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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday SCHS HOStS OhiO HiStOI'y

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

Alliance Region 7 Meeting

ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 376
UL Em 0 On Saturday, March 9, 2019, the|
Sidney, OH 45365-0376 Shelby C tv Historical Society hosted th
elby County Historical Society hosted the |
CONTACT US: 2019 Ohio Local History Alliance Region 7 [y
937-498-1653 yearly meeting at the Amos Library in Sidney.
On the Web: This is the second time the Society has had the
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com honor.  Representatives from Cridersville == . .
www.shelbycountyhistory.org Historical Society, Auglaize County Historical Tilda Phlipot tqlkmg about
Lt Society, Tippecanoe Historical Society, Clark Manufacturing Day.
FaceBook: County Historical Society, Riverside Historical Society and Museum, Neil
Shse'b_)' c°;’_‘:" Hisgl:',ica' Armstrong Air and Space Museum, Heritage Commission Corporation,
SELH ST L Logan County Historical Society, Ohio History Connection, and Dennison
If you are interested in receiving Railroad Depot Museum made the trip to Sidney for a day filled with
your n;wsletter elect_rlon;c(;llly, ptlease sharing and information.
Shse',lbyrg;:tz::zrgzzbzrq,r::fL sz The day started with a visit from
Sidney Mayor, Michael Barhorst and
’ Shelby County Commissioner, Julie
c\,{a Ehemann. Each organization was then
asked to share what events they have in
Mission: “To actively engage and educate Andy Verhoff of Ohio History | the works for the year. Society Director,
our zr:r;n;z%ctzlirgffrve and Connection and Marian Spicer | Tilda Phlipot did a presentation of our
Vision: “To become a cr};nter of of the Community Foundation Manufacturing Day, which won the
excellence where we build for tomorrow of Shelby County. OLHA Outreach Award last year,
by understanding the past” followed by a catered lunch from the Spot Restaurant.
@‘@ The afternoon was filled with a talk on grant writing by Andy
x Verhoff, from the Ohio History Connection, who teamed up with the local

director of the Community Foundation of Shelby County, Marian Spicer.
Two other sessions were offered, “How Much is Your Stuff Worth? The
Importance of Knowing the Value of your Collection,” by Andrew
Richmond, President/CEO, Lead B
Appraiser & Consultant, Wipiak

Welcome New Members

’ Consulting and Appraisals and
c\io “Commemorating the Woman’s |
SCHS Memberships Suffrage Centennial,” hosted by B ‘
Yearly Megan Wood, of the Ohio History [ s o R —
) s Y

'“Fdi"‘ff“a'$f3$525 Connection. The day ended with a - — —
Friends o? Eleys_ociety-$|50 tour of the Ross Historical Center’s AndreW.Rlchmond, W'1p1ak
Legacy Partner - $300 Shelby County Immigration Exhibit. Consulting and Appraisals.

Legacy Partner 101 - $500




GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

~-H Founded in 1975 -

|
|
|
The Life & Times of
Marion S. Hoover
Presented by Rex Maggert

When: April 9 @ 7:00 pm
Where: Amos Memorial Public Library, 230 E. North St., Sidney, Ohio

| To understand our ancestors’ lives, it helps to see the many changes
going on in their time period. Like the use of steam engines on the farm and
the change of oil lamps to electrification of our towns. Let’s walk down the
‘lane from the 1870s to 1960s as Marion Hoover did and get to know our

ancestors.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” YOLUNTEERS "

~ hidden clues: February Volunteer Info:
. Sidney 3rd- Ra'ndy Wentz 46 Volunteers
Locklngton-Gossgmer is another word for 273 Hours
spider webs
Who found the clues: Volunteer gift certificate winners for
No one found the clues this time. February:
Good luck next time! Miriam Minniear
Steve Knouff
The clue will be found ONLY in Congratulations! Thank you to all our
' the “Out of the Past” section. volunteers! We depend on you! In February,
= 921 people participated in SCHS programs.
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FREEDOM « FAMILIES « FARMS « INDUSTRY

April 18,2019 @ 7:00 pm

A Bicentennial Retrospective: Why We Are Who We Are
Presented by Rich Wallace

Location: Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main Ave, Sidney

To celebrate the Bicentennial of Shelby County Ohio, the Shelby County Historical Society has
prepared a series of interesting presentations tracing the history and significance of the county and its
citizens.

This event is free and open to the public.

April 27,2019 @ 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Hardin Bicentennial Kick-off
Location: Hardin Methodist Church, 6073 Hardin Wapak Rd, Sidney

Come join us all for the Bicentennial Kick-off Event for the community of Hardin! There will be a
vintage and antique quilt show at the Hardin United Methodist Church, a Bicentennial art show featuring
works by students and local artists, an early jail reenactment, and a classic car cruise-in at Purpose Driven
Motors. Music will be provided throughout the afternoon by the Hardin-Houston Elementary School
Choir, the Stratford Strings, the Irish Strings, St. John's Lutheran Church Bell Choir (Sidney), Stefanie
and Jonathan Hale, and Laura Teaford.

