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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

This year's exhibit entitled Year of Valor is part of our year-long
commemoration of the many people who have served and continue to
serve our community and our country. Come walk among the vignettes
portraying the existences of those who battled and continue to battle in
our conflicts worldwide. See the tributes to the Shelby County men who
paid the ultimate price for us in World War II and in Vietnam. Read
letters suspended from the ceiling from men in all the conflicts our
country has faced and continues to face. Learn about our fearless first
responders in the Sidney Fire Department who quietly dedicate their lives
to our protection from civil calamity. View the painted canvases
depicting rescue and camaraderie in our modern conflicts. See the
contributions women have made in the efforts to defend ourselves. In
short, come visit us and learn visually of Shelby County's great heritage
of courage.

WW I
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uniform along
with gas mask




The Shelby County Historical
Society would like to extend a huge
THANK YOU to Lane Park Senior Living
Community for the Fish Fry and to our
membership for participating and
supporting us!

THANK YOU to the Retired Teachers
Association of Sidney for their generous donation! The Society is
grateful for the support.

Another THANK YOU to Frank Thaman for his craftsmanship
in restoring another artifact for the Ross Center. Frank lends us
his talents generously whenever he is called upon!

Last, but not least, THANK YOU to Dr. Alvetro and the staff of
Alvetro Orthodontics for coming into the Ross Center and cleaning
from top to bottom!

Volunteers are the backbone of our organization!

<hank yo,,

YOLUNTEERS
The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” March Volunteer Info:
hidden clues: 22 Volunteers
There were no clues for 359 Hours

the month of April
P Volunteer gift certificate winners

The clues were found by: for March:
No one gave it a try! Bob Shoffner
There are clues this month! Karen Stockstill

Congratulations! Thank you to all

) The clue will be found ONLY in the . | our volunteers! We depend on you!
: “Out of the Past” section. In March, 278 people

participated in SCHS programs.




The April issue of Historical Highlights contained an article on the history of Fort Loramie.
Following this history in the docket book, Henry B. Sherman, former Justice of the Peace, clerk, assessor, and
land appraiser in McLean Township, recorded his family’s immigration story. Enjoy!

The Sherman Immigration Story

In the beginning of September 1835, after our real and personal property of our homestead was sold,
we made preparation to emigrate to North America. For that purpose we had selected the State of Ohio. We
left our home in Ostbevern near Munster in Westphalen in the beginning of September 1835 and then we
rented a large teamster wagon that had been taking merchandise from Bremen to Munster. We with our
family were taken to Bremen. QOur family consisted of Father and Mother and five boys, Joseph, Henry B. (the
writer of this sketch), and Bernard, John and William. Three families of our neighborhood left their home
with us and we all went in that wagon with our goods on to Bremen. The names of these families were Henry
Hoelscher, Henry Stoltebehn and John Stockman. On September 11, 1835, we all arrived at Bremen. We then
were taken to the ship’s agent or mackler for ships. At his office we paid for our ship passage which was
twenty-two thaler in gold for each person including our boarding for the whole passage. In Bremen we all
were put in a small boat that had one mast and one sail. On that boat we all were transported down the River
Weser onto Bremer Haven, that boat left Bremen the same day at eleven o’clock that morning and next
morning at daybreak we landed at Bremer Haven. It was ebbe time and the boat could not run in the Haven,
not before the flood came on. The flood set in at noon and then we ran into Haven alongside a three-mast ship
and we all were on-loaded into the ship. The name of that ship was Pillot. That ship had not taken in her
freight and passengers, therefore we had to remain on board of ship about ten days, before that ship had its
full freight in and being ready to leave port, until the 21* of September.

