
 

Historical Highlights June  2012 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome 
New Members: 

Gerri Fitzpatrick, Sidney, OH 
Zita Lavonne Harrigan, Stuart, FL 
Sidney Manufacturing Company,  

Sidney, OH 
Kevin Poling and Christina Rickets, 

Sidney, OH 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

The Twilight Tour of  

Graceland Cemetery  
 Join us on June 21, 2012, 

at 8:00p.m. for our 13th annual 
tour of  Graceland Cemetery.  This 
year’s tour will be in the north end 
of  the cemetery.  This is also the 
oldest part of  the cemetery. 

Levy 
 

This summer will be like no other for the Society. A .25 
mill tax levy will be placed before the voters in the county on 
August 7th to provide funding for the Society and county 
historical museums located in Anna, Botkins, Fort Loramie and 
Jackson Center. Board co-president Linda DeVelvis commented, 
“This is historic. After six months of preparation along with 
meetings with the county commissioners and county historical 
societies, we are prepared to ask the voters to help preserve our 
wonderful legacy and priceless artifacts. It is an exciting time 
for history in our communities.” 

The commissioners used to provide monies for the county 
museums from county’s general fund, but that was stopped 
several years ago due to budget constraints. This levy if passed 
will provide critical resources for the operation of all county 
museums and the preservation of artifacts. Many of the 
museums do not have sufficient money to pay utilities during 
the winter months. 

What value do we place on our heritage? The county 
auditor’s staff has estimated the cost of the levy for an owner of 
a $100,000 home will be $7.88 per year, or about $.02 a day. 
We need you! Your support and time are priceless resources. 
Please call Tilda or Sharon at the office if you can help on the 
levy and make history happen in Shelby County this summer! 
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VOLUNTEERS 

April Volunteer Info: 
25 Volunteers 
261 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for April: 
Elaine Fitchpatrick 

Paul Workman 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In April, 273 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue this month: 

Sidney (28th) Spearhead Ct. did not  
exist at this time nor does it connect 

 to Walnut Avenue. 
 

The clue was found by: 
Tom Smith, Mark Deam, Nancy Roettger, 

 Pat Francis, Phil Salm, Joe Salm,  
Marilyn Kloeker, and Karen Helman 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

Jackson Center 
Jackson Township 
By: Rose Hawkins 

 In 1855, Jackson Center became the last village in Shelby County to be platted.  It is located in the 
northeast section of the county.  At one time this area was called “Big Head,” but the town was later 
named for Andrew Jackson, and Ironton Railroad came and the community began to grow. 
 This area was all forest and swamp, but most of the early settlers were farmers who cut down trees 
for the farmland.  The trees were used to make lumber or burned for the potash in the ashes.  This was 
done in large kettles or boilers called cauldrons.  One of the cauldrons can be seen in front of the Jackson 
Center Museum located on State Route 274.  The potash was then hauled to Sandusky, Ohio, by ox team 
where it was used in the manufacturing of gunpowder that was used in the Mexican War. 
 A visit to Gross’s State Nature Reserve on Botkins Road just northwest of Jackson Center will give 
you some idea of what this area was like before the farmers cleared land. 
 The first pioneers moved to this area so that they could worship on Saturday, their Sabbath, and not 
be fined or put in jail for working on Sunday.  They first met in members’ homes before building a log 
cabin church where the Seventh Day Baptist cemetery is located today.  The Jackson Center Historical 
Museum is located at 209 West Pike in the second church building erected by the Seventh Day Baptist 
Church in 1882 at a cost of $2000. 
 The post office was established in 1858 with Valentine McCormic as postmaster.  In 1893, when 
the village’s name changed to Center from Centre, William Dearbaugh was postmaster. 
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I.H. Thedieck Building—Sidney, Ohio 

Excerpt From The “Dry Goods Reporter”  —-November 6, 1915 
—-Courtesy of Google Books—- 

Sidney, Ohio, Store Holds Formal Opening To Sidney, Ohio, Store Holds Formal Opening To Sidney, Ohio, Store Holds Formal Opening To Sidney, Ohio, Store Holds Formal Opening To 
Commemorate Fortieth AnniversaryCommemorate Fortieth AnniversaryCommemorate Fortieth AnniversaryCommemorate Fortieth Anniversary    

 The formal opening of the Thedieck Department Store, Sidney, Ohio, 

which is claimed to be one of the largest stores in a city of ten thousand 

population in the United States, occurred recently. 