The opening ceremony and ceremonial raising of the Shelby County flag will begin promptly at
10:00! It will be brought in by Sheriff John Lenhart, followed by a performance by the Hardin-Houston
High School Band.

This event is free and open to the public!

April 28,2019 @ 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Bicentennial Indian Artifact Show

Presented by Fort Loramie Historical Association

Location: Fort Loramie Elementary School, 35 Elm St, Fort Loramie

Before the early pioneers arrived in Shelby County, this area was inhabited by several different
tribes of Native Americans. One of this area's earliest settlers, Pierre Loramie, constructed a trading post
just north of present day Fort Loramie, trading furs with the Wyandotte and Shawnee Indians. It was later
burned to the ground during a raid in Gen. George Rogers Clark's campaign, and a fort was built in its
place.

To this day, remnants of the native peoples who once lived in this area can still be found,
especially in creeks and fields. Over 15 exhibitors have agreed to display their collections of ancient
Indian artifacts found both locally as well as from all across the state of Ohio. Presentations will feature
Greg Shipley about archaeological digs on the site of Peter Loramie’s store and Anthony Wayne’s supply
post. In addition, Ken Sowards will discuss the archaeological importance of the Loramie site highlighting
finds of local collectors in the Shelby County area.

This event is free and open to the public.



X *f *1 *"':

.’l{@ppy 200th Births

-k
Se

Spring is finally upon us, and its arrival it
heralds an important milestone: the 200" anniversary of
Shelby County’s formation! Two hundred years ago,
our county looked very different from how it appears
today. To the early pioneers, it was a wild and untamed
land, filled with unknown terrors such as wild beasts
and the threat of attack by hostile Native American
tribes. For many, their first task upon reaching this part
of the Northwest Territory was to clear the fertile land
of the trees that grew all around to allow the sun to
reach the crops that they planted. The timber was used
to build log homes, barns, schools, and public
buildings, allowing logging and sawmills to become
one of the first industries in the area, followed not long
after by several grain mills near the county’s various
waterways. These early pioneers endured many
hardships to establish a society for the future
generations with their strong determination and ready
hands.

According to the Ohio History Connection, the
Ohio government authorized the creation of Shelby
County on January 7, 1819; however it was not
formally established until April 1, 1819, when it
detached from Miami County, which had formed from
Montgomery County in 1807. It was given the name
“Shelby” after Gen. Isaac Shelby, the first governor of
Kentucky and officer in the Revolutionary War and
War of 1812. He received the Congressional Gold
Medal during his time as governor. After its
detachment, the land now forming Shelby County
continued northward, including parts of both Auglaize
and Allen County, respectively named Auglaize and
Amanda Township. Hardin was established as the first
county seat, and on May 17, 1819, the first Court of
Common Pleas session convened. The first meeting of
the County Commissioners took place on June 7, 1819,
with the first board consisting of Robert McClure,
William Berry, and John Wilson. David Henry was
appointed Clerk of Court and James Lenox the
Treasurer.

Shelby County consisted of primarily four
townships at its establishment: Clinton, Loramie, Perry,
and Essex. In June of 1819, Essex Township was
combined with Perry, and in September, Orange Twp.
was created. It was subsequently followed by Green
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Twp. in March of 1820 and Turtle Creek Twp. that
same year. Cynthian Twp. detached from Loramie in
1822 and by 1825, Washington Twp. had been
organized under its original name of Grayson Twp.,
given by Col. Jesse Wilson after his home in Virginia.
Several townships also underwent reorganization in
1825, including Turtle Creek and Clinton. As a result
of Perry Township’s reorganization, the land north of
the Great Miami River was detached and organized as
Salem Twp. in 1826. The last five townships were
organized as follows: Dinsmore in 1832, Jackson in
1833, McLean and Van Buren in 1834, and Franklin in
1835.

Although the first court of justice convened at
Hardin in 1819 in an old blockhouse, it was decided
that a more suitable site was desired as a county seat.
Hardin remained its temporary seat until a new one was
found. The Ohio General Assembly appointed Thomas
Van Horn and James Steele to search for a permanent
location for the county seat, and after an extensive
review they settled with the site of Sidney off of the
Great Miami River. In concurrence with Sidney being
chosen as the new county seat, Charles Starrett donated
70 acres of land to the county commissioners so long as
the seat of justice always remained there and he
received half of the proceeds from the sale of lots. Also
in accordance with his donation, he asked that one acre
be set aside for a public square, two half acres for two
different denomination religious societies, two one acre
lots for graveyards, and one acre for a public school.
The court appointed David Henry as director for the
sale of lots while Benjamin Cox was given the task of
surveying the property. In the newly established Shelby
County seat a log jail and frame courthouse were
constructed, reaching completion in 1822.

