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CONTACT US:
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On the Web:
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Shelby County Historical
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Welcome
New Members:

Anna Peterson, Frederick, MD
Clifton Knox, Valrico, FL
Victor & Sheila Keykens, Houston, OH
Dianna Helman, Sidney, OH
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society
$300 Legacy Partner
$500 Legacy Partner 101

Historical Highlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

Civil War Presentation
The Battle of Resaca -

Character Forged by Defeat
When: Wed., May 14, 2014 @ 7p.m.
Where: Common Pleas Courtroom,

Shelby County Court House
The story of the 118th OVI and the Fort
Loramie boys who died at Resaca will be told in a
living history presentation as two survivors confront
the hated Union general who tragically sealed their
fate. The setting will be in 1876 revival meeting in
Sidney.

Congratulations!

On April 11, 2014, Linda DeVelvis
received the highest honor bestowed by
the Sidney City Schools: “The Sidney City

Schools Hall of Honor.”
g DeVelvis taught in Sidney for 29
'|years beginning in 1973 with three years
of Special Education at Central
Elementary and concluding with middle
school and high school social studies
including many Gifted/Talented classes.

DeVelvis has been active in Charity
| League and community theater but is best
known for over two decades of service as a volunteer, trustee, and
officer of the Shelby County Historical Society where she’s done
everything from writing children’s local history books to conducting
tours to character portrayals. Her projects and activities, especially
those involving youth, have gained ongoing statewide recognition
including a 2004 Individual Achievement Award. She currently
serves as co-president of the society.




NBhat’s news b Bhe Ross Center?

Ken New and Frank Thaman
are installing a sink that has
been preserved from the old
Children’s Home. The County
Commissioners were gracious
enough to let the Society have
a small piece of the Children’s
Home before it was razed in
March of this year.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” « han k yo‘i,

hidden clues: VOLUNTEERS
Ads: The ad for Quality Bakery was not a real ad March Volunteer Info:
Sidney 24th - Birthday Party for Agnetha Falskog. 22 Volunteers
The clues were found by: 100 Hours
Carole Leffler, Nancy Roettger, Johanna Kuhn,
Patricia Francis, and Ginny Thompson Volunteer gift certificate winners
for March:
Cheryl Michael
) Deb Kaufman
/Lj The clue will be found ONLY in the Congratulations! Thank you to all
“Out of the Past” section. our volunteers! We depend on you!
In March, 339 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Emert - Civil War Letters

The more things change, the more things stay the same. The Milligan Letters of last
month’s newsletter indicated concern with the home front, family, and the state of the country
and government. Because of the interest expressed about these letters and because of our Battle
of Resaca program, we thought it might be interesting to do a follow up of a soldier’s letters of
another time. Remarkably, these Civil War letters from a century before Mr. Milligan’s show the
same types of concerns. Jonathan Emert, a Shelby County soldier, corresponded often with his
mother Mary and his brother George. Through these letters are revealed not only the fears and
worries of the average family with a young man at war, but also the opinions about conditions of
a larger scope, especially those concerning the presidency and particular battles. Copies of these
letters are all available for your reading at the Ross Center as are copies of the Ball, Staley, Snow,
and Deal Civil War Letters.

o e 3 August 2, 1863 - This letter from
e ey » George Emert to his brother, speaks of|
R - et : e his satisfaction with the capture of|
s i i Morgan’s Raiders, whom George refers
: e Y S ~« to as Morgan and “his band of horse
e . : thieves.” Further he says that “Morgan
v Itge S i, - ioau . and 29 of his men have been sent to the
n, e e KTl e ' - Ohio Penitentiary to be Rept in close
s (o e e confinement until Colonel Straight and
R oy i A i ~ his men are released by the rebbles (sic)
gy o The month of July has been glorious
e for the Union cause.”

October 18, 1863 - In this

letter from brother George - A

Emert to Jonathan, he writes e e | W R S R A B R,
that “the greatest news has| St fe s e on | st i e |l s < e
been the defeat of the| fe cidu o dkegmt | S el T Gt MR Lae
d d rotten vile and) . ati. vedseeh st | g s wg b i H TP DI
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of the 13th. The hiome vote . . . . .o 700 i . Fresnbes
buried them 10,000 deep., ;J s i s e pitr P

Hurrah for Ohio and I hope & o o o oz | B0 LT AE L

that the soldiers may add| «./oi-al o lie | LU T L TS |
10,000 more and bury them o wodier Sl gl a el D DI

[anti-Lincoln] that they may S ’:,J ".r,'."'

