
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 

CONTACT US: 

937-498-1653 

 

On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

 

  FaceBook:  

Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  

promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

Tim Mann, Sidney, OH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

May 2019 Edition 

Coming in June 2019 

June 7th @ 7:00 pm Patriotic Concert  

 Shelby County Courthouse 

 100 E. Court St., Sidney 

  This open-air concert will feature the  

  Wright Patterson Air Force Band of Flight. 

  This event is free and open to the public 

 

June 13th @ 7:00 pm Bicentennial Lecture Series:  

 Transportation’s Role in Shelby County History 
 Presented by Scott Trostle 

 Ross Historical Center 

 201 N. Main Ave, Sidney 

  This event is free and open to the public. 

 

June 29th @ 10:00 am Tawawa Park 2nd Annual Cruise-in 

 In honor of Anthony McLain 

 12 Tawawa Dr, Sidney 

  Registration opens at 10:00 am. Cruise-in  

  begins at Noon.  This event is free and open to the 

  public. 
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Volunteers 

March Volunteer Info: 

  49 Volunteers 

142  Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for March: 
Deb Kaufman 

Anne Morrow 

 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In March,  

320 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

County - Gappa the Triphibian Monster and 

Frozen  

Ballou - Peeps will be on sale 
 

Who got it: 
Phil Abbott, Julie Gilardi, Doug Benson, Roger 

Lentz, Carole Leffler, Paul and Janice Workman 

and Ruthann Valentine,  

 

 

The clues will be found ONLY in 

the “Out of the Past” section.  

 

The Life of Philip Millhoff 
Presented by Doug Millhoff 

Date: May 14, 2019 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Location: Amos Memorial Public Library 

      230 E. North St, Sidney 
 

 Philip Millhoff emigrated to the United States from France in 1750 and fought in the 

Revolutionary War.  His grandson, Rev. Philip Millhoff, was a soldier in the Civil War and is 

buried at the Houston, Ohio cemetery.  Douglas Millhoff is a member of the SAR and a 

direct descendent. 
 

This event is free and open to the public 
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 PHILADELPHIA… Auction goers are always in for an adventure when they 

participate in a Kamelot auction, but the recent sale of the Iconic collection of Richard and 

Linda Scot from “Sydney,” Ohio, set a high bar.  It was amazing to see, absolutely one of the 

most exciting auctions we’ve had in recent history.  Featured, was a fully restored Cretors 

Model C horse drawn popcorn and peanut wagon, circa 1903, from “Sydney,” Ohio. 

 Patent number records show that the Sidney machine was one of the earliest produced.  

Charles Cretors started in Decatur, Illinois, and moved to Chicago, and put his roaster on the 

sidewalk.  By 1893, Cretors created a steam-powered machine that could roast 12 pounds of 

peanuts, 20 pounds of coffee, popcorn, and baked chestnuts, as well.  By 1900, Cretors 

introduced the first horse drawn popcorn wagon.  Over the years, Cretors produced the 

popcorn machines for movie theater houses, and these cost $12,000.  Cretors still produces 

hot air poppers and related items. 

 

Author’s note: 

 In a “follow-up” with several requests to the Philadelphia Auction House to inquire 

for historical reference where the Sidney Machine was going and how it was to be used or 

displayed, I got zero response.  (2019) 

To the right: POSTCARD 

IMAGES OF SHELBY 

COUNTY, 2004, page 23, a 

particular feature was the 

Popcorn and Peanut Popper 

Wagon that sat on the 

Sidney Square for several 

decades, and was a popular 

Saturday night treat for all 

who shopped and roamed 

the Square. 

Sidney Icon Lives On 
By: Terry Lee 
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This year our award winning program “Manufacturing Day” was requested by Lehman Catholic High 

School.  They invited the 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students from their feeder schools in Sidney, 

Piqua, Troy, Greenville, Celina, and Saint Marys, over 300 students in all.  An undertaking of this 

magnitude would never work without the help of our volunteers!  We thank each and every one of 

you for your tireless efforts!  We would also like to thank the Monarch Legacy Fund, a part of the  

Community Foundation of Shelby County, Bob Sargeant, Dave Ross, and the Shelby County 

Workforce Partnership for their support in this endeavor.  

Engineering 

Josh Sounders-Emerson Climate Technologies 

Erika O'Millian-Emerson Climate Technologies 

Human Resources 

Amanda Card-Lochards, Inc. 

