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Mission: “To actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  
promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 
excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome New Members 

 
No new members this month. 

Wouldn’t a SCHS membership be a great gift? 
 
 
 
 

SCHS Memberships 
Yearly 

 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

May 2018 Edition 

18th Annual  
Graceland Cemetery Tour 

 

Thursday, June 21, 2018 
8:00 P.M. 

Graceland Cemetery 
Sidney 

Free and Open to the Public 

100th Anniversary Celebration of  
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan Building 

May 30, 2018 
    Open House tours 101 Court Street, 
Sidney. Come throughout the day and 
enjoy a few tasty treats. 
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Volunteers 
March Volunteer Info: 

   40 Volunteers 
  197 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for March: 
 

Nolan Gessler 
Kade Schmeising 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you! In March,   

227 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Hageman’s - Snoopy 
 
 

Who got it: 
Richard Bailey 
Mary Jannides 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

Thank you to Alisha Cooper from the Shelby County Health Department  
for the presentation on the Spanish Influenza of 1918. 

Tragedy and Turmoil: 1900-1925 Exhibit Opens with 
Spanish Influenza Program 



 

It would run from  east  to  west.    To  engineer a 
railroad through  Sidney   was  a  challenge  due  to  the  
natural  valley created by the Great Miami River. The 
steep grade into and out of the city caused the trains to 
maintain a speed to go up the steep grades. I am sure 
you have all noticed you come into Sidney from each 
direction and have to go downhill. 
 Coming from the east, the tracks passed through 
Pasco and steamed out of what is now  
Tawawa Park, then crossed the river behind what was 
the old Presbyterian Cemetery, later to be home to the 
high school. The tracks ran across Miami Ave., Main 
Ave., and Ohio Ave. The train would be required to 
maintain speed across those avenues to travel up the 
grade and out of town to the west. Now think about the 
dangers to pedestrians and buggy traffic on those 
streets. The train would be traveling fast to get up the 
steep grade. 
 Many people were hurt or killed by the trains 
traveling through town at a high rate of speed. Robert 
Given of the Sidney Tannery and his sister Isabella 

were both killed within a year of each other 
while crossing the tracks. Charles 
Benjamin was seriously injured after being 
struck by a train on Miami Ave. 
 The flood of 1913 was maybe the 
final reason to relocate the Big Four rail 
lines. The swirling waters of the flood 
washed out parts of the tracks and 
disrupted operations. A decision was made 
to relocate the tracks south of town. The 
bridge project would not be an ordinary 
one. The new bridge would have to span 
the width of the valley and would require 
14 miles of embankment. It was probably 
the greatest construction project in the 
history of Sidney. It was to take two years 
and cost over 5 million dollars. The 
decision  to  reroute  the  railroad  from  the  
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Written by Julie Gilardi  
 Did anyone ever wonder how the Big Four 
Bridge was named? Did anyone ever think it was 
because of the four visible arches that span the road and 
river? The name “Big Four” came from the Big Four 
Railroads that made up the rail line that used to run 
through downtown Sidney. The embankment that was 
built for the Big Four started from the east outside of 
Pasco. The embankment cut off the water supply from 
Mosquito Creek to a mill that was in Pasco, then went 
to the west and continued out of town. 
 The Sidney Feeder Canal came through Sidney 
in the mid 1840’s and opened up commercial 
opportunities for local businesses and farmers. By 
1856, the railroads connected Shelby County to 
important northern and southern   markets.  Sidney,  
with   its   location along the Great Miami River, was 
able to create an early industrial powerhouse by 
shipping goods in and out of the county. 
 The first railroad company to launch a line 
through Shelby County was the Bellefontaine and 
Indiana.  This line  would  later be  called the Big Four.  

Taken from: Engineering News-Record  
Volume 91, No. 15, October 11, 1923. 



 