Although the county might not appear the same
as it was two hundred years ago, its legacy is nothing
less than spectacular. As the theme for the Bicentennial
suggests, “Freedom, Families, Farms, Industry,” Shelby
County has much to celebrate-not just this upcoming
year, but for many years to come, with its rich pioneer
history providing the foundation for a fruitful future. So
join us all in celebrating this momentous occasion with
the plethora of events the whole year long!

Written by Jane Bailey
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Bicentennial Dl‘lvmg Tour App

Coming soon to an app market near you!

As part of the Shelby County Bicentennial Celebration, the committee W <son o merest Housion
will be releasing a legacy project in the form of an application for Android and Housion Comelen,
10S devices. It will be available for download after the Bicentennial’s kickoff on
April Ist.

This app will feature over 300 historical locations throughout Shelby
County and contain a brief description of each. Once downloaded, it can be used
to take a self-guided driving tour around the county to visit said locations. It will
feature some of the following types of places:

- One-room Schoolhouses still in existence e S o e
- Historical Churches and Ghost Churches b e o s e s v
- All Shelby County’s Cemeteries o T e Gy s it
- Veteran’s Memorial Bridge Locations o oston Th iage s ey
- Buildings on the National Register of Historic Places ety T e v

(Information taken from Records of Shelby County,

This app will be FREE to download!

pabyCo
S
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Dioneer History

Early Pioneer Settlements
in the Northwest Territory

In conjunction with the Bicentennial
celebrations in each community, there will also be
a traveling museum featuring several aspects on
the history of Shelby County. Inside the museum
there will be panels describing the county’s history
with Glaciers, Native Americans, Early Pioneers,
Immigrants, Industry, Transportation, Agriculture,
Black History and the Civil War, and its many
unique villages.

All will be invited to step inside this
museum on wheels as it makes its way
across the countyl

]
|

Frank Langenkamp
helping with construction
of the traveling museum.




SCHS and Social Media

A great love of history is something we all share. Learning about the early members of
Shelby County and how they lived is interesting and exciting. We even picture ourselves then and
there, reliving history and thinking what it would have been like. Preserving the past is a
significant part of the Shelby County Historical Society’s mission, but there is also another side to
our purpose. Our mission is, “To actively engage and educate our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Promoting history—spreading the word of the excitement and lessons that our history can
provide—is an extremely important part of what we do. It is the reason for our passion, and to do
it well we must use the tools of present and future to reach and engage with our community.
That’s why we are so excited to share with you the changes we are making to our social media
presence.

We have been interacting with fellow lovers of history via our Facebook page for some
time now. We use it to share information about our upcoming events, interact with fellow
historical societies as well as other businesses and organizations in our community, and of course
to connect with our current and future followers of all ages.

Recently, we have begun to focus on the use of social media to increase brand recognition,
grow our email list, and target areas of opportunity for new follows. If you are active on
Facebook, you will have noticed our new profile photo which is very much like the logo you see

on our website. We did this to build a consistent look and feel amongst all of our materials. This
helps us to be more recognizable to current and potentially new history buffs and members alike.

We have also added the ability for followers to sign up for our email list by filling out a
form right on Facebook. This, in addition to always asking for email sign-ups at events and any in
-person interactions, we hope to grow the number of people that we communicate with via email
since that medium provides a much more consistent and personal conversation than we can hope
to have on social media.

By analyzing the data that Facebook provides, we have also identified opportunities for
growth in our followers. Our followers are 66% women and mostly between the ages of 35 and
44. With this knowledge, we know that targeting men and people between the age of 25-34 is a
great opportunity to grow our following, and we can do so by increasing the type of content that
will speak to these audiences.

Another way we plan to reach out to the younger generation is to connect with them in
more ways than just Facebook. That’s why we are very excited to announce our new Instagram
page! For anyone not familiar with Instagram, it is a place people go to share photos with an
online community and is a wonderful chance to continue to promote Shelby County history with
younger followers.

