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Welcome 

New Members: 
Scott and Cheryl Spinner, Sidney 

Joyce Arnold, Sidney 
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Voices of Shelby County Villages Exhibit Opens 
 The Shelby County Historical Society is proud to announce the 
opening of our latest exhibit “Voices of Shelby County Villages.”  
 We would like to start by giving a big thank you to the team that 
pulled this exhibit together for us: Faye Spangler, Jeanne Schlagetter, 
Julie Gilardi, Elaine Fitchpatrick, Brenda Hall, and Paul Workman.   
 This month’s Historical Highlights will continue with our “Shelby 
County Villages” articles with the story of Swanders. 

 The Shelby County Historical Society hosted an open house on 
April 19, 2012, from 6-8 p.m. honoring Laura Richards and the families from 
Shelby County who have continued Richard’s mission by adopting children from 
China. For those in attendance it quickly became a night that we will all never 
forget.  The evening began with Becky Powers and Xiaomei Lucas greeting 
every guest and sharing some refreshments. The children’s faces glowed as 
Lucas shared a loving moment with each child and then talked with each family 
on how these children joined their families. 
 Powers gave a slide presentation, which showed Laura Richards and 
many of the children that she adopted in China.  Powers then gave a quick 
overview of Richard’s life. She then introduced Xiaomei Lucas who was a step 
granddaughter of Richard. She shared what life was like for her mother 
(Humble) after Richards left China. 
 Lucas answered many questions from the audience which caused her to 
tell her story. When she was very young, her mother was a nurse and her father a 
business man. Humble took her to a daycare ran by the hospital. Her mother was 
only able to visit Lucas for short periods of time, and sometimes the visits were 
over three months apart. 
 When Lucas was ready to start school, she was allowed to leave the day 
care. For three months she had to walk two miles one way to school, but it was 
the happiest time of her life.  She came home every night to her family.  It 
wasn’t long before the government forced her father to give up his business and 
forced her mother to practice only  nursing in the countryside because of her 
mother’s connection with an American citizen. This was a hard time for Lucas’, 
her mother would be gone for sometimes up to a year, and she had to walk five 
miles to school one way and take care of her father.  It was not until she was in 
high school that their family was 
allowed to move back to Beijing.  
Lucas was behind in school and 
could not go directly from high 
school into college.  She had to 
attend an alternate school for two 
years. She graduated from college, 
and went to work for GE where she 
met her husband. They moved with 
the company to Wisconsin and then 
to Houston, Texas, where she lives 
now with her husband. 



 

Shelby County Historical Society to  

Host Book Signing By Local Author 
 Victoria M. Lowery, graduate of Lehman High School, will 
be in Sidney next month to share with the community her new 
book Love Happily Ever After.  The Shelby County Historical 
Society will host a book signing at the Ross Historical Center on 
Saturday, May 12

th 
at 3:30 pm. 

 Ms. Lowery, a native of Piqua, Ohio, is no stranger to 
Shelby County.  After graduating from Lehman High School and 
from Wright State University with her BA, she decided to make 
Shelby County her home.  A resident of Sidney from 1991-2003, 
she was very active in the community. Ms. Lowery taught step 

and water aerobics at the Sidney YMCA, hosted a live show from the Shelby County 
Fair for Channel 13 Productions, and volunteered with the Shelby County United Way.  
She was also the president of the Sidney Cooperative Nursery School and ran the 
Mothers and Others program for New Neighbors in Sidney.  
 It was during her residency that Ms. Lowery was crowned Mrs. Ohio in 2001 and 
in 2003 she helped organize the first Apple Festival to celebrate Ohio’s Bicentennial.  
She was an original member of the Applefest Steering Committee and is responsible 
for launching the Queen Pageant. 
 In 2004 Ms. Lowery became employed as the CEO of the Tipp City Chamber of 
Commerce.  She relocated to Tiffin, Ohio, in 2006, to assume the position of CEO of 
that city’s chamber.  In 2009, Ms. Lowery gained employment at the CEO of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Executives of Ohio (CCEO) and moved to Columbus, Ohio.  
At present she resides in Tiffin, Ohio and works as a life coach and speaker.   
 In Love Happily Ever After, Ms. Lowery writes about overcoming personal 
relationship and life struggles.  She draws on her own life story to help people along 
the road to healing and living a happier, more fulfilled life.  
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VOLUNTEERS 

March Volunteer Info: 
26 Volunteers 
141 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for March: 
Anne Morrow 

Jeanne Schlagetter 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you!  