Gary Bonifas 

Deb McDermott-Workforce Partnership 

Roger Fulk-Workforce Partnership 

Packaging 

Karen Potts 

Carrie Rowan  

Cara McMann 

Payroll 

Tilda Phlipot 

Purchasing 

Mike Mullen 

Quality Control 

Marvin Beverly - Honda 

Megan Hengstler - Honda 

Warehousing 

Sophie Hurley-Shelby County Soil and Water Conservation 

Jane Bailey 

Beth Bailey 

Saws 

Bob Shoffner 

Cecil Steele 

Roger Lentz 

Mark Schlagetter 

Mike Jones 

Kurt Anderson 

Drills 

Jim Loos 

Richard Bailey 

John Wooddell 

Steve Egbert  

Don Nuss 

Darrell Spangler 

Lee Woodruff 

Labeling 

Sheila Freisthler 

Lola Billiel 

Faye Spangler 

Sharon Mohrbacher 

Jane Jones 

Lunch for Volunteers 

Kathie Woodruff 

Jeanne Schlagetter 

Transportation-Shelby County 

Antique Power Association 

Harry Noah 

Emerson Watkins 

Jim Koo 

Aaron Stallings 

SawsSawsSaws   TransportationTransportationTransportation   
EngineeringEngineeringEngineering   

DrillingDrillingDrilling   PackagingPackagingPackaging   
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Ala Mysteries 

at the Museum, 

a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Mysteries at the  
Ross Historical Center! 

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

Civil War Discharge Papers 
 

 Shelby Countians have participated in every war since the 

Revolutionary War, with the largest percent of the population involved in 

the Civil War. More soldiers from Shelby County lost their lives in this war 

than in any other since, with the total reaching just over 300. Ever since the 

Society’s first participation in the Civil War Living History Weekend 

biennial event, it has always been a special treat when we can connect Shelby 

County with the Civil War on a more personal level. At the beginning of the 

year, we received a few documents pertaining to Sidney High School along 

with some that helped tell the tale of one man’s service to his country. Nestled 

among several newspaper articles and pension records were not one, but two 

military discharge papers from the Civil War! This type of record is not very 

common to find, and it’s always a treasure to see one come through our doors. 

With a document such as this, it’s always fascinating to learn more about the 

soldier who received it, which is usually the biggest mystery to solve. 

 Upon examination, we learned that 

both documents were given to  the same 

person, Christian Baumann. His name may not be a familiar 

one; however the older paper gives insight into one of the most 

famous regiments from this part of Ohio, Battery M of the 1st Ohio 

Light Artillery, otherwise known as Schultz’s Battery. This battery was 

comprised of mainly German speaking men from Shelby, Miami, and 

Auglaize County who participated in multiple battles, with one of the largest being the battle at 

Chickamauga. It was organized in 1860 under Col. James Barnett, who signed the discharge paper on 

the left, and was commanded by Major (Captain) Frederick Schultz. They were mustered in for a three 

year enlistment starting December 3, 1861 and at the beginning of the war were attached to the 

Artillery Reserve with the Army of the Ohio. By the end of the war, the battery had lost 19 men and 

ceased to exist on April 11, 1865 when its remaining members were consolidated with Battery I of the 

1st Ohio Light Artillery. A monument stands in the park at the intersection of S. Ohio Ave. and S. 

Main Ave. in Sidney, which lists the names of almost all who served with this unit. Interestingly 

enough, Christian Baumann’s name is not included in this list. 

Christian Baumann 
 

 According to the above discharge papers, Christian Baumann was born in Bavaria, Germany about 1832. He eventually made his 

way to the United States and Ohio, where he became a citizen and enlisted to fight in the Civil War on September 5, 1861. He was assigned 

to Co. M of the 1st Ohio Volunteer Light Artillery as an artificer due to his previous occupation as a saddler. An artificer during the war 

would have been a skilled craftsman who concentrated on repairs in the unit. Due to his position as a saddler, Christian would most likely 

have fought at the rear with the battery’s forge and equipment wagon. On December 31, 1863, he was discharged from Schultz’s Battery at 

Nashville, Tennessee and re-enlisted as a private in Co. I of the 1st Ohio Volunteer Light Artillery, also known as the veteran soldier’s 

group. He was then discharged on July 24, 1865. After the war in 1868, Christian Bauman traveled aboard the ship Atalanta, arriving in 

New York on November 13, most likely from a trip to Germany. 