4 

middle of downtown Sidney to the south end of town at 
its present location had been several years in the 
making. However, the flood of 1913 was certainly the 
major factor to relocate the railroad. 
 Construction began on the Big Four Bridge in 
1921. The Walsh Construction Company of Davenport, 
Iowa was in charge of the project. Hundreds of men, 
many itinerant laborers, worked on the site. Tons of 
earth formed the east and west embankments. Wooden 
trestles were built and extended to the center to create 
the bridge. Dump or gondola cars were backed across 
the trestles to unload tons of earth. 
 There would be a cost in human lives as well.  It 
was over 89 years ago that the first death  occurred.  
Lima  resident  Henry  Snyder was killed and his co-
worker Patrick Fitzgerald was seriously injured in June 
of 1922. One of the trestles on the east side of the river 
collapsed, sending workers crashing to the ground 100 
feet below. A man on the ground narrowly escaped 
injury as 4 gondola cars tumbled from the collapsing 
trestle. Local residents helped remove debris from the 
accident victims. Oddly, a trolley crashed that same 
week on the corner of Walnut and Court, killing a man. 
It was not a banner week for trains in Sidney. However, 
the trestle was rebuilt, and construction continued. 
 Massive concrete abutments began to take 
shape by the end of the year. During the pouring of 
these abutments, tragedy struck again. Thomas Schmidt 
of Sidney was working on the top of one of the bridge 
abutments when he slipped and fell to his death. 
Another near tragedy involved a motorist passing under 
the bridge while it was still under construction. The 
man and his wife were coming from Troy heading 
north on 25-A through Sidney on their way to visit their 
son  in  Napoleon, Ohio.  The  man  did not  see  the  

watchman motioning him to stop and didn’t see the 
rope stretched across the road until it was too late. The 
rope sliced through the top of the auto peeling it back 
like a can opener. The rope caught the man under the 
chin, nearly causing his death. He lived but was 
seriously injured. 
 Almost a year after Henry Snyder was killed by 
a collapsing trestle to the east side of the bridge, 
tragedy struck on the west side of the structure. In 
1924, witnesses heard the shattering of wooden support 
braces. The shattering sound was followed by the 
collapse of 125 feet of the trestle. Ten loaded gondola 
cars tumbled to the ground carrying workers to their 
deaths. The death toll was now 4. The next eerie 
incident occurred June 24, 1924. An explosion on top 

of the Big Four Bridge shattered windows on some of 
the homes on the south end of Sidney. Chief O’Leary 
investigated and found that the dynamite had been 
placed in a leather pouch and placed on the top of the 
center span of the bridge directly above 25-A. 
Additional explosives were found on the span above 
the river. No one was ever arrested, and the crime was 
never solved. 
 We have all heard the story about a worker and 
perhaps a mule buried in the Big Four Bridge. Is it 
true? Local resident Myron Chambers had skipped 
school in the spring of 1923. He remembered sitting 
nearby watching the construction proceed. To his 
horror Chambers recalled, “I noticed a worker walking 
a 2x10 plank across the opening of the arch.” The 
worker fell into the concrete as the board flipped up. 
An effort was made to save him, but he was gone 
Chamber recalled. The worker had fallen down into the 
arch where the concrete was being poured. About 
twenty  minutes  later, the process of  pouring  concrete  
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began again. Of course, the legend  remains and  is  
perhaps  the most known story of the Big Four 
Bridge. 
 The massive project consumed 28,000 cubic 
yards of concrete and 900 pounds of steel. In 
addition to being an engineering marvel, the Big 
Four Bridge also serves as a monument to those 
men, whether identified or not, who died in its 
construction. Late at night as the train rumbles 
across the top, the whistle sings out a mournful tune 
to those men who lost their lives. 

These are the men who worked on the 
bridge during the 1920s. 

Taken from: Engineering News-Record - Volume 91, No. 15, October 11, 1923. 



 

6 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
MAY-1943-75 YEARS AGO 

COMPILED BY Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (15th)-“Where there’s a will-there’s a way!” with that as 
its slogan the Copeland Refrigeration corporation went to work 
and today just four months after its East Sidney plant was 
completely destroyed by fire, the new plant is in full production 
on war work in one of the most modern factory buildings in the 
vicinity.  The new plant stands as a splendid tribute to the 
initiative and effort of the head of the organization and his 
associates, the cooperation of its employees and the assistance 
given by the representatives of the various federal agencies. 
 

SIDNEY (17th)-Auxiliary First Class Velma Bogart, daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. George Bogart, 519 Park street, has safely landed in 
north Africa, according to a press release coming from the allied 
headquarters in Africa last night.  AFC Bogart, who enlisted in 
WAAC’s late last January, was one of 71 members of the 
women’s army auxiliary corps, to reach the African theater of 
war.  She was inducted at Fort Hayes, Columbus, and trained at 
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., and Daytona Beach, Fla.  She was never 
home on a furlough since her entrance into the service. 
 