In March,  141 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

 
The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   

hidden clue this month: 

In the spirit of April Fools’ Day there 
were no clues in April’s edition of 

Historical Highlights!  
 

Person who thought they found a clue:  
Mark Deam 

 
 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in  
the “Out of the Past” section.  
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Swanders 
Franklin Township 
By: Betty Fridley 

 Swanders is a small village situated on the CSX Railroad, about two 
miles south of Anna, west on the Fort Loramie-Swanders Road.  In 1883, 
there were two dry-goods and general stores, one owned by James Swander, 
the other by  Horace E. Forrar.  Also there was a steam saw mill, a tile factory, 
a grain warehouse owned by James Swander, a wagon shop which 
manufactured and repaired both light and heavy wagons, and a blacksmith 
shop. 
 The Dayton and Michigan Railroad was built through Swanders in 1857 
and ten years later was established as a flag station, which means that the train 
stopped only if it was flagged down.  The station was named Swanders 
Crossing, in honor of James Swander, an agent appointed to signal the train to 
stop.   James Swander was also the first postmaster of Swanders Crossing in 
1867.  Horace E. Forrar was postmaster in 1895, when it was renamed 
Swanders.  The post office survived until 1936 when mail was then directed to 
Sidney. 
 A tile mill was built to furnish tile to the farmers to drain the water off 
their farms.  The clay found around Swanders was ground with horse power.  
The tile kiln where the tile was baked to make it hard was the only one in 
Shelby County.  This method made quality tile.  There were 23 kilns in 1883. 
 At the beginning of the 20th century, J.B. Wyatt’s grocery and post 
office was in the middle of downtown Swanders and the center of local 
socializing.  Under the management of Ed Killian, the store was home-base 

for the huckster wagon, a mobile 
shopping center that visited local 
farms.  The first huckster wagons 
were pulled by horses; later versions 
were converted from truck or school 
buses.  The building still stands but 
is now a rundown garage. 
 Now, the only business in 
Swanders is a grain storage elevator 
on the CSX railroad.  There are 
about the same number of dwellings 
now as in 1883. 
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 The Television Production class at Sidney High School was given an 
assignment on how to conduct interviews.  They started this project in 
connection with the Shelby County Historical Society with the goal of 
researching and preserving the history of community leaders.  The following is 

a transcript from one of the interviews. 

Interviewee:  Mr. Dave Ross 

Interviewer:  Monique Hanayik, Sidney High School student 

Date:  January 30, 2012 

Transcription 

Q: What is your grandfather’s name and where was he born? 
A: William A. Ross, Sr.  Born before the turn of the century, I believe it was 1896. 
 

Q: What business did he start? 
A: He was involved in a number of activities that all related to the Aluminum Foundry business, which is what 
initially brought him to Sidney. 
 

Q: Why do you think he decided to start a business here in Sidney? 
A: Sought opportunity.  He made sales calls in this area, on behalf of another organization from Dayton.  He 
sought opportunity to put down some roots and hopefully become successful. 
 

Q: What are your memories of your grandfather and his business? 
A: I was only 6 years old when he passed away on leap year day, back in 1960, but I do have memories of 
him; going fishing with him, going to his office a couple of times.  My major memories are more of the years 
that my father operated the business, roughly from early 1960 up until the early 1980s. 
 

Q: How many employees do you think he had in the onset of his business? 
A: That’s real easy.  Himself.  The business started in Ross Aluminum Foundries, and it had different names 
over the years, but that business originally started in his garage on Bon Air Drive in Sidney with just a couple 
of part time people and himself. 
 

Q: What kind of sacrifices did your family make? 
A: To be honest, this was a guy who both worked hard and played hard, but there was a very driving effort 
toward having a successful business, and eventually Ross Aluminum Foundries ended up being the job 
opportunity for approximately 400 people.  If we fast forward many years, and in fact as we talk about this 
today, it has separated into two different companies that both still carry the “Ross” name and both operate in 
Sidney, and I know one of the things that both Grandfather Ross and also my dad were concerned with was the 
employment opportunities that were provided for local people, and they would be very pleased with what’s 
happening with that today. 
 

Q: So was there anybody who helped get your grandfather into business? 
A: Certainly, there always are.  Over the years, the term employee has been in many cases, replaced by some 
version of the term human resources, and they say the office of human resources is what administers the 
employment process, and I think both Grandfather Ross and my dad looked at the pool of employees as human 
resources.  There were many people over the years that were vital to the success of the business, which [is 
where] most of that group would’ve spent their entire working career, and would’ve retired from the Ross 
organization.  They were viewed as being very important to the success of the business, and there are too many 

people in that group to name them individually. 

