
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 
Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

  Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

Welcome New Members 

No new members this month 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

April 2024 Edition 

 On April 11, 2024, from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Senior Center of Sidney-Shelby County, 304 S. West 
Avenue, Robert Kroeger will do a barn painting of a 
local barn along with sharing the history of the old 
wooden barns and what they add to Shelby County’s 
landscape. This year the Shelby County Alliance is not 
doing a barn calendar or note cards, but Dr. Robert 
Kroeger is offering to come to Shelby County and paint a 
portrait of a local barn to capture the rich history of barns 
in Shelby County. 
 Kroeger, a barn history buff, wants to create 
paintings of the historic barns in the area and learn their stories. Shelby 
County Historical Society will be the beneficiary of his passion. He will 
also be doing a fundraiser for the society on this day. Details can be found 
at https://www.robertkroeger.com/event/197063/shelby-county-historical-
society-fundraiser.  This event is open to the public. 
 Dr. Robert Kroeger, Cincinnati-based artist and author, will be 
visiting Shelby County in April in search of old barns (built prior to 1930) 
and their compelling stories.  Kroeger’s paintings will be sold as a 
fundraiser for the historical society – as will sales of his books, Historic 
Barns of Ohio, published by The History Press/Arcadia, and Round Barns 
of America published by Acclaim Press. Both books sold out of their first 
printing within a year of publication, but are now available both through 
the historical society and through online sites. 

Dr. Kroeger Returns 

Dr. Kroeger is a 
retired dentist. 

https://www.robertkroeger.com/event/197063/shelby-county-historical-society-fundraiser
https://www.robertkroeger.com/event/197063/shelby-county-historical-society-fundraiser


 

2 

Volunteers 

February Volunteer Info: 
 24 Volunteers 

253 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 
February: 
Mike Jones 

Bob Shoffner 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In February,    
 275 people participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for March: 

 

Sidney 28th—Morrow Bar & Grill 
1948 Hardin—Steven Tyler 

 

Who found the clues: 
 

Gary Bonifas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          The clue will be found ONLY in    
                         the “Out of the Past” section. 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 The Shelby County Historical Society was honored to host this year’s Ohio Local History Alliance 
Region 7 meeting at the Ross Historical Center in March.  West Central Ohio is the location for Region 7.  
Every year a different member of Region 7 hosts the yearly meeting.  Fourteen different societies and 
organizations participated in the meeting this spring.  The theme of the day was “The Children are the Future: 
Young Historian Clubs and Other Ways to Involve Students.” 

County Commissioner Tony Bornhorst 
welcomed our guests. 

Natalie Fritz, OLHA Trustee and 
Curator of Library and Archives, Clard 

County Historical Society  
and Melissa Shaw OLHA  

1st Vice President. 

Joey DiFranco, FireWatch 
Design, presented “What’s Your 
Story?” Finding a Narrative to 

Make Sense of Your Collections. 
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 On April 18th, the Wallace Family Learning 
and Innovation Center will be celebrating its one-year 
anniversary since opening its doors in 2023. Over the 
past year we have hosted over 1500 visitors and tours 
to many different groups including 
• Chamber of Commerce Leadership Academy 
• Downtown Business Alliance 
• First United Methodist Church 
• Fort Loramie Historical Association 
• Freedom Road Rally 
• Shelby County Soil and Water 
• Sidney City Schools 
• YP Connect  
• and many more! 
 
 A plethora of visitors have journeyed to the 
Learning Center from all across the state of Ohio, the 
country, and even the world! We are happy to 
announce that over this past year, we hosted people 
from over nine different states and four foreign 
countries: Australia, Brazil, Canada, and Japan. It is 
our goal to have a group of patrons just as diverse 
over the next year. 
 
 In October of 2023, the Shelby County 
Historical Society was honored with an Outstanding 

Achievement 
Award from the 
Ohio Local History 
Connection for the 
development of the 
Learning Center. 
 
 

 

 The Learning Center also received a 
Beautification award from the Chamber of Commerce 
in the fall of 2022. 

 For those who have not visited yet, the 
Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center hosts 
six unique galleries that each focus on a different 
aspect as well as key leaders from throughout Shelby 
County’s history. They are as follows: 
• Our Legacy Begins 
• Onward and Upward 
• Our Land’s Bounty 
• Industrial Ingenuity 
• People of Impact 
• Opportunity Awaits 
 
 Each gallery contains a hands-on interactive 
that coincides with material covered within that area. 
For example, in our Onward and Upward gallery there 
is a steam engine that will begin to run as soon as the 
gauges are set to the correct temperature and pressure. 
 
 We are happy to announce that the updates to 
the Industrial Ingenuity and Opportunity Awaits 
galleries are finally complete and in operation! 
 