never be heard from any more.”




o February 10, 1864 - This letter from George tells of his
oy Wl Concemn for Jonathan since the weather at home has been
ot A “colder than it has been for eleven years before and the
Crn el L i sleighing better than we have had for eight years before.”
o Sen eSSl e e further writes of his concern that “if reports are true, I
ot L S2L D" suppose your haversack was empty while on the march from

) A RS e ‘ Knoxville or at least part of the way but I hope that you

. ’; < S S fave passed the rubicund (sic) and /iencefortﬁ you will have

I e o o e p[enty of hardtack, beans, and fat sowbelly.” He mentions

b = L . 3

e e to his brother that he says the newspaper are full of
i St o g accounts of the “great number of Rebbles (sic) coming in to

il L e OUT lines and taking (sc) the oath of allegiance to Uncle

G g Sam. T think the war will end about next winter.”

March 6, 1864 - This letter from George tells of the “devil of excitement in Loramie
T.0. last week, The draft was coming on and nobody was ready to go so some 9 or 10
started out to solicit subscriptions for the purpose of avoiding the draft and in two
days succeeded in raising about $1400 which was about twelve hundred more than we
needed and by hard work, Loramie P.T. quota was full by the first of March so that
e've1y6oary can stay at home no matter if t/iezr poc&ets are from 10 to 50 dollars
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April 3, 1864 - In a letter from . S Ter | TSR e
Benjamin Emert to his brother, . .- ,f',n -l o W, Ko R B id vt S giogees
fie writes that “Since I last 1., F5 % % 7 o, e - 7 e 2. .-;;.»':. e L
wrote to you, the Copperheads === ~.= % e sty Yo i g-"f ol
e aart e e B 4
[Southern sympathizers in the #%- o I et :éﬁ A e | e e R L
North] have twice been nearly £osen 7 Fatr o it e 08 Thower ,:,, ‘;f.'ﬁ g e PO ol
scared to death on account of a b '_’."_.' e o vt “; . w;: v o et BTy Aty e
draft but very unfortunately for s *;,,'__': e e s f i il M 2 '.A._f"_.; T o L;;.
them and particularly so for the % %s -t = k| e e
i il e} a- o M gy el e
government they have been a6[e'"-:-;-' i tiend "'4‘-'"?.-- o = ;_ﬂ_: o
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the township and thus have ¢ & ¥. hio e oy S e i i
- i ’ x T F ARSI g --: - g g | ¥ . '-.-'\-.n.-
saved themselves. TR e e Frg 4 o d
George [brother] and I wanted a
draft so did some of our neighbors, but most of them were willing to raise money and hire men.”
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George writes that ‘“General Wi il L u Tl LA i 6 L i i
T _ SOV P AN A L R N S e s
Grant is still hammering away| 27 /0 S o B G DAL S T R
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prospect of takeing (sic)it and I =%, ‘:,_-_K.f T o e :
hope burning the infernal hole v e Sl n
with Jeff Davis in it.” He also =y« = e = ; e
writes of his pleasure in the . . . i ,::; w,{f e
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raiders into Maryland. Sty el Wt G D sk v :
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e ) = September 11, 1864 - In this letter to
o TE , her son Jonathan Emert, Mary
' ' - . Emert tells him of the fall of Atlanta
! : o
: : J : and her subsequent wish for the “fall
- g ; e “.o e of the entire South until it’s ours to
T g R hold until [we] reclaim [it] from the
eI T et L - v . . . ..
o S A = & vile aristocratic negro-driving
T S o scoundrels that are carrying on this
T B [war”
e , ¢ cruel war.
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October 23, 1864 - Mary writes to her son Jonathan that “honest old Abe” will be
president for four more years and that “I think that if Abe is elected you will be home by
spring.”  She certainly hopes so since she has had the chills for three weeks and she
desperately wants her son home.
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November 15, 1864 - This letter is filled with political news. ‘I have the satisfaction of|
informing you of old Abe’s reelection by a majority of three hundred thousand. This, I
should think, was enough to convince the ____ venomous rebel that there were loyal men in
the north to clean them out.”
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Sidney Daily News
MAY-1939-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (1s9-WANTED-One thousand hats to be
cleaned and blocked. One hour service. Price 50c. Work
guaranteed. City Hat Shop, corner Ohio avenue and
Poplar street... To Buy-Men and boys’ clothing. Must be
in good condition. Roy’s Second Hand store. 234 east
Court street. Phone Union 1802...To Buy-45 rpm records.
Collection or singles. Phone 711-Phil... To buy-or lease a
cottage on Lake Loramie, prefer north side but would
consider one on south side. Give size, location and price
wanted in first letter. Address B. Y. care Sidney Daily
News, Sidney Ohio.