On the 22" day of September 1835, the ship left the Bremer Haven and took down the Weser into the
North Sea, a distance of six hours journey. Coming in the North Sea the wind was not favorable to pass the
English Channel (as) it was blowing from the south. So, the officers of the ship concluded to go around
Scotland. For that purpose they sailed further to the north to the sixtieth degree of latitude in order to get
around the north part of Scotland. The sea at that high degree of latitude was very stormy and awful cold, so
much so that some of the passengers had to go down into the ship in bed in order to keep themselves from
freezing. After the ship got around the northern extremity of Scotland the ship sailed south leaving England
and Ireland on our left. As the ship neared the Irish coast we could see it very plain, also a light house. From
this point we left the stormy, rough North Sea and sailed to a more genial place south to the Azare Islands
laying due west from the Strait of Gibraltar, a thousand miles from either continent, Europe and Africa, and
consisting of nine islands. It was said they belonged to Portugal. They are rich and fertile islands and
renowned for raising wine and other tropical fruits. Coming near these islands the ship sailed through
between them leaving one island to the west and the others on the east. So close were these islands apart that
we could see on either side these islands from the ship’s deck very plain at the same time. From this point the
ship took more northerly to the North American coast of the United States. In nearing the American coast, the
ship passed through the Gulf Stream. The water of the Gulf Stream runs out of the Gulf of Mexico between
Cuba and Florida and along the North American coast. The warm water is coming from the south and is
forcing to the north along the Gulf Stream of the coast of America to the bank of New Foundland. From
thence it is crossing the Atlantic Ocean to Norway. It is said the water is running in the stream in its
narrowest places at five miles an hour.
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The lighthouse at Cape Charles
in the mid 1800s

After we had been passing the greenish waters of the
Gulf Stream we soon became in sight of land. It was the coast
near the capes of Charles and cape Henry at the entrance of
the Chesapeake Bay. In coming nearer to land, a pilot was
taken on Board of Ship, who is a man who guides the ship safe
in the harbor or part and takes full charge of the ship. The
bay has many dangerous places in it which makes it dangerous
for ships, which makes it necessary for a ship to have a pilot to
guide the ship along up the bay. There are two large
lighthouses built at the entrance of the bay, one on Cape
Charles north on the Maryland side and the other one on Cape
Henry south on the Virginian side. The bay is one hundred
and seventy miles long and so wide that land almost can be
seen on either side.

On October 31, 1835, towards evening, we landed with
the ship safe at Baltimore after a pleasant journey from our
former home and over the Atlantic Ocean. After landing at
Baltimore our goods and effects were on-loaded from the ship.

_| This was November the first, and also the goods and effects of

our neighbors. These goods were loaded onto a dray and
taken up further into the city into a large warehouse.
Baltimore is a fine city and has many fine buildings. Among
them are the military Fort McHenry and two high, large

monuments, the one in honor of George Washington and many

fine churches. The largest church building is the Catholic Cathedral.

There were many teamsters who had large, heavy freight wagons with six horses to the wagons who
made it their business to carry goods across the Allegheny Mountains to Wheeling in West Virginia on the
banks of the Ohio River. On one of these wagons our goods and effects were loaded and some women and
children that could not make the journey on foot were seated on top of that wagon and all hardy persons made
the journey on foot following the wagon, a distance of three hundred miles, which took us seventeen days to

travel.

Along the road we passed through many towns, among these were West Minster, Cumberland,

Summerset, Union, Little Washington, and Brownsville. At last named town we crossed the Monongahela

River.

The way from Baltimore to

Wheeling is very mountainous and hilly &

and much land can never be made to be

cultivated, it is too mountainous, too hilly|

and stony and rocky. There are rich fertile | .

valleys with good farms and every farm the
traveler finds (has) a large orchard with
fine apple trees on it. The trees were so

full of apples, as much as trees could bear, |
the people could not make good use of| §

their apples.

In Wheeling we took passage on a
steamboat down the
Cincinnati, leaving Wheeling on
steamboat at eleven o’clock in the morning
and arriving at midnight at the wharf at

Ohio River for i\
the

_ S
A scene on the Ohio River during the mid-1800s.




Cincinnati. The river was up high in a good shipping condition. Remaining in the city two days, our goods
were hauled on a canal boat and (we) took passage to Dayton, Ohio. The canal from Cincinnati to Dayton
had been finished one year or two and (was) in good shipping condition. The canal up to Piqua they had
commencing to work at, and was not finished before two years after this, in the year 1837.