 If you or anyone you know may be interested 
in having a group tour of the Learning Center, please 
don’t hesitate to call the Historical Society’s office at 
937-498-1653 or send an email to 
wflicenter.schs@gmail.com!  

An Open House will be held at 

the Learning Center on Thurs., 

April 18 from 4-6 PM 
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1936 Expedition to Akbulak, Siberia 

 Dr. Clyde Fisher participated in multiple 
scientific expeditions after his first to the arctic 
Lapland in 1924. One such expedition was not only 
to photograph but also record a motion picture of the 
total solar eclipse that occurred on June 19, 1936. A 
solar eclipse is a phenomenon that occurs when the 
moon passes between the earth and the sun, either 
totally or partially obscuring a view of the sun. 

 That year, the path of totality for the eclipse 
extended from the Mediterranean Sea across Greece 
and eastern Europe and northern Asia to Japan, 
Siberia, and the Pacific Ocean. A total of 40 
expeditions were set up by different nations along 
the path of totality, 28 of which were operated by the 
Soviet Union. At this time, this was the largest scale 
study of an astronomical event in the world. 
Astronomers were also eager to test how star’s rays 
bent when passing around the sun in accordance with  
Einstein’s theory of relativity. 

 Since the eclipse would not be visible in the 
United States, an expedition was formed to by 
Harvard and Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT). Not wanting 
to be delayed, Dr. 
Fisher and his team 
left for the expedition 
on May 15. Upon 
their arrival, the 
Americans set up a 
base for observation 
in freight cars near 
the Soviet Russian 
camp in the vicinity 
of Akbulak, an area 
occupied mostly by 
native peoples.  

 Members of the expedition were afraid they 
would oversleep and miss the cosmic event; several 
even had dreams of that instance occurring and were 
afraid of going to bed the night of June 18.  Despite 

Dr. Clyde Fisher and Dr. 
Donald H. Menzel—Leader of 
the Harvard Eclipse Expedition 

A Shelby County Boy Fell in Love with the Stars 

 On May 22, 1878, George Clyde Fisher was 
born on a small farm in Orange Township, just 
southeast of Sidney. He attended a one-room 
schoolhouse and later the Ohio Normal University 
(now called Ohio Northern) in Ada. Fisher returned 
to Shelby County and taught in the same one-room 
schoolhouse his siblings attended, which was also 
how he met his first wife, Bessie Wiley. Later, he 
attended Miami University in Oxford and got his 
doctorate from Johns Hopkins University in 1913. 

 From his first look through his brother Otto’s 
telescope, Clyde was enamored with the night sky. 
He made it his life's mission to discover as much as 
he could about the heavens, teaching others his 
findings along the way. Dr. Fisher secured a job at 

the American Museum of 
Natural History after 
obtaining his doctorate. 
He was instrumental in 
establishing the Hayden 
Planetarium, where he 
was its first curator and 
chief astronomer. After 
28 years of hard work, 
Dr. Fisher retired from 
the planetarium in 1941. 
He passed away a few 
years later in 1949. 

 Throughout his years working at the museum 
and planetarium, Clyde was fortunate to be able to 
travel all across the world to witness and record a 
multitude of geological and cosmic events, several 
of which happened to be solar eclipses, just like the 
one Shelby County will experience this month on 
April 8. Two trips in particular took him outside of 
the United States. In June of 1936, he traveled to 
Siberia as part of the Harvard Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Expedition, and a year later 
in June of 1937, he traveled to the mountains of Peru 
with the American Museum Expedition. 

Written by Jane Bailey 
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 People living in the 
United States thousands of 
miles away were able to 
experience this eclipse in 
their own homes via the 
Columbia Broadcasting 
System (CBS Radio) 
network. According to an 
article in the Dayton Daily 
News, a CBS crew left for 
Peru with two sets of short-
wave radio field equipment 
and included William Perry as announcer and 
Raymond Newby as engineer. 

 The five sites chosen in Peru for observation 
of the eclipse were located within the Andes 

mountain range at an elevation greater than 10,000 
feet with no cloud coverage and no threat of rain on 
that date. The group of astronomers and CBS 

attachés spent multiple days planning and testing at 
the “great wind-blown plateau” 
outside of Lima. 

 At the onset of the eclipse, 

Maj. Stevens flew a Douglas plane, 
on loan from the Pan American 
Airways, straight along the path of 

totality. It transported a team of 
trained photographers with special 
cameras developed by the Eastman 

Research engineers in Rochester, 
NY. The passengers on this flight 
experienced the closest view of the 

eclipse of anyone on Earth at that 
time. 

