\
[y

April 2020 Edition

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
Susan Metz, Sidney, Ohio

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Vietnam Wall and Field of Crosses
2020 Schedule

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

8:00 am Prayer

6:30 pm Motorcycle escort starting at Wapak VFW, Co. Rd. 25A

8:00 pm Custenborder Park, Sidney - Welcome

Prayer - Duane Mullen

National Anthem - Amanda Schaffer

Pledge of Allegiance

Welcoming by Sidney Bicentennial Co-Chair and Shelby County
Commissioner Bob Guillozet

8:00 pm Prayer and Taps

Thursday, May 14, 2020
7:00 am Set the Wall
8:00 am Prayer
10:00 am Col. David Taylor (Darla Cabe to sing)
10:45 am Vets in the Flags
11:00 am Guest Speaker Kathy Hayes
6:00 pm Opening Ceremony

Friday, May 15, 2020
8:00 am Prayer
6:30 pm Patriotic Concert - Sidney Civic Band
8:00 pm Prayer and Taps

Saturday, May 16, 2020

8:00 am Prayer

10:00 am Tawawa Gates Open for Cruise-In registration

12:00 pm to 4:00 pm Cruise In-Tawawa Park

Golf carts available to shuttle people to and from

Custenborder and Tawawa Park

1:00 pm Chained Eagles “Poker Run to the Wall”

6:00 pm Concert: Blue Leafs

8:00 pm Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance, and Taps

Sunday, May 17, 2020
8:00 am Prayer
10:30 am 1* Christian Church service, w/ Rev. Phil Chilcote, Pastor
2:00 pm Closing Ceremony

Please be aware, this schedule is subject to change.




Coming to America 2020

Thank you notes from the Sidney Middle School Sth Graders.

The Shelby County Historical Society has been doing this award winning program since 2006 for the 5th
graders of Shelby County. We base the experience on the current Ohio State Curriculum. We are always adjusting
to meet the curriculum and the teachers’ needs. This year, despite all of the bad weather we encountered only one
school in the county was unable to attend.

There are five stations the students visit: Ohio Timeline, Immigration Factors, Transportation, Registration
Room, and the Ship Room.

I was so nice of you guys for you to take time out of your day to
™ teach us about immigration. I loved the part where we would be
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Thank you for serving
your time to teach us
all about Immigration
Day! It was really fun
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”

VOLUNTEERS

<hank yoy,

hidden clues:

Sidney 14th: Uber
Anna 12th: Mr. Rogers Neighborhood

Who found the clues:

Phil Abbott, Susan Killian, Doug Benson,
Priscilla Wilt, Carolyn Haney, Judy Harp, Phyllis
Piper, Ellen Frytag, Barb Ditmer,
and Carole Leffler,

The clue will be found ONLY in
the “Out of the Past” section.

February Volunteer Info:
47 Volunteers
375 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
February:
Cheryl Michael
Pat Mullen
Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In February,
878 people participated in SCHS programs.




Ohio’s Canals

l%; Gordon Mitchell
Editor’s Note: This article was edited to fit the space.

The Birth of Ohio’s Canals

After the War of 1812, Ohio had become a
growing state in the union. Her population had
grown from about 231,000 in 1810 to about
581,000 in 1820. Unfortunately, Ohio was not a
Very prosperous state.

Many of Ohio’s farms were producing an
abundance of crops and livestock, but received
little money for them. Farmers could get more
money from the larger cities along the East Coast
than from Ohio’s cities. Because Ohio was so far
away from these larger cities, it was very difficult
and expensive to export her crops and livestock to
those cities and to import manufactured goods
from those cities.

There were very few roads connecting
Ohio to the East and most of them were poorly
built and poorly maintained. Hauling freight by
wagon was very expensive and very time
consuming. Waterways were a much cheaper and
much easier way to haul freight.

At the time, the State of New York was
building its Erie Canal, which would connect
Albany and the Hudson River with Buffalo and
Lake Erie. Such a canal would connect Ohioans
living near Lake Erie and markets in New York
City. A system of canals in Ohio could connect
much of the state to Lake Erie.

On February 22, 1820, Ohio governor,
Ethan Allen Brown, persuaded the Ohio
Legislature to pass an act designating three Ohio
Canal Commissioners. These commissioners
were to hire an engineer to survey possible canal
routes in Ohio.

Under this new act, Ohio had requested
that Congress either sell or donate public land in
Ohio for these canals. This land would be at least
two miles wide along the canal routes and would
total about 1-2 million acres at a cost of $1.25 or
less per acre. Unfortunately, Congress denied
Ohio’s request and no survey was made.

