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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
shelbycountyhistoricalsociety.blogspot.com
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Upcoming Events:
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of the Shelby County Coin Club
June 2011-Come learn how money
used to be printed by individual banks.
If you traveled to a different
community, your money may not have
been accepted or may have been
devalued if the issuing banks were not
in good standing.

New Members:

Judy Fogt, Sidney
Linda Coverstone, Sidney
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$20 Individual
$25 Family

Life
$500 Individual
$1,000 Family

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

J

Veterans Cemetery Tour

Glen Cemetery
Remember NO tour at Graceland this year!

June 20, 2011 @ 8:00pm

Glen Cemetery is located just outside of Port
Jefferson on State Route 47

Society volunteers have created a special cemetery tour
for our members and the community that will be the first of its
kind. After touring Graceland Cemetery for over ten years, we
will be traveling on June 20 to Glen Cemetery outside historic
Port Jefterson east of Sidney.

Join us to honor our veterans who served in all wars
since the Spanish American War in 1898. Your guides will tell
tales of courage and sacrifice that will bring new meaning to
our July 4™ holiday and the tenth anniversary of 9/11 this
September.

Port Jefferson was a thriving town rivaling Sidney in
size at the time of the Civil War. Dozens of young men from
Port and Salem Township marched away to serve their country
beginning in 1861. Perhaps the best known 1s General
Benjamin La Fevre, who lies buried in the cemetery. Its loyal
citizens served in every war since that time and the graves bear
silent witness to their sacrifices.

Those attending will receive a booklet containing
information on some of these brave young men and the
interesting tombstone designs chosen by their family members
to honor them.

Come join us to be inspired and honor our veterans. The
tour will begin at 8 p.m.

Tickets for this event may be
purchased at the gate or in advanced
at the Ross Center for $5.




These are just two photos recently donated by Mary Money

to the Shelby County Historical Society .

Both are of the Spot crew in 1937. Do you recognize any of the faces?

If you have any photos of historical significance, and you would like to share them with the
Shelby County Historical Society, but not lose ownership, let us scan them for our collection
to be used in future exhibits and publications while you keep the original.

Special thanks to Perry Long who created an exhibit commemorating the 50th anniversary of
the Shelby County Coin Club. The exhibit included currency that was used by local banks in
the early 1900’s. The celebration was held at the VFW on May 14, 2011. Pictured here is a

bill issued by Citizens National Bank of Sidney, printed on August 3, 1905.
It was recently donated to the Shelby County Historical Society by Mary Money.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clue this month:

Actually there were several clues this month!
1. “Check out (A. A. Herbert’s butter) display
at Ohio State Fair.” - Butter was not used at the
fair till the 1900's.

2. Under Sidney (21st)-Shrimp was not
advertised for sale at this time.

3. 100 Years ago-Russia-The church always had
a Forty Hour Devotion, not 50 hours.

This month Pat Francis found the third clue!
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The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.
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VOLUNTEERS
April Volunteer Info:
28 Volunteers
267 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate
winners for April:
Joyce Wells
Cheryl Michael

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In April,
1306 people participated in SCHS programs.




EXCELSIOR OF LIFE IN SIDNEY
Albert B. Dickas, Ph.D.

s the curtain of time is raised on the second

decade of the 21 century, one of the great concerns
of America is its addiction to fossil fuels as a source of
energy for heat and transportation. The economic and
social implications of this reliance cannot be exaggerated,
since it has already caused irreversible harm in the form
of thousands of deaths in several foreign wars and the
expenditure of billions of dollars that could have been
better spent in maintaining the homeland infrastructure.
As serious as our dependence on foreign sources of
petroleum is, however, many planners predict an even
greater “liquid crisis” looms on the horizon, one involving
that most common of chemical substances — water.

There is a clear correlation between access to safe water,
human health and the Gross Domestic Product per capita.
Water fit for human consumption is termed “potable”
water, that fit only for swimming and bathing is labeled
*safe,” while that unfit for any human use is known as
“raw™ water, Poor water quality and bad sanitation make
a deadly combination, as some five million deaths a year
are caused by polluted drinking water.