 

In Conclusion 

 Dr. Clyde Fisher observed a multitude of 
total and partial eclipses during his lifetime, one of 

which occurred in New York City. People recall 
seeing him travel to the NY Zoo in the Bronx with 
his binoculars under his arm despite the threat of 

impending rain so he could observe the eclipse from 
the best vantage point. We are truly lucky to be able 
to observe the upcoming eclipse from within our 

own community, one of thousands along the 125 
mile path of totality. Hopefully the weather will 
cooperate on April 8 just as it did on several 

occasions for Dr. Fisher! 

three days of rain, the clouds thinned by 7 AM the 
morning of June 19, just in time for the solar eclipse. 
Dr. Fisher was able to capture this photograph of the 

sun’s corona among others as 
well as record a motion picture 
with his Akeley camera, shown 
at the Hayden Planetarium in 
September after his return to 
New York City. 

 The beautiful rays of this 
eclipse’s corona (wispy streams 
of plasma radiating from the 

surface of the sun) were considered to be much 
longer than usual and appeared in the shape of a five 
pointed star. Rays for the corona correlate with the 
sunspot cycle, which the one this April is predicted 
to be “at its largest and spikiest” during totality. 

 

1937 Hayden Planetarium - Grace Peruvian 
Eclipse Expedition 

 Less than a year after his trip 
to Siberia, Dr. Fisher was again 
traveling abroad to head an 
expedition to witness a solar eclipse. 
This time around, he and his second 
wife (Te Ata) traveled to a location 
just outside of Lima, Peru. 
Accompanying them on this journey 
were 6 other prominent astronomers, 
including Maj. Albert W. Stevens of 
Dayton, who joined as part of the 
National Geographic Society Army 
Air Corps expedition. 

 

 The June 8, 1937, Eclipse was the greatest 
eclipse in 1200 years at that time, and the second 
longest eclipse the world has experienced to this 
date, with the longest occurring in 1955. It lasted a 
total of 424 seconds, spanning a width of 180 miles 
and a length of  8000 miles from the Pacific Ocean 
just west of the International Date Line (meaning it 
was observed there at sunrise on June 9th) towards 
South America where it ended in Peru right before 
sunset on the 8th. 

Corona of the sun at 
Akbulak in 1936 

Scan this QR code to view a short film from the 1937 
Solar Eclipse Expedition! 

Dr. Clyde Fisher with his Akeley 
Camera fitted with a telephoto lens 
to photograph the eclipse in Peru. 

(Photo taken by Te Ata) 

Broadcasting Unit for the 
Eclipse Expedition with 
CBS Radio Announcer 
William Perry on Right 
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RESPECT 
Written by Brant Fahnestock 

Below is the gravestone for my aunt to 
whom I referred in my March article. I had made it 
from a piece of quarry stone cut, ground, and 
engraved myself. This is the promise I made out of 
my RESPECT.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now I’m looking at creating a sign for 
Angel Street Cemetery, as shown below.  I’ve 
discovered many gravestones there are broken, 
fallen over, or illegible.  After unsuccessfully 
presenting my plan to the Township Trustees 
because of their limited funding, I was frustrated 
to hear their decision to disallow my work there.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 Rethinking my project, I decided to focus 
on restoring veteran’s headstones: cleaning, 
restoring inscriptions, and replacing headstones on 
their bases as shown below.   

Fallen Civil  
War Soldier  

Edward M. Danford 

Proposed signage 

 My goal now as part of the America 250 
celebration is to work on this project for the next 
three years.  I would hope others would be inspired 
to help prevent what I consider great disrespect.  
This would include the stacking of gravestones 
around tree trunks or even worse stacking of 
gravestones so there is no chance at knowing 
whose grave site had been left unmarked.  This 
practice seems shameful to me.  So does removing 
gravestones and placing them on a cement pad.  
Again, there is no chance to know the actual 
gravesite. 

 My hope is to get others to help in my quest 
to restore respect to these fallen veterans.  My great 
goal is to clean monuments and install signs at the 
various cemeteries.  I know my goal is huge, but I 
am hoping others will contact me through the 
Shelby County Historical Society and answer this 
call to action – out of respect. 

Wesley Chapel on Lochard Road, half a 
mile south from State Route 119. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
APRIL-1924-100 Yrs. Ago 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (4th)-A new business will be opened in this city 
this month when Leroy Bland, will open up an up to date 
Music Store in the room formerly occupied by the Maxwell 
Store on North Main avenue.  The store will carry a 
complete line of Columbia machines and records, pianos, 
Mellotron and radios.  The line of Pianos will be famous 
Duo Art Player pianos upon which are reproduced all the 
productions of famous artists, the Steinway, Weber, Steck, 
etc, Grand and Upright.  The line of radios to be carried 
are Crosley and Radio Corporation.  The date of the formal 
opening has not yet been announced. 
 

