
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 
Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

  Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

Welcome New Members 

No new members this month 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

April 2022 Edition 

 I remember when we first 

moved to Sidney walking past an old, 

dilapidated building across from the 

Spot on South Ohio. It was a number 

of years before I learned about the 

Monumental Building and its grand 

past as Ohio’s first and most 

important Civil War Memorial Hall. I 

was embarrassed in a way that I knew 

nothing of it. I began to investigate 

our local history. 

I uncovered many other incredible stories. Something very special 

had been taking place in our community. There were legacies from the 

past, left for us, which had been forgotten. Most of them had a common 

denominator. Someone had an innovative idea and the passion to pursue it. 

The result was a unique accomplishment. The question before us is how do 

we capture that spirit? 

The Society Board endorsed the idea of a Learning & Innovation 

Center. Its mission will be to use our unique history as a catalyst to 

“celebrate the visionary leaders of our past in order to foster pride in our 

community and inspire the great minds of the future.”  

We launched a fund raising campaign in January. I am excited to 

report that although there is more work to do, the results so far have been 

very favorable. Over 150 people stepped up to support this effort. No 

public funds will be used. Susan and I are pleased to lend our name and 

support to the Learning & Innovation Center. 

We have an outstanding team assembled with Eleven Fifty Seven 

Design and the 1913 Media Group heading up the Center design and 

construction. 

Why is this such an important project? It is time for our generation 

to leave its legacy, the same way our ancestors did for us. We want to 

share our incredible history in a manner that will inspire the next 

generation to achieve and innovate in its own way. Will you join us? 

Rich and Susan Wallace 

Depictions of the opening gallery. 
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Volunteers 

February Volunteer Info: 

 26 Volunteers 

167 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

February: 
Kurt Anderson 

Bob Shoffner 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In February,    

 190 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for March: 

Sidney: Miss Annette Funicello 
Shelby Ct. 3rd: Speling (should be Spelling) 

 
Who found the clues: 

 

Richard Bailey and Judy Harp 

 

 

 

                          The clue will be found ONLY in    

                         the “Out of the Past” section. 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 We Get Mail! 
 Recently we received a note from one of our long time members: 

 

 Dear Friends of the SCHS, 

 I hope you have a productive year even as we continue on in these 

different and difficult days.  It takes everyone to help and stay well and 

safe.  I enjoy reading about upcoming events and especially the exciting 

news about the Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center, it is a 

real plus for education and Sidney. 

 Will we see a note in the next edition of the newsletter reminding 

us of March 2 and 9 in 1937 and the earthquake?  My birthday is March 

9 and how well I remember this shocking event. 

   Marguerite (Mittermaier) Ressler. 

  

 Dear Marguerite, 

 When we received your note, the March newsletter had already 

been printed.  We are sorry we missed your birthday; we hope it was 

an enjoyable one! 

 We didn’t want to disappoint you, so this month we included an 

article about the Anna earthquake written by Paul Workman that 

originally appeared in our March 2012 newsletter. 

 Thank you for being a loyal member of the Shelby County 

Historical Society.  We look forward to bringing you more entertaining 

and educational articles in the future! 

  Most sincerely, 

   SCHS Staff 
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85th Anniversary of the 1937 Earthquakes in Anna, Ohio 
By Paul Workman 

Originally printed March 2012 

 It was Tuesday, March 2, 1937, at 

9:48 A.M. just after a class change at the 

Anna Village School, Anna, Ohio.  There 

was a loud noise, and the building shook as 

things in the rooms fell to the floor.  

Everyone evacuated the building as quickly 

as possible, and all were safe.  It had been 

an earthquake at 4.9 on the Richter scale.  

 Anna, located in west central Ohio 

in Shelby County, has had many recorded 

earthquakes over the years, but not as 

severe as this one.  The students stayed 

across the street until the parents in town 

came to pick them up, and the rural 

students went home in school buses.  The 

teaching staff and some of the older 

students went back into the building to 

recover some items, and they observed 

large cracks in the walls, and in some cases 

“straight through the roof.”  The school 

board assembled and decided that the 

school was unsafe.  In 1926, the new white 

brick school had just been rebuilt as an 

addition to the old 1883 building.  The 

home economics teacher recalled that her 

students were learning to knit; and as the 

girls left the class rather hurriedly, one 

student took her knitting with her but left 

Anna School 1927 

1937-38   Barracks that were brought in  

while the new school was being built 

room with the thread trailing out of the 

building.  Years later in recorded 

interviews with the former students, many 

such humorous stories were told. 