 On March 17, 1872, Christian Bauman married Ann Elizabeth (Giaman) Bennett here in Shelby County, and the couple resided in 

first Green and then Perry Township. Together, they had three children: Daniel C., John Lewis, and Charles F. Unfortunately, there is very 

little information about Christian’s life after the 1880 U.S. Census until his death in 1900 on October 6th. He was buried in Highland 

Cemetery in Covington in Miami County, and according to his grave registration, no marker was given. His widow, Ann, then applied for a 

pension through the Department of the Interior. Again, there is no record of the Baumann family until 1920 when Ann and her son John 

Lewis are recorded as living in Anna, and then by 1922 they had moved to 329 Enterprise Ave. in Sidney. Ann Elizabeth passed away in 

1927, leaving behind their son Lewis, defined as a “helpless child” by the state. Through a special act by President Coolidge, Lewis 

Baumann was granted a pension, which he was to receive until he no longer needed it. Unfortunately, here is where our tale of Christian 

Baumann’s life ends, as much of it has been difficult to uncover for various reasons, one of which being the multiple way to spell 

“Baumann” while another could be the numerous accounts by the same name who all lived at around the same time in Ohio. 
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The Bicentennial The Bicentennial The Bicentennial 
Celebrations Celebrations Celebrations 

Begin!Begin!Begin!   
 April 1, 2019, was the kickoff for the yearlong Shelby County Bicentennial celebration.  The event was well 

attended by the community, and they were greeted by Sidney Mayor,] Michael Barhorst.  Also attending was Ohio 

Governor Michael DeWine, State Senator Matthew Huffman, State Representative Susan Manchester, Shelby County 

Commissioners Robert Guillozet, Anthony Bornhorst, and Julie Ehemann, President of Miami County Commission 

Gregory Simmons, Archdiocese of Cincinnati Sidney Deanery Reverend Steven Shoup, Shelby County Ministerial 

Association’s President Pastor Rodney Reynolds, the Shelby County Sheriff’s Honor Guard, and the Shelby County 

Bicentennial Choir.  After the presentation Governor DeWine stayed to sign autographs. 

Governor Michael DeWine greets the residents of Shelby County. 

      The Shelby County 

Bicentennial Choir was 

comprised of Anna High 

S c h o o l ,  C h r i s t i a n 

Academy High School, 

Fairlawn High School, 

Jackson Center High 

School, and Lehman High 

School.  The students were 

directed by Sonya Phillips. 

 Governor DeWine 

autographed the inside of  

a program for SCHS. 

      On April 18, 2019, Rich Wallace 

gave a fascinating program called 

“A Bicentennial Retrospective: Why 

We Are Who We Are,” which was 

lived streamed on Facebook.  This 

feed is still available to watch on the 

Shelby County Historical Society’s  

Facebook page if you missed it!  A 

special thank you to Amos Library 

for hosting this event. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1949-70 Yrs. Ago-MAY 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (2nd)-High School Chattering-Everyone is 
wondering where Johnny Frantz acquired the crawdad that 
turned up in Diane Dickas’ desk...Why does the name 
“Tom” bring out a certain gleam in Janet Kilkovit’s eye.  
Could be she has a yen for a certain blond junior 
lad?...Anybody with a doubt as to Jim Lachey’s French 
ancestry, ask him to pronounce “excellence.”  Par le vous.  
Monsieur Pierre?.. Has Betty Raterman some theatrical 
blood in her?  Those are really some poses she strikes in 
trying to hit that volley ball. 
 Sophomore girls were hostesses at the fourth 
annual geometry tea held in the school assembly hall, 
Tuesday afternoon, April 26, for the purpose of 
acquainting the freshmen girls with the everyday 
importance of geometry.  Clever mathematical designed 
invitations were sent and accepted by the high school 
members of the faculty freshmen algebra students and the 
members of the senior trig class.  Delightful entertainment 
was presented by the sophomores.  Opening the program 
was a short dramatization of a mathematics class being held 
out-of-doors.  Audrey Schmidt was the presiding teacher.  
Class was opened with the entire assembly singing a parody 
of the “Easter Parade,” written by Rita Eshman, Rosemary 
Beck, Marilyn Ordean, and Betty Ratermann, seniors.  A 
tempting menu was served at tables gaily decorated with 
miniature Easter baskets, rubik cubes, clowns made of egg 
shells and crepe paper marked the place of each guest. 
 