Leaving the two families in Cincinnati, Stoltebehn and Stockman, we and the Hoelscher family traveled
on to that new settlement of Stallotown (Minster). Coming to Dayton on the canal boat we rented a teamster
wagon who took us all on to Stallotown for twenty dollars. Coming there we rented an old house for one
month. After we moved into it, the next step was to have land for our own. Therefore we went to Piqua to the
land office and entered eighty acres of land for one hundred dollars, $1.25 per acre. After we had bought the
land which we could not find we got a surveyor who showed us the land and the lines. The next day we took
our axes, a bed and provisions, to make improvement and a house on it. In going to the land we got lost in the
wild woods, wondering nearly the whole day, before we found our land about an hour before sundown.

Now the first thing we had to do, we built a fire and made us a supper, water for coffee we found ready
in a pond. After we took our supper we made ready for a sleeping place. For that we selected a big white oak
tree, putting poles and sticks against that and covering it with poraira grass, putting grass and leaves into the
hut and spreading it on the ground and spread our beds on it. On that we slept comfortably for we were very
tired. We had a large fire built near the opening of the hut near the white oak tree. After we had been sound
asleep the fire had climbed up at the tree and had set the hut on fire. Good luck someone awoke.

The next day we went to work in earnest to put up a small house, or shanty as we may call it, about
twenty feet square with a clapboard roof on it. We dubbed the crevices up with clay and made a door and
chimney to it. The house was finished up and ready to move into which we did a few days after. Then we went
to clear some ground for us for a summer crop such as corn, potatoes and all sorts of vegetables.

During winter and part of spring we had cleared up over seven acres of land. Then we bought us two
milk cows and several hogs. Hogs will fatten in the woods, for there is plenty of mast for hogs to fatten on as
acorns, hickory nuts, beech nuts and others, and for cows and cattle there is plenty of pasture, more than
needed and enough left over summer to do for them over next winter, for there were no cattle to eat it up over
summer.

Land bought at one dollar and one quarter did not tax, not before five years, and tax on cattle, twelve
and a half cents each; on horses fifty cents each. Eggs cost five or six cents a dozen and butter cost from five
to eight cents, coffee from ten to twenty cents. Dry goods and clothing were dear. The woods and country
around were full of game of all kinds,; deer and turkeys were so plentiful that they could be seen almost any
time when going into the woods. Many hunters made their living by hunting; the hind quarters of a deer cost
from sixty to seventy-five cents, the forequarters for twenty-five cents, the skin sixty cents.

In the summer of 1836 we two oldest boys went to work on the canal below Piqua to work on the canal.
The wages were sixteen dollars a month for twenty-six working days. We also worked on the canal in the
spring of 1837 at the same pay, when the canal below was finished. In 1838 work commenced above Piqua
north and was completed in 1841.

Henry B. Sherman was born March 27, 1819, and was married on June the 3" 1845, to M. Catharine
Ernstes. She was born October 17, 1826. June the 3™ 1895, we celebrated our golden marriage after fifty
vears of married life together. Fifty years of married life is a long time, many good and bad days it contains,
so our golden marriage days were completed.

The couple is buried in Old St. Michael’s Cemetery. Katharina Sherman, wife of H.B. died on February 12,
1908, at the age of 81; Heinrich B. Sherman died on January 14, 1905, at 85 years of age.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1940-MAY-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

JACKSON CTR (3)-The Jackson Center Creamery
company, owned by Arthur L. Sprague and located in
Jackson Center, this week commenced manufacturing ice
cream at its plant. Mr. Sprague states that it will be the
policy of the company to manufacture a high grade product
which will enjoy the same enviable reputation that their
Jersey brand of creamery butter has enjoyed for the past 18
years. All popular flavors will be carried in both machine
pack and bulk. Various size packages will be on hand, also
special bricks, bars, pop sickles, cones etc. Stop in and let
Jan Wiford serve you up some special treat.