 Many chimneys were shaken from 

the roofs, and some items and plaster were 

on the floor of the houses.  Luckily, there 

were no reports of injuries.  The State 

examined the school building and deemed 

it condemned. 

 The board of education decided to 

hold classes the following Monday in the 

two churches in town, but early Tuesday 

morning at 12:45 A.M. a second quake hit 

the small village with a 5.4 on the Richter 

scale.  This quake left the village almost 

“chimneyless,” and the churches were 

damaged.  A village grocery had a mess 

with merchandise falling to the floor; 

headstones in a cemetery were turned at 

their base, and the water, oil and gas flows 

were interrupted.  One resident told the 

story of how he had an old clock that 

hadn’t run for years.  After the first quake, 

it began to run again, and after the second 

quake, it stopped.  
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  Fifteen residents along the main 

streets of the village offered one room of 

their house for the purpose of holding 

school from March 15 to May 28.  Staff 

members strung a line from house to house 

for the use of a PA system, and the high 

school students changed classes by going to 

another house.  The main highway through 

the village was closed off providing a space 

for recess and gym activities. 

 During the summer while the old 

building was being torn down, the War 

Department of the United States granted 

the use of CCC (Civilian Conservation 

Corps) barracks, which were transported 

from Sidney to Anna in time for school to 

start.  They were placed on school 

property, and the students held classes 

there for the 1937-38 school year.  There 

were 18 classrooms for grades 1-12.  The 

barracks had rafters and studs showing with 

no insulation; therefore, each room had a 

potbelly stove which had to be started 

every morning. 

 The Federal Government through the 

Public Works Administration granted 

$67,500. for the construction of a new 

building: the community passed a $55,000. 

bond issue, and the board of education 

collected a $30,000 settlement on an  

earthquake policy that had only been in 

force for four and one-half years. 

 The new building was being built 

while the students had classes in the 

barracks; and nine months after the first 

excavation operation had begun, the 

pupils and teachers of the Anna Village 

School were permitted to enter and start 

the new school year on September 6, 

1938.  It was noted that the footers were 

exceptionally heavy and of reinforced 

concrete; the lower walls were 

seventeen inches thick and tied together 

with header courses of brick work.  All 

steel girders and joists were securely 

anchored.  The structure was erected to 

withstand tremors that may happen in the 

future years.  This 1938 building is still used 

by the middle and high school students of the 

Anna Local Schools, and a number of 

additions have been added over the years to 

help accommodate growth. 

 A 45 minute silent 16 mm home movie 

was taken by two teachers from 1936-1939. 
In 2004, Paul Workman  started a project to 

place the old film on DVD for posterity. The 

film has been restored and was mainly of 

students who were in school during those 

years and their activities.   

Crack in the schools wall. 

The rebuilt Anna School 1938 



 

 Trying times during and after war often show us both 

the worst and, surprisingly, the best aspects of humanity. As 

the situation with Russia and Ukraine worsens by the day, we 

are reminded of past wars, and the aftermath their destruction 

incurred. Upon witnessing the famine and devastation in 

Europe first-hand after WWII, one local farmer decided it 

was the responsibility of the American people to take it upon 

themselves individually and show the neighborly kindness 

that war-torn Germany so desperately needed, thus answering 

the age-old question, “Who is my neighbor?”  

 Lewis Warbington, a farmer from 

Turtle Creek Township and local leader 

with both the Shelby County and Ohio 

Farm Bureau, was conscripted by the State 

Dept. to serve on a 5-month mission by 

the U. S. government to take a look at 

their agricultural methods and help 

encourage the German government to 

rebuild the country upon democratic 

principles. After learning what sort of 

problems many German farmers faced, 

Warbington gave them feedback as to how a farmer in 

America might overcome a similar situation if such arose. 

While abroad, he also visited Nuremburg during the war 

crime trials and saw the criminals responsible for Germany’s 

trouble face to face. One memorable moment, however, 

impacted the course of Warbington’s life forever. While in 

Wiesbaden, a lone girl stood about collecting cigarette butts 

as they were flicked away to resell them on the black market 

to get money for food for her famished family. Reminded of 

his own grandchildren, Warbington decided it was “common 

people of all countries of the world acting 

together” who could save the peace amid all 

the turmoil. 

 Upon his return to Shelby County, 

Warbington brought with him the following 

three observations: 1. the German people 

must have more food in order to prevent 

starvation; 2. they must start manufacturing 

goods in order to build up credit and buy 

additional goods and supplies; and 3. the 

people of Germany must understand 

America and know the factors that make for 

a successful democracy. An idea began to form in his head 

for an innovative way that he and the rest of his neighbors 

could offer a one-of-a-kind international food aid program. 

