
 

Historical Highlights June 2011 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

shelbycountyhistoricalsociety.blogspot.com 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events:  

    Celebrating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Shelby County Coin Club     
June 2011-Come learn how money 

used to be printed by individual banks.  
If you traveled to a different 

community, your money may not have 
been accepted or may have been 

devalued if the issuing banks were not 
in good standing. 

 
 

New Members: 
 

Judy Fogt, Sidney 
Linda Coverstone, Sidney 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

Veterans Cemetery Tour 
Glen Cemetery 

Remember NO tour at Graceland this year! 

June 20, 2011 @ 8:00pm 
Glen Cemetery is located just outside of Port 

Jefferson on State Route 47 
Society volunteers have created a special cemetery tour 

for our members and the community that will be the first of its 
kind. After touring Graceland Cemetery for over ten years, we 
will be traveling on June 20 to Glen Cemetery outside historic 
Port Jefferson east of Sidney. 

Join us to honor our veterans who served in all wars 
since the Spanish American War in 1898. Your guides will tell 
tales of courage and sacrifice that will bring new meaning to 
our July 4th holiday and the tenth anniversary of 9/11 this 
September. 

Port Jefferson was a thriving town rivaling Sidney in 
size at the time of the Civil War. Dozens of young men from 
Port and Salem Township marched away to serve their country 
beginning in 1861. Perhaps the best known is General 
Benjamin La Fevre, who lies buried in the cemetery. Its loyal 
citizens served in every war since that time and the graves bear 
silent witness to their sacrifices. 

Those attending will receive a booklet containing 
information on some of these brave young men and the 
interesting tombstone designs chosen by their family members 
to honor them. 

Come join us to be inspired and honor our veterans. The 
tour will begin at 8 p.m. 

 

Tickets for this event may be  

purchased at the gate or in advanced  

at the Ross Center for $5. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

April Volunteer Info: 
28 Volunteers 

267 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for April: 

Joyce Wells 

Cheryl Michael 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our  
volunteers! We depend on you! In April, 

1306 people participated in SCHS programs. 
 

 The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue this month: 

Actually there were several clues this month! 
1. “Check out (A. A. Herbert’s butter) display 

 at Ohio State Fair.” -  Butter was not used at the 
fair till the 1900's. 

2. Under Sidney (21st)-Shrimp was not 
advertised for sale at this time. 

3. 100 Years ago-Russia-The church always had 
a Forty Hour Devotion, not 50 hours. 

 

This month Pat Francis found the third clue! 
  

The clue will be found ONLY in the  
“Out of the Past” section.  

If you have any photos of historical significance, and you would like to share them with the  

Shelby County Historical Society, but not lose ownership, let us scan them for our collection 

 to be used in future exhibits and publications while you keep the original. 

These are just two photos recently donated by Mary Money  
to the Shelby County Historical Society .   

Both are of the Spot crew in 1937.  Do you recognize any of the faces? 

Special thanks to Perry Long who created an exhibit commemorating the 50th anniversary of 
the Shelby County Coin Club.  The exhibit included currency that was used by local banks in 
the early 1900’s.  The celebration was held at the VFW on May 14, 2011.  Pictured here is a 

bill issued by Citizens National Bank of Sidney, printed on August 3, 1905.   
It was recently donated to the Shelby County Historical Society by Mary Money. 
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago – 1886 – June 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 
MAPLEWOOD (11TH) – Weather is hot. Roads are dry and 
dusty. Farmers are very busy attending their corn.  Burt Strayer 
caught 19 turtles last Tuesday that averaged 16 ½ pounds a 
piece... Joe Faulder tells us that he cut a bee tree on Saturday and 
got about 60 pounds of honey, and captured the largest swarm of 
bees that he ever saw.  They were full blood Italians. 
 
 SIDNEY – A. J. Roberts, of the firm of Roberts & Princehouse, 
was united in marriage on Wednesday afternoon with Miss Laura 
Macey, of Miami county.  Their new home on Highland street 
was in readiness for them, and was at once occupied.  The 
Benedict has for some time been Abel to sail the matrimonial sea.  
He has friends who will stand by him in the attempt, and after 
him the DEMOCRAT throws its old shoe. 
 
 MARRIAGES – In Sidney, on Saturday, June 12, 1886, by the 
Rev. A. H. Minneuan, John Gretzinger and Miss Mary 
Hines…On Saturday, June 12, 1886, at the A. M. E. church in 
Rumley, Miss Parvati Shallow and Johnny Fairplay…On Sunday, 
June 13, 1886, by the Rev. H. C. Longnecker, James Hart and 
Miss Mary Hollinger…At the residence of the bride’s parents, in 
Dinsmore township, on Thursday, June 17, 1886, Alexander 
Nepplinger and Miss Ida Wenner. 
 
SIDNEY (25TH) – One marriage license was issued this week to 
Cassius M. Woodruff and Hester Coldwell…The well of the 
Sidney Gas and Oil Company, abandoned three weeks ago at a 
depth of 1,829 feet on account of salt water, is bailing out with a 
view to plugging.  The salt water, stout enough to float an egg, 
was found to have risen nearly fifteen hundred feet.  It can be 
said that gas prospecting in Sidney has seen its day. 
 
