
 

Historical Highlights May 2013 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

Moving?   
 

Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to 
lose track of you, and we don’t want 
you to miss an issue of Historical  

Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we 

will be charged for its return. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$25 Individual 
$35 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 

Upcoming Programs 
Meet Mr. Lincoln 

When: Thursday, June 13, 2013 - 7:00 p.m. 
Where: The Masonic Temple - 303 E. Poplar St, Sidney 
Sponsored by: Tradewinds Financial Group of Sidney 
 

 The recent movie on our 16th president has only served to 
heighten our interest in this fascinating man.  Mr. Lincoln will appear in 
the person of historian and educator Bill Sell.  The setting will be the fall 
of 1864.  The President will be appearing here during a campaign stop.  
Political rival Stephen Douglas will introduce him.  Join us and gain an in 
depth understanding of Lincoln 
through the words and deeds of this 
great man. 
 This event is free and open to 
the public thanks to our sponsor 
Tradewinds Financial Group, Inc. 

Civil War Cemetery Tour  
of Graceland 

When: Thursday, June 20, 2013 - 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Graceland Cemetery, Sidney 
Ticket Required:  
        Members $10    Non-Members $12 
 

 This community favorite is back 
with a twist this year.  Participants will tour 
special sections of Graceland where our 
honored veterans of the Civil War lie 
buried.  Don’t be surprised if a few come 
to greet you in person.  Learn about where 
these men served, and how they were 
honored at death. 

Photo by James Loos 
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VOLUNTEERS 

March Volunteer Info: 
21 Volunteers 
197 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for March: 
Kathie Woodruff 

Beverly McClain 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In March,  296 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 
Sidney (6th): Charlie Chaplin, Tilda Phlipot, 
Anne Morrow, Luke Howell, and Richard 

Salm were not born in 1888 
Sidney (18th) Underground Electrical Fence 

was invented in 1971 
 

The clues were found by: 
Cathy Fletcher, Phil Wilt, Chuck Hewitt, 
Mary Lou Raterman, Patricia Francis, 

and Vera Piper Bell 
 
 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

  

Terry and Kelly Harris, Sidney, OH  Tina Hottle, Sidney, OH 
Bob and Jenni Doseck, Botkins, OH  Dr. and Mrs. Scott Booher, Sidney, OH 
Bruce Ailes, Anna, OH    Jon Libby Allison Sidney, OH 
Eric and Leah Finke Sidney, OH   Dennis York, Russia, OH 
Donna Locker, Anna, OH    Bill and Donna Ankney, Sidney, OH 
Susan Elmore, Jackson Center, OH  Roger Detrick, Jackson Center, OH 
Duane and Melody Goettemoeller, Anna, OH Lucy Cook, Sidney, OH 
Jim and Sara Bertsch, Anna, OH   Tony and Pam Seger, Sidney, OH 
Jack and Shelia Beer, Sidney, OH   Brent and Scarlett Grieves, Sidney, OH 
Dale and Jennifer Poppe, Botkins, OH   Gary and Pam Allen, Sidney, OH 
Keith and Brandie Boerger, Fort Loramie, OH Tom and Priscilla George, Sidney, OH 
Rick and Connie Lunsford, Sidney, OH   John and Jennifer Holtzapple, Anna, OH 
Dale and Kathy Brockman, Sidney, OH 

 
Friends of the Society   Legacy Partners 
Kathie Fields, Sidney, OH   Paul and Linda Keller, Sidney, OH 

New Members 
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Clay R. Joslin 

Sidney, Ohio 
 

 These are translated excerpts from the diary of Clay R. Joslin which was recently donated 

to the Shelby County Historical Society.  Clay, born October 1, 1843, was a Civil War soldier 

from Sidney.  This diary was written in pencil in a small soft cover book containing about 100 

lined pages.  The spelling and punctuation have NOT been corrected.  Where you see an 

underline is where the words were not legible.  
 

September the 10th, 1861 Company B 20 Regiment left Sidney the 10th day of September and arrived 
in Columbus 9 o’clock that night had supper in the State House and slept on the North floor 
 
Went to Camp Chase September 11, 1861.  Was sworn in September 19 for three years or during 
the war if not sooner discharged.  Camp Chase is situated 4 miles West of Columbus on the National 
(road) 
 
October __, 1861 left camp for Camp Dennison October 16, arrived that night at 11 o’clock.  Camp 
situated on the Cin (Cincinnati) and Columbus RR 16 miles North East of Cincinathia. 
 