Despite this setback, Governor Brown
would not give up on canals in Ohio. In 1821, he
made another attempt to persuade the Ohio
Legislature to support canals. A legislative
committee was formed to make a report on the
advantages and costs of a canal in Ohio. The
initial cost estimates came to about $2.5 million.

On January 31, 1822, the Ohio Legislature
passed another canal act. This act designated a
new Ohio Board of Canal Commissioners, and
engineer, and appropriated $6,000 for this project.
Ohio’s then governor, Allen Trimble, appointed
the seven board members; Ethan Allan Brown,
Ebenezer Buckingham, Jr., Alfred Kelly, Isaac
Minor, Jeremiah Morrow, Benjamin Tappan, and
Thomas Worthington. On April 23, 1822, the
governor appointed James Geddes, a New York
engineer who had worked on the Erie Canal, to
survey Ohio for the best canal routes.

Because these canals needed an adequate
source of water, they needed to follow Ohio’s
major rivers. Geddes chose five of the best water
routes in Ohio to follow; the Mahoning-Grand
Rivers Route, the Cuyahoga-Muskingum Rivers
Route, The Scioto-Sandusky Rivers Route, the
Black-Killbuck Rivers Route, and the Maumee-
Miami Rivers Route.

In 1822-1823, Geddes and his two
associates, David S. Bates and William Price,
surveyed these five river routes, which ran a total
of about 900 miles. Later, these five routes were
narrowed down to three routes; the eastern
Muskingum-Cuyahoga Rivers Route, the Central
Scioto-Sandusky Rivers Route, and the western
Great Miami-Maumee Rivers Route. On February
4, 1825, the Ohio Legislature voted 92 to 15 to
authorize the construction of Ohio canals. This
act was titled, An Act to provide for the Internal
Improvements of the State of Ohio by Navigable
Canals. This act also reorganized the Canal
Commission and created a Canal Fund
Commission. This legislation was referred to as
the Canal Act.

The newly formed Commissioners of the
Canal Fund consisted of three members. The first
commissioners were Ethan Allen Brown,
Ebenezer Buckingham, Jr., and Allen Trimble.
One member of this commission was appointed
every two years and would serve a total of six
years. This commission would raise funds, issue
and market state-backed bonds, negotiate loans,
appropriate private property, accept grants and
donations of land and money, distribute money as
directed by the Canal Commission, and keep
account of all of the money. In 1825, the Canal



Fund Commission was permitted to borrow up to
$400,000 at 6% interest and payable

semiannually. In subsequent years, the
commission could borrow up to $600,000 per
year.

The Canal Act had authorized two canals
in Ohio. The Ohio and Erie Canal, which was a
compromise between the central and the eastern
routes, and the Miami and Erie Canal, which
followed the western route.

On May 24, 1828, Congress provided land
grants to Ohio for canal construction. This land
was used in the construction of the Miami and
Erie Canal between Dayton and the Maumee
River. This land grant amounted to half of five
sections in width on each side of the canal route,
which totaled 1,230,521 acres. However, these
land parcels were to follow the boundaries of the
rectangular surveys and only covered unsold
federal lands. Each alternate unsold section was
reserved to the federal government for their own
uses. This federal land could not be sold at less
than $2.50 per acre.

Of those land grants, 500,000 acres of
those federal land grants in northwestern Ohio
were to be sold in half-quarter sections (80 acres)
to the highest bidder. The money would be used
to pay the canals construction costs. In return,
these canals were to be used as public waterways
and the federal government would have free use
of them.

On December 22, 1828, the Ohio
Legislature responded to this “Act of May 24.”
The state passed their own act accepting these
federal land grants and their stipulations.

The initial cost estimates for these two
canals were $6 million. However, the final costs
came to about $16 million in construction and
about $25 million in interest on the loans.

Constructing the Canal

Whenever possible, these canals were
built along rivers and away from hillsides. If a
hillside was near a river, the canal was built on
the opposite side of the river. This was to prevent
landslides from entering into the canal.

All sections of the canal had to meet
minimum standards as set by the contract. Before
there was any digging, all of the land along both
sides of the canal had to be cleared and grubbed
for at least 20 feet. No stumps over one foot high

could remain. If any water from the canal was to
be spread over adjacent land, the timber of that
adjacent land was to be cleared and removed.

All outward slopes of any banks that were
subject to erosion, especially those adjacent to
rivers were covered with stones of suitable sizes
and shapes. These stones were either made into a
sloped wall or were loosely placed on the slope.

Whenever possible, the canal beds and
banks were lined with clay. This was to prevent
or reduce water leakage from the canal.