Q: How did your grandfather purchase the business, financially? 
A:  There wasn’t really anything to purchase when you start in your own garage.  It’s not like you’re buying an 

existing business.  This had the challenges of starting from scratch, and historically we’re talking about trying  
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to do this during the Depression, which started with the stock market crash in 1929, and it still absolutely 
blows my mind to this day that he could’ve been successful not only in business overall, but in starting a 
business and doing pretty well with it when there are people in line to get a bowl of soup, back in the 1930s.  
It’s absolutely incredible that he was able to pull this off. 
 
Q: How has the business grown since its inception? 
A: This business was already on its feet when WWII would’ve started, and the foundry had always had a 
certain component revolving around aerospace, the defense department, and so forth.  War is a terrible thing, 
but in certain industries, it also is a growth industry.  That would’ve been true in WWII, and that would’ve 
been a chance for the foundry to grow.  I was alive, going through the Sidney City Schools during the Vietnam 
War, and I very specifically remember back then how busy the foundry was, and the fact that my dad just 
wasn’t really sure where the next source of employees would come from.  I remember him personally going 
out to the Sidney Daily News and running ads in the newspaper that were trying to recruit farmers who had 
completed their farming duties in the fall, to come in and work at the foundry during the winter.  That’s how 
tough it was in the labor market back then, and the place was so busy that they needed to fill some voids in 
their employment.  That did meet with some success, and there were a number of agricultural people, who in 
essence, owned their own farming businesses who came in and worked at the foundry. 
 
Q: What organizations and/or donations did your grandfather make to help build Sidney, Ohio? 
A: Something that Grandfather Ross and also my dad both had in common was the belief that you needed to be 
a good citizen of the community in which you did business, that it wasn’t sufficient just to provide jobs and 
operate your business and be successful, that you needed to do more than that.  When the business was more 
mature, that was a major emphasis of my father.  Some of the early things that Grandfather Ross always did 
that my dad continued into the 1960’s and 70’s was one of the divisions of the foundries that was on the south 
end of town, and one time, Grandfather Ross actually operated a nightclub out there.  Later it became a 
catering facility that was used by a couple of different local restaurants, caterers, etc.  The facility was known 
as the Avon Lake Pavilion.  Grandfather Ross donated the use of that building every year for the use of the 
Sidney High School after prom party.  He did a lot of miscellaneous things like that.  I’m sure some things that 
I don’t know about just because of the separation and the ages, but my dad was really into more of the 
philanthropic type thing locally, and in fact, his name is on the local historical center downtown, because my 
brother and I wanted to see his name perpetuated in that way.  He did a lot of things that I’ll give you a few to 
hang your hat on, I think one of the main ones would be my dad and mother purchased the land, and then 
donated it where the YMCA currently stands.  That was done back in the early 1970’s.  The bridge in Tawawa 
Park, the covered bridge, that’s something that he really just loved the concept of covered bridges, and he 
always said “We’ve got to have one of these in Tawawa Park.”  Well, he took care of that.  Also in those days 
in Sidney, there were a lot more larger businesses, manufacturing businesses that were owned locally, and the 
people who had those in many cases, thought it was important to do things around the community, and a lot of 

times with just a few phone calls, it’s amazing what could get done. 

Q: Where were you born and who are your siblings? 
A: I was born at Wilson Memorial Hospital in Sidney on March the 10th, 1954.  If we would ever try to put a 
family reunion together, it’s a little late now; I’m 58 years old almost.  The example I want to give is it would 
be a simple process.  My dad was one of 2, my mom was one of 2, and I was one of 2.  My brother, Dr. Bill 
Ross the 3rd, bears the same name as my grandfather and father, and is retired as a teacher from here at Sidney 
High School.  So there are just two of us.  He now lives in New Orleans, Louisiana.  I live just outside of  
Sidney, about 12 miles up on Lake Loramie.   It’s very important to me to be close to Sidney, where I can get 
in here as often as I need to, to tend to the things that I still see as being important in my life. 
 