SIDNEY (7%)-Sister Mary Joseph of Cincinnati, is
observing her 107t birthday in the near future, and Sidney
friends read with interest of her as she was located in
Sidney with the Holy Angels school for 14 years, serving
here during the pastorate of the late Father Quatman. She
will also observe the 77t anniversary of her vows with the
sisters of charity. Mentally alert, she expresses keen interest
in current events. Visitors are few. Born June 16, 1832, in
Cool Clough, County Cork, Ireland, the former Joanna
O’Sullivan was orphaned when a child and soon afterward
joined her only brother Daniel, in immigrating to America.
The brother studied for the priesthood in Louisville, Ky.,
and died five years ago at 97, after serving one parish in the
city for 50 years.

SIDNEY (13%)-Announcement was made public today of
the purchase of the former C. F. Hickok home, corner of
Ohio avenue and Dallas street by Louis and Richard Salm
for the purpose of opening a funeral home at that location
in the near future. Work of remodeling the house to meet
the requirements for mortuary use will be started within a
few days and the formal opening of the funeral home will
be held at the conclusion of this work. The Salm family
has been identified with the funeral directing profession in
Sidney for the past 73 years and is widely known for their
services. It is the expectation of the Salm family to
continue the operation of the present furniture store as
well.

SIDNEY (25%)-A new civic commercial map of Sidney
which will locate schools, churches, civic centers, retail and
professional place of business on their location will soon be
published in the Sidney Daily News and Shelby County
Democrat. This is the first map of this kind ever published
in the city and will be preserved for reference not only by
the business interests but the residents of the city and retail
trading area as well.

THE DEMOCRAT
MAY-1914 - 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortow

BOTKINS (1st) - Manager Cole of the Botkins Reds, has
secured the Lima City team for a game for next Sunday
May 3, at Botkins park. The Lima team is composed of
players of league experience and has organized to represent
the city of Lima the coming season. Such well known
players as Roy & Frank Lealts, Doc O’Boyle, Ashton,
Hennessey, McClellan and others of like reputation.
Botkins Reds are out this season for a race for the pennant
in the Western Ohio Trolley League, which opens Botkins
at New Bremen May 10*. The game with Lima next
Sunday will be called at 3P.M.

HOUSTON-The first little chat via telephone to Piquads,
since the evening of Jan. 31st, was possible at high noon
Friday, April 24. The linemen have put the lines in shape
again and phone chatter will resume once more. The
Home Phone Co. has their line in working order also and
at about the same time the Bell Co. had theirs in talking
condition.

KIRKWOOD-The home of Mr. & Mrs. Allen Cromes of
south of Kirkwood, was a scene of a very pleasant
gathering Saturday evening when a party of about seventy
of their friends and neighbors gathered together for a good
old country dance. Music was furnished by Mike Dean and
the Simple Tymes from Sidney Oh. They danced until the
wee hours of the morning when all departed wishing for
many more such good times. = Among the guests were
Mrs. Chas. Steimer and children and Miss Margaret
Cyphers, of Dayton.

PLATTSVILLE (15%)-A few days ago as Omer Wiley
was plowing he happened to glance across the fields
toward his neighbors, when he saw, as he thought,
someone waving to him. Omer waved, but still they
continued to wave, when this continued for some time, he
thought that probably they were in need of assistance. He
started to go, but on closer investigation found it were the
breezes of the day playing with the loose arms of a scare
crow.

FT. LORAMIE (220d)-The schools of Jos. A. Klocker,
Mary Trimpet, Albert Aselage and Ft. Loramie closed for
the summer vacation. The village school picnicked in Ferd
Arkenber’s grove, Friday of this week...The Minster, Ft.
Loramie and New Bremen Fishing and Hunting club held
a meeting here Thursday. Correspondence papers of
promises of more fish from the state were read.

HOUSTON-The Houston-Hardin ball game was a 6 to 7
affair, the first game of the season. Excitement high at
times lively times all the time.
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Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.
Jon Baker

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund

Continental Express, Inc.
David & Linda DeVelvis

Dorothy Love Retirement Community

Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.

William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Francis Furniture
Freshway Foods

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Richard & Virginia Henke

Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Koenig Equipment, Inc

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
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Bill & Lisa Ragon
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Dave Ross
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Sidney Tool & Die
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Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith
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The UPS Store

US Bank
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Wilson Memorial Hospital
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