SIDNEY (6th)-FOR SALE:  FOR SALE-Two ideal 
homes, 7 room and 6 room, just the homes for retired 
farmer or the city man with the conveniences of the city 
without the burdens of the city tax, ten minutes walk from 
square.  Address Fred T. Johnston, 215 Oak Ave., Phone 
797S. 
 

SIDNEY (10th)-W. H. Persinger is in a serious condition 
at his home on S. Main avenue, the result of being 
overcome Wednesday by poisonous gas fumes.  Mr. 
Persinger was doing some work in the cellar at his home.  
The gas from a hot plate was burning to heat some water 
and with no way to escape the fumes filled the room.  Mr. 
Persinger was over come and has been seriously ill ever 
since.  Drs. Pepper and Gudenkauf were called to attend 
him.  They say that he is in a critical condition on account 
of a weak heart. 
 

SIDNEY (11th)-It was decided at the last gathering of the 
members of the Sidney Retail Merchants Association to 
close the stores on Good Friday from 12 o’clock noon to 3 
p.m.  The significance of Good Friday is more and more 
realized and it is the reason the Association decided to 
close for the 3 hours and suspend the usual business 
transaction during the hours of the crucifixion. 
 

INFO (30TH)-Henry Ford’s Detroit, Toledo & Ironton 
railroad will be entirely rebuilt, double tracked, fully 
electrified and brought up to the standard maintained in 
the Ford factories before the plans that the Detroit 
manufacturer has under consideration are completed.” We 
did not buy this railroad,” he said, “because we wanted to 
own a railroad.  We didn’t want to go into the railroad 
business.  It was simply that the right way interfered with 
some extension of our River Rouge plant.  The railroad 
wanted so much money for a small portion of its land that 
we thought it would be cheaper to buy the whole railroad.”  
Of the entire freight carried by Detroit, Toledo & Ironton 
from 40 to 60 percent is Ford Motor Co., freight. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT 

1904 APRIL 120 Yrs. Ago 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

UNO-Lee Lattimer is canvassing our proposed mail route 
for a patent mail box…The Uno Democratic club is at on 
a play which they intend to give in the near future…Arthur 
Roth fell out of a hay mow last week and sprained his 
ankle.  Arthur now hobbles around on three legs. 
 

RUSSIA-John Francis (Windy Bill) moved on a farm near 
Newport Wednesday.  Felix Francis will occupy the house 
vacated by John Francis…Some miscreant has been 
breaking down fruit trees here.  Should he be caught he 
will be severely dealt with. 
 

SIDNEY-Mr. Thedieck had his regular spring opening last 
week, but he is now having a special Easter display.  Many 
beautiful novelties are to be seen.  He has also added a new 
line of the stylish Gage and Phipps hates of which he had a 
display two weeks ago and sold out.  Mrs. Nora Crusey and 
Miss Adelaide James are in charge of the millinery 
department which shows the work of their artistic hands. 
 

BELLEFONTAINE (15TH)-Rev. B. J. Beckemyer, Dr. J. 
W. Costolo, Fred Montanus, Irene Eshman, Hugh 
Doorley, Jerry O’Connell, Al Wurstner, Patrick Hanfin, O. 
P. Amann, Fred Amann, John Tompkins, George Reinish, 
Charles Weingartner, J. P. Brandwie, John Derrick, Will 
Mayer and Will Psalm, of this city, George and Ed Benkert, 
George Peffer, August Clouse and Leo Thoma, of Piqua, 
members of the Knights of Columbus, were in 
Bellefontaine Sunday to confer the first degree on a class 
of candidates in that city, among whom were Grs Henke 
and Peter J. Sherer, of this city.  The work was done in the 
O.O.O.F. hall and visiting knights were present from 
several of the surrounding cities.  The visitors were royally 
entertained by the Bellefontaine Knights.  The Sidney 
Knights returned home about 9 o’clock Sunday evening. 
 

SHELBY CT (29th)-Rural route Number 1 commencing 
at post office at Swanders, thence, east one and one-forth 
miles, north one mile, northwest one mile, south east one 
and seven-eights mile, west one mile, north one mile, west 
one mile, north one half mile, thence northwest and north 
one mile, then west two miles, south one half mile, thence 
west to St. Patrick’s two and one-half miles, thence south 
one mile, east three-forth mile, south one mile, east to Uno 
one mile, thence north one mile, west one-half mile, east 
one and one-half miles, thence north and north east one 
mile, thence south east one and one-forth miles, thence 
east to post office two and three-eights miles.  Total length 
of route twenty five and one-half miles.  Area covered 
fourteen square miles.  Number of homes 122, population 
served 610.  This route is to be started June 1. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
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Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  
Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, LaTrisha Reed, and Ashliegh 
Maurer.     
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Phil Abbott 
Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Farmers and Merchants State Bank 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 
David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