Early Water Use in Sidney

Founded in 1819 along the west bank of the Great Miami
River, the fledging community of Sidney did not possess
the ways or means of delivering water in any form to
its residents for slightly more than 50 years. With the
dawn of each day, homeownerss and shopkeeper were
personally responsible for obtaining their supply of
water, One might go to the river and bail out a bucket
or barrel of raw water, whereas another, perhaps better
off financially, could drill a well in the backyard or use
a rain barrel. A third source could be obtained through
the construction of a cistern, a system in which rainwater
is directed by roof and drainpipe into subterranean
storage.

During the early years of community development— 1819
to 1870 — the cultivation and harvesting of crops were
of critical importance o city and county pioneers alike.
Large harvests gave rise to the need to grind corn for
use as food for settlers and their livestock. Water-driven
mills were established to provide this service, but many
also existed to provide two other products of importance
to the frontier: lumber and distilled whiskey.

Grain mills were common in Shelby County. Sites in
Botkins, Anna, Jackson Center, Pemberton and Russia
all shared direct access to railroad transportation. Sidney,
blessed with feeder canal access to the Miami and Erie
Canal and two railroads, hosted a thriving milling and
grain shipping industry,

Start of the Tawawa Park millrace on Mosquito Creek..

For a long time, the Maxwell clan dominated the
milling business in eastern Shelby County. Headed by
“Grandfather” Maxwell, the family had early on acquired
exclusive water rights to Mosquito Creek and constructed
two mills along its banks. According to information
gathered by the late Jim Sayre, the first mill - along with
a small distillery used for whiskey production -- was
situated “on (the Maxwell farm) on the upper reaches of
Mosquito Creek east of Sidney,” whereas the second one
could be found “about two miles east of Sidney, where a
dam was erected...Here, distilling was done on a more
extensive scale than on the farm, the mill itself, erected
primarily for the purpose of flouring, being larger.,”

Owver the years, the business was taken over by grandfather



Maxwell’s son, B. W. Maxwell. He substantially
advanced the family enterprise by purchasing several
mills in the greater Sidney area. He bought two from
John W. Carey, son of one of the founding fathers of
Shelby County, while a third was the complex that had
originally been constructed on the east side of the Great
Miami River in Dingmansburg - today East Sidney -- by
the partnership of Cummings and Mathers. Somewhere
in this mix of milling facilities was a fourth operation,
situated immediately north of the present-day western
shore of Tawawa Lake.

The power for the Cummings and Mathers mill and the
smaller facility near Tawawa Lake — operations that later
played an indirect but key role in the development of
a water system for Sidney -- was derived from water
sourced from a dam and spillway, situated upstream on
Mosquito Creek, before flowing through a man-made
raceway. The route of this millrace — seen today as an
extended pond that twists and turns through Tawawa Park
— incorporated the waters of Tawawa Lake, formed by
excavations for the Bellefontaine and Indiana Railroad,
built into Sidney during the period 1851-1853,

B. W. Maxwell enlarged the Cummings and Mathers mill
and concentrated on “wool and grain milling.” Local
custom insisted that whiskey could also be purchased
here, for the pioneers of the day believed that “immunity
from...sickness and similar plagues was only secured
by the aid of a stout dram.™ B. W. extended temporary
quarters to those farmers bringing their crops to the mill
who might be required to “stand in line” overnight. With
the horse teams properly fed and
bedded in stalls, waiting customers
cooked their own meals and went
to bed at sunset, hoping to “secure
their grist” early the next day.

The Commings and Mathers mill
burned to the ground on the night
of August 19, 1872, with the loss of
£10.000 dollars worth of wheat, flour
and “a quantity of other stuff.” The
foundations can still be seen off the
west side of Brooklyn Avenue, 50
yards south of the gas station on the
southwest corner of the intersection
of Brooklyn and North Street,

First Water Plant
By 1872, Sidney had increased

in population to slightly less than
3,000 individuals, a level that was

being fueled by an aggressive core of industrial- and
business-oriented community leaders, but it still lacked
a public water works system. One was urgently needed,
especially for fire control. Many homes and business
buildings were constructed of wood, and following the
drilling of the first commercial oil well in the United
States in 1859, highly flammable kerosene was readily
available for lighting. This combination of wood and
fuel was a conflagration waiting to happen.