All canal culverts and locks were made of
stone or wood. Both the culverts and the back
walls of the locks were puddled with several six
inch layers of a mixture of clay, gravel, and
water.

If the canal crossed a stream that was too
large for a culvert, an aqueduct was constructed.
These aqueducts were made of stone or wood and
had stone piers. Some of these aqueducts were
roofed.

Canal Measurements

The canal’s measurements had to meet
minimum specifications. The bottom of the canal
channel had to be at least 26 feet wide, the water
line had to be at least 40 feet wide, and the depth
of the water had to be as least four feet. The cross
-section of the canal was actually a trapezoidal
prism.

As often as possible, these canals
exceeded the minimum measurements. Some
areas even had their channel bottoms widened to
as much as 50-150 feet and had their water depths
increased to as much as 12 feet. Only a few
sections of these canals ever used the minimum
measurements.

The banks on both sides of the canal also
had to meet minimum standards. The canal
towpath had to be at least 10 feet wide at the top.
The towpath was usually placed on the side
nearest the river. The berm on the opposite side
of the canal had to be at least six feet wide at the
top. This berm, or “heel” path, was sometimes
used to tie the boat to shore. Both of these banks
could not be less than two feet or no more than
four feet above the water line. All of the canal
banks above their natural level had to be sloped at
a ratio of 21 inches horizontal for every 12 inches
vertical.



Canal Locks

Because Ohio isn’t flat, numerous locks
were needed along the canal to raise and lower
the water levels. These waters were raised or
lowered an average of 6-12 feet per lock. If the
rise or drop were greater, then more than one lock
would be used.

All of the locks had to meet minimum
specifications as well as the canals. Each lock
had to be at least 90 feet long, at least 15 feet
wide and at least 20 feet deep. Two locks near
the mouth of the Cuyahoga River, called “sloop
locks” for handling lake boats, were 100 feet long
and 25 feet wide.

The canal lock walls had to be at least 5
feet thick at the bottom and at least 4 feet thick at
the top. Larger blocks were usually placed at the
ends of the locks.

Larger buttresses were built at the gates at
both ends of the lock. These buttresses were 20
feet long at the upper gate and 17 feet long at the
lower gate.

All of the facing stone was hand dressed.
Long foundation stones were set well below the
level of the canal bed and were set upon solid
rock or upon a strong timber crib resting upon a
thick gravel puddle.

Most of the locks on the eastern canals
were made of sandstone and most of the locks on
the western canals were made of limestone. The
stone was quarried from as near a source as
possible. If quarried stone was not available, the
locks were made of wood. Most of the locks in
the northwestern Ohio were made of wood.

The floors of the locks were made of
wood, usually of white oak. The first wood floor
layer was about one foot thick and was laid
longitudinally. The second layer was made of
white oak or white pine and was laid crosswise.
Because the wood was underwater, it would not
be exposed to the air and would not rot.
Waterlogged wood would also swell and would
make for a tighter fit.

Each lock usually had two mooring posts
on both sides of the lock. These mooring posts,
which were made of white oak, were located near
the gates. Their purpose was to keep the boats
secure within the lock.

The canal walls usually had indentations
for the lock’s gates. These indentations would

protect the gates from any damages done by the
canal boats.

The gates at both ends of the locks,
sometimes called “whaler gates,” were usually
made of thick white oak. All of the hinges and
other related hardware were made of wrought
iron.

Each gate was a miter gate that was
manually operated. When closed, these gates
formed a “V” with the point facing upstream.
The pressure from the upstream water helped
keep these gates closed. The “V” was to insure
that the gates would not open at the wrong time
and release large volumes of water into the lower
channel.

Most of the gates had wickets located near
the bottom. These wickets, which worked like a
butterfly valve, were manually operated to permit
the water to flow in or out of the lock to raise or
lower the water level within the lock. Raising or
lowering the water level in a typical lock meant a
gain or loss of about 100,000-120,000 gallons of
water.

Many of these locks had accompanying
overflows, races, or sluices for removing any
excess water from the canal. The water usually
flowed downward over spillways to the lower
channel or tumbled into an adjacent stream.

Many communities began around these
locks, especially along the same side as the
towpath. Aside from the lock tender’s house,
barn, and shed, there might be a mill, a tavern, an
icehouse, and a stable. The larger communities
probably had a bridge and a warehouse.

The Miami and Erie Canal

Construction of the Miami canal began at
Middletown on July 21, 1825. The Miami and
Erie Canal, which was initially called the Miami
Canal, was originally planned to connect
Cincinnati and Dayton. This 66 mile canal
followed Mill Creek through Cincinnati and the
Great Miami River through  Hamilton,
Middletown, Franklin, and Dayton.

The Canal Act had promised to extend it
to Lake Erie at a later date. Because Ohio was
sparsely populated north of Dayton, construction
of the canal to Lake Erie proceeded very slowly.

The Miami Canal reached northern
Cincinnati in 1828 and Dayton in 1829. In 1833,
the Ohio Legislature allotted money to extend the



canal another 32 miles to Loramie Creek, north of
Piqua. This extension was known as the Miami
Extension Canal. This extension also followed
the Great Miami River and ran through Troy and
Piqua.

North of Piqua, the Miami Extension
Canal level rose and crossed the Loramie
Summit. This summit was about 23 miles long
and was the divide between the Miami River
Basin and the Maumee River Basin.

To provide water for the canal in the
summit and its adjacent sections, five reservoirs
were proposed, but only three were built. The
Loramie Summit received water from the
Loramie Reservoir (present day Lake Loramie),
which was completed in 1843, and from the
Lewistown Reservoir (present day Indian Lake)
via the Miami River and the Sidney Feeder Canal,
which was completed in 1852. The Sidney
Feeder Canal was 18 miles long and had no locks.
Both of these reservoirs would provide water
from the summit to as far south as Dayton.

North of the Loramie Summit, the Grand
Lake St. Mary’s Reservoir was built to provide
water for the canal as far north as the Wabash and
Erie Canal. Until the Hoover Dam was built in
the 1930s, Grand Lake St. Mary’s was the
world’s largest man-made lake.

North of the Grand Lake St. Mary’s
Reservoir, between Kossuth and Spencerville, a
large “Deep Cut” was dug between the St. Mary’s
and the Auglaize watersheds. This cut, dug
through a glacial moraine of hard blue clay, had a
depth of five to 52 feet and a length of
approximately 6,600 feet. Using about 4-5
thousand workers, this cut took four years to
complete.

The Miami Extension Canal totaled 114
miles. Its measurements were 50 feet wide at the
waterline, 36 feet wide at the bottom, and five
feet in depth and connected the Wabash and Erie
Canal at the town of Junction, west of Defiance.
The Wabash and Erie Canal’s measurements were
60 feet wide at the waterline, 46 feet wide at the
bottom, and six feet in depth. From Junction, the
Wabash and Erie Canal followed the Maumee
River for about 69 miles to Toledo.

The Miami and Erie Canal, which covered
249 miles, was finished in 1845. The entire canal
had 184 lift locks, three guard locks, and 22
aqueducts. The initial estimated cost was

$2,292,957. The final cost was $8,062,680.

On March 14, 1849, the Ohio Legislature
officially named this Miami and Erie Canal. This
newly named canal consisted of the Miami Canal,
the Miami Extension Canal, and the Ohio sections
of the Wabash and Erie Canal.

Problem of the Canals

After the canals were completed, they
faced numerous problems. They were constantly
in need of repairs. Flooding and erosion could
easily damage embankments, locks, culverts, and
aqueducts. Sometimes, angry residents sabotaged
sections of the canals.

During the winter, the water in the canals
would freeze, which could cause ice damage to
them. However, to avoid ice damage, many
canals were drained during the winter.

If Ohio were suffering a long dry spell, the
water level in the canals would be too low for the
canal boats. Even the reservoirs might not have
had sufficient water.

Repairs were often slow and expensive.
Many of the repairs were done during the winter
months, when the canals were drained.

The Demise of the Canals

Because of the canals, Ohio became a fast
growing state with a growing economy.
Unfortunately, these prosperous times were short
lived.

By 1850, the railroads were out-
competing the canals. Although transporting
freight and passengers by rail cost more than by
boat, the railroads were much faster than canal
boats. Railroads were cheaper to build and
maintain than canals. Railroads did not have to
rely on large water sources and could operate year
round.

In 1861, Ohio leased their canals to
private operators, who neglected them. In 1878,
Ohio took back the canals but did little to repair
or maintain them.

Between 1904 and 1910, there were
attempts to revitalize the canals. The Ohio
Legislature appropriated about $1,280,000 for
repairs.