Warbington initially spoke with local granges, who backed 

his idea 100% to send Europe aid. After meeting with Farm 

Bureau President William Joslin, it was decided that the 

granges and bureau would work together to accomplish this 

herculean task. Lewis Warbington, William Joslin, Lyman 

Allen, and William Hoewischer formed a committee to 

contact other groups in the community, from which 13 

members emerged representing agricultural organizations, 

churches, schools, civic associations, clubs, and veteran’s 

organizations. Although a few servicemen were skeptical 

about sending aid to their once enemy, most agreed it was 

foolish to let innocent children suffer from the ravages of 

war. The Neighbors in Action program was now in full 

motion. 

  The NIA committee felt that Ralph Wiessinger was 

the most logical choice as chairman for the campaign since 

he was well-liked within both the rural and urban 

communities through his work as funeral director of the 

Wiessinger Memorial Home on Ohio Ave. in Sidney. A goal 

was set to collect money from each of the 7,452 families 

residing in Shelby County. Eager to contribute, K. P. 

Schneider of Kettlersville was the first to donate towards the 

campaign, keeping his receipt as a fond memento. Multiple 

organizations donated funds to their efforts in garnering food 

for German families, and even the local Boy Scout troops 

donated money. Warbington was thrifty and managed to keep 

the program’s costs low by cutting out the middle man and 

buying local products and items in bulk. A large portion of 

grain came from the Botkins Grain Company and was turned 

into flour by Kuenzel’s Mill in New Bremen where it was 

packaged and ready to be placed into boxes. Drums of lard 

were purchased from the Braun Brothers in Troy and brought 

to the Co-op locker plant in Minster where volunteers 

packaged it into individual containers. 

 Once all of the food was purchased and collected, 

volunteers delivered it to the Slusser-McLean Scraper 

Company in Sidney where a crew of mostly women 

dominated the assembly line to pack all of 

the cardboard boxes. Each package 

weighed nearly 30 lbs. and contained flour, 

sugar, lard, rolled oats, coffee, dried milk, 

applesauce, peas, pork and beans, and 

raisins that would supplement the rations 

many of the Germans were already 

receiving. One of the most important items 

included in the boxes was a letter, written 

by families that donated at least $5 towards 

the cause, extending friendship and 

camaraderie between the two nations that 

were once at war with one another. The last volunteer on the 

assembly line also added the following note in German: 

“Dear Friend, We are a group of farmers, merchants, 

ministers, and people of all walks of life in Shelby County, 

Ohio, U.S.A., sending you a package of food. Do not accept 

this as charity but as a gift from a friend to a friend. After you 

have received this package, please sit down and write the 

donor family about yourself and any other matters you wish 

them to know.” Once  the cardboard box was completed,  



 

two steel bands were fastened around the cardboard box per 

US shipping regulations. At the end of the week, all were 

loaded onto semi-truck trailers. 

 On Friday night, July 23, 1948, more than a thousand 

people gathered around the north side of the court square for 

a special send-off ceremony. Lewis Warbington’s idea that 

had grown into the Neighbors in Action 

program ended up supplying 8,000 care 

packages, weighing more than 250,000 lbs., 

and was valued at $48,000 (roughly worth 

$560,000 today). They filled eight semi-

trucks from Subler Trucking of Versailles 

and were lined up along Poplar St. between 

Ohio Ave. and Main Ave. The ceremony 

started at 8 PM with the American Legion 

Band performing a concert followed by a 

prayer and benediction by two local ministers. Next, U.S. 

Congressman William McCulloch of Piqua and Sidney’s 

Mayor Waldo Patton made their remarks, followed by a 

speech by Ohio’s Governor Thomas J. Herbert. Carl 

Weygandt, Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court spoke 

last, praising the “kindliness, friendliness, and unselfishness” 

of the Shelby County residents. At the end of the ceremony 

two young children, Carolyn Dickhaut and Johnny Davidson, 

cut a ribbon to signify that the shipment’s journey overseas 

was ready to embark!  

 Traveling the 625 miles from Sidney, Ohio to New 

York City took the caravan several days. Signs draped across 

the trucks read “Neighbors in 

Action, 8000 Food Peace 

Packages for Europe, Sidney, 

Shelby County, Ohio” while a 

Pontiac led the procession. 

Seated within the Pontiac 

driven by John Richards were 

Lewis Warbington, Harvey 

Hoewischer, and Frank 

Pfaadt. They had a 

megaphone attached to the vehicle and loudly proclaimed 

their story to each community the packages passed through. 

