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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com
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Moving?

Please let us know your new address if you
plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society

Historical Highlights

J

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays

Closed Sundays and Holidays

Meet My. Lincoln

An Historic Portrayal

Sidney Journal
October 15, 1864

The people in the Village of Sidney, Ohio, should be very excited.
President Abraham Lincoln (portrayed by Bill Sell) is scheduled to arrive
by train and make a campaign speech in the Lodge Room of the Masonic
Temple at 7:00 p.m. that night. Accompanying him on the campaign trip is
his former political opponent and now supporter, Steven Douglas
(portrayed by Ken McElroy). The honorable Mr. Douglas will be
introducing President Lincoln.

However, the President’s foray into west central Ohio has not gone
unnoticed. The scoundrel and antiwar activist from Dayton, Clement
Vallandigham (portrayed by Ralph Fearnley), has heard about the trip.
Rumor is that he plans to be present with some associates to challenge the
President during his remarks. Ohio’s governor, David Tod (portrayed by to
be announced), will also be present along with other local dignitaries.

The public is urged to be present and not only witness but participate in
this historic first for the people of Sidney. If you agree with the President,
appear and support him. The Lodge Room will be open to the public so
that others who oppose the President and do not believe in the war will be
permitted to attend and participate as long as order is kept.

Our understanding is that the ladies of Sidney will provide refreshments
afterward so that you may meet and discuss the issues of the day with the
President.

PROGRAM NOTES: This program will take place on Thursday, June
13, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. It will be held in the Lodge Room of the Masonic
Temple in Sidney. The program is free and open to the public; however, a
free will donation will be taken to support the Historical Society. We thank
Tradewinds Financial Group, Inc., and its owner, David Gaylor, for their
sponsorship of this program.

This program is the second in a series of four events which commemorate
the 150" anniversary of the momentous Civil War Year of 1863.




New Members

John and Jennifer Holtzapple, Anna, OH
Dale and Kathy Brockman, Sidney, OH
Bill Elsass, Anna, OH
Dr. Kreg and Lori Huffer, Jackson Center, OH
Thomas and Theresa Jacobs, Fort Loramie, OH
Ken and Marianne Ball, Sidney, OH
Larry and Gwen Ludlow, Fort Loramie, OH
Martha Hall, Sidney, OH
Loren Watkins, Sidney, OH
Ed and Kathy Hoehne, Houston, OH
Mike and Marilyn Littlejohn, Sidney, OH
Calvin and Vicki Cotrell, Fort Loramie, OH
Nish Golden, Sidney, OH
Dan and Polly Allen, Maplewood, OH
Larry and Sandy Florea, Hilton Head, SC
Rodney and Lois Ann Kerns, Sidney, OH

New Legacy Partners
Michael and Jane Jones, Sidney, OH

In future issues of Historical
Highlights we will capture more of
our Civil War commemoration. Be
sure to stop by the Ross Historical

Center and visit “Our Civil War
Experience” exhibit open
Mondays through Fridays

1 p.m.to5 p.m. and
Saturdays 9 am to noon

daily life of your average soldier.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:
Classified (18)-Cell phones weren’t around
125 years ago!
Sidney (2nd) - 30 fish were caught not 28
Uno-Mother’s Day wasn’t an official
holiday until 1914

The clues was found by:

Johanna Kuhn, Judy Fogt, Sylvia Wagner
Haywood

\) The clue will be found ONLY in
the “Out of the Past” section.
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VOLUNTEERS
April Volunteer Info:
33 Volunteers
755 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for April:
Anne Morrow
Debbie Barber

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In April, 713 people
participated in SCHS programs.
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v Civil War Dinner
with Guest Speaker Anthony

Our Civil War Dinner was a great success serving 83 people! Guests were greeted at the door
and were asked to reach into a small barrel to pull out a card. The card was to be placed on the table to
indicate if they would receive a “Northern” meal or a “Southern” meal. Afterwards guests were
entertained by living history performer Anthony Gibbs. Mr. Gibbs brought his character “ John Parker”
to life with an awesome performance enjoyed by over 150 people.
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Julie Gilardi, Linda DeVelvis, Tilda Phlipot, and
Faye Spangler were dressed in period costumes to ! .
serve dinner to the guests. Tilda serving soup.

Kathie Woodruff,
Friend of the Society
co-originator
planned, organized,
and executed our
Civil War Dinner
with the help of her
really good friends
(and husband) Lee
Woodruff, Michelle

Anthony Gibbs

Schneider, Sue and
Phil Spangler, Karen posing with
Turner and Beverly students
McClain. after his

performance.