Q: What part did you play in the family business? How is it important to you? 
A: I was absolutely a huge factor in Ross Aluminum Foundries.  I mowed the grass there one summer.  That 
was the extent of it.  I can’t take credit for anything else.  My brother actually did work at the foundry for a  
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couple of summers and had some experience in there with that.  It’s interesting that dad sold the business, but 
continued to work there for a number of years.  It was sold in 1969, and I’m sure there would’ve been an 
opportunity for my brother or myself to go there and have careers there, be we decided to go our own direction.  
Bill went into education.  I went into communications, and we just never got into the foundry business, but 
we’re very pleased that the first two generations did.  Oh, and I did a heck of the job mowing the grass. 
 

Q: What is important to you about Shelby County? 
A: It’s home, and I think anybody should feel strongly about where they’re from and about perpetuating the 
roots and about seeing good things happen.  In my case, I have some very strong feelings about the county; I 
have even stronger feelings about Sidney being my hometown, and also the Sidney City Schools.  Sidney City 
Schools have been extremely important to me, and I have been involved in a number of activities, including the 
Hall of Honor and also the establishment of Sidney Memorial Stadium. 
 

Q: What contributions have you made to help shape it? 
A: I think there is such a thing as contributing money, and if you do that by itself, it’s certainly an important 
part of the equation, but if you contribute money with energy and you are personally involved in the activities, I 
think that’s when you can really have an impact and make a difference, and that’s how I try to frame things.  I 
want to financially support things in which I’m also going to be involved. 
 

Q: What organizations are most important to you? 
A: I think I just hit on that.  Sidney City Schools I rank very high with that.  I referred to having my dad’s name 
on the headquarters of the Shelby County Historical Society, and that was a passion that dad had and my 
brother Bill in the area of history, and I’ve become a student of the athletics side, and also how it pertains to 
Sidney City Schools.  That part is really important to all of us, and that’s kind of a common thread between my 
dad, my brother, and myself.  That’s one that’s real important. 
 

Q: How have you used your community leadership in Sidney? 
A: I think there is such a thing as when you support something, when you donate, when you’re involved with 
philanthropy.  I don’t think it’s a great idea to toot your own horn to a huge degree, but if somebody knows that 
you’re involved with a certain activity, you might inspire that person to understand your story.  Then, maybe 
they see something in themselves that says, hey I might want to be involved with this kind of thing.  I’ll give 
you a specific example with me; the Sidney Memorial Stadium, that’s one that I got into pretty deeply, and that 
I’m very proud of each and every time I enter that facility or drive by.  I always knew that eventually someday 
that we would play football here at the high school, and that you’d walk out the back door of the high school, 
and that would be the football stadium, instead of having to get on the bus and go downtown and play games.  
A few years ahead of when Sidney started to put in a new football stadium, Piqua did that, and I found out 
about the guy who made the lead gift down there, and what motivated him to make that gift, and as I found out 
about his story, I decided that I would not only be involved with the project up here, but that there were things 
about his participation that inspired me to go to an even higher level. 
 

Q: What accomplishments do you most admire about your family? 
A:  I think the one that I had the best chance to reflect on would be my father, and he just got a lot of things 
done quietly.  That’s something that I really admired.  A lot of folks around town knew who he was, what he’d 
done, and so forth, but there were a lot of things that he was involved in that he just didn’t toot his horn, he just 
got it taken care of.  I’d say that type of an attitude that you live in an area that part of your mission is not only 
the employment opportunities, the successful business, a good standard of living for yourself and your family.  
There are a lot of things that tie together there, but also the fact that you help elevate the community where this 

has become possible.  That’s something he was big on, and that’s something that I very much buy into. 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago – MAY- 1887 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (7th) – The week when John G. McCune, Treasurer 
of the Incorporated Village of Sidney, came to turn the 
corporation funds over to County Treasurer John Heiser, who 
by law is made the city Treasurer, it was developed that there 
was an apparent deficiency in the city Treasury of long 
standing.  This situation appears to have been known to some 
of our citizens since 1874, and it is a most remarkable thing 
that it was not generally known, or that no proper steps have 
ever been taken to straighten it out, until the present time, 
when Mr. Heiser refused to enter on the duties of city 
treasurer until the deficiency is cleared up.  The matter is now 
in the hands of the Finance Committee of the city Council, 
who are trying to find what the real facts are.  Sam 
McCullough was Treasurer of Sidney since the year 1870 up to 
time of his death.  John G, McCune was appointed his 
successor and at the next election was elected to the office, 
and has served in that capacity until Sidney was advanced to a 
city this spring, when by the laws of Ohio John Heiser as 
county Treasurer became the custodian of the city funds.  
Examination of the books he found that Mr. McCullough was 
charged with $11,087.40, but there was in the banks to the 
credit of Mr. McCullough only $7,818.20 leaving a shortage of 
$3,268.70….While Henry Sexauer and his hired man, who live 
on the infirmary pike about two miles southwest of Sidney 
were plowing, their horses frightened and came near running 
away.  They did not seem to be anything in sight for the 
horses to frighten at and they began an investigation.  About 
60 feet away they found two big blue racer snakes fighting.  
They killed the two snakes and seeing another near by killed it.  
The three snakes averaged about four feet and four inches 
long.  The third snake is supposed to have been refereeing the 
fight. 
 