Once they reached New York City, a police escort met them 

at the entrance to the tunnel under the Hudson River and led 

them through the city until they reached the shipping wharf. 

Arrangements had been made for 7,000 packages to be 

shipped across the ocean by the ship “Flying Enterprise” with 

a large portion of the cost covered by the Council of Relief 

Agencies Licensed for Operation in Germany (CRALOG), an 

NGO established in 1946 to provide aid via multiple member 

organizations. The remaining 1,000 packages were sent via 

plane as part of the famous Berlin Airlift. Coincidentally, one 

of the pilots was Capt. Carl Reidelbaugh, who knew Lewis 

Warbington from when he was one of the members of the 

first youth farm bureau council in Van Wert County, Ohio. 

 Lewis Warbington was concerned about the packages 

arriving safely and was granted free military passage through 

General Lucius Clay, the Commander-in-Chief of U.S. forces 

in Europe and military governor of Germany who oversaw 

the transportation of food and supplies during the Soviet 

blockade. On Aug. 8, Warbington left for Germany and  

helped with the distribution of 1,000 packages in each of the 

following seven cities: Bremen, Kassel, Frankfurt, 

Wiesbaden, Stuttgart, Munich and Nuremburg. After 

receiving their Neighbors in Action packages, letters of 

gratitude from families in each of those cities began to flood 

mailboxes in Shelby County. Warbington alone received over 

3,000! Those in the community that knew 

German were sought to help translate the 

influx of thank you letters received. Rev. F. 

J. Mittermaier of St. Jacob’s Lutheran 

Church in Anna alone helped translate well 

over 1,000 within the first month or so. 

One such letter from Harry Grunske read, 

“For all the charity that came out of this 

package we have to tell you many thanks. 

That delicious coffee is not being drunk 

without thinking of its noble-minded dispenser. It is a real 

drink of the gods. With all my heart I’ve got to say thanks a 

million and that is not enough either.” Letters continued to 

trickle in, with several families maintaining correspondence 

for many years afterwards. Some, such as Roger and Eileen 

Watkins’ family, would even send their German counterparts 

“cheer boxes” at Christmas time containing food and 

clothing.  

 The success of the Neighbors in Action program was 

seen nationwide, with articles published in multiple 

newspapers and various radio stations covering the program. 

However, it is undecided if the program had the largest 

impact on those receiving the boxes in Germany or the 

Shelby Countians that gave their time and resources to 

package them. Many were reminded 

of the neighborliness seen in a 

bygone era, where the community 

would come together to get the job 

done no matter the cost. This is an 

attribute seldom seen in today’s 

world where so many are focused 

only on their own nuclear families 

instead of those that are potentially 

suffering around them as well. Lewis 

Warbington was described as a great 

leader and excellent organizer of the 

Neighbors in Action program, even 

though he did have his doubts when 

it spiraled from just including Farm 

Bureau Council No. 5 to involving multiple organizations 

throughout the county. Several years later, the German 

Government honored the efforts taken in Shelby County by 

presenting Lewis Warbington with a sterling silver plate 

etched with the words “Dankspende des Deutschen Volkes” 

which roughly translates to “Gift of Gratitude from the 

German Nation.” Only six such plates were handed out after 

WWII, and only three made their way to the United States. 

One was presented to former President Herbert Hoover for 

humanitarian aid, while the other was given to an American 

home demonstration agent. 

 

Written by Jane Bailey with information 

provided by Jim Sayre’s publications. 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
APRIL 1957 - 75 YEARS AGO 

COMPILED BY ANNE MORROW 
 

SIDNEY (6th) Dick Steinke established himself as one of 
the local bowling set’s top keglers today, after racking up a 
torrid 644 aggregate in the Town and Country league, at 
the Recreation Parlors on Sunday afternoon.  Steinke 
supported his fine total with a splendid 224 game in pacing 
Sexauer’s Bakery to a 4-0 shutout of Salm and Sons, with 
Bob Francis getting a 192 and 504 for the losers.  
Meanwhile Dick Neville got an appraising 215 and a 460 
series as Anna Marie’s front-running Beauty Shop blanked 
the Sidney Company’s crew, 4-0.  Earl Francis and Dick 
Ritter scored a 167 and 413 for the Chips.  Town & 
Country Team Standings.  A. Marie’s Beauty Shop. W 
671/2/L361/2.  Sexauer’s Bakery 63W/L48.  Jackson’s 
Market W56/L48.  Jack & Jill W481/2 L551/2.  Salm & 
Sons W401/2 L531/2.  Sidney Chip Co. W371/2 L661/2. 
 