The first effective water system in the State of Ohio
had been installed in Cincinnati in 1821, followed by
Steubenville in 1835. When Toledo fell in line in 1872,
its leaders stated they “would not be without a water
works for ten times its costs.” Knowing such enthusiasms
could not be ignored for long, the town council extended
invitalions to wvarious engineers to investigate the
benefits and comforts that could be derived through the
construction of a water delivery system in Sidney,

One particular person associated with this influx of
“expertise” -- J. A. Richardson, noted for his experience
in *machinery and water works” -- reported on April 5,
872, that the city had most impressive qualifications
as a site for a water works. lts location adjacent to a
major river, its accessibility to Mosquito Creek and
its topographic profile gave it great advantage over
other communities of similar size. Mr. Richardson
recommended a Holly System be installed post haste.

“Lovers' lane” portion of millrace, located immediately
northeast of Tawawa Lake.




The original 1873 water plant still stands at
121 Brooklyn Avenue,

Birdsill Holly of Lockport, NY, was
responsible for the development of the
first pressure water systems in America. A
talented engineer, he held many patents for
waterworks Improvement, including the
pressure pump, the pressure relief system
and the fire hydrant, the design of which is
still in use today. His Holly Water Systems
were eventually installed in more than 1,000
cities and villages in the United States and
Europe.

With excitement running high, the town
council appointed a five-man committee,
including the mill operator B. W. Maxwell,
to investigate the cost of a Holly System. In
the report delivered on July 5, the estimated
costs of $27,105.80 met with divided
concern: some said such a system would most certainly
draw “business entrepreneurs” to the city, while others
predicted community bankruptcy and ruin. And besides,
the plan didn’t extend to the far corners of town,

New blueprints were drawn showing a field of pipes
that extended through all the principal streets, but at
higher estimated costs of some $35,000, and a citywide
referendum was scheduled for the last day of July. When
the tally was completed, the aye vote was 271, the nay
30. In short order, a three-man Waterworks Trustee
committee was formed, and an invitation was extended
to the city engineer of Cincinnati to “give his views on
the power required for the waterworks.”

A key element in the plans for a waterworks was the
use of Mosquito Creek waters, delivered by way of the
Tawawa millrace to the former Cummings and Mathers
mill —now owned by B, W, Maxwell -- located on the east
bank of the Great Miami River. Tragically, this mill was
destroyed by fire a mere three weeks after the citywide
referendum, providing further support for a fire-control
system. Fortunately, the millrace was still in operation.

The discharge of the millrace was measured, with the
surprising results that on a normal day it had “the power
of twelve horses.” This was good news indeed, for it
had already been determined that only “four horses”
were needed to supply every resident of the town with
the necessary 33 gallons of water on a daily basis. When
Birdsill Holly himself arrived in town and declared the
operating plans were excellent, the final barrier had been
crossed.

Mr. Maxwell quickly entered into an agreement to extend
the eastern termination of his raceway several hundred
yards to the south, where a soon-to-be-constructed
reserveir would provide the “pressure head” required to
operate the Holly machinery. Once this facility was in
operation he was to receive $800 per year, for a period
of 15 years, in retumn for a steady and reliable supply of
water directed through his millrace.

At the same time, construction began on the stone and
brick engine house on the east bank of the Great Miami
River, directly across the river from the termination of
Poplar Street. For 11 months construction continued
on an intermittent basis, subject to the excessive cold
weather of that winter season, on a rather tight schedule:

*  November 15, 1872; extension of the millrace to
the reservoir site is “nearly complete.”

*  December 6: the excavation of the engine house
site is completed.

* December 17: contractors started digging, by
hand, trenches connecting the pumping house
with the town pipe system.

*  February 28, 1873: a shipment of 92 tons of pipe
arrives in three railroad cars.

*  April 5: acontract is let for digging the Brooklyn
Avenue reservoir.

* May 5: the laying of the town pipe system begins,
employing a crew of 50 men.

= June 13; 45,000 pounds of Holly machinery
arrives by rail,

*  August 1: a “hose and carriage” is ordered for
the planned fire department.



= August 29: the completed reservoir is finally
filled with over 800,000 gallons of raceway
water.