SIDNEY (13%)-Democratic Candidate for County
Treasurer is Edw. F. Salm who is the son of the late Fred
Salm, one of Shelby County’s pioneer business men, who
founded the Salm Furniture and Funeral firm at Sidney
over 73 years ago. Received business training at Bliss
College, Columbus Ohio. For 30 years connected with the
Salm firm, for 16 years as manager. Never a candidate for
County or City office before. Real estate taxpayer for 29
years. If nominated and elected, pledges a courteous
honest and efficient business like administration.

SIDNEY (31s)-He has watched the wortld pause to
commemorate the war-dead so many, many times...
watched heads bow in prayer for peace...and then saw the
world march on to forget. It has always been so and is sad
to the eyes of that behoved 95 year old comrade, Byron W.
Joslin, but never so sad as this 1940 Memorial day when he
knows they will not only go on to forget, but in their minds
even now are the echo of terror of busting shells taking
their toll once more in Flanders field...and other fronts
“over there” reddened with the blood of the heroic solders
of the last World war who gave their all...their memory
being honored this Memorial day together with his own
comrades, the “boys in blue” The faithful old comrade was
in his place yesterday morning to conduct the rites for the
Grand Army of the Republic, of which he is one of the few
left in its thinning ranks in the country...it was his voice
speaking for his comrades of that vanishing time, reading
the G. A. R. prayer at the rites in the soldiers’ lot in
Graceland cemetery. Comrade Joslin, who with Barney
Forskuth, of company E, 197% Ohio infantry, remains
alone here in the ranks of blue, knows the horrors of war
from his own Civil war service, but says the war of today is
much worse, that it is far more cruel. He says: “I’ve always
been a resident of Sidney and was a member of the first
class of the public schools here.” He interrupted his school
life to enter the Civil war, and when he returned home he
spent the next year following to complete his school work.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1915-MAY-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (14t%) — Summit Lodge number fifty Knights of
Pythias has set aside Thursday, June 3, as the day to
comply with its beautiful custom of paying honor to the
dead by decorating the graves of its deceased members
with floral offerings, a fitting tribute to the unforgotten ties
that binds its members in a great fraternity...In making a
flying visit to Dayton and other cities in this section of
Ohio., W. A. Eudaly, representing the Cincinnati Chamber
of Commerce, lost no opportunity of having plans for the
securing of the “Dixie Highway”, which would include
Sidney on its route. The movement now under headway in
Cincinnati and Dayton contemplates the construction or
establishment of a special highway from Miami, Florida, to
Chicago. In order to give the project the proper
momentum, the governors of Tennessee, Kentucky,
Florida, Georgia, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, the states
through which the road will pass, have appointed two
members to become identified with a commission to
consist of 14 members, who will preliminary plans for this
highway. The commission will also select the route. It has
been practically determined that the course will lead
through Chattanooga, Tennessee, but there seems to be a
division of sentiment whether or not it will proceed from
there to Louisville or whether it will be built directly to
Cincinnati. A meeting is planned to take place at
Chattonooga, May 30, when it is probable that the route
will be selected. In the event it is brought through
Cincinnati, an effort will be made to have the line
following the Cincinnati pike, passing through Middletown,
Franklin, Miamisburg, West Carrollton and other cities and
then include Troy, Piqua, Sidney, Wapakoneta and Lima.

SIDNEY (21¢) — Five new Elco cars left the Bimel factory
Friday afternoon. One went to Harford City, Indiana, one
to Brownsville, Indiana, one to Dave Russell, CPA, Sidney,

Ohio, one to West Milton, one to Arcanum and one to
Hollandsburg.

MAPLEWOOD-Frank  Clark, the auctioneer at
Maplewood, found a big mushroom one day last week
which was an exhibition at Charles Valentine’s barber
shop. The mushroom weighed one pound, measured nine
inches in diameter and eleven inches high.

PASCO-There will be a memorial service for the soldiers
at the Pasco United Brethren church Sunday afternoon,
May 31 at 3 PM. The sermon will be preached by Rev. P.
O. Rhodes. The decoration of the soldiers’ graves in Pasco
cemetery will take place immediately after the sermon. A
cordial invitation is extended to all the old soldiers to
attend the service. It is hoped that some of the G. A. R.
from the city will attend and assist at the cemetery.
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