JACKSON CENTER (10th) This 1,000 population town 
was the scene of its first major factory convention this 
week and learned that Airstream Trailers, Inc., its No 1 
industry: Is shooting at a $2 ¼ million sales volume in 
1957.  2-Hopes to have 1,000 trailer units pass over its 
assembly lines during the 12 months.  To accomplish these 
goals, a 50 percent increase in production has been 
scheduled.  Many of the delegates arrived in their own 
trailers, setting up a miniature trailer town within a town to 
offset lack of hotel accommodations.  Trailers were ringed 
in the semi-circle around the company’s factory building on 
the west edge of Jackson Center.  At the present time, the 
company has a two month backlog of orders for domestic 
sales. 
 

SIDNEY (11th) Valley City considered its indoor rifle 
firing a big success today after topping the famed Annie 
Oakley’s of Greenville in a special final match at the local 
Armory on Thursday night.  The encounter found an 
unusual twist in a local gunner besting Ivan Grilliot, one of 
Anne Oakley’s leading shots. 
 

SIDNEY (17th) “Bunny…rabbit…hare?  Whatever you 
might call it, there will be two” says the Venture Club 
members.  Whoever is presented the $$$ bunny will receive 
and extra hare…a live one.  For their Easter project the 
club members dressed a stuffed rabbit in 25 one dollar bills 
to be awarded at the Bee Zee Beauty Shop.  As a special 
attraction the awarding of a live bunny will be made to the 
winner of the $$$ project. 
 

SIDNEY (30th) Mrs. Robert (Clare) Arnold is a recent 
graduate of Frederick’s Beauty Academy at Lima.  She is 
establishing her beauty shop, the Ro Clare Beauty Salon, at 
their residence, 309 Jefferson street.  Mrs. Joan (Fogt) 
Applegate is working with Mrs. Arnold and is manager. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT 

APRIL 1922 - 100 YEARS AGO 
COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW 

 

SIDNEY (7TH) A handsome new electric sign has been 
erected at the Wagner House advertising the Wagner 
House restaurant…Emerson Deam, the Overland and 
Willys Knight dealer, has his new quarters in the new 
garage on S. Main avenue nicely fitted up for the display of 
his automobiles.  He has models of the Willys Knight and 
the Overland.  His room is just south of the entrance to 
the Knupp Garage. 
 

SWANDER-A music entertainment will be given in the 
Reformed church in Swanders by the pupils of Franklin 
township schools on Friday night April 7th, commencing at 
7:30 o’clock under the direction of W. L. Gebhart and 
teachers of the township, assisted by the kinder garden 
quartet of Wapakoneta.  Admission Free. 
 

SIDNEY (14th) Where as it is recognized that all good and 
perfect gifts come from above and whereas all happiness 
and properity center and culminate in the salvation of man 
made possible thru the meditation of Jesus Christ, who 
died on the Cross to redeem mankind:  Therefore, I, E.E. 
Trout, Mayor of the city of Sidney, do hereby respectfully 
request that in due recognition of this fact the merchants 
close their places of business during the hours of the 
Crucifixion, from 12 to 3 p.m. April 14, and join with all 
other citizens in prayerful meditation on the Great Theme 
for which this day is significant at the accustomed places of 
worship.  Signed- E.E.Trout, Mayor. 
 

SIDNEY (21st) Louis Schiff, aged about 70 years whose 
home is at the corner of N. Miami avenue and Shelby 
Street, wandered away from his home about 3 pm 
Thursday afternoon.  He was located at Piqua late Friday 
afternoon and his brother went to that city after him and 
brought him back home.  His mysterious disappearance 
was reported to the police and fire officials Thursday 
evening and they immediately began to institute a search 
for him. 
 

SIDNEY (28th) The Tippecanoe city chapter of the Phi 
Delta Kappa Fraternity enjoyed a joint meeting with the 
Sidney Phi Delts Monday evening at their Fraternity Home 
on South Main avenue.  The regular business meeting of 
the chapter was enjoyed followed by a smoker and card 
part. 
 

MAPLEWOOD-A musical cantata is to be given by the 
pupils of the Maplewood school Thursday evening, May 4, 
1922 at the K. of P. Hall.  Doors will open at 7:30 pm.  
Entertainment will begin promptly at 8 o’clock.  Reserved 
seats on sale at S. C. Retter’s Hardware store at 10 and 20 
cents each. 
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