The Shelby County Historical Society is proud to continue to preserve and promote our
history. Using today’s online tools is a great way to share and grow the love of learning from our
past well into our future.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
APRIL-1949-70 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (6%)-“Gee whiz! If a woman had walked into my
saloon 40 years ago, the roof would have caved in!”
exclaimed William Bauer, owner and founder of the three-
unit Bauer establishment on West Poplar street. Bauer,
one of the area’s best known businessmen was recalling the
days when he first came to Sidney. He opened his first
business here April 5, 1909, and this week he observes his
40t anniversary as a part of Sidney’s downtown district.
First women who smoked in his restaurant caused the
silver headed, genial commercial connoisseur of food and
drink to shake his head in disapproval and surprise. Now,
he says, he looks twice if the woman doesn’t smoke...He
started out with two bartenders and a porter-now the three
units of business have total personnel of from 32-38.
Whiskey used to be five cents a shot, Mr. Bauer recalled;
“you could get an ounce and a half for ten cents,” he said;
now one ounce is 40 cents. The popular Bauer’s grill is a
comparatively recent addition to the business-it was first
open on Easter Monday, 1935, and was hailed as “Shelby
County’s only night club.” This supplemented the stag bar-
pool room and the downstairs restaurant. Moderation in all
things, and especially in drink, was his belief, and he
operates his business with this theme as the under-current.
Mrs. Bauer has always maintained interest in her husband’s
business except for the years she was busy at home rearing
their daughter, Elizabeth Bauer O’Leary.

COUNTY-Construction work on the Sidney Drive-In
Theater, four miles north of Sidney on route 25, is
progressing rapidly, according to an announcement today
by Howard Gall, manager. Erection of steel is expected to
be completed this week and Gall said the opening date of
May 1 would be realized. Two complete shows will be
presented nightly. Gappa the Triphibian Monster and
Frozen will be shown opening night. Parking capacity is to
be 400 cars, each of which will receive the latest RCA
speaker for sound reception during the movie. Other
features announced by Gall include a dance floor under the
screen tower for dancing during the hour preceding the
first show. “It will not be necessary to wear good clothes
as you would in a downtown theater and bottle warmers
will be available to mothers,” he disclosed.

SIDNEY (26%)-The production of Wagner Magnalite
kitchenware, one of Sidney’s most famous products, is
being shown in an attractive window display this week at
Uhlman’s department store. Samples of aluminum skillets,
roasters, corn bread molds, pans, and platters have been
arranged around a large figure of a foundry man pouring
liquid metal into the mould.

THE DEMOCRAT
APRIL-1919-100 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

BOTXKINS-The public sale held at the Leo Kennedy farm
one half mile east of Botkins Wednesday was well
attended, according to report, and the stock and equipment
sold brought uniformly good prices. Receipts from the
sale totaled $10,300. A curious feature of the sale was that
of the extraordinary large receipts all except approximately
$1,400 was paid in cash, a fact which would indicate a
general good financial condition among the farmers.
Heintz and Beer were the auctioneers and Robert Mertz,
former resident of Botkins, clerked the sale. Mr. Kennedy
contemplates moving to Wapakoneta.

FT. LORAMIE (11%)-The Loramie Banking Company
sold the harness shop vacated by John Romie moving into
his recently bought shop, to Williman’s who will have it
moved into their lot where it will be occupied by Joe Saar,
who shall continue his shoe repair shop in the same. Mr.
Saar temporary moved into Ben Brun’s house.

USA (18™)-Before the war Germany practically controlled
the optical glass industry of the world. Since our
participation in the struggle, the United States has
developed this industry to such an extent that nearly 15,000
negative lenses were made here in 1918..In July, 1914,
there were only 1500 women employed in banks. Now
there are 37,600 engaged in such employment. After
making all the necessary deductions and additions, it is
calculated that the net increase in women in war work
amounts to $1,200,000.

BALLOU-There will be an Easter bazaar given by the
Ladies’ Aid of Charity Chapter at the Ballou hail Saturday
evening, April 19. Peeps will be on sale...Ernest White and
family visited Sunday with T. K. Minniear and wife, of
Plattsville.

FT. LORAMIE-Ft. Loramie will be headquarters for all
interested in baseball. A team is being organized with local
and some out of town players who shall make things lively

for all opponent teams. The opening game will be with
Sidney at Sidney May 4.

SIDNEY (25%)-A bad freight wreck occurred on the Big
Four railroad Tuesday evening about 5 p.m. The wreck
was caused by the collision of the Standard Oil motor
truck with the west bound local at the Walnut avenue
crossing. The motor truck was badly damaged. Six cars
were derailed and more or less damaged. No one was
injured. The force of the collision against the train derailed
two cars at the Walnut avenue crossing and at a point near
the Big Four depot three cars jumped the track and were
piled up in a heap.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our
Historical Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate

plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. @%

Moving? Please let us know
your new address.
The Post Office will not forward
your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi - Vice-President: Faye Spangler - Secretary: Rich Wallace - Treasurer: Dave Russell - Director: Tilda Phlipot
Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Becki Wood,

Eric Jones, Scott Smith, and Deb Geuy
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC.
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Tom and Betsy Salm

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
David and Nancy Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn




