
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 
  Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

Welcome New Members 

Josh Berning, Ft. Loramie, OH 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

April 2021 Edition 

 Robert F. Kroeger will be visiting Sidney in late April 

to do a palette knife barn painting demonstration as well as 

tell stories of historic barns throughout Ohio. Kroeger is an 

avid artist and recent author of the book “Historic Barns of 

Ohio” which will be available for sale at this event. At the 

end of his program, the painting will be raffled off and he 

will stay to sign copies of his book. 
 

Raffle tickets will be available 1 for $5, or 3 for $10. 

When: Saturday, April 24th, 2021 
  10AM - Noon - Start Painting 

  Noon - 1PM - Tell Barn Stories 

  1 - 2PM - Book Signing and Painting Raffle 

Where: Sidney Senior Center - 304 S. West Ave. 
 

“Historic Barns of Ohio” book price - $25 
 

*Guidelines for events and social distancing will be upheld.* 

Saturday, April 17, 2021      5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

The Route: Main Ave, to Russell Rd, to Wapak Ave, to Ohio Ave,  

down to the Big Four Bridge, back up Main Ave. 

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the 

wheel, driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our 

Cruise Sidney! There is no starting point, just jump in! We hope to see you!    



 

2 

Volunteers 

February Volunteer Info: 

  Volunteers: 26 

 Hours: 191 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

February: 
Bob Shoffner 

Cheryl Michael 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you!  

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for March: 

 

Plum Creek 1921 - Trammels 
Sidney (14th) 1946 - Southeast 

 

Who found the clues: 
 

Glen Phillips 

John Laws 

Patricia Francis 

Judy Harp 
 

                          The clue will be found ONLY in    

                         the “Out of the Past” section. 

“The Churches of Shelby 

County: Past & Present” 

received an Honorable Mention 

award in the 2020 Visual 

Communication Competition 
through the Ohio Museums 

Association! 
 

This book is currently on sale 

for $15 at the Shelby County 

Historical Society as well as 

online through Amazon. 
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Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.  

Celebrates 135 Years 
 January 1, 2021, marked the 135th 

anniversary of the inception of a local insurance 

company with humble roots. Ruese Insurance 

Agency, Inc. has been around the block a few 

years – quite literally! For more than 100 years, 

Ruese has held its offices 

within the courthouse square in 

downtown Sidney, despite 

moving location several times. 

Currently, their offices reside 

within Courtview Center on 

the east side of the court 

square, only a few blocks from 

the building in which their 

parent agency began. 

 A young man by the name of Lafayette 

Merrick Studevant arrived in Sidney a short while 

after moving to Anna with his parents from 

Indiana in 1875. He began his career as an 

apprentice in the local newspaper office before 

moving to Columbus Grove in 1879 where he 

spent a year publishing a newspaper. In 1880, 

Studevant entered into a commerce school in 

Lima, and upon graduation he accepted a position 

as bookkeeper for an Allen County bank. He 

briefly spent time as a cashier in Ridgeville, 

Indiana before returning to Sidney and becoming 

the bookkeeper for the Philip Smith 

Manufacturing Co. On January 1, 1886, L. M. 

Studevant began a business venture into fire 

insurance. He called his fledgling company the 

“People’s Insurance Agency.” Its office was 

located on the second floor of the Hickok 

building at 103 N. Ohio Ave., currently home to 

Simply  Cozy  Co.    It  was  in  this  same  office  

several months later that Studevant met with a 

group of like-minded individuals to organize 

another building and loan establishment in 

Sidney. On October 1, 1886, the same group of 

citizens met again, this time in a courthouse 

assembly room, to produce a 

state charter and solicit stock. 

Officers were elected 

alongside a board of directors, 

with L. M. Studevant being 

selected as secretary. By 

October 23, Studevant 

announced that the books for 

the company were open to 

membership out of his 

insurance office on Ohio Ave. In the fall of 1887, 

the People’s Savings and Loan association offices 

moved north to the J. C. Royon building to 

occupy the “Carey Bank Room.” 

  As his insurance agency and fledgling 

savings and loan grew, a larger space was 

required to conduct their business. On the  

southeast corner of the square, the newly 

constructed Robertson building seemed to be the 

perfect choice. 1899 was a busy year for 

Studevant, as this was when he helped organize 

the First National Exchange bank. Rumor is he 

grew tired of traveling to Piqua in order to make 

deposits with a federally funded bank so he 

helped to establish one here in Sidney. Peoples 

Insurance Agency also expanded to include farm 

and property insurance alongside fire insurance. 

William Kingseed joined the insurance venture as 

well, giving it the brief new name “Studevant & 

Kingseed Insurance Co.”  

 

     L.M. Studevant        H.T. Ruese  Lloyd Ruese          Paul Gahagan 
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 Shortly after the turn of the twentieth 

century, Herman Theodore Reuse began his own 

venture into becoming an insurance agent. Ruese 

was born on a farm just outside of New Bremen 

near Schwaberow Cemetery on St. Rt. 274 in 

1874. He started his career as a school teacher 

before turning to the insurance business. 

According to the 1908 Sidney 

directory, he had his own 

office at the Amos building on 

the south side of the court 

square. Also in 1908, H. T. 

Ruese was named Shelby 

County Auditor, a position in 

which he served two terms 

until 1912. It was around this 

time (1910) that the Peoples 

Insurance Company was 

composed of the following 

types of insurance companies 

and policies offered: 

Accident: Aetna Accident Ins. 

Co. of Hartford, American 

Fidelity Ins. Co. of N. Y., 

Fidelity  

& Casualty Co. of N. Y., and Hartford Insurance 

Co. of Cincinnati 

Automobile: Columbia Ins. Co. of N. J. and 

Insurance Co. of N. A. of N. Y. 

Bonds: Fidelity & Casualty Ins. Co. of N. Y. and 

Fidelity & Deposit Ins. Co. of Cincinnati 

Fire & Cyclone: Aetna Ins. Co. of Hartford, 

American Central Fire Ins. Co. of St. Louis, Atlas 

Assurance Co. of London, Cincinnati 

Underwriters of Cincinnati, Columbia Ins. Co. of 

Dayton, Commercial Union Fire Ins. Co. of 

Chicago, Connecticut Ins. Co. of Hartford, 

Cooper Fire Ins. Co. of Dayton, Fidelity Fire Ins. 

Co. of N. Y., Fire Association of Philadelphia, 

Franklin Ins. Co. of Phila., Georgia Home Ins. 

Co. of Columbia, Ga., Glens Falls Ins. Co. of N. 

Y., Hanover Fire Ins. Co. of N. Y., Hartford Ins. 

Co. of Connecticut, Insurance Co. of N. A., 

Michigan Fire & Marine Ins. Co., Minster Mutual 

Ins. Co. of Ohio, Ohio Farmers Ins. Co. of 

LeRoy, O., Orient Ins. Co. of Hartford, 

Pennsylvania Fire Ins. Co. of Pa., Philadelphia 

Underwriters Ins. Co. of Pa., Queen Ins. Co. of N. 

Y., Royal Exchange Assurance Co. of London, 

Scottish Union & National Ins. Co. of Eng., 

Shawnee Ins. Co. of Topeka, St. Paul Fire &  

Marine Ins. Co. of Minn., and Sun Ins. Co. of 

England 

 H. T. Ruese eventually became the 

manager of Peoples Insurance Agency, and in 

1923, he and Jesse L. Dickensheets purchased the 

agency, which by then had moved to the 

Woodward building at 119 S. Ohio Ave. Around 

1927, the Peoples Insurance 

Agency moved to the Mathers 

Building next to the 

Monumental Building at 125 ½ 

S. Ohio Ave., just a few 

buildings south of its previous 

location. On July 18, 1929, it 

was announced in the paper 

that H. T. Ruese, his sister 

Florence, and only son, Lloyd 

Ruese, were the incorporators 

of the newly named “Ruese 

Insurance Agency, Inc.” Lloyd 

had been helping his father 

since two years prior to its 

incorporation, most likely after 

the retirement of Jesse 

Dickensheets, who later passed away due to his 

failing health in 1931. 

 In 1934, H. T. Ruese became the first 

manager of the state liquor store in Sidney, a 

position he held even after retirement from his 

insurance agency. By 1940, Ruese had retired 

from his position as manager of the Ruese 

Insurance Agency, Inc., leaving the family 

business to his son, Lloyd. H. T. Ruese passed 

away a few years later on October 29, 1946. As 

the years went by, the “family” part of Ruese 

Insurance Agency, Inc. expanded yet again when 

Robert Dunham, Lloyd’s son-in-law, joined the 

agency in 1953. By 1960, the business moved 

from the Mathers building to the other side of the 

court square at 116 S. Main Ave. Dunham then 

progressed to part-owner of the venture in 1964, 

when a secondary articles of incorporation were 

filed. In 1978, Lloyd Ruese was honored by the 

Westfield Insurance Company for 50 years of 

continuous service with the Ruese Insurance 

Agency, Inc. A short time later, Lloyd retired, 

passing the company to Robert Dunham, before 

he passed away in 1982. 

 Paul Gahagan joined Ruese Insurance 

Agency in 1969, helping to make Ruese one of 

the largest multilined agencies in the area, and  

116 S. Main, where CourtView  

Center now stands. 
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Turn your Amazon shopping into a force for good.  

Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1317780 and Amazon donates to Shelby County Historical Society! 
 

AmazonSmile customers can now support Shelby County Historical Society in the Amazon shopping app on 

iOS and Android mobile phones!  
 

Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.  

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device  

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'  

3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process. 
 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app, update your app.  

Easy ways to help the Shelby County Historical Society! 

became part owner of the firm just three years 

later in 1972. On January 1, 1975, the Belser 

Agency, Inc., one of Shelby County’s larger 

agencies, merged with Ruese Insurance Agency, 

Inc. Joseph Belser, their owner, became vice 

president alongside Paul Gahagan under Bob 

Dunham’s presidency. Mark Dunham, Robert’s 

son, joined Ruese Insurance Agency in 1980 after 

graduating from Wittenburg University and 

completing his five month training course through 

Westfield Insurance Co. Robert Dunham retired 

from the company on March 31, 1987, leaving 

Paul Gahagan the sole owner of Ruese Insurance 

Agency, Inc. The following year in December, 

their articles of incorporation were dissolved and 

in January of 1989 Ruese Insurance Agency 

merged with Phelan Insurance Agency, Inc., each 

keeping their respective names and offices. That 

same  month, their  offices  were  moved  into  the 

newly constructed Courtview Center, which had 

been built on the same site as the previous Ruese 

office building. Also in 1989, Rudy Keister, 

began working for the agency after his graduation 

from Wittenburg University as well. In June of 

1995, a new Articles of Incorporation were filed 

yet again and the following year, in 1996, Mark 

Dunham and Rudy Keister purchased the agency 

and became its new co-owners.  

Over the last twenty years, the Ruese 

Insurance Agency, Inc. has experienced several 

more mergers with local insurance groups. 2001 

was a significant year for the expansion of Ruese 

Insurance Agency, Inc. In January of 2001,  

Ratermann Insurance Agency in Fort 

Loramie merged with Ruese Insurance Agency, 

Inc. of Sidney to expand their products and 

services to their clientele while retaining their 

same locations and staff. A wider selection of 

insurance carriers such as Cincinnati Insurance 

Company, Westfield Group, Indiana Insurance 

Company, Motorist Mutual,  Utica  National,  

Monroe  Guaranty  and   

Progressive was then available to policy holders 

not just in Shelby County, but several of the 

surrounding counties as well. Only a few months 

later, in April of 2001, the Bennett Insurance 

Agency, Inc. also merged with Ruese Insurance 

Agency, Inc. With the actions of this seamless 

merger, the two oldest agencies unified 

underneath one banner to serve the citizens of 

Sidney and Shelby County. On February 1, 2003, 

the Ruese Insurance Agency purchased the 

McColloch-Baker Insurance Service in Piqua, 

which became their first office location outside of 

Shelby County. Five years later, in January of 

2008, they acquired their second Piqua office: M. 

J. Koon and Sons Insurance, thus even further 

expanding their reach and range of services. 

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. to this day 

provides insurance for many individuals and 

corporations throughout Shelby County and the 

surrounding area. Thank you for 135 years of 

service and here’s to hopefully many, many 

more! 
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New textured wallpaper was applied as 

a backsplash and painted a light gray to 

match the countertops while the wood 

trim was replaced around the window. 

While re-hanging 

cabinets, Cecil and 

Richard discovered a 

window covered up 

behind where the stove 

is in the kitchen! 

The kitchen walls were given a coat of 

white primer before a coat of “Gardenia,” 

to match the room next door, was added. 

Bob, Cecil, and Richard made 

plywood shelves for above the 

cabinets to stabilize them for storage. 

The cracks 

between the 

floorboards were 

filled in and 

another coat of 

sealant was 

added to give it 

a glossier finish. 

The finished product! 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
APRIL-1946-75 YRS AGO 

COMPILED BY Anne Morrow 
 

BEE HIVE (4th)-Sunday school Sunday morning at 9:45 
a.m. Superintendent W. C. Ammon.  Preaching service 
Sunday evening at 8 p.m…The regular monthly meeting of 
the Busy Builders class of the Bee Hive Sunday school will 
be held at the church Friday evening, April 5.  After the 
meeting, there will be a song fest choir practice.   
 

SIDNEY (5th)-Mrs. Henry VerWayne entertained the 
members of her club to a delightful evening of bridge 
Thursday in her home on North Main avenue where Mrs. 
Max Keran was a guest.  When the scores were tallied the 
high award went to Mrs. Keran, with Mrs. Richard 
Schlagetter receiving the travel and Mrs. Charles Williams 
low.  A tempting menu was served by the hostess from 
prettily laid tables.  Mrs. Sharon Mohbacher will be the 
hostess in three weeks… Roger Knasel-Auctioneer-
Household Goods and Farm Sales.  Licensed Real Estate 
Broker.  Call Sidney – Phone 1688-7. 
 

SIDNEY (8th)-A delightful informal supper party was 
given in the Anderson home on Port Jefferson road, 
arranged for the pleasure of a group of their friends by Mr. 
and Mrs. W. R. Anderson and Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. 
Cook.  The delicious menu was served from prettily laid 
table in the recreation room where yellow jonquils were 
adornments.…Mr. and Mrs. Carl Millhouse RR2, are the 
parents of a daughter born at 11:33 PM, Sunday evening in 
Wilson Memorial Hospital…Mr. and Mrs. Richard Salm of 
1228 Pt. Jefferson road are announcing the birth of a 
daughter, arriving at 7:30 PM Saturday evening, the sixth of 
April, in Wilson Memorial hospital.  She has been named 
Anne Elizabeth…Mr. and Mrs. William Schmidt, 947 
Spruce street, are the parents of a son arriving to them in 
the hospital Saturday afternoon, April 6th at 5:30PM. 
 

SIDNEY (25th)-Some genuine sympathy was wasted on 
Chief of Police William O’Leary yesterday by a sincere 
young gal.  She stood at the front of Valley Inn conversing 
with Mrs. Marjorie Smith, the inn’s owner, when she saw a 
tall form striding down the street, flanked by two 
uniformed policemen.  “Oh, what a shame,” the girl 
exclaimed, “he’s being arrested.”  Mrs. Smith took a second 
look and contained a smile-the “prisoner” was the long arm 
(and long legs) of the law-Chief O’Leary. 
 

SHINBONE (26th)-Edwin Stroh and Mr. & Mrs. Paul 
Nuss were Sunday dinner guests of Mr. & Mrs. Leon 
McCullough…Impressive Easter services were held at 
Olive Branch, Sunday.  Eight new members were taken in 
Sunday evening.  Rev. Floyd Watt of Dunkirk entertained 
with a Bible picture. HBT 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT DEMOCRATE 

APRIL-1921-100 YRS AGO 
COMPILED BY Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (1st)-The Sidney telephone Company is now 
installing a duplicate telephone exchange.  Having secured 
an old exchange at Wapakoneta, parts of an exchange from 
Iowa parts of an exchange in Chicago and parts of an 
exchange in Columbus the company is now installing the 
apparatus in the Eagles’ hall and in this manner expect to 
have service within the next two weeks.  While it will not 
be the best it will be much better than no service. 
 

An affair of beauty was given Monday evening when the 
Sidney Jazz orchestra gave the Easter dance at the armory.  
Over a hundred and fifty couples were welcomed and the 
dancers had seldom enjoyed a more delightful dance.  The 
orchestra played a splendid new program and Mr. Beaman, 
who is home from Cincinnati University, sung several 
selections…Frank J. Holler who has been foreman of the 
Sidney Manufacturing Co., for the past six years, has 
resigned his position to go into business for himself.  The 
name is to be the Sidney Body Repair Shop and is located 
on North Miami avenue between Court and Poplar streets.  
He will repair auto bodies and repair and weld radiators 
and fenders. 
 

SHELBY CT. (8th)-Every person who owns or controls 
more than $100.00 worth of personal property is required 
by law to list the same for taxation.  April 10th is the date 
upon which taxes become a lien, and property must be 
listed as of that date… Base ball season is rapidly 
approaching, and the local team has been busy for the past 
several weeks trying to round into form, for the opening 
game which will no doubt be played on April 17.  
Yesterday a large number of players were out at Lakeside 
and a great many fans watched the fast practice session. 
 

JACKSON CTR (15th)-Mr.  & Mrs. W.B. Parish, have 
returned from Hot Springs Ark., where they have spent the 
past year.  Mr. Parish was engaged in the real estate 
business.  They will locate in Jackson Center where Mr. 
Parish has secured a lease on the Jackson Center Hotel and 
will assume management of his new business at once. 
 

SHELBY CT. (22nd)-Four small children had operations 
Tuesday morning to remove their tonsils and adenoids, at 
the free Red Cross clinic held at the Emergency Hospital.  
The operations were performed by Dr. A. W. Hobby and 
Dr. A. W. Grosvenor, assisted by Dr. Martin of Anna, Dr. 
Cyril Hussey, Dr. James Fink, Dr. Pepper and four nurses. 
 

MAPLEWOOD (22nd)-The play given at the K. of P. hall 
Monday evening by the people from Swanders was 
wonderfully appreciated by all who witnessed it.  Fifty 
percent of the proceeds were being invested in electric 
street lights for Maplewood.  Progress is our motto. 
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Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 

forward your newsletter to you. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot   

Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, David 

Potts, and Becki Wood    Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Marty Dale 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