October __, 1861 Left Camp Dennison for the City Barracks Cincinnatia October 18.  City Barracks 
in Orphan Asylum 
 
October 21, 1861 left the City Barracks for Camp Kine October 21st  Camp King is situated on the 
Kentucky Central RR 2 miles from C___, KY 
 
December 26th, Left Camp King for Warsaw Dec. 
26th arrived that night and ______ 3 prisoners.  
Warsaw 60 miles _____ the City in KY Gallatin 
County 
 
Dec. 27 Left Warsaw for the Store (?) House Dec. 
27th and took possession of the property.  no body 
there ___  ______ _____  _____ ____ captured 3 
stands of arms, 6 kegs of powder and 6 lb. cannon 
 
Dec. 28 Left Store House for Warsaw 
 
Dec. 29 Left Warsaw for the Store House stayed all 
night the next day and night. 
 
Dec. 31st  left the Store House and old ___ _____ for 
Liberty in Owens County, KY 
 
Jan 3rd, 1862 Left Liberity traveled 19 miles that day 
and stayed that night at Epslion  Stan___ families left 
their houses to let us stay in them and worked it so 
that the Sessionists would not trouble them 
 
Jan 4th Left for Warsaw forded Eagle Creek was knee 
high.  Traveled 10 miles that day quartered in a 
church-very good quarters.  A Baptist church in 
Warsaw. Clay R. Joslin with son Robinson 
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Jan 5 Left the church for the Court House 
 
Jan 7 Started from Warsaw with 8 days rations traveled 20 miles that day stopped the night at South 
Forks quartered in a Baptist Church. 
 
Jan 8 Traveled 20 miles stopped that night at a small town by the name of Union quartered in a Baptist 
Church. 
 
Jan 9 Traveled 20 Miles and reached Camp King 
 
Jan 11 Bid farewell to Camp Kin and quartered in the City Barracks Corner of Ellen and 14st. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
 
Feb 11 Left the City Barracks  embarked on the Dr. _____ 
 
Febuary 12 passed Louisville 
 
Febuary 13 arrived at Paducah  Left Paducah for Fort Dolenson (Donelson) 
 
Febuary 14 arrived within 9 miles of the Fort.  Fort situated in Tennesee on the Cumberland River. 
 
Febuary 15 left the steams for the right wing. 
 
Feb 16 the Fort surrendered.  We went through the entrenchments and aboard the Bell Memphis with 
1145 of the Rebels for Company. 
 
Feb 17 left the Fort  made Cario that night 
 
Feb 19 made St. Louis 
 
Feb 12 Left for Chicago 
 
Feb 23 went to Camp Douglas 
 
Feb 25 Still in Camp Douglas, Illinois 
 
March 3 Left Camp Douglas for St. Louis made the Bloody Island that night 
 
March 4 Got on the steams Continental 
 
March 5 Shipped all ____ St. Louis down the Mississippi 
 
March 6 Made Cario 
 
March 7 run up to Paducha 
 
March 8 run up the Tennessee 4 miles above Fort Henry 
 
March 9 started up the river 
 
March 10th made Savanah 
 
March 11 still at Savanah 
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March 13 Left Savanah and up the river 
 
March 14 On the line between Mississippi and _____  _____ unloading troops.  River and creeks rose 
so that they had to go aboard again. 
 
March 15 dropped down to Pittsburge Landing 
 
March 16 got off the boat and camped in the woods about a mile from the boat 
 
March 17 still in camp 
 
March 23 pulled up staked and went aboard the Mickuannal 
 
March 24 landed at Grumps Landing 
 
March 25 sick with diarehea 
 
March 28 feeling better 
 
March 29 well enough to go to the spring for watter 
 
March 30 out on a forage expedition.  Scouting the country within 40 milles of Corinith-got in late at 
night pretty tired. 
 
March 31 Let Gramps Landing at 7 o’clock in the morning Arrived at Adamsville 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon.  Light rain all forenoon. 
 
April 1 on picket guard for the first time. Liked it very well 
 
April 2 rained very hard early in the morning.  Sun came out about 10 o’clock and it was quite 
pleasant. 
 
April 3 Warm with a cold breeze 
 
April 4 Rainy sudden showers all day.  Rained through the night. 
 
April 5 Fine and warm.  I was quite sick this morning.  We expect an attack had a long ____. 
 