 The opening of this new store commemorates over forty years of good 

merchandising by its founder, Mr. I.H. Thedieck, and is a tribute to the loyalty 

and ability of his business associates, many of whom have been actively in the 

business for a great many years.   

 The new store has a frontage of fifty-four feet and extends back 165 

feet, four floors and full basement, giving approximately 45,000 square feet 

of floor space. 

Equipment Thoroughly Modern 
 Fully fireproof in construction, with recessed show windows, employing 

background of rich mahogany, the building rising to a height of sixty feet, this 

new store is equipped in a very modern manner to give prompt and efficient 

service to its patrons and give its store people every comfort and convenience 

in their work. 
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 Founded September 18, 1875, by I.H. Thedieck and Philip Raterman as 

partners, in a little frame building, the store was enlarged from time to time, and 

eventually passed into the hands of its present owner, Mr. I.H. Thedieck.  In March 

1914, the entire stock and building were destroyed in the big fire at Sidney. 

 Other quarters were quickly found and the business again opened by Mr. 

Thedieck within a month of the fire.  Steady progress has marked this store since.  

 Among those to whom much credit is due for the success of the business are 

Charles M. Wyman, advertising manager, who began as a cash boy in 1886.  Frank 

Rock, display manager, who has been with the store for fifteen years, and others 

whose loyal support has made possible the opening of the new store. 

 The store carries complete lines of general dry goods, garments, millinery, 

house furnishings, drugs, jewelry, men’s furnishings, etc. 

Continued From Pg. 3 
—-Dry Goods Reporter—- 

From The Shelby County Historical Society Archives: 
Original graphite drawing on vellum 

View of The Building—May 2012 
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The Swanders I Remember 

By: Bill Billing 
 I read with interest Betty Fridley’s story of the village of Swanders 

which was published in the last issue of Historical Highlights.  Since I lived 

in the Swanders area from about 1922 to 1936 perhaps I can add to the 

story.  When I lived there, there was a grocery store, a grain elevator, a 

church and a Franklin Township House. 

 The grain elevator building was built by my grandfather, William 

Allton.  It replaced a saw mill (steam powered).  He sold the business to a 

group of local farmers in 1914. 

 The grocery store was small but very good for items that were not 

produced in the gardens and by butchering hogs or cattle.  It went the way 

of small stores, being replaced by competition from super markets in the 

1940s.  There was a post office in the store, which sorted the incoming 

mail and placed in boxes for each family.  There was a rural route (west of 

Swanders).  This was discontinued in about 1927.  We were on Rural Route #4, Sidney, Ohio, after that. 

 There was the Reformed Church at the end of our land.  It was sort of the meeting place for area 

gathering.  It was “yoked” with a church in Maplewood and one in Bloom Center, Ohio.  It also folded in 

about 1927 because they could not afford to hire a pastor.   

 The Township House was a small building which is still standing but has been replaced by a new 

one, on Old Route 25.  The Franklin Township Trustees met there 

once a month.  It had a couple of spittoons which were never 

cleaned and the odor was not nice. 

 The first three years of my school were conducted in a 

one-room school.  It was located about a mile west of Swanders.  

In 1927 several such schools were consolidated into one.  

Located in a larger, new school building in Anna, Ohio.   

 The only other place of note was the Pearl Cemetery just 

east of our farm.  It still exists and is growing constantly.  

Swanders was a great place to grow up. 
Lois and Mirian Lenski, Ruth Wyatt, 

 Agnes Allton, Mable Thomas, Dora Grau,  

Alice Allton-Bill’s mother (early 1900s) 

Swanders Reformed Church 

 Ladies Aid Society 1912 

Swanders Main Street 

Bill Billing 
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101 American GEO-SITES You’ve Gotta See 

By Albert Dickas 

Price $24  - $5 Postage 
Softbound 264 pages 

176 Color Photographs     151 Color Illustrations 
 

 Examining in detail at least one amazing site for all fifty 
states, Albert Dickas clearly explains the geologic forces behind each 
one’s origin in 101 American Geo-Sites You’ve Gotta See.  Dickas 
discusses not only iconic landforms such as Devil’s Tower in 
Wyoming but also locals that are often overlooked yet have 
fascinating stories.   Consider the Reel-foot scarp in Tennessee: to 
the casual observer it is nothing more than a slight rise in a farm 
field.  Yet this subtle slope represents a rift formed during an 1812 

earthquake that forced the mighty Mississippi to flow upstream.  Amply illustrated with full-color 
photographs and illustrations and written in clear yet playful prose, 101 American Geo-Sites You’ve Gotta 
See will entertain and inform amateur and seasoned geology buffs whether from an armchair or in the field. 

