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“The Flourishing Fifties” exhibit focuses on an era
holding great nostalgia for those of a “certain age.” Our exhibit
N _: seeks to spotlight life in the 50s in Sidney, Ohio, with the
[o@h“’f s%-" postwar vitality in our industry, schools, business, and home
\ qutieb-' .b ) making culture.
i In the lobby, a large cutout of a pink Cadillac complete
with a policeman and a young street “rodder” getting a ticket
will afford you a photo op as you position yourself behind the cutout. You will
also see many models of the amazing swept wing cars and the memorabilia
associated with some leading car dealers of the time.

Another room captures the sports, dances, and teen hangouts of that era
with special emphasis on the growing impact of music on the teens in their
attitudes and dress. As in many small towns, the schools were the center of
attention. Ours, sadly, were in dire straits with 5 of the 8 having been condemned
by the State of Ohio just 4 days ahead of their opening for fall term. However,
that event sparked a citizen movement resulting in many positive results.

Another room focuses on the expansion of housing in Sidney as the baby
boom and the GI Bill gave many the need and the means to find housing.
Previous shantytown areas pictured became the focus of a boom in houses on
streets like Belmont and New and Ruth. Although a “cookie cutter” style, these
small houses nevertheless provided neighborhoods for hardworking residents and
their growing families. The expansion of our wonderful Tawawa Civic Park and
its becoming a city park in 1956 is depicted along with a young entrepreneur
news carrier complete with a vintage Schwinn Corvette bike.

A third downstairs room recalls with great visual clarity the homelife of
many middle-class Americans with a vignette of an American kitchen table
equipped with all the “modern” conveniences the era created. A vintage sewing
machine along with patterns and a display of typical foods will evoke many fond
memories for our visitors.

Upstairs are three display cases filled with authentic and priceless
memorabilia from the golden age of the American cowboy including Gene Autry,
Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, the Lone Ranger as well as some toys and games of
the era.

The Exhibit team of Julie Gilardi, Cheryl Michael, Jane Jones, Jeanne
Schlagetter, Faye Spangler, and Kathie Woodruff along with our hardworking
staff sincerely hope you will take the time to take a walk back to a hometown
Sidney of 71 years ago.

cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the

wheel, driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our

Cruise Sidney! Don’t forget TAM 105.5 will be taking
requests for your driving pleasure! 937-498-1055

Saturday, May 15, 2021-3:00 pm to 8:00 pm



'Men's Lunch
Y
/
|

After a hearty lunch, Dave Ross will entertain attendees

with an inspiring tale of Sidney High Football in the 1950s.

| Aitelwal ds all are invited to a gulded tour of our latest exhibit |
| “Sidney: The Flourishing Fifties!”

When: Thursday, June 17, 2021

11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Where: The Ross Historical Center
Tickets Required: $18

Tickets available at the Ross Center

Timited Seating Shelby County Historical Society A
. 201 N. Main Ave. ¢ S

Available so call or stop PO Box376 i e
Sidney, OH 45365

| by tOday! 937-498-1653 ," “
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com

www.shelbycountyhistory.org helby COUH
RSVP: June 10, 2021

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for April: u
Sidney 5th - Mrs. Sharon Mohrbacher

Shelby CT 22nd - Dr. James Fink

VOLUNTEERS
Who found the clues: March Volunteer Info:
Mark Deam, Richard Bailey, 25 Volunteers
Greg Geis, Priscilla Wilt, Judy Harp, 360 Hours

and Patricia Francis
Volunteer gift certificate winners for March:

Anne Morrow
The clue will be found ONLY in the Dean Morrow

“Out of the Past” section. .
N Congratulations! Thank you to all our

volunteers! We depend on you!




Three Ward, Two Village Buildings

are Declared Unsafe
The Sidney Daily News
September 2, 1949

The state has closed five of Sidney school
district’s eight elementary schools. They will not
open for the fall school term - just four days away.

Second ward, Third ward, Fourth ward,
Maplewood and Port Jefferson buildings have been
declared unsafe for the nearly 700 students.

