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Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

May 2020 Edition 

 The past month has been a blur.  When we printed last month’s 

newsletter May 2020 was packed with activities and now the calendar is empty.  

COVID-19 has changed our world.  Manufacturing Day that was supposed to be 

held at Fairlawn Elementary on April 30, 2020, has been rescheduled for the 

spring of 2021.  Civil War Educational Day is in the process of being moved 

from May 8, 2020, to September 18, 2020. But nothing saddened the Society 

more then to have to postpone the Field of Crosses and the Traveling Vietnam 

Wall to September 2021. Though we have rescheduled all of the events that 

were supposed to happen in May, no one knows when COVID-19 will release 

its hold on the world or when we will all be able to attend large evens in the 

future. 

 History tells us that the last time citizens of the United States were 

mandated to wear a mask was in the midst of the Spanish influenza in 1918. The 

flu went across the United States and then had a second wave that was more 

deadly than the first. People were asked to stay home and away from large 

events for over 10 months. Let’s hope that we can open the United States slowly 

and not experience a second wave.  None of us want to be quarantined until 

Christmas. 

 Though the doors of the Ross Historical Center are shut to the public, 

the staff is working hard from their homes. Jane Bailey, Curator of the Shelby 

County Historical Society, has researched 95 locations in Sidney, Ohio, and has 

them ready to update the Shelby County Bicentennial Driving Tour App. She 

has also been transcribing oral histories that were taken several years ago while 

the Society hosted the Smithsonian exhibit, “Journey Stories.”  One of these oral 

histories is highlighted in this publication. Amazingly the first day the governor 

requested that we work from home the dog tags for the Field of Crosses were 

delivered.  Sharon Mohrbacher has spent weeks working on organizing the dog 

tags just in case we were able to host the Field of Crosses in May.  Even though 

the Field of Crosses has been postponed, Sharon has the dog tags ready for 

installation. Tilda Phlipot, Director, travels between the Society’s buildings and 

her home. Most of days she answers emails and telephone calls, reschedules and 

schedules events along with handling the everyday operational jobs, like picking 

up the mail and paying the bills. 

 Though you may not see our cars sitting next to the Ross Historical 

Center our hearts fill the building. It is our hope that shortly after the building 

reopens, we will have a new exhibit that will share with you how Sidney has 

changed over the last 200 years. 

 Please don’t forget that in 25, 50, 75, 100, and 125 years someone will 

be writing an “Out of the Past” column, hopefully for the Shelby County 

Historical Society.  Please take a moment and purchase a notebook. Write each 

day about what you are doing and how it feels to be quarantined. Future 

generations will use these diaries to tell the story of COVID-19. Please help the 

Shelby County Historical Society preserve history for future generations.  

A Note from the Director 
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Journey Stories: 
Interview Selections between Frank Thaman and Jennifer Gariety 

Jennifer: It is Wednesday morning, June 25, 2014. My 

name is Jennifer Gariety and I’m here with Dr. Littleton 

and Mr. Thaman at the Shelby County Historical 

Society. We’re going to start by asking you your full 

name? 

Frank: Frank T. Thaman. Theodore. 

J: Theodore? 

F: Named after, my middle name is after my uncle, Ted 

Berning, he’s my uncle.  

 

J: Ok, were your parents from Shelby County? 

F: My grandparents on both sides was from Shelby 

County. One was from St. Patrick and the other was 

from Rhine. 

J: Ok, alright. Well, when and where were you born? 

F: I was born in McCartyville in the old house that now 

houses a tavern, and I was the last one born in that 

house. It wasn’t very big back then; it was probably 20 

feet by 30 feet and my mom and dad, when I was born, it 

was four kids in that little house and they had to do 

something. And it was old, it didn’t have nothing inside, 

I mean they moved out in ’20, before ’26, 1926 they 

moved across the street into a four bedroom home with 

plumbing, electric, furnace, I could just imagine that was 

a big thrill for my mother from what she was used to and 

then went to this home, the biggest house in 

McCartyville at that time. 