*  October 16, 1873: the Waterworks is successfully
tested and soon placed in operation,

With every last piece of equipment, installed it was
time for a pressure test. The four-mile-long system was
flooded and pressured to 120 pounds per square inch for
two days with but two minor leaks reported. Next came
the “contract test,” requiring three one-inch streams to
shoot 60 feet high in the business section of town. The
water columns reached 150 feet, exceeding the spire of
the First Presbyterian Church, reportedly the highest
structure in town, and the contractors were released with
a pat on the back and an all-around “well done.”

When the ribbon-cutting ceremony was carried out on
October 16, officials, nearby community engineers and
the public-at-large were all in agreement: Sidney had
constructed a water distribution system that could be
advertised as the “gold standard” for the entire State of
Ohio. Citizens of the community could now sleep better
knowing an active and viable fire department was on
duty 24/7.

Life was much better, but all was not exactly well. The
water delivered to the city was at best “*safe” and at worst
of a “raw” untreated nature. While it was very useful
in controlling fire, it most certainly was not “potable.”
During times of a draught the quantity was unreliable,
and following heavy rains turbidity became a problem.
For the time being, however, the city treasury was
exhausted and it would be several decades before the
next improvements were to be made,

Postseript

By the mid 1880s, the once “vunderbar” Brooklyn
Avenue engine house was working at a capacity level
and losing ground in its attempt to keep up with the
growing community,

A little over a decade later, Louis Kah, Jr., replaced
the old Holly engines in the by now abandoned 1873
engine house with a Trump water turbine system and
used it to generate the first citywide electricity network.
A newspaper report of January 27, 1899 gives some
details:
Louis Kah, Jr., received word from J. Wellman, at
Detroit, Michigan, last Saturday closing the deal
for the old Maxwell mill property on the east side
of the Miami River. Mr. Kah will immediately
commence the erection of a building suitable

for an electric light plant to furnish incandescent
lights to the businessmen of this city. He says
he had promise of enough business to insure the
success of the venture. The engine of the old mill
is in good order, besides the water power from the
race is sufficient to run a first class plant. It is his
intention to put in one dynamo, capable of running
1,000 lights, and adding another one as the business
increases. The plant is expected to be in operation
in about two months,

The history of the second genreration water plant
in Sidney will be covered in a forthcoming issue of
Historical Highlights,

Thanks to J. Douglas Brookheart, St. Marys, Ohio, and
Jerry L. Alexander, Sidney, Ohio, author of a "A Century
of Water. published in 1974,

The water plant was approved when a column of water
was played across the highest point in town, at that time
the top of the steeple of the First Presbyterian Church, at
the corner of Miami Avenue and North Street.



SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
125 Years Ago — 1886 — June
Compiled by Anne Morrow

MAPLEWOOD (11TH) — Weather is hot. Roads are dry and
dusty. Farmers are very busy attending their corn. Burt Strayer
caught 19 turtles last Tuesday that averaged 16 "2 pounds a
piece... Joe Faulder tells us that he cut a bee tree on Saturday and
got about 60 pounds of honey, and captured the largest swarm of
bees that he ever saw. They were full blood Italians.

SIDNEY — A. J. Roberts, of the firm of Roberts & Princehouse,
was united in marriage on Wednesday afternoon with Miss Laura
Macey, of Miami county. Their new home on Highland street
was in readiness for them, and was at once occupied. The
Benedict has for some time been Abel to sail the matrimonial sea.
He has friends who will stand by him in the attempt, and after
him the DEMOCRAT throws its old shoe.

MARRIAGES - In Sidney, on Saturday, June 12, 1886, by the
Rev. A. H. Minneuan, John Gretzinger and Miss Mary
Hines...On Saturday, June 12, 1886, at the A. M. E. church in
Rumley, Miss Parvati Shallow and Johnny Fairplay...On Sunday,
June 13, 1886, by the Rev. H. C. Longnecker, James Hart and
Miss Mary Hollinger...At the residence of the bride’s parents, in
Dinsmore township, on Thursday, June 17, 1886, Alexander
Nepplinger and Miss Ida Wenner.

SIDNEY (25TH) — One marriage license was issued this week to
Cassius M. Woodruff and Hester Coldwell...The well of the
Sidney Gas and Oil Company, abandoned three weeks ago at a
depth of 1,829 feet on account of salt water, is bailing out with a
view to plugging. The salt water, stout enough to float an egg,
was found to have risen neatly fifteen hundred feet. It can be
said that gas prospecting in Sidney has seen its day.