New Palestine     -     Green Township 

By: Val Slonkosky and Mildred Brautigam 
 New Palestine was established on September 27, 1837 by Ephraim Davidson.  It’s located half a mile from 
Champaign County and in the northeast corner of Green Township. 
 George Swiger and family were the first settlers in the village, and some descendants still live there. 
 The post office started in 1848, with Jessie B. Howe as postmaster and was known as Tawawa because another 
town had the New Palestine name.  The name was taken from Tawawa Creek located south of the village.  The village 
should not be mistaken for Tawawa Park in Sidney. 
 In 1820, one of the first orders of business was a church for the settlers.  They met in private homes until 1837, 
then in a vacant house, until the New Palestine Christian Church was built in 1851.  A one-room school was built near 
the village and still stands today, used as a barn. 
 A physician, Dr Pratt, came in 1820.  Dr. Little and Dr. Leedom came in 1840 and built a home. Dr. William 
Smith was the last resident physician.  In 1880, a grocery store, the post office, hotels, three blacksmith shops, and a 
repair shop were located here.  Tobacco was 
planted on local farms and cigars were made 
in Tawawa in the early 1900s.  Two lodges 
were above Wilt’s grocery, the Knights of 
Golden Eagles and Redmen’s Lodge in 1913. 
 The first road in the township known 
as Old Tawawa road went thorough town.  
Old Sidney Urbana Pike #54, now State 
Route 29, was routed around town in the mid 
1950s.  A grocery built in 1953 by George 
Stoker had gasoline pumps and it was a place 
to get the latest news. 
 In 1952, located near Harshman’s 
grocery was “Washington Operation 
Skywatch.”  Volunteers of the community 
helped at the command post reporting all 
aircraft to Wright Patterson Air Force Base. 
 In 1966, the New Palestine Church 
and Charity Chapel merged and built a new 
church in Plattsville named Greenview 
United Christian.  The last business closed in 
1988. 

New Palestine Ladies Aid Society trip to Greenfield Village, Dearborn, MI, 1955 

Row 1: Mark Runkle, Joe Sargeant, Randy Rose, Susan Strayer 
Row 2: Robert Strayer, Lee Sargeant, Donna Sue Knoop, Lois Knoop 
Row 3: Gleneva Brautigam, Donna Runkle, Jane Knoop, Connie Sailor 
Row 4: Gladys Brautigam, Gladys Evans; Mary Grace Knoop, Jessica Knoop,  
            Cleo Argabright, Martha Middleton, Delmar Argrabright, Dorla Middleton 
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago-1887-JUNE 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (3
rd
) – Fred Salm attended the annual meeting of 

Ohio undertakers at Dayton on Wednesday & 
Thursday0.T. L. Robinson & Craig Knox have started up 
the old Manning & Line mill, east of Sidney, under the 
name of Custom Mill. 
 

SIDNEY (10
th
) – Tuesday we took a drive of an hour 

around Sidney to see what our people are doing in the way 
of building.  At the corner of Main & Poplar streets the 
Citizens bank is erecting a very fine three story building, 
which will be used by the bank, and for other business 
purposes.  Adjoining, and in connection with the bank, 
John Pfeil is building a large business room, with two 
stories above.  The United Presbyterian church is 
preparing to build a fine church on their lot on North Main 
street.  The M. E. church will erect a parsonage at the 
corner of Poplar & Miami streets.  John Richardson is 
building a residence on the corner of Clinton & Port 
Jefferson street.  D. Oldham has removed the eight 
houses occupying one lot on South Ohio street, known as 
“rat row,” to other parts of town and will erect on the lot two
-two story houses.  The Valley City Milling Company has 
put in fine machinery for manufacturing corn meal, hominy 
and corn grits by roller process, on Walnut Street.  Their 
facilities are such that they can use all corn raised in this 
county.  Besides these buildings noted, there are number 
of other improvements and additions being made to homes 
in all parts of the city. 
 

MARRIAGE: At the M. E. parsonage, June 8
th
, 1887, 

Charles English and Sophia Weigel.  On Tuesday, June 7, 
1887, Walter G. Patton and Miss Eva D. Lenox. 
 