J: Wow. 

F: And it was only about thirteen years old when they 

bought it for $2,700. 

J: Wow. So you were born in 1924? 

F: I was born in 1924. 

J: Is that tavern still standing? 

F: The tavern is still there yet, the center part of the 

house is still there yet. They built on the back side and 

the front side. 

J: Is that Patrick’s? 

F: Yup, it was Patrick’s, yup. 
 

 

J: What was McCartyville like when you were growing 

up? 

F: It consisted of only about, at that time, probably ten 

houses at the most, and there was three or four families 

of kids, really old kids, Schroeder kids, Watercutter, and 

Thaman, that was it. And we was all in about the same 

age brackets too, I mean, and our most entertainment we 

would have ball games every night. (Laughs) Sometimes 

it would get played all the way and then sometimes it 

would end up in an argument who won. We chose teams 

by throwing the bat up in the air and you’d use your 

hands, the guy that could hold on to the bat last got first 

pick. 

J: Well that sounds fun. 

F: Well that was our entertainment back in them days. 

Later on my dad and Bill Grilliot and a couple others, 

they put a movie on, on the side of a building. That was 

once a week we’d have a movie. 

J: That’s pretty cool! 

F: Yeah. 

Dr. Littleton: Did they own their own projector? 

F: No, somebody came in and put it on. They paid so 

much, each one of the business places, which was 

probably only about four or five business places around 

that put this on, the movie on. It was a big thing back 

then. And then the next big thing in McCartyville that 

came up was in 1927. I can just remember them starting 

it,  when  they  built  the  school.   Man  that  was  a  big  
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building for that town school, and it was completed in 

1927. I started the, let’s see, I started school in ’30 then, 

yup. Had a big auditorium, the biggest one in the 

county I think at that time to play basketball. 

J: So was it first grade through twelfth grade? 

F: No, just eight grades. 

J: Ok. 

F: Two grades in each. It had four classrooms and it 

had two grades in each classroom. All the teachers 

taught two grades. Four teachers took care of the whole 

school. They took care of the activities, like playing 

ball and stuff like that. The four teachers took care of 

all eight grades.  
 

J: What did your parents do for a living? 

F: My parents, well let’s put it this way. Two 

prominent people in our big town was Bill Grilliot and 

my dad, Frank Thaman. Which Bill Grilliot sold John 

Deere farm equipment and they also worked on old cars 

back then, and my dad was in the, he sold windmill 

pumps and also gathered cream up from close to a 

hundred farms around McCartyville at that time. 

J: What did some of your neighbors do? Were they 

farmers or? 

F: My neighbors on both sides, one side worked with 

Bill Grilliot, which was Shorty Coverman, and the 

other side was Tony Watercutter and he was in this 

racing business and trucking hogs and cattle. That 

about consist of all the businesses that was in town. 

Besides we had two grocery stores and way back, 

Henry Flaute, ran a grocery store, he had a saloon, he 

had a motel, filling station, and ice house all in one 

place. That was quite a big place back then, but then it 

just deteriorated because the saloon business went to 

pot and the grocery store didn’t keep up with times, and 

nobody stayed in the hotel anymore. 

J: Now where were those things at in relation to 29 and 

119? 

F: On the southwest corner of 119 and 29. It’s gone 

now too, it got torn down. But that was quite a place 

way back in the years when people were traveling and 

had to have a place to stay, so that was, and I guess the 

saloon  

went good way back then. And things kinda changed 

after that, he got a little left out in town for some reason 

or another.  
 

J: Let’s see… what other kinds of things did you do for 

fun growing up? Did you ever go to roadside parks or 

drive-ins? 