SIDNEY (18th)-William B. Swonger, president of the St. Mary’s 
Canning company, reviewed the canning industry and its 
problems in a talk Monday noon at the regular meeting of the 
Rotary club held in the Hotel Wagner.  The program was 
arranged by C. M. Foga, chairman for May.  Swonger said that 
his company is operating 10 canning plants in Ohio, Indiana and 
Wisconsin with the plants having a production of from 50 to 175 
cans per minute, depending upon the size of the can.  They have 
3,000 acres planted in peas and 1,000,000 tomato plants out now 
but many more million are needed to meet the demand.  It is also 
pointed out that the company is packing a special army ration 
meal comprising of beef, potatoes, pop rock, carrots, navy beans, 
tomato sauce and seasoning…Miss Margaret Ann Salm, of 
Dayton; Miss Leona Reineck, Harry Lutmerding, Gibsonburg; 
Miss Mabel Foster, Bowling Green; F. L. Hemmert, of Piqua, 
were guests Sunday in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Salm, 
Bon Air, joining Mrs. Salm’s brother Kermit Hemmert, student 
this year in Bowling Green, who left from this city today for 
induction into the army reserve in which he had been enrolled 
for some time.  Mr. Hemmert had been here for the past week 
with the Salm family. 
 

SIDNEY (20th)-From F 1/C Don Beer comes a letter written 
on the high seas to his parents, Mr.&Mrs. Ward Beer.  “ I wrote a 
letter this week, but it didn’t get by the censors, so I’ll try 
again…” he wrote.  “I see ‘lil’ ole Sidney made the Saturday 
Evening Post.  I sure was surprised to be leafing through the 
Post and on turning the page, find Poplar street staring me in the 
face big as life.  “Tomorrow is Mother’s day and by the time this 
reaches you it will have come and gone.  I hope you got the 
posies Mom and sure hope you like them.  As I write this we 
have just received word of the fall of Tunis and Bizerte.  We can, 
I believe, mark this as the turning point of the war.  May God 
grant that the slaughter soon cease.  Hope Ward’s play is a 
success as well as Pop’s super tomatoes. 

Out of  the  Past 
THE DEMOCRAT 

MAY-1918-100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (3rd)-Following the demonstration on the public 
square Tuesday evening, what might have ended in a very serious 
affair, took place.  During the singing of “The Star Spangled 
Banner” there was a man standing in the crowd about the middle 
of the street, who did not remove his cap.  A young lady stepped 
up to him and removed it for him.  The fellow placed the cap 
back on his head again and the fact was reported to the speaker 
standing on the automobile.  After the exercises he called out 
that there was a man back there who had refused to remove his 
hat.  “Get Him,” he shouted, “bring him up here and make him 
kiss the flag.”  At this many in the crowd started and ran as a 
mob west on Poplar street.  Someone shouted, “its Staley.” The 
fellow disappeared in an alley and made his escape.  On the 
people ran, both young and old, the young being urged on by the 
older ones in the crowd.  Many automobiles followed them. 
They ran up the West avenue hill to Pike street and quickly 
surrounded the home of George P. Staley.  They climbed on is 
roof, broke out windows in the kitchen and scuffle with George 
and threw a tin can at him which struck him over the fore head, 
causing a bad flesh wound only to find out it was not him.  
Police patrolled the area for some time and the persons who 
noticed the fellow in the crowd who failed to remove his cap, 
stated that it was not Staley but it was a man about 35 years of 
age. 
 

SHELBY CONTY-In the list of appointments announced at 
the war department at Washington Monday as second lieutenants 
at Camp Sherman are found the following three Shelby county 
boys:  Robert G. Taylor, infantry, son of Mr. and Mrs. O. B. 
Taylor, of south Ohio avenue.  Clarence H. Royon, infantry, and 
James B. Royon, infantry, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Royon, of 
Houston.   
 

SIDNEY (10TH)-About twenty drivers who were driving a 
bunch of Gremlin’s through from Flint, Michigan, to Cincinnati 
for a Tennessee man, went on strike when they reached Sidney 
Tuesday morning.  Some of the drivers had been hauling 
passengers in their cars charging them for it and to this the 
Tennessee man objected, stating that if an accident would 
happen he would be liable for a damage suit and also that it was 
not the proper thing for the drivers to do as they were being paid 
for their time.  The drivers were all from Flint, Michigan.  After 
an argument for about an hour the party got their differences 
settled and drove on south. 
 

SIDNEY (17th)-George Stewart, of Enterprise avenue, captured 
a big snapping turtle Saturday afternoon.  The turtle weighed just 
20 pounds and was caught about 2 ½ miles downriver.  It is on 
exhibition in front of the Elk café. 
 

SIDNEY (31st)-The public reception given by The Peoples 
Saving & Loan Association on Wednesday afternoon and 
evening was one of the events of the city.  The occasion was the 
dedication of its splendid new home to public use.  There was 
pleasing music.  Roses for the ladies and small souvenirs were the 
favors.  A pleasant feature of the occasion was the many flowers 
sent by friends. 
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       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 
Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 

David and Nancy Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our 
Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate 
plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