Adventures in Agriculture
¢6) Northwood Elementary School R
May 17, 2013

The Shelby County
Antique Tractor
Association brought
tractors for an old
fashioned hay ride.

Julie Gilardi and
A Tilda Phlipot helped
b= feed the farm
animals that were on
L "| loan from Green
i Thumb Marked in
| New Breman, and
Chris and Allen
Rehfus of Sidney.

The Shelby County Historical
Society would like to thank Lynda
Adams from Shelby County Soil
and Water Conservation District
for helping to present the “Many
Hats of the Farmer” play put on by
the 5th graders and for teaching
the mathematical lessons

connected to agriculture.

Koenig Equipment
from Botkins
brought modern
farm equipment for

w the kids to sit in.




Cargill taught students the process soy beans go through
from harvest to the point where they are used in products.

Kids get to experience what
milking a cow is like with the
help of the Shelby County Farm

Bureau.

Faye Spangler
helping the kids
plant seeds using the
{ 600 toilet paper rolls
that were gathered
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Is it Time to Get Up Yet?

By: Dan Salm
Shelby County Historical Society member Dan Salm sent this letter to his grandmother, Juanita Salm, for
her 90th birthday. The letter evokes memories of Sidney in his childhood visits. The magic of the Big
Four Bridge seems to captivate people of all ages.

Is it time to get up yet? I think to myself. Today better be warm and sunny, at least for the
morning. Some people have different reasons for this, but mine is the most special. I lie in bed for a little
while longer. I listen carefully as I hear a nearby freight train. Which direction is it coming from, I
wonder to myself? I always wish that I can see it, but later on today I’ll get my chance.

I finally get up, the time doesn’t matter. It’s not too early, but of course, not that late. I quietly
leave the bedroom so as not to wake up the other person in the house. Heading down the hall I see
sunlight glistening through the curtains in the kitchen and thoroughly lighting up the room. Stepping into
the kitchen, I first head over to the thermometer to check the outside temp. Not too hot, not too cold but
again, it doesn’t really matter. All that matters is the time that will be soon spent outside.

After picking through the pantry for a little bit of breakfast, usually two boxes of cereal out of the
variety pack contained therein, I decide that it is finally time to awaken the one whom I know will make
my day really shine.

Wake up, wake up, I say. Rise and shine. After a little rustling of the sheets, I hear an okay
followed by the, I will be up soon. Sometimes I go back to the kitchen, other times I go in and sit down
and we start to talk about different things. Sometimes it is about current events in either of our lives,
other times it is about things that have happened in the past. Whatever it is, it is always interesting and it
manages to give me a fresh outlook for the day.

After the initial conversation, I get up and head back to the kitchen where I will soon have
company at the table. Once we are both together again, we talk about the day’s events. Most importantly
to me the walk that starts the day. We decide that a little more food for both of us would be helpful, and
then getting dressed is the next order of the day.

Once we are ready to go, we lock the house and head down the street walking slowly. Talking
along the way I look ahead already able to see our destination. As we get closer I get more anxious.
Every time that I come here, this is always the most memorable part of the trip.

Standing across the street, I look at what in its heyday used to be a beautiful piece of architecture.
To some it still is, but to others it may be a bit of an eyesore. The sides are flaking and graffiti is very
much all over it. Either wayj, it still stands tall and does what it was designed to do.

As we cross the small street and walk underneath it, I start to yell and stomp my feet. The sound
reverberates back at us, which only causes us to continue as if thinking that we will get ahead of it.

Suddenly I hear a low rumble. That is my cue to run out from underneath to get full view of
passing freight train above. I watch in awe at a vehicle that will always make me smile to see it go by.
When it is finished I am always a little bit sad, but in time there will be another.

We stand there a little while longer then continue our walk. Where will we go today? It still
doesn’t matter, because all that matters is that we get to spend more time together wherever we end up

going. —

Whether I am younger or
older it doesn’t make any difference,
this time is always and will always be
time that [ will cherish.

I love you Grandma, always.
Happy 90th Grandma!
Even More Love,
Dan
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1888 JUNE 125 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (1s)-The grocery of E. Baker, on North Ohio
street, was entered through a window on Friday night and
robbed of $14 in cash. The same night the unlocked safe
in G. E. Allinger’s mill, at Port Jefferson, was blown open
and a box of notes, mainly in favor of L. C. Ogden, and
representing about $6,000 were taken. The notes were all
recorded, and their loss is of little importance...A petition
containing many signatures has been prepared for
presentation to the Council asking that South Miami street
be made of uniform width and extended to Main street,
intersecting the latter near Graceland cemetery. The street
would be high on the west bank of the river at the Starrett
graveyard, and would be not only of great benefit to the
vicinity, but would form a part of a most handsome drive.