F: We had the Loramie Creek west of us and I spent a lot 

of time fishing. If you didn’t have anything to do you 

went fishing. Later on when I got older I worked on my 

grandpa’s farm and when I went to high school, I worked 

for a guy in the summertime that did threshing. Thresh 

season, it was a long season because the wheat was put in 

the barns and you’d thresh out of the barns. It wasn’t 

like; there wasn’t a combine back then. The season 

probably was about six weeks long, the threshing was, I 

worked for the guy, Frank Schmitmeyer that done the 

threshing, you got a dollar a day and all you could eat at 

noon. 

J: One heck of a pay. Can you talk a little bit more about 

threshing and actually harvesting? Can you talk a little 

bit more about the process? 

F: Well, I also worked for a farm right out of town, cut 

corn by hand, corn knife. You tie so many, every so often 

in the field you tie four bundles of corn together and then 

you shock the rest of it around it. That’s the way, all the 

corn was harvested that way, cutting them, most of it was 

cut by hand, and then they come along with what they 

called a corn binder, which would cut it, put it in a 

bundle, and tie it, then you could shock it. That gave way 

to one day, a guy by the name of John Albers, north of 

town, bought a new John Deere. A tractor with a two row 

picker on it. Now mind you, that was a big improvement. 

Went down through the cornfield, picked two rows, and 

then the corn would go up and fall right in the wagon. 

DL: Did they still hire all you young people after that or 

did they not need you? 

F: Well that, the pull binders come along and there 

wasn’t too much corn cut by hand anymore. That’s the 

way that ended, the same way with the wheat and the 

oats; it gave way to the combine finally. First it was, 

well, way back they used a cradle, you cut it by hand, 

you used a cradle and it would fall in the cradle and once  
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you got the cradle full you tie it together. That gave way 

to a wheat binder they called it, would tie it and cut it up, 

and then you chocked it. Then the combine come along, 

cut it, threshed it, all over with in one operation. 

(Laughs) That’s how farming went, I’m at an age I can 

remember all that stuff yet, a lot of hard work, all the 

machinery that come and changed it, now it’s changed 

more yet, and my dad also would buy cream, he got into 

the milk business. Haul milk, whole milk, into Lima. 

That was a big move too and he done that until 1940, 

about 1942, something like that, and he sold out and in 

’40, no, he sold out in ’40 already I think it was. I bought 

the business back in ’42 and I continued in that for 46 

years then, hauling milk for 46 years. The dairy business 

went from the average pickup in the 40’s was probably 

150 pounds per shipper, that’s all you would pick up 

each farm, there were some that had more, some that had 

less, but that was average. When I sold out, our average 

pick up was over 6,000 pounds. It went that far. Course 

that went from cans to bulk tank, changed a lot. 

J: What was the name of your business? 

F: Thaman’s Inc. 
 

J: Did you ever go to the fair? Or community festivals 

around the county? 

F: Well, when I was in high school I also raised rabbits. 

One time I raised rabbits; I probably had over two 

hundred rabbits. I raised rabbits for a restaurant in 

Minster that every so often they would have a rabbit fry 

and every so I often I would have to furnish 15-20 

rabbits for that rabbit fry. Then one day I got a disease in 

my rabbits and went out of business. Then for a project 

for FFA in high school, I bought one Hampshire gilt off 

of Don Brant, which he raised registered hogs. So I 

raised hogs in town for a while until I graduated, well I 

got rid of the hogs, they shouldn’t have been in town in 

the first place I guess. (Laughs) 

J: Speaking about livestock and food, did you guys have 

a garden in town? 

F: A big garden, big garden. I don’t think my mother 

spent $5 a week at the grocery store to raise seven kids 

cause we had potatoes and tomatoes and cabbage. We 

would have 20 gallon crock, we’d fill that up with kraut 

cabbage every year, it’d be clear full, that’s a lot of 

kraut. 

  

J: Yeah! 

F: We canned tomatoes, I can remember every so often 

we’d have homemade bread with canned tomatoes, you’d 

put on top the homemade bread. My mother’d put sugar 

in the tomatoes; put that on your bread, that was your 

supper then. 
 

J: Did you ever serve in the military? 