April 6 can hear them fighting at Pits Landing.  Had inspection then orders to travel West from 
Adamsville over to Pits Landing.  I stood picket within a 100 yards of a Sesech and sick. 
 
April 7 I was sent out on the battlefield.  Haslin Hall kilt with a cannon ball. 
 
April 8 not being well enough to go on with the regt.  I was ordered to Gramps Landing where the sick 
were taken to. 
 
April 9 Nothing new from Pitts.  Still sick. 
 
April 10 troops going up the river nearly all the time.  Still sick 
 
April 11 They say they have run the rebels to cotton ridge and are fighting there.  Still sick. 
 
April 12 Nothing new from up the river.  Still sick 
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New Book Available 

Letters from the Attic:  
Stories from the Victims of the  
1913 Flood in Western Ohio 

By: Scott Trostel 
Members $19.00 - Non Members $29        $5.00 Postage and Handling 

 This unique book tells the stories in the 
victims’ words of the events as the flood waters 
arrived in towns from Sidney to Hamilton with an 
emphasis on Dayton.  From stories of being 
awakened by warning whistles to being trapped as 
homes floated off their foundations, this is a 
seldom told viewpoint of the flood victims.  Also in 
this book is the story of the Ohio National Guard’s 
frustrated attempts to reach Dayton in those early 
days of rescue.  These are amazing stories that 
looked upon a time of regional tragedy when 
people came together outside of government to 
take care of their neighbors in time of great 
suffering and need. 

April 13 Tea ____ come down to us.  Still sick 
 
April 14  The teams hauled the bags, knapsacks, for ___.  I went over to the Regiment.  Still sick. 
 
April 15 went into the hospital 
 
April 22 Left the hospital for Pittsurgs Landing.  Got aboard the hospital steams Glendale. 
 
April 23 Left the landing at 11 o’clock for down the river. 
 
April 24 Still aboard the steamer.  Homeward bound. 
 
April 26 arrived at Cin at 9 o’clock AM got that night at 11 ½ o’clock PM 
 
April 27 At home.  Doc Conklin called in.  Said I had the thypoid fever.  A great many called to see me. 
 

The diary continues until the first of July 1862, with little information other than when he felt 

better or worse from his illness.  Clay passed away on September 17, 1890, at the age of 47. 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago May – 1888 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

PORT JEFFERSON (4th) – The ex-soldiers of Pt. 
Jefferson and vicinity have organized for the purpose of 
arranging for a proper celebration of Decoration Day.  
Meetings are held in the Mayor’s office every Wednesday 
night at 7:30 PM.  Every old soldier in the vicinity of Pt. 
Jefferson is earnestly invited to meet with us and lend a 
hand to make next Decoration Day one long to be 
remembered.  Music both vocal and instrumental will be 
provided.  As the day is preeminently an anniversary of the 
death of our brave comrades, it behooves us to celebrate it 
in a manner befitting the occasion.  It is not a day of 
gladness and should not be made a day of carousal.  In 
order that the exercises may not be marred by unseemly 
behavior, it was resolved at our last meeting, that we, as ex-
soldiers, permit no refreshments stands or any kind, or 
games of chance on or near the grounds on Decoration 
Day. 
 

SIDNEY (11TH) – A number of good looking young ladies 
were in Sidney from other towns this week attending the 
State Ladies’ Aid Society to the sons of Veterans.  More 
than one young man in Sidney had his heart mashed. 
 

CLASSIFIED (18TH) – At Public Sale-My entire herd of 
A. J. C. C. Jerseys, consisting of 9 females and 1 male and 
made up of the Rioter Alpha blood and Stoke-Pogis blood, 
all young, the oldest is 5 years.  The first bull used was 
grandson to Duke of Darlington, 2460, and the present one 
is grandson to Stoke Pogis 3d, 2238.  My cows are positive 
female breeders, so far never having dropped a male calf.  
Sale begins at Anna, June 7th at 1 P.M.  Credit of six 
months, at 6%, will be given if desired.  H. G. Steely, Anna 
Ohio…Pot and bedding plants, and cut flowers for sale 
after May 1st.  Call at D. M. Pruden’s @ 513 South Main 
Street or my cell phone 498-1653. 
 

