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SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members
No New Members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Upcoming Events

crufse Sidney,
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May 18, June 22, July 20, August 17
September 21 and October 19
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Come join us on June 20th at
8PM for a FREE tour of
Graceland Cemetery!

All are welcome to experience
i s s thiseventand learn about
RS Historical figures from Shelby
County’s past!
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Kroger Community Rewards Program

Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card? The Shelby County Historical Society is
excited to announce that we are still participating in the Kroger Community Rewards
Program!

Here is what you need to do:

Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society. Our organization number is
91880. Choose our name and “Enroll.”

What this does:

Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your
eligible purchases will be donated to the Society! It’s that easy!

Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the
Community Rewards Program.

Don’t forget to tell your family
and friends how easy it is
to support the
Shelby County Historical Society!

Shopper’s Card

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” you,

hidden clues for April: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 4th—Mellotron was March Volunteer Info:
invented in 1963 22 Volunteers
Shelby Ct. 29th—The numbers 145 Hours
don’t add up!

Volunteer gift certificate winners for March:

Who found the clues:
u u Brett Bickel

Glen Phillips Tim Bickel

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In March,

The clue will be found ONLY in the | | 261 people participated in SCHS programs.
“Out of the Past” section.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org




Our present exhibit at Ross |8
“The Way We Were” in the early 1920s
has been well received by our visitors
though the committee continues to add
finishing touches. The demolition of
the Wagner Manufacturing Company
buildings has attracted much attention
citywide, and the one feature that has

The original Wagner
Calculator on display
at the Ross Center

its 100™ Anniversary productions. The present
exhibit features so many unique items--from a mail
box to a clock that many of us have never seen
before.

However, if we had to select just one feature
of the exhibit that most people have never seen up
close, it would be the ball that had rested atop the
giant Wagner water tower. The story behind its
rescue is worth telling. Early on, Tilda
Phlipot had initiated efforts to save
the entire tower. That proved
impossible from a safety perspective,
but she was pleasantly surprised when
she received a call from Chris
Roediger, head of the Shelby County
Maintenance Department. He said
that he had been asked to deliver a
“surprise” to the Shelby County

drawn the most attention has been the
landmark Wagner water tower. The
fact that the five buildings themselves
had become a negative environmental
issue as well as a blight on the city’s
landscape had become a much-
discussed topic. The reality of the
buildings disappearing finally made
many of us realize how much this
formerly world-wide company had
touched so many lives of several
generations of Sidney residents. For
this reason, many residents focused on
efforts to try to restore the iconic

PHOTO OF LITTLE WAGNERS—From “The Griddle”, April 1915.

Historical Society. Remarkably, it
was the ball from atop the old tower!
Chris said that it might have been
impossible to save the entire tower,
but we could rescue the ball thanks
to Doug Ahlers, the director of the
Shelby County Land Bank, who had
decided some remnant should be
preserved for the future, and the
most appropriate place was with us.
Within  minutes of its
reception, Tilda contacted John
3 | Bertsch, owner of the Detailed
Machining and a master craftsman.

water tower. Further discussion
resulted in the reality of its condition

Mary Jane and James Wagner

She wanted his opinion and help
with creating a means to display that

being too bad to save.

The Wagner Manufacturing Company
played a role in the practical lives of so many
Sidney residents, whether from employment or
from having the well-designed products in our
homes. From its beginning in 1891, Wagner
created amazing and prize-winning cookware. The
Wagner craftsmen did a wonderful job of creating
utensils, bakeware, and pots and pans, but B.P.
Wagner also created a calculator, which became
part of the patents bought by John H. Patterson in
what was to become Patterson’s giant National
Cash Register company.

It is interesting to note how the company’s
designers were able to adapt to requested needs
from its consumers. One example would be
runners for sleds! But more significantly how some
products came at the request of women consumers.
These ranged from Jello molds to cheese cutters to
specialized dessert molds and pans. It even had a
restaurant line of cookware. Wagner was
innovative through most of its history. In 1915, it

ball and a way for the staff to easily
move it about. Bertsch took the ball to his facility
and within days had created a cart for its display as
well as a base emblazoned with the Wagner name.

As even a casual observer will admit,
this is an exhibit not to be missed if you ever owned
a piece of cookware that proudly carried the name
“WagnerWare Sidney, Ohio “embedded into its base.
Come see for yourself.

Photo by John Hemp

Left: the Wagner water tower just moments before it
was brought down. Right: The tower ball displayed.




New Exhibits at Learning Center

Copeland and Continental Express Areas are Complete

We are so happy to announce
that the updates within the Industrial
Ingenuity and Opportunity Awaits
galleries at the Wallace Family
Learning and Innovation Center are

almost complete!

After nearly a year of planning
and then waiting on materials for
installation, our wall dedicated to
telling the history of Copeland and its
impact is finally ready to view in
the Industrial Ingenuity gallery!

i

i

i

This wall contains three unique segments, each with

an interactive feature that all pertain to Copeland. The first
is an iconic white fridge, similar in appearance to the one
on display in the Ross Historical Center. Upon opening its
doors, visitors will find a brief history of the company
along with unique facts about Copeland.