SIDNEY (8th)-Extra Special for Mother’s Day.  Silver 
White Cake with long shred coconut with decorated 
“Mother” and rose, in gift box, only $1.29.  Same Cake not 
decorated.  With artificial orchid, in gift box, only $1.49.  
Order from your favorite grocer or from Sexauer Inc., 
phone 2161-1.  Baked by the bakers of Butter-Nut Bread.  
Sexauer, Inc. 
 

ANNA (20th)-Land of the free at last-Shelby county 
opened its heart and its bountifulness to its first displaced 
person when Anna Gebusa, a Ukrainian Pole, stepped off 
the train Thursday afternoon in Sidney.  She will make her 
home with Joe Mertz and his father Frank Mertz, RR2, 
Anna.  She stands with Mertz in the photograph, a few 
seconds after she stepped onto the platform.  Mrs. Eugene 
Kloeker, R. R. 2, Anna, Mr. Mertz’ sister, accompanied him 
to the station to welcome Anna.  The Mertz family knows 
little of her background-she speaks no English.  They 
applied 18 months ago through Catholic Charities, offering 
a home to some displaced persons, but had dismissed it 
from their minds because they had heard nothing further.  
Tuesday, however, they were advised that a Polish woman 
would arrive in Sidney in two days to make her home with 
them. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

1919-100 Yrs. Ago-MAY 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SPRING FEVER (2nd)-Instead of giving up and saying 
you have “spring fever,” it is more sensible to take a good, 
wholesome physic, Biliousness, sick headache, sour 
stomach, bloating, luffing, coated tongue.-all are banished 
by Foley Cathartic Tablets.  B. B. Haward, Unadilla, Ga., 
writes:  “Foley Cathartic Tablets give quick relief.”  F. D. 
Christian, druggist. 
 

HARDIN-The entertainment at the Hardin school 
Tuesday evening was attended by a large crowd.  Sergeant 
Voress, who gave his experiences while in France, was very 
interesting and highly appreciated.  D. F. Mills made a 
splendid address in the interest of the Liberty Loan drive.  
The male quartette rendered several selections while the 
scholars did their part exceedingly well.  The Hardin 
Improvement club served ice cream. 
 

PORT JEFFERSON (16th)-To this meeting the relatives 
and friends of the deceased soldiers are especially invited.  
Seats will be reserved for all the soldiers of the war of the 
Rebellion, the World War soldiers, the W. R. C. members, 
the Spanish-American war soldiers, the Red Cross 
members and all other war work organizations.  The public 
in general are also cordially invited to attend and participate 
in the exercise. 
 

ANNA (23rd)-Every person who contributed to the 
centenary quota is asked to be at the services at Anna M. 
E. church Sunday morning to hear a final report and have a 
share in the rejoicing.  The services will be patriotic.  
Special music and a sermon on “The Patriotism of Peace”.  
Services at Wesley Chapel at 2 p.m...Memorial Day will be 
observed in the Town Hall at Anna.  Rev. Pieffer, of 
Sidney, will deliver the Memorial address at one o’clock.  
At 2:30 o’clock Memorial services will be held in the Pearl 
cemetery at Swanders. 
 

LORAMIE RESERVOIR (30th)-William Seigel, charged 
with placing fish nets in the Loramie Reservoir was 
arraigned before Justice of the Peace Hess Thursday 
afternoon.  He pleaded guilty and was fined $200 and 
costs.  Another charge of illegal fishing was placed against 
him to whom he pleaded not guilty.  The charges against 
Seigel were preferred by Deputy Game Warden Charles E. 
Haines, of Lima.  Mr. Haines said that within the past few 
weeks he and his deputies had secured twenty-nine nets 
that had been place in the reservoir for illegal fishing. 
 

SIDNEY (30th)-Persons having automobiles that they will 
be willing to donate for use in carrying the G. A. R., W. R. 
C. and solders to the cemetery on Memorial Day, Friday, 
are requested to notify anyone of the following parties by 
telephone at once:  W. A. Graham, L. M. Studevant, 
Emerson Deam or W. T. Amos. 7 
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Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 

David and Nancy Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
George and Janice Snowden 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our 
Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate 
plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