HOUSTON-The storm Sunday night blew the
woodhouse in district No. 1 down, unroofed James
Harrop’s barn and Skillen’s warehouse at Dawson.

SIDNEY (8%h)-C. Frey has opened a shoe shop in the
basement of the Monumental building...In the smoke
house of G. F. Yenney’s pork packing establishment two
pieces of side meat fell upon the grate on Wednesday
afternoon and the grease from them started a fire, which
was soon extinguished without the help of the fire
department. About twelve thousand pounds of meat was
in the smoke house. The damage was $75.

BOTKINS (8%)-Mike Seciter, George Speker, Will
Zanglein and Frank Gutmann have purchased bicycles
recently...Jos. B. Hemmert has painted and laid a floor in
his restaurant...Mr. Huber, of Freyburg and Miss
Sitzmann, of Botkins, were united in marriage at the
Immaculate Conception church Tuesday morning, Rev. N.
Eilerman officiating.

SIDNEY (15%)-The Shelby County Pioneers’” Society has
arranged to build a log cabin in the grove on the
fairground. Thomas B. Graham has been selected as
architect, and within two weeks he will have his plans ready
for the construction of a building 16x18 feet. The timber
will be furnished by committees from the several
townships, which were appointed at a meeting held on
Saturday.

MAPLEWOOD (29%)-Our dancing platforms are both in
good order, and things are expected to be lively about the
Fourth...Our quondam Gypsy friends (Louise Havoc),
reinforced by some new recruits, passed through here a few
days since...Mr. VanNess, living near Needmore had a few
sheep killed Saturday night. He and Mr. Faulder followed
the dog’s home and had them killed.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1913 JUNE 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

TAWAWA (6%)-The third annual picnic of the Improved
Order of Red Men will be held at Red Men park July the
4t all day and evening.

PLATSVILLE-Max Sarver the star pitcher for the
Plattsville nine, formerly of Green township, but now
located in Orange township near Hetzler’s Corner, is
stepping high. It is Papa Max now. A bouncing baby boy
arrived at their home Saturday...The 1.O.O.F. will hold
their semi annual election of officers Saturday evening,
June 7. All members requested to be present.

SIDNEY (13%)-The new city hospital which is being put
in at the county heating plant, east of the county jail, is
rapidly nearing completion. The hospital is being arranged
for jointly by the city, township trustees and the County
Commissioners. The city’s part of the contract is now
completed and three excellent rooms have been placed in
fine shape for the hospital. There are two bedrooms and
an operating room prepared. The township trustees are to
furnish the rooms suitable for a hospital and the
commissioners are to see that they are heated properly and
taken care of. The hospital, when finished, will fill a long
felt want and will be something that the city can well feel
proud of.

SIDNEY (20t%)-Certificate of incorporation was issued
this week to organize the Sidney Ice, Coal and Supply
Company in the city of Sidney with a capital of $40,000.
The incorporators are M. Bennett, H. E. Bennett, John
Oldham, H. N. Dickensheets and H. J. Taylor. They have
already purchased machinery and have a building erected
and will have the machinery in operation making artificial
ice within the next twenty days. The proposition seems to
look good as a Sidney enterprise...Mason Brown and his
son lost nothing when a gang of Gypsies including Louise
Havoc attempt to hold them up. The Brown’s were
considerable frightened over their experience, but lost
practically nothing as they had but very little money with
them. The gypsies were ordered out of the city twice
Tuesday by Policeman Williamson. They went west the
first time, but later returned and went toward the south...
The closing social function given for the class of 1913
following a brilliant commencement week occurred at
Sexauer’s hall Monday evening, when the members of the
Junior class delightfully entertained those of the Senior
class to a dance. The hall was beautifully decorated with
the Junior class colors, scarlet and gray. The evening was
spent in dancing, music being furnished by the Meyerholtz
orchestra. Punch was served throughout the evening
followed by light refreshments.
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Doug Allinger Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Jon Baker Peg & Steve Baker Drew and Debbie Barber Walt & Carol Bennett
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Continental Express, Inc. David & Linda DeVelvis Dorothy Love Retirement Community
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Wiliam & Karen Feth Ferguson
Construction Freshway Foods Matt & Julie Gilardi Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Jack & Kathleen Haslup Richard & Virginia
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to
miss an issue of Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return.

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County %
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from )
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.