The wall’s center
section showcases how a
scroll compressor made
by Copeland operates and
what wuses it holds in
today’s market. A monitor

1s available with two short

videos on these topics.
Below is a cut out of an
air  conditioning  unit,
which is where many

OPELAND

OSE YOUR COPELAND CAREER PATH

scroll compressors can be | F

found.

On the far right, there is a job wheel featuring eight
different skills. Upon turning the wheel, each skill lines up
with a potential career path that is available at Copeland.
Hidden away in the cabinet labeled “STEAM” is an Oculus
virtual reality headset. This device allows visitors to
experience Copeland in an entirely new and unique way!

ASK ABOUT
WHAT'S

ED
BENIND THIS
DOOR £

Gonk oo
STEAM



A few updates were installed within the
Opportunity Awaits gallery recently as well! Our
“Who will you call?” interactive has expanded to
now include the following 14 additional careers:
Accountant, Artist & Retail, Attorney, Bank Teller,
Construction Owner, Engineer, Farmer, Financial
Planner, Graphic Designer, Non-Profit Agent, Park
Ranger, Public Official, Realtor, and Welder. Each of
the people chosen work within Shelby County, some
of whom might be a familiar face! Step in front of
this screen to hear their story and what they love the

most about their profession!

DUCT EVERYWHERE

So far, we have around 15 - 20
companies and are actively working on
expanding the database to include more!
What is a local company that you would
like to see listed within our database?

If you haven’t stopped by the
Wallace Family Learning and Innovation
Center lately, plan your visit today and
see all of these fun new updates!
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The biggest upgrade, however, was
sponsored by Continental Express. A new
and improved map of the United States
and regions of the world encompasses
nearly the entire curved portion of the
wall. It hosts a multitude of LED lights
that illuminate states and country regions
when a company is selected. These red
lights show the product distribution for
how far Shelby County’s reach is over
the country and world.




Edwardjones® > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You have the power to
outsmart the scammers

Incidents of financial fraud are on the rise — and are becoming
increasingly harder to detect. While no one is immune, there are
steps you can take to Outsmart the Scammers. Join us for this Dinner will be served.
presentation and learn about the following strategies:

You're Invited

- R eailial red flasaihat tnelizat June 6th, 2024
ow to spot certain red flags that may indicate a 5:30-7:00pm
fraudulent encounter
» Resources you can use if you become a victim of fraud Shelby County
Historical Society
= Steps you can take now to help protect yourself and 201 North Main Ave
your laved ories Sidney, OH 45365

We hope you and a guest will join us. Please call Gerriann
Hemmert at 937-497-0135 or email
gerriann.hemmert@edwardjones.com by 05/23/2024.

Also, guest speaker Jennifer
McFarland with practical tips to
age-proof your brain.

LaTrisha Reed

Financial Advisor

153 Village Green Dr
Sidney, OH 45365
937-497-0135

*Source: The Federal Reserve and Edward Jones estimates. The contents of this presentation are for informational purposes only. Edward Jones doesn't offer health insurance; however, we
believe discussing the impact of health care costs within your retirement strategy is important, especially considering that rising health care costs may affect many investors approaching
retirement. While the information is believed to be accurate, its accuracy and completeness are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. You should rely on Medicare for
complete program details. For more information on Medicare, visit www.medicare.gov.

MKD-9634E-A-FL EXP 31 JAN 2026 © 2024 EDWARD D. JONES & CO,, L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 21863281
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1954-MAY-70 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SHELBY CT. (4%)-Officials of the Sidney Junior
Chamber of Commerce today expressed their appreciation
to various individuals and groups who aided in the annual
Teen-age Road-e-o contest, held Sunday in Sidney. Judges
for the program were Charles Seving, secretary of the
Shelby County Motor Club; E. J. Hammann, driver training
instructor at Sidney High School; and Patrolmen Louis
Bernard and Herman Kendal, of Sidney police department.
Appreciation was also expressed by Jaycees to Wagner
Ford Co., of Sidney, which allowed the JCC the use of
three 1954 cars for the road-e-o. Jerry McVay, James
Rieck, Andrew Neer, Norman Rozell and Sam Burdge were
also involved.

FT. LORAMIE-Following nuptial vows solemnized in
Dayton Saturday Mr. and Mrs. James L. Freytag left on a
honeymoon trip west. They will return during late May to
be at home in Sidney. The bride was Miss Virginia M.
Meyer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. O. Meyer of Knecht
Drive, Dayton, before walked to the altar in Our Lady of
Mercy church with her father who gave her in marriage
with James L. Freytag, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward C.
Freytag, Ft. Loramie. The bride worked in Dayton with
United Travelers Insurance Co. and the groom is with
Freytag Brothers Masonry and Construction Company of
Ft. Loramie.