F: Yes I did, I served in the US Army for one year and 

five days. I was only in, I got drafted on the last end. I 

was married then when I got drafted in, and then when 

the war was over with, why they released fathers, and I 

was in a company, I was the only one in there, captain 

called over there and said, “You wanna go home?” I said, 

“Whenever you’re ready.” He said, “Just pack your bags 

and you can go. You’re the only one I got.” There was a 

percentage of fathers that could get out, and just pack 

their bag and go, so I said, “Ok.” He said, “I’ll have your 

tickets ready for you, just get on the train and go back to 

Illinois for discharge.” Cause I was over on the west 

coast. 
 

J: You mentioned the dairy trucking in Shelby County; 

what other kinds of jobs did you have in Shelby County? 

F: That I had? 

J: Yeah. 

F: Oh, I don’t know, I was in the milk hauling business 

forty six years and also had an equipment business too, I 

installed hundreds of bulk tanks and dairy equipment. I 

done that, in the can days I had eight can trucks on the 

road at one time, and I had five bulk trucks. Best 

equipment I always had anywhere from, oh, five to eight 

people working for 

me. Kept busy.  

J: Other than being 

in the military, did 

you ever live 

anywhere other 

t h a n  S h e l b y 

County? 

F: Nope, lived in 

Shelby County all 

my life otherwise. 

Strictly a Shelby 

Countian. 
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Saturday, March 28, 2020 

Photo by John Hemp 

Photo by John Hemp 

Photo by John Hemp 

 To bring a little joy to the community after being “Sheltered-in-Place” for nearly two weeks because of 

COVID-19, the Shelby County Historical Society contacted the Sidney Police Department’s Chief Will Balling 

and asked for permission to bring back an old fashioned “Cruise” to downtown Sidney.  The point was to get 

people out of the house while still maintaining a safe distance from each other.   

 People were invited through Facebook to bring their prized cars, trucks, motorcycles or other type of 

vehicles or to park in a safe location and watch the parade of cars, while practicing the mandated safe distance.  

Others along the route were lucky enough to be able sit on their front porch and watch the cars drive by.  

Participants were also encouraged to visit their favorite restaurant along the route.  When TAM 105.5 

discovered there was a “Cruise” they encouraged listeners to call in to request their favorite cruising music. 

 The weather wasn’t as cooperative as we had hoped but that didn’t spoil the fun!  Sidney PD estimated 

approximately 200 cars showed up!  A live stream of the Cruise was posted on the Society’s Facebook page if 

you missed the fun! 

The suggested Cruise Route. 

Looking down Ohio Avenue. 
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
MAY-60 YEARS AGO-1960 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

MINSTER (5th)-The spring dance-Sacred Heart Altar 
society is sponsoring with the Men’s Holy Name Society 
this Saturday evening, May 7, in the Wonder Bar at Minster 
was emphasized when the altar society held its May 
meeting Monday evening.  It is to be open to the public.  
The patrons are to dance to the music of the Dean Kohler 
Combo from nine-thirty o’clock in the evening until twelve 
thirty o’clock.  This is one of the benefit features the 
society is fostering to carry on its many faceted programs.  
All of the proceeds from the four-dollar-per-couple tickets 
will go into this fund.  The sponsors are telling, that they 
will be available at the Wonder Bar door the night of the 
dance if not secured in advance, announced Herbert 
Hoying of the men’s organization and Mrs. George 
Schroer, chairman for the women’s group.  Mrs. Wallace 
Masteller Jr., president of the altar society, who was in 
charge of the meeting, with Mrs. George Schroer, gave 
other future dates including that of the annual Parish Picnic 
of the Holy Angels congregation.  It is to sponsor the 
embroidery booth.  Mrs. Raymond Barhorst asked that the 
women bring their handmade articles as early as possible. 
 