REDDISH/LeBARON - Dr. A. W. Reddish and Mary
LeBaron were married on Thursday evening of last week at the
home of A. C. Fowler, in Sidney, the Rev. J.H.Bethards
officiating. Mary Yager and Pearl Zuver, in white, were the bride
and groom’s attendants. There were over fifty guests, and a
profusion of flowers let their perfumes to the pleasures of the
occasion. A few of the gifts are listed: Mrs. Jennie LeBaron, of
Saratoga, New York, mother of the bride, silver tea set, gold
lined; A. C. Fowler and wife, solid silver teaspoons; R. M. Zuver,
of Chicago, silver knives and forks; Flora Conklin, Ida Haslup
and Emma Graham, large steel engraving; Frederick Salm,
rocking chair; M Sherman, Schenectady New York, $5 in gold;
Della and Judd Warbington, chamber set; Dr. B. M. Sharp and
wife, fruit plates; Betsy Krieg & Sue Hickey, two mantle pots; Dr.
C.R.Coffeen and wife of Piqua, plush holder and broom.

JACKSON CENTER - The ice cream and strawberry festival
was a success. ..Shelby Baughman has the cellar dug for his new
house... Meeker and Simpson broke some of their machinery
Monday and will have to stop work a few days... Next Sunday
will be observed as Children’s Day at this place.

.SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years Ago — 1911 — June
Compiled by Dean Motrow

PASCO - The regular monthly meeting of the Ladies’ Aid
Society of the Pasco U. B. church was held at the home of Mrs.
B.F. Blake Thursday afternoon. Meeting was opened by the
president. Roll call was responded to with a quotation from
Book of Proverbs. After a short business session some time was
spent in Bible study, the Book of Job being the topic for the
afternoon. At the close of the study hour Martha Dunn gave a
pleasing recitation. A most pleasant time was spent socially,
when a tempting lunch was served by the hostess, Mrs. B. F.
Blake and her assistants, Mrs. Hamer Blake, Mrs. Ben Foster, and
Mrs. Wim Blake. The next meeting will be held at the home of
Mrs. Whit Shiffet July 6.

SIDNEY — The new Gem moving picture theatre on north
Main avenue opened for business Saturday afternoon under the
management of Otto Strahlem. The Gem is a handsome little
theatre capable of meeting almost four hundred people.

SIDNEY (30TH) Chatles Bloss and Peter Sheatrer have leased
the barber shop and bath rooms of Maginity and Purdy and will
take possession July 1. They will run the barber shop in
connection with the cigar, pool and billiard room. They will run
4 barber chairs. Besides themselves they will have for one of the
other chairs Doff Begien, of Versailles, a brother of Mrs. George
Timeus, of this city who has been working at the business in
Arkansas. They will also have Louis Salm for one of the chairs
and Chatles Langley, who has had charge of the shop, will leave
for Atlantic City July 1. His brother Paul, who has been
associated with him, will also go to Atlantic City.

HOUSTON - This has been raspberry week and the fruit is
said to be quite plentiful...T. H. Cromer last week sent a pair of
owls to the Zoo at Cincinnati that were of a queer specimen.
They were crippled by some of our shootists who had been
hearing them almost nightly, down along Nine Mile. They give
vent to a human like noise, resembling the crying of a babe and
in looks they are not far removed from a human face rather of
the monkey face sort. There are said to be more of these birds in
about the same locality and almost nightly one can hear their
queer and curious noise, and then hear the report of a gun. Mr.
Cromer sent correspondence with the management. Probably
Houston has furnished something new to that pleasure
resort... That Indian-like yelling you hear throughout the day and
part of the night is only the younger Kerr learning to ride a bike.
It will pass off in a short time we hope.

LOCKINGTON - Owing to the decline in the number of
pupils in Lockington special district and also to the new one cent
tax law, the public schools have been re-adjusted and instead of
three rooms and teachers as formerly, there will be but two. The
school board has employed Miss Patton, of Sidney, for the high
school, and higher grades, and Miss Bessie Gabriel, of this place
for the first six grades.
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