Stunned school board members, meeting in
extraordinary session Thursday night, heard
President Arnold Henke read the terse 16-page
department of industrial relations orders.

“These order (are) to be complled before

relocated and fireproofed within 90 days at First
ward. Center handrails - the simplest of the orders -
must be installed at Parkwood within 60 days.

Children will attend school in half-day
shifts.

Periods for arithmetic, spelling, etc. will be
retained as nearly as possible by starting school
earlier, holding it later and curtailing extra activities
such as music, etc.

Careful figuring on the part of school
officials last night revealed children will receive

using for school purposes” was g

the phrase which sounded the e 2mi Ward School

death knell for the five|
buildings. Average age of the |
structures is 61 years. i
“Orders” range from
installation of complete new fea ' !]
heating, ventilating, and wiring |

Building

systems in four of the|
buildings to installation of|
“panic” (self-opening
hardware on the school doors.
Even if the school|
board could meet the
requirements  financially, it
would  be a  physical Second Ward School

=y practically all - if not all - the
A3\ 1 instructions they got last year
WY through  the  streamlined,
accelerated emergency
N program.
All of the teachers in the
- |system will be utilized in the
two-shift school system. The
first day children will report to
- |their regular buildings to learn
il their new location.
School officials went to
@8 Maplewood and Port Jefferson
Sl today to investigate any
possible facilities within those
towns.

impossibility to accomplish the ordered remodeling
under several months.

The helpless five-member school board and
Superintendent Fred B. Louys could spend little
time Thursday night in mourning.

Instead they were faced with the momentous
task of planning educational facilities for grade
school children in spite of a riddled system, reduced
by more than 60 per cent.

This is the school board’s tentative plan to
continue school in the local district without the five
buildings:

Students from the condemned Sidney
buildings - Second, Third and Fourth wards - will
be distributed among the three remaining structures
- First, Central and Parkwood.

Two of these buildings have remedial orders
from the state - the heating apparatus must be

If nothing suitable can be found,
Maplewood and Port Jefferson boys and girls will
be transported to Sidney to Central school.

The First Presbyterian church will be asked
to accommodate a special class to be taught by Mrs.
Anton Riefstahl, first slated for Central building.

Every effort to transpose students with a
minimum of traffic hazards is being made.

Every grade school building principal is
enlisted to aid in redistribution of the pupils.

The business of operating a crippled school
system is to be complicated beyond all measure, the
board realizes as they face such problems as
redistribution of school personnel, installation of
desks in every available cranny of the three
remaining buildings, renegotiations with bus drivers
because of the new shift-timing of school

There are such physical problems as



relocated and fireproofed within 90 days at First
ward. Center handrails - the simplest of the orders -
must be installed at Parkwood within 60 days.

Children will attend school in half-day
shifts.

Periods for arithmetic, spelling, etc. will be
retained as nearly as possible by starting school
earlier, holding it later and curtailing extra activities
such as music, etc.

Careful figuring on the part of school
officials last night revealed children will receive
practically all - if not all - the instructions they got
last year through the streamlined, accelerated
emergency program.

All of the teachers in the system will be

pipes in the abandoned structures, and paying extra
insurance premiums for unoccupied buildings.

“How long will this go on?” responded
Arnold Henke, who heads the school board as
president.

“It will continue until such time as the
building or remodeling program is completed.
Until we comply with the state’s orders!”

A complete recapitulation of the state
department of industrial relations orders which
closed the schools will be published in Saturday’s
Sidney Daily News. The text for each school will
be printed in its entirety.

General requirements by the state of Ohio’s
department of industrial relations which must be

utilized in the two-shiftr
school system. The first
day children will report
to their regular buildings |
to learn their new
location.