SIDNEY (28th) – During the storm Thursday of last week 
lighting struck a tree in the yard of W. H. C. Goode on north 
Ohio avenue to which the electric light wires were attached.  
A large piece of bark was torn from the tree and the electric 
wires in the house were burned out.  A tree in the yard at the 
residence of E. E. Nutt on Walnut avenue and Spearhead Ct. 
was also struck by lightning the same evening. 
 

RUSSIA – Sunday, May 30th, the Big Four Railroad Company 
will run special excursions trains to Russia and return on 
account of the Knights of St. John celebration as follows:  
First train to leave Sidney at 9AM.  Second train to leave 
Sidney at 1PM.  Returning train will accommodate the people.  
Last train to leave Russia at 7:25PM., rates for the round trip, 
40 cents.  Entertainment will consist of parade of uniformed 
organizations, exhibition drills, speeches, etc.  Good meals 
and other refreshments will be served.  Several good bands 
will furnish music. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – MAY – 1912 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (3rd) – Facts in the City Directory – The Universal 
Directory Company’s Sidney City & Rural Directory which 
includes the names of all residents over 16 years of age in the 
city & the names of the box holders on the rural routes out of 
Sidney will be in the hands of the subscribers in a few days.  
The new directory reveals many interesting things not 
“getable” until the book was in print.  The new city guide 
shows that there are 12 churches & many other influences for 
good in the nature of lodges of which the new directory 
shows there are 38 counting the labor organizations.  The 
classified business directory shows that there are 24 grocery 
stores that feed the people of Sidney not counting the 
butchers, fruit dealers, confectioners, bakeries, etc.  There are 
factories & mills galore, 16 law firms embracing 19 lawyers, 14 
barber shops, 19 physicians, three theaters & other features to 
numerous to mention.  The name Smith appears 38 times, 
Brown 19 times, Taylor 35 times, Wilson 25 times, and Carey 
24 times.  There are no names beginning with X.  The book 
presents some very funny situations and classifications.  For 
instance it shows how many persons are named after everyday 
occupations.  In that respect there are 38 Millers, five Fishers, 
six Bakers, four Barbers, six Cooks, two Coopers, three 
Wagoners, seven Benders, five Brewers, and one Driver, and 
& seven Packers.  Among those whose name would indicate 
that they were of the nobility are 19 Kings but no Queens, 16 
Kisers but no Princes or Dukes.  Animals are plentiful and 
menagerie feature is worth putting on exhibition.  The book 
shows that there is but one Lyon, seven Champbells, four 
Koones, eight Wolfs, two Foxes, and five Bulles and since 
there are no guns it would seem these animals are all fairly 
safe.  There seven Birds and two Drakes.  The only money to 
account for is 12 Nichols and 13 Pence.  In the grocery line 
are to be found one Oyster and one Pancake, four Reddishes, 
five Rice, 10 Apples, two Peppers, four Pike, seven Oldhams 
and three Sages.  There are four people who seem to be 
Green and three who are Smart, two are Small and nobody 
“big” in town.  There are three Beers and four Renschs, five 
people who are Dull and five that are Sharp, four are Shei and 
five that Shine.  There are four Barnes and 14 Gates, but no 
fences.  There is but one Hill and no valleys.  There are two 
Gables and two Garretts, nine Halls and two Holmes.  Eight 
people are Good, 12 are White, nine are Blue, two are Black, 
four Green, seven are Gray and 20 are Brown.  In the entire 
city only 37 are Young, nine are Wise and none are Sweet. 
The Bushs should grow unmolested as there are no Gardners. 
 

SIDNEY (10th) – Mr. & Mrs. Wendall E. Whipp arrived in 
Sidney Saturday from Columbus and will make Sidney their 
future home.  Mr. Whipp will be the manager of the 
Monarch Machine Company. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 
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Rent the Ross Center for your 
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Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


