placed in charge. The detail is in most army matters is
temporary.
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