School officials
went to Maplewood and|
Port Jefferson today to} % [
investigate any possible é ;
facilities within those %\ W =

If nothing suitable | ‘)*

towns.

can be found, ;g;
Maplewood and Port |l
Jefferson boys and girls
will be transported to

Third Ward School a

50 Ward Setiool Building qmet before the schools

can be opened are [the
- | following]:

SECOND WARD
- New heating, ventilating
and  wiring  system.
Stairways must be
separated by five-division
wall, fireproof ceilings,
| floors, self-closing fire
doors, fireproof furnace
~ |room away from
| |stairways or emergency
|exits, each room must
1 | have two separate means
| of exit, and there must be
structural safety

Sidney to Central school.
The First Presbyterian church will be asked

to accommodate a special class to be taught by Mrs.

Anton Riefstahl, first slated for Central building.

Every effort to transpose students with a
minimum of traffic hazards is being made.

Every grade school building principal is
enlisted to aid in redistribution of the pupils.

The business of operating a crippled school
system is to be complicated beyond all measure, the
board realizes as they face such problems as
redistribution of school personnel, installation of
desks in every available cranny of the three
remaining buildings, renegotiations with bus drivers
because of the new shift-timing of school

There are such physical problems as
ruefully surveying the filled coal bins in the five
condemned buildings, abandonment of Parkwood
cafeteria since there will be no need for meals
under the split-shift educational system, draining of

4

inspection with special
attention to the roof in the northwest corner and of
the wall and heavy stone cornice at the southeast
corner at the top of the wall.

THIRD WARD - Everything that is required
at Second ward plus relocation of windows and
special attention during the structural safety
inspection to the roof and bell tower, fire escapes to
be painted with water-proof paint check and repair
of eaves, troughs and outside walls checked and
pointed up, floors repaired.

FOURTH WARD - The heating system
must be fireproofed, new ventilating system, fire-
proof stairways, two separate means of exit from
each room, all floors to toilet rooms water-proofed,
center handrails for stairways, light-colored class
rooms, weather-proofing of the fire escapes,
checking and pointing up of outside walls, troughs
checked and crack in foundation in southeast corner
checked and repaired.



PORT JEFFERSON - New heating,
ventilating and wiring system, fire-proofing of
stairways, self-opening hardware on all doors,
inspection of structural safety.

MAPLEWOOD - New heating, ventilating,
wiring system, wider aisles at sidewalks, front and
rear of classroom, self-opening hardware on all
doors, sanitary drinking fountains, rebuilt chimney.

Although the state has been warning the
Sidney city school system to renovate its buildings
since 1940 - and last May a state department
building inspector warned at a public meeting there
would be “Immediate corrective action,” the
closure came as a sharp

at the sharp, black final ultimatum to which there is
no appeal.

Plaster was repaired at Third and Fourth
ward schools this summer. Second ward chimney
was repaired and panic hardware was installed at
Fourth ward, plus new doors. Fire escapes and fire
escape doors were carefully checked at all schools.

Last November a $1,478,000 plan to
modernize the city school system was voted down
by the public at the general election. Early this
spring the school board presented a more modest
plan at the public meeting and announced later it
would appear on the ballot this fall.

Voters this fall will

blow to school officials.

A Hiow Sewee :
They have just Siwney T §

completed directing a
summer  program  of
improvements throughout
the school system -|
spending, as much mone
as they had available t
fulfill the minimum of the
state requirements.

“Little did we
think our schools would [.
be closed just four days [
before they were
scheduled to open!” the
board stated as they stared

Fourth Ward School

approve or reject a plan at
an approximate cost of
$972,728.18,  providing
three new buildings to
replace Second, Third, and
Fourth ward schools,
remodeling First ward into
a four room building and
remodeling Port Jefferson
and Maplewood.

There were no
orders regarding Sidney
=|junior and senior high
school buildings.

| roger Community Rewards Program

| Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card? The Shelby County Historical Society is excited to
announce that we are now participating in the Kroger Community Rewards Program!

Here is what you need to do:

Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card. While you are

County Historical Society. Our organization number is 91880. Choose our name and “Enroll.”

What this does:

Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your eligible

purchases will be donated to the Society! It’s that easy!

to support the

| Program.

Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the Com

Don’t forget to tell your family

creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community Rewards” and search for Shelby I
and friends how easy it is |

Shelby County Historical Societyl

munity Rewards
SC.

I Shopper’s Card |




Mysteries at the o e
Ross Historical Center! %W% "

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Soczety.
Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey

Not a Hole in this Bottle!

Renovating an old building can often stir up many memories of a
time gone by as you peel away layers of past construction to get to its bare
skeleton. The old Lochard building, currently in the process of becoming
the Historical Society’s annex, had a few surprises of its own. The crew
demolishing the interior came across several surprises, from finding the
original blueprints to the building to discovering that the paneling used in
the office was solid wood. One such minor discovery was a glass bottle
tucked in the wall, most likely during the building’s construction, that was
perfectly preserved, except for the missing contents of course! This clear,
glass bottle with the iconic view of the Big Four Bridge and Miami River
once held a Gateway beverage, bottled locally by none other than the
Sidney Bottling Works. While its appearance may not be a mystery, how it
came to be unscathed after residing in a wall for over half a decade is a
wonder in itself!

AR

Sidney Bottling Works Company

Leo Alphonse Wurstner was born in Fryburg (Auglaize County)
| on September 25, 1866 to Joseph and Catherine (Altenbach) Wurstner.
When he was just a year old, his family moved to Sidney, where
Alphonse first operated a grocery store out of the Wagner Hotel
building. He then started the Wurstner Bottling Works out of the rear of
his family’s residence at 426 S. Ohio Ave. in the early 1890’s. By 1902,

Sidney Bottling Works it was known as the Sidney Bottling Works and was run by the entire
Truck c. 1943 Wurstner family. On February 12, 1907, Alphonse married Theresia
Stadler of Wapakoneta and they had three children: Franklin, Angeline,

=== —p = | and Armand. In 1909, the directory mentions the business bottling

N :B] ' | mineral water while in later years they are known for being involved in
- /= | the soft drink industry. Sidney Bottling Works remained a family

o :77 ””,-”,"ui,’zf/:,s : business throughout its existence, and remained in operation out of the
: ' bl o building at the rear of 426 S. Main Ave. well after Leo Alphonse

Waurstner passed away in 1946. His sons, Franklin and Armand,
continued the family business, bottling drinks known all over such as
Frostie root beer, SunDrop, and Golden Cola along with the local
favorite Gateway beverages in popular flavors such as grape and orange.
Unfortunately, after more than three quarters of a decade of being in
operation, Sidney Bottling Works went out of business in the late
1960’s. The building it was once housed in still stands today off the alley
behind the original house in which the Wurstner family lived.

208

402

426 S. Main Ave.
Sanborn Fire Ins. Map (1898)




f
\ X
1 bds
o L nTS.
S . a SRy
- 1)\
VRN ’ \\

L 8

 Out of the Pust /i
2 4

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
MAY-1946-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

JACKSON CENTER (7%)-Wotd has been received by
the Jackson Center Seventh-day Adventist church from W.
E. Nelson, chairman of the S. D. A. famine relief
committee that 4,000 bundles of food prepared by the
United States army have been ordered and are already on
the way. The offering taken in the Jackson Center church
amounted to $573.18

FT. LORAMIE (8t)-A group of 23 young Fort Loramie
residents took their First Communion at St. Michael’s
church there last Sunday was as follows: Kenneth Geise,
Carl Barhorst, Donald Paulus, Harry Boerger, Louis Dress,
John Albers, Ted Gaier, Kenneth Hilgefort, Raymond
Seger, Alfred Bergman, and William Drees.  Anita
Borchers, Velma Jean Siegel, Betty Jean Barhorst, Norma
Jean Edwards, Janice Rethman, Carol Ann Sanders, Ruth
Eilerman, Marlene Berning, Marlene Hoelscher, Betty Ann
Winner, Nancy Ann Barhorst, Angela Pleiman...SOLEMN
COMMUNION-Maurice  Quinter, Kenneth Lachey,
Donald  Wendeln, Edward Rosengarden, Orville
Redenbacher, Leonard Barhorst, Jack Busse, Donald
Eilerman, Louis Hilgefort, Leroy Larger, Paul Schlater.
James Quinlin, Fred Drees, Nicholas Hoelscher, Ivo
Goettemoeller, John Koverman, Ralph Gaier, Jenn
Zumberger, John Bruns, Rosella Eilerman. Ruth Ann
Bruns, Erma Seger, Eileen Hilgefort, Ruth Pleiman, Rita
Gaier, Joan Bornhorst, Betty Schulze, Eileen Berman, Joan
Utz, Doris Raterman, Martha Jean Romie, Vernice
Broering.