SIDNEY (11th)-Dr. Clayton Kiracofe is pleased to 
announce that Dr. John Beigel is now associated with him 
in the practice of Optometry at 410-420 Ohio Building, 
Sidney Oh.  Telephone-HY-26535…Sidney couples 
attended a shoe show sponsored by the Ohio Shoe 
Travelers Club last weekend in Deshler Hilton Hotel, 
Columbus.  Mr. and Mrs. Louis Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer Schultz, Mr. & Mrs. Shoehorn and Mr. and Mrs. 
John W. Lorton represented the Burkhardt and Uhlman 
stores. 
 

SIDNEY (13th)-Municipal Parking Lot-This is the site of 
the former elevator building belonging to the old Miami 
Grain and Feed Co. after the old structures were razed for 
establishment of a municipally owned parking lot at West 
avenue and Court streets.  Seen here from West Court 
street and looking directly north on the site are huge piles 
of fill material from the city’s stock pile of rock, sand, 
gravel and earth dredged from the Great Miami River in 
deepening its channel in the Custenborder Field area.  The 
piled up material here is part of an estimated 200 plus cubic 
yards hauled to the site since the fill-in project was started 
Wednesday afternoon.   
 

BOTKINS (14th)-Sisters will graduate from Botkins high 
school on Tuesday, May 17th, with top honors.  Miss 
Barbara Hemmert is the valedictorians for the 1960 class 
while her sister Charlotte, is the salutatorian.  
Commencement exercise for the class of 22 members will 
be held at 8PM in the high school auditorium. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

1920-MAY-100 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (7th)-A newly organized boy’s club composed of 
Marvin McMillen, Leroy Long, Robert Theurer, Paul 
Eashebaugh, Hugh Brautigan, Allie Dawin, Leroy Goffena 
and Harold Strafford was entertained at the home of 
Harold Stafford.  The club has been called the Friday 
Night club…The secretary of state has announced the 
appointment of Jerry Quinlisk, Democrat and Carl E. 
Wilkinson, Republican, as members of the Shelby county 
election board.  Both are reappointments and both were 
endorsed by the regular Committee of the Democratic and 
Republican parties. 
 

LOCKINGTON-The long looked for, the long hoped for 
transformers for the electric lighting of our village have at 
last arrived and are being installed by the W.O.R.R.  The 
wiring of the different homes and the church will be 
pushed as rapidly as possible. 
 

PASCO-Honor mother by attending the Mother’s day 
service at the Pasco United Brethren Sunday School next 
Sunday at 1:30 o’clock. 
 

SIDNEY (14th)-While the other members of the Council 
seemed to be in favor of the expenditure of about $400-
$500 for the purchase of an Indian Chief motorcycle for a 
motor cycle cop Councilman Baker says that he is opposed 
to such a proposition.  He favors the hiring of a man with 
an auto at different times unknown to anyone except the 
Mayor, Chief of Police or Safety Director this man is to 
drive about the city and keep tab on speeding autos.  The 
person employed is to have full power to make arrests and 
bring the guilty parties into the Mayor’s court. 
 

FT. LORAMIE (21st)-Born-to Mr. & Mrs. Geo. Kirner-a 
girl, Ruth Thersia…Constable John Sturwold was very 
successful in removing a band of gypsies that were 
camping near the Walkup school house…Some money was 
found by Miss Rose Koverman on south Main street, near 
the garage.  Owner can have same by inquiring at the 
Willman Dept’t. Store…New mebers of the K. of C. 
Albert Anthony, Will Quartman and Henry Brucken. 
 

TURTLE  CREEK Township-Dr. M. A. Wiese of Turtle 
Creek township was notified Wednesday that he had 
successfully passed the Ohio State Board Veterinary 
examination held at Columbus Ohio, April 12-13, 1920 and 
was given a license to practice Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery in the state of Ohio. 
 

PT. JEFFERSON-The annual Memorial Day service at 
Port Jefferson will be held at the place Saturday afternoon 
May 29.  The procession will form at 1 PM and march to 
Glen cemetery where the address will be delivered by Rev. 
Buzzard and the graves of the deceased soldiers decorated. 7 
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