SIDNEY (6t%)-Local athletics go after autographs of
University of Dayton sports staff, following a banquet held
in their home by the Sidney Kiwinis Club at Emerson
school on Wednesday evening. From left to right are Larry
Krebs, Holy Angels, George Kookootsedes, Sidney high,
Sammy Bender, Sidney High, Jim Sheekoski of U. of D.
and Rafe Yost. Incidentally both Bender and
Kookootsedes will be defending their Miami Valley League
tennis doubles crown in the circuit’s annual tournament.

SIDNEY (15%)-Tim Baumann, Patty Hill, Vanis Helman,
Melvin Nevergall, Paul Webb and Susan Spangler were
chased by their classmates to lead the classes in 1954-55.
Other class officers are Linda Shoemaker, Larry Leininger,
Jerry Kauffman, Connie Ash, Tom Killian and Don Schiff
represent seniors on Student Council. Junior officers will
be Sue Wilson, Shyla Freeman, Barbara Mentges, Lee
Woodruff and Bob Zimpher. Sophomore class Jerry
McCoy, Mary Ann Given, Dick and John Spangler.
Freshman class will be Susan Gehtlich, Janet Harman,
Roger McDermott, Nancy Allen and Tommy Clayton.
Eighth grade will be Jim Friend, Ellen Holmes, Jill Amos,
Betty Elson.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
MAY-1904-120 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (6%)-A point of interest which appeals to Sidney
residents at this season of the year is the Wagner
Conservatories.  Few people have any idea of the
immensity of the business done by this concern. Under its
covering of glass in the grounds are to be found almost all
the shrubs, flowers, plants and trees in embryo and
growing, which enters into the beautifying of home and
surroundings. Rare specimens are well as those familiar to
every houschold are to be found. A few days since a
consignment of one hundred box wood trees were
received from Holland. A most attractive home decoration.
In the respective departments we see the roses, carnations
growing and in bloom as are also the potted plants,
fungoes, ferns, vines and the like. Bulbs and budded stock
that area gathered in the fall are found stored in specially
arranged room from which the spring shipment are made,
the orders coming not only from the USA, but from
almost every civilized country.

SIDNEY (13%)-The following persons took the Rural
mail carriers examination held at the high school room
Saturday. The examination was in charge of Charles M.
Dorsey and Miss Emma Haslup, of the Sidney post office;
Edson C. Richards, Carl J. Woodmancy, George L. Sarver,
John A. Butley, Grover C. Stephenson, Alvin D.
Rhinehart, Charles V. Fauder, Earl D. Fristoe, Homer C.
Spencer, Samuel W. Dow, Reynolds D. Lytle, Wm. A.
Douglas, Thomas L. Minnear, Charles R. Thomas, Arthur
M. Stephenson, of Sidney; Gustave H. Boode, Ernst R.
Cale, Issac D. McMannany, Alexander Greve, Arthur A
Hastling, John G. Stegman, Fred D. Schnipper, of Botkins;
Samuel S. Parent, George Zweible, of Jackson Center;
George B. Milnuff, of Anna’ Logan E. Hodge, Palmer E.
Stockstill of Maplewood; Samuel H. Doren, of Houston;
Elliot H. Christman, of Oran.

SIDNEY (29%)-The following is a partial list of persons in
Sidney and Clinton township who have returned $1000 or
over of personal property to the assessors this year for
taxation: First ward-W. O. Amann, John Burkhart, George
Bustetter, Ed Crusey, Daniel Dickas, Henne Bros., Hetzler
Nortion Store, Julia A. Lamb, Osceola Encampment, Wm.
Pfaadt, F. M. Quatmann, Anna Yohe. Second Watd:
Eclipse Folder Co., Gudenkauf Bros., Reeves & Co.,
Sidney Hollowware Co., O. J. Taylor, H. Thedieck. Third
Ward: Chris Kingseed, E. C. Nutt, Fred Salm. Fourth
ward:  T. M. Hussey, Timeus Grocery Co., W. M.
VanFossen, Wagner Mfg., Co. Clinton township: Mary E.
DeWeese, C. H. Foster, George C. Weisinger, Grant
Russell, W. D. Stockstill.
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Newsletter of the
Shelby County Historical Society SIDII)\EQ{M%H#‘;?%S
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, LaTrisha Reed, and Ashliegh

Maurer. Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Phil Abbott Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop
John and Kathy Amos Michael and Jane Jones
Steve and Peg Baker Paul and Linda Keller

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc

John Coffield Gene and Lynn Leach
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc. Dean and Linda Long

David and Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Minster Bank

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. John and Marilyn Minton
Farmers and Merchants State Bank Dave and Sandy Monnin
William and Karen Feth Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ferguson Construction Mike and Sandy Nevin

Flinn Veterinary Clinic Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Barbara Blake Geuy Glen and Vanis Phillips
Mindy Geuy Matilda Phlipot

Matt and Julie Gilardi Bill Ragon

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith
Darrell and Faye Spangler
Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace
Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