Unfortunately, a devastating flood that hit
much of Ohio on March 23, 1913, destroyed
many of the canals’ banks, locks, culverts, and
aqueducts. This finally sealed the fate of Ohio’s
Canals. Ohio’s canals officially closed down in
1929.
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THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
APRIL-1950-70 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

FT LORAMIE-6t-HBA-Congratulation are extended to
Mrs. Mary Borchers on the birth of a son, and to Mrs.
Alfred Holthaus on the birth of a daughter... Elmer Dapore
has purchased a lot from John Ahrns and expects to build a
new home in the near future...Al Hasselman bought a lot
on Park street recently...As in former years the vatious
business places will close from 12 to 3 p.m. to observe
Good Friday... The Busse meat market has enlarged the
slaughter house by the addition of a new cooler.

WASINGTON -11t-HBD-Hundreds of towns and cities
are embroiled in the annual battle of the hours-whether or
not to adopt daylight saving time. In peacetime the
decision is purely a matter of local or state preference and
each community has its own private ware. Lines of battle
change with each year. Government officials know there
will be the usual confusion this year because in general, the
cities like daylight saving; the farmers don’t.

SIDNEY-14t- The gift of $20,000 for the purpose of
constructing the Briggs Memorial Administration Wing to
Wilson Memorial hospital is culminated in the picture taken
this morning in the C. G. Briggs Drug store. Shown left to
right are Judge D. F. Mills, C. J. Briggs, presenting saving
and loan certificates and books to Lloyd Ruese, president
of the hospital trustees, while Norbert J. Pointer, secretary,
and Urban Dootley, board member, looks on. The widely
known Sidney druggist has had the plan of making a
substantial contribution to the hospital under construction
for some time and completed the transaction this morning.

Chieftains of the City softball circuit inhaled some
important problems for the thoughtful digestion today
following a preliminary pow-wow in the municipal building
Friday evening. Although no definite, official action was
taken on anything insofar as the forthcoming season is
concerned, the league leaders came away from the get-
together with a little clearer idea of the course they may
follow with regards to a camping ground for their
competitive exercise. As a matter of fact, the big-wigs
seemed more interested in where they were going to play
than in who was going to play, this situation becoming a
major issue after the local Knights of Columbus leased
Holy Angels field last Wednesday. In taking over the south
Brooklyn avenue lot, the K. if C. organization had
extended an invitation to the city League to share the
premises by sub-letting the latter for its campaign. As far
as the league roster is concerned it may shrink from eight
to six clubs unless new members are forthcoming at the
April 26 meting. Kettlersville has quit softball completely,
as has Wagner Ware, while Anna will evidently carry on a
separate program at its home diamond.

SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT
APRIL-1920-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY-2nd-Mrs. D. A. Scott and daughter Ella very
pleasantly entertained the club members March 24t Roll
call was answered by repeating proverbs. After the usual
program, a weighing contest caused much amusement.
The remainder of the afternoon was spent in social chat
during which the hostess served a delicious salad course.
The next meet of the Mutual Improvement Club will be
held with Mrs. John Eisenhut, April 7t... The tin which
held down the linoleum in the kitchen of W. A. Thompson
was badly burned and cuts in the linoleum extended from
most of the nails two or three inches toward the center of
the room showed the effect of the lightning Sunday night.
No other part of the house was affected. The condition is
supposed to be from the strike of lightning that killed W.
A. Johnson as it was in front of the house that his body
was found.

KETTLERSVILLE-The English Adult Bible Class will
render an Easter Cantata and program Sunday evening.
Everybody welcome. A fitting way to close another Easter
celebration.

BALLOU-There will be an Easter bazarr given by the
Ladies Aid of Charity Chapel at the Ballou Hall Saturday
evening; April 3...The play entitled “The Dust of the
Earth” which was given by the A. C. class of Charity
Chapel at the Ballou Hall last Saturday evening was well
attended by a large crowd. The play will be given at the
Lena-Conover school Auditorium, Wednesday evening,
April, 7.

RANGE LINE-Don’t forget that the Russia farm bureau
will hold their regular meeting April 9 instead of April 2.
All members who are on the market for potatoes come out
and hear the prices on them...Len Giar has moved his
molasses press to his home, commonly known as the Ed
Smith farm. So get busy and plant cane and save sugar as
Len expects to run an up to date mill this fall.

SIDNEY 23RP-Gus Haller went mushroom hunting along
by the race Tuesday afternoon and found the first of the
season. It is on display in Kah’s jewelry store window and
is so small that a sign is placed near it saying “The first of
the season guess what it is.”..The general meeting of the
Woman’s Club will be held in the Knights of Columbus
hall Friday evening April 23. An interesting program
consisting of music, whistling and reading of “Seven Miles
to Arden” by Miss Dade Kennedy, of Bellefontaine. Each
member is privileged to bring a guest...WANTED-Drill
press operators, bench and floor assemblers. Eclipse
Machine Co. 82tf.
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