SIDNEY (18TH) – William Bryant, formerly of Sidney was 
united in marriage with Miss Anna Bradford, at Beaver, 
Montgomery County, on Tuesday…A gasoline stove at the 
house of A. Lanpher was the cause of a fire alarm on 
Wednesday morning.  The stove was new and was 
operating for the first time.  Mrs. Lanpher had examined 
the contents of the oven, found the stove working 
perfectly, and had stepped out of the house for a moment.  
When she returned and opened the oven and flame burst 
out, filling the small room and darting out an open 
window.  Her daughter, Mrs. W. L. Van Riper, succeeding 
in shutting off the feed to the burners, and put the fire out 
at once.  No damage, other than the cremations of two 
pies, was sustained. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – May – 1913 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (2) – A meeting will be held at the Assembly 
room of the court house Friday evening for the purpose of 
taking some action relative to the sending of delegates to 
Cincinnati to attend the flood prevention conference to be 
held in that city.  The meeting at Cincinnati will be held on 
May 6th.  Cities all along the line of the Miami river are 
selecting delegates to the meeting and this city should be 
represented…Gus Eberenz, Howard Griffs and Carl 
Purnell caught 34 pounds of bass, croppies and cat fish a 
few miles up the Miami river Wednesday afternoon.  They 
caught a total of twenty-eight fish, eighteen bass, the 
largest weighing about three and one half pound, seven 
croppies and five cat fish.  The boys had Purnell take 
pictures of the fish Thursday morning.  This is the second 
big haul Ebernex has made this week. 
 

AS YOU LIKE IT – Miss Bessie Sollenberger was the 
charming hostess to the members of the As You Like It 
Club at her home on Pike street Wednesday evening.  The 
hours were spent in needlework and social chat and a 
delicious two course lunch was served.  After the service of 
the lunch the hostess went to the mantle and pulled a 
hidden string and there unfurled a banner with the names 
Flynn Rickey, Agnes Grosvenor in large letters while in 
one corner was written the word “JUNE” and in the other 
two red hearts.  Miss Grosvenor was then showered with 
congratulations by her friends assembled.  Other guests 
besides the members of the club were:  Mrs. Forest Griffis, 
Misses Nelle VanRiper, Hazel McCune, Stella Taylor, 
Godie Griffis, Mary Orbison, Elsie Piper and Eleanor 
Cappel. 
 

BOTKINS – Next Sunday, May 4th, will be the opening of 
the base ball season at Botkins.  The Sidney Brownies, who 
defeated the Botkins team April 20th, by a score of 4 to 1, 
will be the opponents of the Botkins Reds.  Both of these 
teams showed in their former game that they were evenly 
matched so the fans feel assured that they will witness a 
battle royal.  Limpthicum or Swartz will be on the mound 
for Sidney with Cook catching.  Wile the Botkins favorite 
Peart will twirl for the home team and DeWeese will catch.  
Game called promptly at 3 PM. 
 

UNO-Sunday is Mother’s Day.  All are requested to wear 
white flowers in honor of the same…The Uno school 
closed Friday with a picnic in Watt Laughlin’s grove.  The 
children enjoyed themselves by fishing and playing games 
until the noon hour when they partook of a sumptuous 
dinner after which a program followed.  All present 
seemed to enjoy the afternoon.  Harley Coil was the 
teacher. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to 
miss an issue of Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall Secretary: Rich Wallace Treasurer: Tom Seving 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Doug Allinger, Robert Dobras, Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, and Herb Van Tilburgh 
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Doug Allinger  Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.   Jon Baker  Peg & Steve Baker  Drew & Debbie Barber  Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund  Continental Express, Inc.  David & Linda DeVelvis  Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning  Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.  William & Karen Feth  Ferguson 
Construction  Freshway Foods  Matt & Julie Gilardi  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given  Jack & Kathleen Haslup  Richard & Virginia 
Henke  Helman Brothers Body Shop  Paul and Linda Keller  Koenig Equipment, Inc   Lacal Equipment, Inc.  Lochard, Inc.  
Douglas Millhoff  Minster Bank  John & Marilyn Minton     Joel Phillips  Primary Eyecare Associates  Quilts for Keeps  Ron & 
Nita’s  Ross Aluminum Foundries  Dave Ross  Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc  Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  Mr. & Mrs. Tom 
Shoemaker  Roger & Pamela Shoffner  Sidney Body Carstar  Sidney Electric  Sidney Manufacturing Company  Sidney Tool 
& Die  Slagle Mechanical Contractors  Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith Darrell & Faye Spangler  The UPS Store  US Bank  Rich & 
Susan Wallace  Helen Blake Wildermuth  Wilson Memorial Hospital  Greg & Priscilla Wilt  Amy Zorn 