OHIO NEWS (16
TH

) – On the 6,061 miles of railroads in 
Ohio there are 822 wooden bridges, 549 iron bridges, 124 
constructed of both wood and iron, 271 stone arch bridges, 
3,180 trestles and 37 tunnels, making a grand total of 
5,010 bridges, trestles and tunnels, with an aggregate 
length of 563,301 feet, or about 107 miles. 
 

MARRIAGES: June 15, 1887 by Rev. Isaac Newton, 
Daniel Moreland & Miss Laura. W. Dutton, both of Port 
Jefferson.  On Sunday, June 12, 1887, at the bride’s home 
in Pemberton, C. E. White of Sidney and Miss Ara M. Line.  
Sunday June 9

th
, Howell Necomb and Mrs. Barbara 

Comer.  On June 16, by Rev. F. M. Quatman, Anselm 
Kinstle and Miss Anna Bustetter of Sidney. 
 

SIDNEY (24
th
) – Taylor Jimeson, a stone mason was 

arrested on Friday evening on the charge of harboring 
lewd women.  The latter person was Martha Jones and 
Catharine Rhodifer.  Jackson Mosler, a young man, was 
found with them, and was also arrested.  They were all 
fined one dollar and costs each.  The girls did not pay their 
fine, and were sent to jail. 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
100 Years Ago - 1912 - June 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

Sidney (7
th
) Frank Miller, who lives just north of the city, 

has purchased a 1912 Yale motorcycle.  He uses it to 
convey himself to and from the county seat and his work.  
He is an honored employee of the Steinle and Miller stove 
store, an enterprising establishment.  Burt McDaniel has 
purchased a new 7 H.P. Twin Flying Merkel.  He is a baker 
in the employ of Staley’s bakery where he made the dough 
to purchase his pet.  This makes three twin motorcycles in 
Sidney.  The more the merrier.  Thomas Schmidt and 
Samuel Knupp, members of the club, were among those 
who witnessed the auto races in Indianapolis, Decoration 
Day.  The Federation of American Motorcyclists will hold 
their annual convention at Columbus, Ohio, July 17

th
-21

st
. 

OCC will be showing their new line of motorcycles.  There 
will be between 15,000 and 20,000 motorcyclists there and 
will see the races on the new board saucer track which is 
being erected. 
 

RHINE – On Wednesday morning the wedding of Joseph 
Dietz, of Botkins, and Eleanor Schnippel took place.  Frank 
Dietz, brother of the bride-groom, and Gertrude Schnippel, 
sister of the bride, witnessed the ceremony.  The day was 
spent at the home of the bride’s parents. Mr. & Mrs. John 
Schnippel.  They will make their home in Cincinnati where 
the groom is employed as a carpenter. 
 

MAPLEWOOD – General Benjamin LeFevre is once more 
a resident of Ohio after having been a voter in New York 
for a number of years.  Shelby County, having retired from 
the activities of the legal profession.  After serving through 
the Civil War General LeFevre entered politics, serving first 
in Legislature, running for Governor on the Democratic 
ticket.  Retiring from politics a poor man but with a clean 
record of having always stood for the rights of the people, 
he went back to practice of law to save the old home and 
lay by a little something for his declining years. 
 

MARRIAGE: A most beautiful wedding took place at the 
Holy Angels Catholic church Monday morning when Miss 
Marie Stolle became the bride of Louis Salm.  The church 
was filled with friends and relatives of the couple.  The 
impressive ceremony was solemnized with a High Mass at 
8 o’clock by Father Fortman, Father Reyerman, Father E. 
C. Lehman and H. J. Lehman of Cincinnati, cousins of the 
bride.  The happy couple left over the C. H. & D. on the 
four-forty-one, amid the usual shower of rice, for a wedding 
trip through the south.  The bride is a popular young lady 
and is an accomplished musician, and her charming 
personality has won her a wide circle of friends.  The 
groom is the youngest son of Mr.  & Mrs. Fred Salm, of this 
city and for several years has been associated with his 
father in the furniture business.  Mr. & Mrs. Salm will be 
home to their friends after July 8, 1912, at 505 south Miami 
ave. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Legacy Partnership  

 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Continental Express, Inc.      Dorothy Love Retirement 
Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       William & Karen Feth    
Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  Helman Brothers Body 
Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel Phillips    Primary Eyecare Associates    Ross 
Aluminum Foundries   Dave Ross    Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    
Sidney Body Carstar  Sidney Electric  Sidney Manufacturing Company   Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    Darrell and Faye Spangler  The 
UPS Store    US Bank   Rich & Susan Wallace       Wilson Memorial Hospital 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 
Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