 REDDISH/LeBARON – Dr. A. W. Reddish and Mary 
LeBaron were married on Thursday evening of last week at the 
home of A. C. Fowler, in Sidney, the Rev. J.H.Bethards 
officiating.  Mary Yager and Pearl Zuver, in white, were the bride 
and groom’s attendants.  There were over fifty guests, and a 
profusion of flowers let their perfumes to the pleasures of the 
occasion.  A few of the gifts are listed:  Mrs. Jennie LeBaron, of 
Saratoga, New York, mother of the bride, silver tea set, gold 
lined; A. C. Fowler and wife, solid silver teaspoons; R. M. Zuver, 
of Chicago, silver knives and forks; Flora Conklin, Ida Haslup 
and Emma Graham, large steel engraving; Frederick Salm, 
rocking chair; M Sherman, Schenectady New York, $5 in gold; 
Della and Judd Warbington, chamber set; Dr. B. M. Sharp and 
wife, fruit plates; Betsy Krieg & Sue Hickey, two mantle pots; Dr. 
C.R.Coffeen and wife of Piqua, plush holder and broom.  
 
JACKSON CENTER – The ice cream and strawberry festival 
was a success…Shelby Baughman has the cellar dug for his new 
house…  Meeker and Simpson broke some of their machinery 
Monday and will have to stop work a few days…  Next Sunday 
will be observed as Children’s Day at this place. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
.SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago – 1911 – June 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

  PASCO – The regular monthly meeting of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society of the Pasco U. B. church was held at the home of Mrs. 
B.F. Blake Thursday afternoon.  Meeting was opened by the 
president.  Roll call was responded to with a quotation from 
Book of Proverbs.  After a short business session some time was 
spent in Bible study, the Book of Job being the topic for the 
afternoon.  At the close of the study hour Martha Dunn gave a 
pleasing recitation.  A most pleasant time was spent socially, 
when a tempting lunch was served by the hostess, Mrs. B. F. 
Blake and her assistants, Mrs. Hamer Blake, Mrs. Ben Foster, and 
Mrs. Wim Blake.  The next meeting will be held at the home of 
Mrs. Whit Shiffet July 6. 
 
 SIDNEY – The new Gem moving picture theatre on north 
Main avenue opened for business Saturday afternoon under the 
management of Otto Strahlem.  The Gem is a handsome little 

theatre capable of meeting almost four hundred people. 

 

SIDNEY (30TH) Charles Bloss and Peter Shearer have leased 
the barber shop and bath rooms of Maginity and Purdy and will 
take possession July 1.  They will run the barber shop in 
connection with the cigar, pool and billiard room.  They will run 
4 barber chairs.  Besides themselves they will have for one of the 
other chairs Doff Begien, of Versailles, a brother of Mrs. George 
Timeus, of this city who has been working at the business in 
Arkansas.  They will also have Louis Salm for one of the chairs 
and Charles Langley, who has had charge of the shop, will leave 
for Atlantic City July 1.  His brother Paul, who has been 
associated with him, will also go to Atlantic City. 
 
 HOUSTON – This has been raspberry week and the fruit is 
said to be quite plentiful…T. H. Cromer last week sent a pair of 
owls to the Zoo at Cincinnati that were of a queer specimen.  
They were crippled by some of our shootists who had been 
hearing them almost nightly, down along Nine Mile.  They give 
vent to a human like noise, resembling the crying of a babe and 
in looks they are not far removed from a human face rather of 
the monkey face sort.  There are said to be more of these birds in 
about the same locality and almost nightly one can hear their 
queer and curious noise, and then hear the report of a gun.  Mr. 
Cromer sent correspondence with the management.  Probably 
Houston has furnished something new to that pleasure 
resort…That Indian-like yelling you hear throughout the day and 
part of the night is only the younger Kerr learning to ride a bike.  
It will pass off in a short time we hope. 
 
 LOCKINGTON – Owing to the decline in the number of 
pupils in Lockington special district and also to the new one cent 
tax law, the public schools have been re-adjusted and instead of 
three rooms and teachers as formerly, there will be but two.  The 
school board has employed Miss Patton, of Sidney, for the high 
school, and higher grades, and Miss Bessie Gabriel, of this place 
for the first six grades. 
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Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

 
President:         Rich Wallace 
Vice-President: Jim Hall 
Director:          Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:         Linda DeVelvis 
Treasurer:         Tom Seving 
Trustees:           Julie Gilardi, Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
  Herb VanTilburgh, Faye Spangler, Carleen Pettit 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:       Anne  & Dean  Morrow, Albert Dickas 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your  

will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.   Peggy and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    The UPS Store    US Bank    
Rich & Susan Wallace    Wilson Memorial Hospital 

 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
 

Meetings     Parties 

Weddings   Reunions 

Speaking Engagements 
 

   Contact us for more info! 