PORT JEFFERSON (14t)-Valley Juvenile grange met in
the school hall in Port Jefferson Friday evening. Master
Donna Limbert was present and opened grange in regular
form. Discussions on 4-H club work followed. For the
lecture program the reading “Mary’s Cold,” was given by
Glenna Russel.  Donna Limbert read “Flowers for
Mother.” “Little Boy Blue” was resided by David Abbot.
Closing song “John Brown’s Baby.” The matron presented
each one present with a little favor in honor of Mother’s
day and candy was served.

SIDNEY/ANNA (24%)-Sidney high school and Anna
high school today were proud of their champion of
champion students-Misses Pat Boller, Lois Blanke and Paul
Lauterbur-who headed all students in the state, regardless
of the size of the school, in three subjects. They entered
the scholarship competition earlier this month at test
administered at Miami University, Oxford. Miss Boller
emerged first in sophomore English in the state of Ohio.
Miss Blanke topped the list in freshman Latin. She is the
Anna high school student. Paul Lauterbur stood above all
others in chemistry.

SHELBY COUNTY DEM
MAY-1921-100 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

COUNTY-Charles H. Eisenhart has leased about 3600
acre of land in Franklin, Dinsmore, Jackson and Clinton
townships during the past several days. Forty five of other
leases secured have been filed with the County Recorder
and it is under stood that about the same number have
been secured which have not been filed yet. It is reported
that the leases are being secured by a Dayton Company
who expects to drill for oil in that vicinity.

SEE OHIO FIRST-“See Ohio first,” is the first of May
advice of Dave Russell of the department of public works
to Ohioans who are beginning to think about where they
will spend their Summer vacation. Ohio inland lakes
which are under State supervision, afford as good
advantage for rest and recreation as any summer resort
does and one can rent a cottage completely furnished for
one week for less than the railroad fare to Michigan,
Wisconsin or the Atlantic coast, Mr. Russell says. Fishing,
bathing at sandy beaches, boating, canoeing and yachting,
dancing and sports of all kinds are some of the attractions
which Ohio’s Summer resort offer.

SIDNEY (13%)-The two visitors from Sidney who were
found lying across the tracks of the B&O freight yards
Sunday afternoon in an intoxicated condition and unaware
of their danger, were fined five dollars apiece. The men
were Conrad File and Harry Carey and they claim to have
gotten into their happy condition by means of Ed Pinauds
hair tonic.-Piqua Call.

SIDNEY (20%)-The Standard Oil Company station
located on the corner of Ohio avenue and North street,
was completed today and will probably be opened
Thursday at noon. Two gasoline pumps have been
installed, two free air stations and also a water pump for
filling of radiators. When the oil station opens it will be in
the charge of Messrs Basil I. Mills and Ray Burke, both of
these cities.

Little Dorothy Love, the seven year old daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. W. B. Love of the First Presbyterian church was
crushed to death under the wheels of an automobile driven
by William E. Rike, a resident of Port Jefferson about
11:30 AM Thursday morning.

LOCKINGTON (27%)-The Lockington dam will be
completed this season, and although the barriers in the
Taylorsville, Englewood and Huffman dams may not be
completed, they will all afford complete protection,
conservancy official said yesterday. Most of the buildings
on the Locking dam will be sold as dwellings. The
bunkhouse will be used as a dwelling for the caretaker of
the dam.
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